
 
 

 TOP News on Water:   March, 2022 
 
Committee Mission: “To achieve a permanent safe drinking water solution, within the current site 
investigation area in the Town of Peshtigo, at the expense of the identified responsible party.”  
 
TIMELINE UPDATES: 
February, 2022 
2/3: Town of Peshtigo Public Listening Session at Little River Country Club  
2/10: (Thursday) City of Marinette opts out of summit participation 
2/15: (Tuesday) Summit #4 Takes place with Facilitator, City of Peshtigo, Town of Peshtigo, DNR 
Next steps to ensure a beneficial option for City residents: Service Study & Capacity Modeling 
2/22: TOP letter to WI Department of Justice regarding Tyco/JCI failure to comply 
2/22: TOP letter to WI Department of Natural Resources regarding Tyco/JCI failure to comply 
2/23: Natural Resource Board public testimony provided on behalf of Town.  NRB ended in a tie 
vote (one abstention) on ground water standards resulting in NO PFAS ground water standards.       
*NOTE: the NRB board is currently comprised of skewed appointments.  One member has 
refused to vacate his seat until the legislative body confirms his replacement, but the legislative 
body refuses to bring the replacement nomination to the floor for a vote, effectively holding 
ransom a seat that does not reflect the will of the people.  
2/24: JCI notifies Summit stakeholders of their intentions to breach the confidentiality 
agreement and directly target 1A residents with an annexation campaign.  (see counter points 
below dated 3/1/22). 
3/1: JCI begins challenging reimbursement of previously approved services.  Very much in 
keeping with their ongoing lack of credibility and deception. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION TO PUBLIC: 
3/1/22 Almost a year ago, I was elected to represent the Town of Peshtigo on a platform of 
SAFE drinking water to all those impacted by PFAS contamination caused by Tyco/Johnson 
Controls (Tyco/JCI).  From the outside looking in it may seem we are no closer to that solution, 
but that assumption would be wrong.  The tireless work done over the past year has clarified 
viable solutions, opened doors of communication and cleared the fog from any lens of 
uncertainty as to the next steps.  Our goal was, and still is, to provide a source of water for all 
residents whose wells have been contaminated, at no cost to those residents or the town 
taxpayers in general.  We are continuing to work toward that goal.  It is not acceptable that the 
town residents be forced to pay to solve a problem they did not cause. 
 



Town residents are now being directly targeted by Tyco/JCI with the narrative that Tyco/JCI can 
provide them with a solution that fixes the problem they created.  The current Tyco/JCI strategy 
is to scare residents into believing that annexation is their best path forward.  Rather than simply 
trusting that Tyco/JCI is suddenly concerned with your welfare, consider the impacts of 
annexation both to you, as well as to the neighbors you would be leaving behind.  Consider what 
Tyco/JCI probably did not tell you. 
 
Annexation to the city of Marinette will require you to pay city taxes, rather than the much lower 
town tax levy.  By my calculations, the difference in town and city mill rates would mean that 
the owner of a $200,000 home would pay an additional $1,598.00 in property taxes each year.  
Properties in the city have to pay municipal water rates on an ongoing basis, and city ordinances 
also require you to connect to the public sanitary sewer system and pay sanitary sewer charges 
each month.  City residents also pay stormwater utility charges to the city.   
 
Annexation would make you subject to all of the city’s rules.  Consider whether you prefer to be 
able to hunt and discharge firearms on your property, or burn brush, or ride ATVs and 
snowmobiles.  These issues may be more or less important to each individual but consider the 
regulations the city will enforce before deciding annexation sounds like a good deal. 
 
In the unlikely event you consider annexation to be in your best interest, I encourage you to 
consider your neighbors as well.  Nobody but the town is fighting for those residents with 
contaminated wells that are located outside of the Tyco/JCIs self-prescribed study area.  The 
more residents Tyco/JCI is able to siphon out of the town, the more difficult a water solution 
would be for those residents who are not being solicited for annexation.  The area Tyco/JCI is 
promising to serve is also the most densely populated part of the town, where service costs per 
resident are the lowest.  The town will still have all of its fixed expenses such as the recycling 
center, employee wages etc., and most of its variable expenses, such as road maintenance and 
snow plowing, but would lose a high percentage of its tax base.  Town of Peshtigo residents will 
be left the same operating costs to be divided amongst a smaller number of taxpayers meaning 
increased taxes for all.  Is “divide and conquer” really the best solution for the town?  As 
someone who lives in the area Tyco/JCI is promising to serve, and who could arguably benefit 
from the proposal being made, I plan to stay put.  I plan to hold the line.  I know first-hand, each 
and every variable at play and it’s the only option that allows my conscience to rest well at night. 
 
If you feel disconnected, scared, unaware, please attend our monthly town water meetings the 
first Thursday of each month at 5:00 at the Town Hall.  Sign up for digital notices from the 
townofpeshtigo.org website and you will be kept informed of all progress and efforts being made 
on your behalf.  Once you consider the facts, I trust you will say NO to annexation and YES to 
SAFE DRINKING WATER FOR ALL. 
 
Cindy Boyle – Town of Peshtigo Chair and resident in the Tyco contamination area  

 


