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A. INTRODUCTION
As required by the Town of Veteran 2026 Solar Law (Local Law No. 1 of 2026), Veteran Hill Road Solar 
LLC (the Operator/Owner) has prepared this Solar Facility Decommissioning Plan (Decommissioning 
Plan) for the Veteran Hill Road Solar Project (the Facility), an approximately 3.8 megawatt alternating 
current (MWac) ground-mounted solar facility to be located on approximately 35 acres of an 
approximately 145-acre plot of land along Veteran Hill Road in the Town of Veteran, Chemung 
County, New York. The intent of this Decommissioning Plan is to provide a general scope of 
decommissioning work and provide an estimate of the bond to be provided to the Town of Veteran (Town) 
for decommissioning assurance. 

B. IMPLEMENTATION OF DECOMMISSIONING PLAN
The Decommissioning Plan will be implemented upon expiration of property rights or in the event the Facility 
is no longer used, is abandoned or damaged beyond repair. 

EXPIRATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS 
Expiration of property rights will occur when the land lease between the Owner/Operator and landowner 
ends. 

ABANDONMENT 
Based on the Town Solar Law, the solar system will be considered abandoned if the Facility is non-
operational for any continuous six-month period. 

CATASTROPHIC DAMAGE 
Based on the Town Solar Law, catastrophic damage is considered if the Facility is damaged beyond repair, 
and the Company elects not to restore operation. 

END OF USEFUL LIFE 
Based on the Town Solar Law, the Facility will be considered at the end of its service life estimated not to 
exceed thirty (30) years from initial operation. 

C. DECOMMISSIONING ACTIVITIES AND SCHEDULE
In the event the Facility meets any of the above-referenced implementation of decommissioning plan 
definitions, the Owner/Operator, as provided for in its lease with the landowner, is responsible for restoring 
the property to the natural condition as it existed before the Facility was installed (excluding tree cover 
which will be allowed to re-propagate naturally), within six (6) months. The Owner/Operator will be 
responsible for obtaining any permits required for the decommissioning prior to starting work. 

The Owner/Operator will coordinate with NYSEG to determine a schedule and procedure for 
disconnecting infrastructure from the point of interconnection, as well as removal and proper disposal of 
all utility-owned structures and equipment. 

The Owner/Operator will have its qualified contractor(s) remove and properly dispose of all operator-
owned above ground structures (equipment, concrete, conduits, structures, fencing, and 
foundations) and underground utilities if less than 48-inches deep. All concrete piers, footers, or 
other supports will be removed to a minimum depth of 48-inches below the soil surface. Electric 
conductors located at the respective range of depth below the ground surface will meet the following 
requirements: • 48-inches plus: All underground electric conduits and direct buried conductors will be

abandoned in place. Applicable conduit risers will be removed, and abandoned conduit will be
sealed or capped to avoid a potential to direct subsurface drainage onto neighboring land
uses.

• Less than 48-inches: All underground direct buried electric conductors and conductors in
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conduit and associated conduit with less than 48-inches of cover will be removed by means of 
causing the least amount of disturbance as possible. 

The Owner/Operator will have its qualified contractor(s) decommission the site in the following general 
sequence:  

• Removal of solar panels and transportation to an approved recycling facility;

• Removal of transformers, inverters and other electrical equipment and transportation to an
approved recycling facility;

• Removal of underground electrical wiring and conduits and transportation to an approved recycling
facility;

• Removal of solar racking system and transportation to an approved recycling facility;

• Removal of concrete pads and racking system foundations and recycling of concrete (unless
otherwise negotiated with landowner);

• Removal of fencing and regrade, as necessary (unless otherwise negotiated with landowner); and

• Restoration of disturbed areas with approved seed mix.

The Owner/Operator will have its qualified contractor(s) remove any solid waste caused by the Facility in 
accordance with local, state, and federal waste disposal regulations. The Owner/Operator will prepare a 
Waste Management Plan at least thirty (30) days prior to decommissioning for review by the Town. 

The Owner/Operator will have its qualified contractor(s) remove all graveled areas and access drives 
installed specifically for the Facility unless the landowner requests for it to remain. 

The Owner/Operator will be responsible for restoration of the property, including seeding lands with a low-
growing species to help stabilize soil conditions post-decommissioning, unless otherwise negotiated with 
the landowner. 

Prior to the start of construction, photographs of the existing conditions at the property will be taken and will 
be included in an updated Decommissioning Plan to document pre-construction conditions. 

D. DECOMMISSIONING ASSURANCE
Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the Owner/Operator shall enter into a mutually acceptable security 
agreement (form, sufficiency, and manner of execution) with the Town, which shall require a surety to be 
issued by a bonding or surety company licensed and authorized to do business in the State of New York or 
as otherwise approved by the Town. 

FORM OF DECOMMISSIONING ASSURANCE 
The Owner/Operator shall provide financial security in the form of a reclamation or removal bond (or other 
mutually acceptable form) naming the Town of Veteran as Oblige to guarantee that funds and access to the 
property are available for the decommissioning of the facility should the Owner/Operator fail to 
decommission the facility as required. The form of assurance will be stated in the Decommissioning 
Agreement included as Attachment B. 

Although the Owner/Operator, currently Veteran Hill Road Solar LLC, intends to perform the 
decommissioning required, unforeseen circumstances are possible. In the event Veteran Hill Road Solar 
LLC declares bankruptcy, goes out of business, or sells, transfers or assigns its right to another entity, it’s 
successor shall be required by such sale, transfer or assignment to assume the obligations to 
decommission the facility in accordance 
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with this Decommissioning Plan and to keep the surety in full force and effect during the useful life of the 
Facility. 

AMOUNT OF DECOMMISSIONING ASSURANCE 
The value of the decommissioning assurance, which was prepared by a qualified engineer is included as 
Attachment A for each of the financial security options listed in Attachment B.  
 
The Owner/Operator shall provide decommissioning assurance in the form agreed upon by the Town prior to 
issuance of a building permit. The decommissioning bond estimate shall be reviewed by a third-party 
engineer every five (5) years after the issuance of Town approval to ensure the adequacy of the amount. 

USE OF DECOMMISSIONING ASSURANCE 
The Town of Veteran shall have the right to make a claim against the decommissioning assurance in the 
event that the solar energy system is abandoned, considered as a period of one (1) year without continuous 
service, unless an extension is requested and approved by the Town Board. 
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Decommissioning Security Estimate 
Veteran Hill Road Solar Project 
Veteran Hill Road, Town of Veteran, Chemung County, NY 
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Option A. Engineer’s Estimate and Surety Bond 

Option B. Engineer’s Estimate and Escrow  

Item No. Task Unit Cost 
($$)1 

Project 
Capacity 

(MW) 
Unit Estimated Cost 

001 Remove Rack Wiring $2,459 3.8 $/MW $9,344 
002 Remove Panels $2,450 3.8 $/MW $9,310 
003 Dismantle Racks $12,350 3.8 $/MW $46,930 
004 Remove Electrical Equipment $1,850 3.8 $/MW $7,030 
005 Breakup and Remove Concrete Pads $1,500 3.8 $/MW $5,700 
006 Remove Racks $7,800 3.8 $/MW $29,640 
007 Remove Cable $6,500 3.8 $/MW $24,700 
008 Remove Ground Screws and Power Poles $13,850 3.8 $/MW $52,630 
009 Remove Fence $4,950 3.8 $/MW $18,810 
010 Grading $4,000 3.8 $/MW $15,200 
011 Seed Disturbed Areas $250 3.8 $/MW $950 
012 Truck to Recycling Center $2,250 3.8 $/MW $8,550 
013 Administration of Decommissioning    $5,400 

Estimated Decommissioning Cost $234,194 
Surety Bond/Escrow Value (125% of Cost) $263,468 

Notes: 
1 Unit Costs taken from 2023 NYSERDA Guidance on Decommissoning Solar Panel Systems 
This estimate does not include salvage value 

 
 
Option C. Per Megawatt Rate + Surety Bond 
 
Option D. Per Megawatt Rate + Escrow Account 
 

Unit Cost ($$)1 Project Capacity (MW) Unit Estimated Cost 
$50,000 3.8 $/MW $190,000 

Estimated Decommissioning Cost (2025) $190,000 
Estimated Decommission Cost (2045) $311,3372 

Notes: 
1 Per Megawatt Cost provided by Town of Veteran Solar Law (Local Law 3 of 2025). 
2 The decommissioning security amount will increase annually 2.5% compounded.  
This estimate does not include salvage value 
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7.2 Effective Date of Notice -Notices are effective upon receipt or refusal. Email is effective only upon 

written confirmation of receipt. 

7.3 Notice Addresses-Notices shall be sent to: 

If to the Town: 

Town of Veteran 

Attn: David Lewis 

4049 Watkins Road 

Millport, New York 14864 

town.supervisor@townofveteranny.gov 

If to the Company: 

Company Name. ___________________ _ 

Attn: Representative Name and Title _ __ _________ _ 

Company Address. ___________________ _ 

Company Email for routine communications _________ _ 

ARTICLE VIII - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

8.1 Governing Law and Venue - This Agreement is governed by New York law. Venue lies exclusively in 
Chemung County Supreme Court. 

8.2 No Waiver-No waiver of any breach shall constitute a waiver of any subsequent breach. 

8.3 Severability-If any provision is held invalid, the remainder shall remain in effect. 

8.4 Entire Agreement -This Agreement and its exhibits represent the entire agreement between the 

Parties. 

8.5 Amendment-Amendments must be in writing and signed by both Parties. 

8.6 Further Assurances - The Parties agree to take any further actions necessary to effectuate this 

Agreement. 

8. 7 Successors and Assigns - This Agreement binds and benefits the Parties and their successors and

permitted assigns.

8.8 Counterparts and Electronic Execution -Electronic or scanned signatures are valid as originals. 

8.9 Professional Services Reimbursement - The Company shall reimburse the Town for all costs incurred 

for professional services in accordance with Local Law shall be reimbursed by the Company pursuant to 
the Town local law: A Local Law Pertaining to Professional Services Reimbursement, including but not 

limited to engineering, legal, consulting, enforcement, and compliance-related services. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the date first above written. 

Town of Veteran, NY 

By:----------­

Name: David Lewis 

Title: Town Supervisor 

Date: ________ _ 

Company/ Owner Name. _____________ _ _ _____ _ 

By:------- ----

Name: _______ __ 

Title: ________ _ 

Date: ________ _ 

23001073 
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