
Town of Lynne 
Oneida County 

Tripoli, WI 54564 
 

 

November 10, 2011 

 

Oneida County Board 

PO Box 400, Courthouse 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

 

 

Dear Board Members, 

 

We the undersigned representatives of the Town of Lynne wish to make clear that we do 

not support the efforts of the County to authorize mining within the Town of Lynne.  As 

you may be aware, a survey was conducted where over 75% of the respondents were not 

in favor of the mine proposal.  Our greatest concerns are: 

 

 Environmental impact, most notably water quality.  We do not believe it is 

possible to be guaranteed our ground water and water resources will not be 

polluted.  We respectfully remind you of the fact that the current Oneida County 

Land and Resource Management Plan, a document approved by your members, 

lists 9 streams within the Town of Lynne as ‘Exceptional Resource Waters’ 

(EWR).  The Willow Reservoir, which lies less than one-half mile from the 

proposed mine site, is designated as an ‘Outstanding Resource Water’ (OWR).   

 

 Both short and long term economic impact.  A sudden influx of residents, workers 

and housing that have a temporary life span will have both short and long term 

negative impacts on property values and businesses in the Town.   

 

 Noise pollution.  Machinery and trucks will only add to existing traffic noise and 

have a detrimental effect on the quality of life and tourism.   

 

 Overuse of existing resources and infrastructure.  Roads, utilities and forest 

resources will be taxed to their limits and require constant repair.  Fire and 

ambulance resources are currently not adequate for such a large operation.   

 

 Dissatisfaction with the interested parties.  All three of the interested mining 

companies have either no mining experience or negative backgrounds in mining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We ask that on behalf of the landowners in the Town of Lynne, the County Board 

abandon any further mining consideration.  This has been a source of worry for not only 

our townspeople, but surrounding neighbors as well, for more than two years now.  The 

County Mining Impact Committee has continued to move forward with this operation 

only exploring how to do this and never asking ‘Should we do this?’ 

 

This is a question our residents have asked and have concluded “NO”.  The possible 

positive impacts to our Town have been considered and it is clear the risks far outweigh 

the possible gains.  The landowners in the Town of Lynne appreciate the natural beauty 

and peacefulness of our Town and do not want that threatened or disturbed.   

 

We ask that this endeavor no longer be pursued.   

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________                      _____________________________ 

Dave Schatzley, Town Chairperson   Jeffrey Viegut, Supervisor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________  _____________________________ 

Lloyd Strasburg, Supervisor  Kriste Strasburg, Local Impact 

Committee Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This letter was approved of and signed on 

November 9, 2011 


