34 South Broadway, Suite 300
White Plains, NY 10601

tel: 914.949.7336
www.akif.com

Mr. Kenneth Ripley, Code Enforcement Officer 09.%X.2026
Town of Veteran

4049 Watkins Road,

Millport, New York 14864

Re: Application for Special Use and Site Plan Approval — Veteran Hill Road Solar Project
Veteran Hilf Road, Veteran, New York
Lot 33-00-1-14.1

Dear Mr. Ripley:
m filed on behalf of Veteran

Enclosed plsase find additional information related to the Solar En

mounted Solar Energy System in the Town of Veteran, Che
submission addresses the initial cormments provided by the
letter dated August 20, 2026,

For ease of reference, the County’s comments are;
italicized text.

GENERAL

agement Report{ Is to serve as the
eferenced project As such, that

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Pla
document must Include all of the pertinent.“R
{but not limited to) a Phasing Plan, a Segien

site pfan submittal. T
007 Notice of Intent p

pvironmental reviews for this project, including Rare Plants and
riate documentation should ke provided.

ants or Animals” (if any) are present on or near the project site? Will

re plants and/animals necessitate a change in the design of the project?

b. Is the exisience of Long-eared Bats documented for this site. Will the existence of Long-
eared Bats impact the permitting and/or timing of the project?

c. Have existing wetlands been delineated In accordance with the NYSDEC's current
regulatory procedures?

a. What spec

Response: A review of the NYSDEC's Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) mapper and Environmental
resource mapper (ERM) does not identify any known State rare, threatened or endangered species in the
vicinity of the Project Site. The Northern long-eared bat is not identified by the NYSDEC but is documented
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by USFWS in the area. As a result, the Applicant will remove trees within the allowed window to minimize
direct impacts to the bat.

Wetland delineations conducted by AKRF, Inc. in December 2023, October 2024, and April 2025 and
consideration for regulatory status was made under the current NYSDEC regulatory process for freshwater
wetlands. As shown on the Project Drawings, the Project will avoid impacts to the delineated wetlands by
focating components away from all resource areas.

4. Documentation regarding the Archeological Review for this project I requested Wikl
archeclogical considerations impact the design and/or permitting of the project?

Historic Places (OPRHF)
d in or adjacent to an area
or eligible listed sites in the
the |etter of Resolution issued
n criteria such as Iocafed in

Response: A review of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation a
Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) shows that the Project is not fo
designated as sensitive for archasological sites. Further, there are no,
vicinity of the Project Site. As a resuli, the Project meets the requireme:
between NYSDEC and OPRHP that exempis solar facilities that
areas not designated as archasological buffers or within proxif
constiltation with OPRHP.

5. How will excess cut, iree limbs, and tree stump
disposed/placed? What erosion and sediment co
Would a permit{s) be required for the storage/dis

managed? Where W i this material be
would be needed f disposal site?

Response: The Applicant wilf retain a local tree remo
anticipated. It is anticipated that clearing will occur in sta@e
will serve as temporary fimber storage.
" will stay on site for use by the landowner
C-401 silt fence will surround the entire len

iareas already cut within the Project Site
the fandowner to identify if any trees
by the company. As indicated on Sheet
isturbance.

8. Where will the proposed temporary sa
sike?

Response: Any temporary,

provided for these areas.

will be located within the proposed fimits of disturbance of the
solar fa i on the drawings issued for construction. A detail of the gravel areas and
specificati i i ; drawings. The Applicant will utilize the existing topography in areas of

Response: Washing o icles and equipment is proposed to minimize the tracking of mud and dirf and
minimize the spread of invasive species. The location of the proposed wash station will be added to Sheet
C-401. The Applicant will work with the Town to identify methods for collection and disposal in accordance
with Town requirements.

10. In Section 2.0 of the submitied Stormwater Management Report, it is noted that the project
property is within the Chemung River Watershed. Actually, it appears that a portion of the project
property is within the Chemung River watershed and the other portion is within the Finger Lakes
watershed. In regard to the Finger Lakes watershed, the western portion of the project site is directly
tributary to Catherine Creek, a renowned trout fishery.
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Response: The Applicant will confirm what areas of the Project are located in the Finger Lakes watershed
and determine that all requirements are met.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

1. The SWPPP should clearly demonstirate how Runoff Reduction (RRv), Water Quality (WQv), and
Channel Protection (CPv) will be accommodated {with supporting documentation and calculations).

Response: Section 3 of the Stormwater Management Report demonstrates compliance with RRv, WQv,
and CPv. In addition, Appendix B, C, and D of the report provides supporting documentation

2. Soil compaction often oceurs during construction, as a result of construction activities of the
contractor and their sub-contractors. A plan for sofl restoration a compaction should bhe
included in the SWPPP that clearly oufline the spscifics of the posed soil restoration and
decompaction measures. The SWPPP and Plans should cleart e that soil restoration and
decompaction is a requirement.

decompaction and restoration activities?
b. Specific requirements for the restoration an
Temporary Laydown Areas and Temporary
Pllans andlor ﬂ‘le SWPPPR.

triction {and, uch, in need
ompacted/resto red.

of the soils compacted during
decompaction/restoration, in actorda

The existing roz
does not have authol

3. The majority of the area proposed for solar panel Installation has siopes of over 8 percent. In
regards to the Dmmag’eﬂan on Shest C-301 and the submiiied SWPPP, it appears that the intent
of the Design Engineer is to have that solar panel arsa of the project fall within Table 1 of the
Construction General Permit No. GP-0-25-001.

With that noted, it is unclear how sheet flow conditions shali be maintained, given the proposed
stormwater management practices (or lack thereof) on the Drainage Plan. Stormwater management
practices conslstent with the NYS Stormwater Management Design Manual, the NYS Standards and
Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control, and design guidance from NYSDEC (including
NYSDEC’s October 23, 2024 response package tc the New York State Industries Association)
should be incorporated into the Drainage Plan. It is requested that documentation {including
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supporting calculations) be provided that demonstrates how shest flow conditions would be
maintained and how WQv and RRv would be addressed.

Response: The Project proposes two bioretention basins, grass filter strip, and a dry detention basin in
accordance with the NYSDEC Design Manual. Supporting calculations for the proposed stormwater
controls are provided in the Stormwater Management Report

4. In regard to the proposed bic-retention filters, the following items are noted,

a. Calculations that docurmnent the sizing of the bio-retention filters are requested. Are the bio-
retention filters sized to treat the entirs Wlv?
b. In regard to the detail entitied “Filtration Bioretention Basin™ on.Sheet C502, the following
guestions and comments are provided.
i. The dimensions for each of the proposed bio-rete
including the thickness of the filter media.
fi. Areimpermeable liners proposed for the proposed
iili. What specific media is proposed to be utﬂlnzed }
iv. The cleanout should have a cap and be | ¥
v.  What type of surface layer is proposed?.
¢. How would pretreatment of stormwater flows to €tention basins be
accommodated?
d. On Plan Shesat C3%1, what does “Botiom ©
retention basins? '
e. In regard to the Overflow Spillways for the
questions and comments are provided.
i.  The dimensions for each
ii. Caleulations regarding € g Df /Sis]
iii. Appropriate detalls for the pioposed spilly shiould be provided.

basins should be provided,

stention filters?

‘bio-retention filters, the following

should be provided on the Plans.

upponfmg cafou!at:ons forthe propossd stormwaler
eport. Additional information has been added fo the
in the defails on the bio-refention filters (8.g.,

controls are provided
detail on Sheet C&

ng items are noted.

spillway are requestsd.
the proposed detention basin should be provided that include

icture (including the discharge pipe, anti-seep collars, and

. As per Sheet , it appears that the outer toe of the detemuon pond will be nearfat some
of the proposed utility poles. Would this impact maintenance operations for the utility poles
{as well as for the detention basin}?

Response: The Stormwater Management Report provides calculations and justification for the bioretention
basin sizing and details of proposed grading are provided on Sheet C401. A callout image of the proposed
detention basin will be provided for ease of reading the proposed grading.

STORMMWATER COLLECTION & CONVEYANCE
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1. Appropriate hydrologic and hydraulic calculations should be provided that justifies the sizing of
the various proposed stormwater conveyance systems, including culverts, ditches, and swales. The
design storm return period must be noted and justified.

Response: The Applicant will provide additional details on the proposed stormwater conveyance systems
on the revised plans.

2. Wouid the proposed ditches and swales be erosive? If so, what measures shall be empioyed to
address the erosivity?

Response: The Applicant will provide additional information on measures fo address erosivity of the
proposed ditches and swales. '

3. The sizing/design calculations for the propossd Rock Outlet
culverts must be provided.

ction at the discharge of

Response: The requested detail on the proposed rock ouilet prote

instability. What measures would be emplloyed io
proposed swales?

road. The swale in cut side of road will convey bypass ruri
be provided in later iterations the layout and design drawi

runoff rates and v
Cassada”. It apps;

Response:
focation. B

check dams reduce the hydraulic capacﬁ‘ty of the ditches?

; culvert is discharging fo the same swale that current 12" culvert is
dischargmg to. Pipe cre will be revisited fo consider keeping in place to avoid increasing contributing
area fowards neighboring properties.

7. As per the Gravel Access Road detail on Sheet C802, the cross slope of the 16-fi wide gravel
access road is shown to be 2%. As per Sheet C301, it appears that the intent is to slope the gravel
road to the proposed south roadside ditch. Given the relatively steep longitudinal slope for much
of this proposed road, as well as the potential of rutting and deformation of the cross-section, the
long-term reliability of sheet flowing runoff from the gravel road to the south ditch is questionable.

Response: The check dam detail and locations will be added to the revised drawings.
HYDROLOGIC & HYDRAULIC MODELING
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1. As per the submitted hydrolegic caleulations, the pre-developed area of gravel was 4.01 acres
and the proposed post-tleveloped area of gravel shall be 1.6 acres. it appears that this proposed
reduction in gravel area would be largely attributed to the removal of the existing gravel “Woods®
roads.

Although the removal of the gravel “Woods” roads would act to reduce runoff from the project site,
it is important to note that the censtruction of the existing gravel roads appear to have been
constructed as part of an overall project. This project resulted in fand disturbance of over 1 acre
{and possibly over 5 acres) and the introduction of a considerable amount of gravel surfaces.

As such, that work should have been permitted through the NYSDEC’s SPDES General Permit for
Stormwater Discharges program. Furthermore, appropriate p ent post-construction
stormwater controls (inciuding stormwater detention basins) should have been constructed fo
addrese the impacts presenied by the addifienal gravel surfac uch permanent stormwater
manzagement facilities do not appear to have been constructed

o In regard to hydrologic modeling, the pre-d
the wooded condﬁtion, before the gn'avel Y

Response: As mdrcated, the Applicant will I
construction activities, and soif restorafion will'be:

Response: As indicate
sife will be monrtored 50

g y:
s. ffis antrc;péfed vegetaf:on within solar panel area Wn’! be routinely
meadow coverage.

8. The boundari
Management Report's ould be clarified. With that noted, the portion boundaries of PDAS near

the proposed Bioretentich Basin B and Detention Basin should be reviewed.

Response: PDAZ2 and PDAG represent the watersheds discharging to the proposed bioretention basins A
and B. Boundaries will be adjusted fo accurately reflect finished grades.

6. What CN was used for the proposed roadside ditches?
Response: Meadow, non-grazed for HSG C and D were used for the proposed roadside swales.

7. For the proposed compacted gravel surfaces, a CN value of 6 was utilized. Given that the
proposed gravel surfaces are freated as impervious (for purpcses of hydrolegic modeling), a CN
value of 93 should be wiilized.
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Response: The Applicant will rerun the hydrologic analysis to consider gravel cover with a CN of 98.

ERQSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL

1. As per the submitted SWPPP and Plans, the disturbed project area is over 30 acres. Given the
size and slope of the project site and the associated amouni of land disturbance, is phasing
proposed for the land disturbancefrevegstation activities? i so, the Erosion & Sediment Control
Plan and Sequencing Plan should dovetail with the Phasing Plan.

Response: A phasing plan and sequencing will be provided with the revised drawings.

2. Would 5 acres or greater of land be disturbed at any one time, during the course of this project?
Given that the Town of Veteran is an MS4, the Town of Veteran wolild need to authorize land

disturbance of 5 acres or greater.

Response: It is aniicipated that the Project will disturb more than
Applicant will work with the Town of Veteran to review a wajver re

' f land at one time, and the

on Sheet C401, the
| items.

3. In regard to the layout of the proposed erosion & sedi nt*?comrnﬂs =

proposed silt fence layout should be reviewed and revi;

the contours across a site. Th .

d. The spacing and type of silt fence should with the taiile in the Standard and
Specifications for Sik Fence. ‘ '

e and will locate the silt fence

Response: The revised plans
will be dependent on phasing plan

along confours following th
and final design and will be

Sock Sediment Trap be utilized?
e proposed Compost Filter Sock?

not propose fo use compast filter socks for the Project.

8. What seed mix is proposed to be utilized for this project? This should be included in the SWPRPP
andfor Plans.

Rasponse: The proposed seed mix will be added to the SWPPP fo be prepared prior fo construction.

7. Pertinent specifications and details in the New York State Standards and Specifications for
Erosion and Sediment Control should be included in the SWPPP, including (but not limited to) Soil
Restoration, Topsolling, Fertilizer, Seeding, Mulching, Site pollution Prevention, and Dust Control.

Response: Prior fo construction, a SWPPP will be provided and will include applicable SESC specifications.
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8. How will erosion of recently constriucted ditches and swales be prevented/controlled.

Response: As reflected on Sheet C401, check dams will be installed where necessary fo prevent erosion
of the proposed difches and swales,

9. In regards to the Soii Stockpile Control Detail on Plan Sheet C501,

a. The diameter of the compost filter sock should be noted,
b. How will the end of a length of compost filter sock be placedisecured with the end of an
adjoining iength of compost filter sock?

Response: The revised plans will reflect the removal of the compost fitter sock deta:l as the Applicant does
not propase to use compost filter socks for the Project.

10. A detalt for Erosion Control Blankets on Slope Instaliations i ided. Where would Erosion

Control Blankets be utilized?

Response: The revised plans will reflect the removal of the erosig
does not propose fo use erosion control blankets for the Proje

11. What erosion confrol measures will be employed f
the project site?

Response: Based on feedback from the fandowner, 4
roads as they are.

12. it appears that there are locations where concen ws would oceur, as a result of the
proposed improvements. For example,
' ly discharges to the slopes at the
sult and appropriate measures

reqguire routine leaning. As indicated in the Project's Operation and
conducted that will identify if any equipment needs to be repaired or

Could panels that have been on fire result in pollutants being introduced to the Environment? What
are the Pane! manufacturer’s written procedures for management of damaged panels? Are the
proposed solar panels considersed to be a hazardous waste (in terms of the TCLP)?

Response: The solar panels do not include any polfutants or hazards as reflected in the SDS provided to
the Town of Veteran at the August 2026 meeting. Further, the TCLP confirm that the solar panels can be
disposed of at a landfill the same as normal household trash.

3. Do other electrical system compeonenis have the potential of introducing pollutants to the
snvirgnment? If so, how are these managed?
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Response: The accessory equipment, including the inverters and transformers, do not have the potential
to introduce pollutants to the environment.

4. Are herbicides and/or pesticides proposed to be utilized for this project (incfuding on a routine
basis)?

Response: No, herbicides and/or pesticides are not proposed to be used during construction or operation
of the Project.

5. What other chemicals are preposed to be utilized for this project? What chemicals, fuels, and oils
shall be used on-site during construction? How will these be managed? Will these chemicals
present a risk to the environment, as well as to groundwater supplies.

nstruction and operation of

Response: The Project does not require the storage of any chemicals du
eded and will be done in an

the Project. During construction, vehicles will be re-fueled onsite
ehvironmentally safe manner.

OPERATION & MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

1. in accordance with the Town's Stormwater Managem f i iment Ordinance, a
formal, signed enforceable operation and maintend ‘ provided by the
Applicant. Furthermore, this agreement must ref i d Operation &

Operation & Maintenance Plan, shall be subject to the
the Town’s attorney, and Chemung County Stormwater ¢

n.
he ariginal application included a draft

feement with the Town and will record

Response: The Operation and Maintenat ‘
draft ag

agreement as Aftachment A. The Applicah
the agreement as a deed restriction on the p,

2. The formal, signed enforc
shalf be provided by the A

and executed by the Applicant.
access the property for periodic
inspactions by the T his agreement must be fully consistent with the
Town’s Stormwate , csfon and Sediment Control Ordinance.

Mafrtenance on including specifics of mowing operations {or other
vegetation

um height of vegetation should be specified.
r areas with soil erosion, bare spots, andfor sparse growth.

nance of Bio-Retention Basins, Flow Diffusers, Detention Basins, culverts, ete.
A ccess Drives and ditches (including periodic repairs and
vi Action to iken If concentrated stormwater flows {as opposed to sheet flows) are
eccurring
vii.  from runoff from the panels
vili,  Maintenance of Solar Panels (inciuding washing of modules) and other system

componenis
ix. Maintenance of areas downstream of culveris
x.  Management of chemicals & debris (including broken/inoperable modules)
. Monitoring requirements (including freguency)
¢. Freqguency of and thresholds (triggers) for maintenance activities
d. As part of the Operation & Maintenance Plan, a table outlining inspection tasks shall be
provided that
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e. includes sections for the date of the date of inspection, the results of the inspection, and
other findings
f. and observations.

Response: The Operation and Mainfenance Plan provided with the original application included a draft
agresment as Atfachment A. The Applicant will review the draft agreement with the Town and will record
the agreement as a deed restriction on the properiy following approval execution.

ACCESS DRIVE

1. A Highway Access Permit from the Chemung County Department of Public Works will be required
for the proposed entrance onto Veteran Hill Road. As part of the associated permit application, the
Applicant’s Design Professional shall prepare a report that documents (through field
measurements} the available sight distances for motorists on Vet il Road and for motorists
entering onto Veteran Hill Road. In turn, these available sight di shall be compared to the
minimum required sight distances. This report shall be sta IYS licensed professional
engineer.

Response Frior to construction, the Applicant will obtam a Jeii its | ng a Highway Access

that a single entrance is proposed. Could the lac
present issues for traffic on Veteran Hill Road?

Response: The proposed access road wi the.i
and from the solar fields. Deliveries and # staggerad so that there will not be
any impact or backup on Veteran Hill Roa B

3. A profile of the proposed access drive

ti Hill Road be prohibited?

the Counly fto identify restrictions on turns for
. flaggers and signage will be incorporated into

Response: The App
construction vehicles
construction activities to

ese gates remain, after decommissioning is complete?
emain?

fan was provided with the original application fo the Town. As indicated,
7he Froject including the panels, fencing, accessory equipment, buried
ccess road may remain should the fandowner request.

conduit will be remicvied
MISCELLANEOUS

1. This review perfain stormwater management and erosion & sediment control. The Applicant
is responsible to obtaining ali necessary permits, including those from the Town of Elmira.

Response: The Applicant acknowledges that all permits and approvals will be obtained prior to construction.

10
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We look forward to reviewing and discussing these responses at your convenience. Please let us know if

you have any questions or comments in the interim.

Sincerely,
AKRF, 1nc.

Upphlsstsn

Elizabeth Weatherby
Vice President, Energy Practice

cc: J. Funk, Dynamic Energy
M. McDeviit, Dynamic Energy
J. Macalintal, AKRF, Inc.

ustin Seeney, P.E.
Vice President
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