o 34 South Broadway, Suite 300
., White Plains, NY 10601
R www.akrf.com

Mr. Kenneth Ripley, Code Enforcement Officer 09.08.2026
Town of Veteran

4049 Watkins Road,

Millport, New York 14864

Re: Application for Special Use and Site Plan Approval - Veteran Hill Road Solar Project
Veteran Hill Road, Veteran, New York
Lot 39-00-1-14.1

Dear Town of Veteran:

Enclosed please find additional information related o the Solar Energy System filed on behalf of Veteran
Hill Road Solar LLC, an affiliate of Dynamic Energy LLC, for a proposed 3.8-megawatt (MW) ground-
mounted Solar Energy System in the Town of Veteran, Chemung County, New York. Specifically, this
submission provided supplemental information as requested by the Town Planning Board over the last
several meetings, including:

Attachment 1 - Tree Survey Report
Attachment 2 — Updated Photosimulations

We look forward to reviewing and discussing the above submittals with you at the upcoming Town Planning
Board meeting. Please let us know if you have any questions or comments in the interim.

= a—

ustin Seeney, P.E.
Vice President

Sincerely,
AKRF, Inc.

Elizabeth Weatherby
Vice President, Energy Practice

cc: J. Funk, Dynamic Energy
M. McDevitt, Dynamic Energy
J. Macalintal, AKRF, Inc.



Attachment 1

Tree Survey Report



307 Fellowship Road, Suite 214

V Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054
tel: 856.797.9930
“ www.akef.com

Memorandum
To: Jason Funk, Dynamic Energy LLC
From: Elizabeth Weatherby (Vice President); Brian Stoos (Technical Director)
Date: August 26, 2026
Re: Veteran Hill Solar Project Tree Survey Memo
cc: Matt McDevitt, Dynamic Energy LLC
INTRODUCTION

Dynamic Energy LLC (Dynamic Energy) is proposing the development of a solar farm on property
on Veteran Hil Road in the Town of Veteran in Chemung County, New York (Project). The Project
will be located on approximately 35 acres of forested habitat (see Figure 1) on Town of Veteran
Tax Parcel 39.00-01-14.1 (Project Site).

The Town of Veteran Solar Law (Local Law 1 of 2026) requires applicants to minimize removal of
existing trees larger than six inches in diameter at breast height (DBH) to the extent possible.
Further, trees that need to be cleared are required to be surveyed and documented. After
discussions with the Town Planning Board, it was agreed that due to existing conditions within
the forested habital, a representative sample across the Project Site could be surveyed to
characterize the forested communities.

METHODOLOGY

AKRF, Inc. (AKRF) surveyed the Project Site using a randomized-based survey methodology to
document trees six inches or greater DBH. Three 75 foot wide transects, totaling 7.88 acres, were
surveyed, with one transect oriented north/south and two transects oriented east/west (see
Figure 2). For each tree within the transects which was greater than six inches DBH, the tree was
mapped and the species, DBH, and tree condition rating were recorded. The tree condition rating
is a sliding scale of 0 — 4, with 0 indicating the tree is dead and 4 that the tree is in good condition
or health. The tree was then marked with paint to ensure that it was not counted a second time.

TREE SURVEY RESULTS

AKRF scientists performed the tree survey on July 30 and 31, and August 11, 2026. There were
1,309 trees with a DBH of 6 inches or greater surveyed on the Project Site for an average of 166.2
trees per acre. The dominant species identified were sugar maple (Acer saccharum), red maple
(Acer rubrum), northern red oak (Quercus rubra), white oak (Quercus alba), eastern white pine
(Pinus strobus), and bigtooth aspen (Populus grandidentata) (see Attachment B for data). The
trees ranged in size from 6.0 inches DBH to 61.0 inches DBH. Table 1 presents the data for each
species identified within the Project Site. There were no non-native species identified during the
surveys.
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Table 1. Tree Data from Veteran Hill Solar Project
. Count of Smallest Average Average
Tree Species | | dividuals DBH LargestDBH | gy Condition
Green ash 8 8.0 12.7 978 2.13
White ash 42 6.0 14.0 9.28 0.50
Bigtooth aspen 79 6.0 18.2 11.95 2.92
American
beach 1 7.9 7.9 7.90 4.00
Gray birch 10 6.2 11.0 7.92 3.80
Paper birch 5 6.2 10.5 8.56 3.40
Sweet birch 8 7.0 12.0 8.81 313
Yeflow birch 1 11.0 11.0 11.00 3.00
Black cherry 11 6.0 18.0 8.96 2.82
Cherry 1 7.0 7.0 7.00 3.00
American
chesinut 1 8.0 8.0 8.00 3.00
Eastern hop
hornbeam 4 6.0 11.0 8.75 3.00 |
Eastern
hemlock 31 6.0 35.0 9.85 297
Pignut hickory 18 6.0 37.1 11.60 2.78
Shagbark
hickory 24 6.4 224 14.13 3.21
American 2 6.0 11.0 8.50 2.00
hornheam
Red maple 410 6.0 25.5 10.07 3.14
Silver maple 1 6.5 6.5 6.50 3.00
Sugar maple 100 6.0 31.7 10.03 3.39
Blackjack oak 8 8.0 14.5 11.55 2.63
N"”';ZE‘ red 149 6.0 34.9 14.32 3.08
White oak 84 6.2 30.1 12.39 3.08
EaStime""h'te 309 6.0 61.0 12.15 2.79
Red pine 2 6.4 9.5 7.95 2.50
TOTALS 1309 6.0 61.0 11.32 2.95

Based on the Ecological Communities of New York State (Edinger et al. 2014) there were four
main communities identified within the Project Site: Appalachian oak-pine forest, hemlock-
northern hardwood forest, Appalachian oak-hickory forest, and mowed road/path. Each of the
communities are described in further detail below and shown in Figure 3.

Appalachian oak-pine forest

Appalachian oak-pine forest is a mixed forest that occurs on sandy soils or on slopes with rocky
soils that are well-drained. The canopy is dominated by a mixture of oaks and pines. The oaks
include one or more of the following: black oak (Quercus velutina), chestnut oak (Quercus
montana), red oak, white oak, and scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea). The pines are either white
pine or pitch pine (Pinus rigida). Red maple, eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), American
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beech (Fagus grandifolia), and black cherry (Prunus serofina) are common associates occurring
at low densities. This community occurs in the Appalachian Plateau, Hudson Valley, and Taconic
Highlands ecozones. )

Hemlock-northern hardwood forest

Hemlock-northern hardwood forest is a mixed forest that usually occurs on cool, mid-elevation
slopes and on moist, well-drained sites at the margins of swamps. Within this community, eastern
hemlock is codominant with any one to three of the following: red maple, sugar maple, yellow
birch (Betula afleghaniensis), black birch (Betula lenta), red oak, American beech (Fagus
grandifolia), white ash (Fraxinus americana), chestnut oak (Quercus montana), white oak, or
eastern white pine. The cover of the eastern hemlock is variable, ranging from nearly pure stands
to as little as 20%. Canopy cover can be quite dense, resulting in low light intensities on the forest
floor and a relatively sparse ground layer. This community type is distributed throughout New York
State.

Appalachian oak-hickory forest

Appalachian oak-hickory forest is a hardwood forest that occurs on well-drained sites with loam
or sandy loam soils. The dominant trees include one or more of the following oaks: red oak, white
oak, and black oak (Quercus velutina). Mixed with the oaks, usually at lower densities, are one or
more of the following hickories: pignut (Carya glabra), shagbark (Carya ovata), and sweet pignut
(Carya ovalis). Common associates are white ash, red maple, and hop hombeam (Ostrya
virginiana). This community type is found throughout upstate New York north of the Coastal
Lowlands ecozone and is most common south of the Adirondacks ecozone.

Mowed road/path

The mowed roads/paths are defined as a mowed pathway through taller vegetation (e.g.,
meadows, old fields, woodlands, forests). The vegetation in these mowed paths may be
dominated by grasses, sedges, and rushes.

CONCLUSION

There were 1,309 trees with a DBH greater than 6 inches mapped and identified across the 7.88-
acre survey area. Extrapolated to the entire 35-acre site, this would be approximately 5,812 trees
within the Project Site. The dominant tree species were sugar maple, red maple, northern red
oak, white oak, eastern white pine, and bigtooth aspen. The main ecological communities within
the Project Site are Appalachian oak-pine forest, hemlock-northern hardwood forest, and
Appalachian cak-hickory forest.

REFERENCE

Edinger, G. J., D. J. Evans, 8. Gebauer, T. G. Howard, D. M. Hunt, and A. M. Qlivero (editors).
2014. Ecological Communities of New York State. Second Edition. A revised and expanded
edition of Carol Reschke’s Ecological Communities of New York State. New York Natural Heritage
Program, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Albany, NY.

Figures:

Figure 1 — Aerial Overview Map

Figure 2 — Tree Survey Transects

Figure 3 — Tree Communities at Veteran Solar

Attachments:
Attachment A — Study Area Photographic Log
Attachment B — Raw Data
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ATTACHMENT A
Study Area Photographic Log
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Photo 2. Representative photo of forest community within Project Site.



Photo 4. Representative photo of forest community within Project Site.
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Photo 6. Representative photo of forest community within Project Site.







ATTACHMENT B
Raw Data
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Aftachment 2

Updated Photosimulations



92.26

Existing

Proposed

No Action/ With Action Compariscn
DYNAMIC ENERGY VETERAN HILL SOLAR Figure 1



Proposed

No Action/ With Action Comparison
DYNAMIC ENERGY VETERAN HILL SOLAR Figure 2



LS

codéd.enforcement@townofveteranny.gov

————————————
From: Elizabeth Weatherby <eweatherby@akrf.com>
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2026 9:35 AM
To: Kenneth Ripley
Subject: Fw: Veteran Hill Solar Farm
Attachments: T&CFD_Solar_Farm_Letter.pdf

FYI - tetter from Chief McInerney. | also have a draft response to Jimntie Joe | am hoping you could take a look at
before we respond officially - would you have time to discuss today at all?

Regards,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth Weatherby
Vice President
Energy and Environment

AKRF
27 West Main Street, Trumansburg, NY 14866
P 856.359.7633 | www.akrf.com

From: 1601 8538527 <1601@townandcountryfd.org>

Sent: Saturday, September 26, 2026 12:46 PM

To: Elizabeth Weatherby <eweatherby@akrf.com>

Cc: planning.board.chair@townofveteranny.gov <planning.board.chair@townofveteranny.gov>
Subject: Veteran Hill Solar Farm

Elizabeth, :
Attached is the requested letter from the fire department regarding concerns with the Veteran Hill Solar
Farm Project.

If there should be any other questions, concerns or needs from the fire department, please let me know.
Sincerely,

Sean

Sean Mclnerney

Chief

Town & Country Fire Department, Inc.

130 Gardner Road

Horseheads, NY 14845

Station:607.739.7134

CC: Town Of Veteran Planning Board



