TOWN OF GRANT
PORTAGE COUNTY, WISCONSIN

FIRE INSPECTION RESPONSIBILITES
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06

The Town Board of the Town of Grant, Portage County, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows:
SECTION 1: Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish the authority and responsibility for conducting
annual fire safety inspections within the Town of Grant. The intent is to identify and correct
potential fire hazards to ensure the safety of all occupants, visitors, emergency responders, and
public at large.

SECTION 2: Designation of Fire Inspectors

A. The Grand Rapids Fire Department and the Plainfield Fire Department are designated
as the agencies to conduct fire inspections within the Town of Grant in accordance with
their respective areas per the map attached hereto and incorporated herein, and any
agreement with the Town of Grant regarding fire inspection services.

B. The Fire Chief of the Plainfield Fire Department and the Fire Chief of the Grand Rapids
Fire Department or their designees shall perform all statutory duties of the Fire
Inspector, including Wis. Stat. § 101.14, in their respective areas within the Town of
Grant.

C. All persons conducting fire inspections shall have training and certification as required
by the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services.

SECTION 3: Scope of Inspection

A. Annual Inspections. The Fire Chiefs or their designees are authorized to reduce the
frequency of fire inspections required under Wis. Admin. Code SPS § 314.01(13)(b)3
and 5, to at least once per calendar year, provided the interval between those inspections
does not exceed 15 months. The Town of Grant may require more frequent inspections

in accordance with any agreement regarding fire inspection services.

B. Excluded Properties. The interior of private dwellings is exempt from routine annual
inspections unless a fire hazard is reported, or otherwise provided by law.

C. Areas of Inspection. Inspections shall be conducted in a manner consistent with Wis.
Admin. Code SPS Ch. 314, and any other applicable law. The inspection shall include,
but is not limited to:

1. Fire protection systems, including alarms, extinguishers, and sprinklers;

2. Emergency and exit lighting;

3. Exit routes and passageways;



4. Storage of hazardous or flammable materials;
5. Electrical hazards;
6. Building maintenance and general housekeeping; and
7. Occupancy load and use.
SECTION 4: Right of Entry

While acting as Fire Inspector under Wis. Stat. § 101.14(2), the Fire Chiefs or designees shall
have the right and authority to enter any building or upon any premises within the Town of
Grant, except those excluded private dwellings, at all reasonable hours for the purpose of
making inspections of investigations which, under the Town of Grant’s ordinances, he or she
may deem necessary, within their respective area.

SECTION 5: Notification and Correction of Hazards

A. Written Notice. If the Fire Inspector discovers any violation of local, state, or federal
law relating to fire hazards and prevention of fires within their respective areas, he or
she shall provide a written notice of the violation to the property owner or occupant
detailing said violation and provide a reasonable timeframe to correct the violation.

B. Failure to Comply. Ifthe owner or occupant fails to correct the fire hazard within the
designated timeframe, the violation shall be deemed a public nuisance. The Town of
Grant may take legal action to enforce compliance or abate the nuisance in accordance
with statute and any applicable Town of Grant ordinance including those penalties
within the Town of Grant Zoning Ordinance.

SECTION 6: Maintenance of Reports

Written reports of fire inspections shall be made and kept on file in the office of the Fire Chief
for the Grand Rapids Fire Department or the Fire Chief for the Plainfield Fire Department in
the manner of form required by the Department of Safety and Professional Services for their
respective areas within the Town of Grant. A copy of such reports shall be filed with the
applicable Fire Chief.

SECTION 7: If any provision of this Ordinance is invalid or unconstitutional, or if the
application of this Ordinance to any person or circumstances is found invalid or unconstitutional by a
Court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the provisions
or application of this Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid or unconstitutional
provision or application.

SECTION 8: All Ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.



SECTION 9: This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect from and after its
passage and publication or posting as required by law.

Adopted this 12" day of August, 2026.
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