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       Town of Copake 

     Special Town Board Meeting 

Tuesday, September 5, 2023 

   5:30PM 

 

This meeting is being held “in-person” in Town Hall. The access information for the meeting has been 

posted and there are members of the public present virtually. 

Members Present:  Supervisor Mettler, Councilperson Wolf, and Councilperson Gansowski.  

Councilperson Sullivan is participating remotely under “extraordinary circumstances”. 

Present: Town Clerk, Lynn Connolly and Ken Dow 

Call to Order 

At 5:30pm, Supervisor Mettler opens the Special Town Board meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Supervisor Mettler mentions that this meeting is open to the public for anyone in town hall or joining us 
online.  This meeting is being recorded and will be posted online within five business days.  Supervisor 
Mettler mentions that Councilperson Sullivan is attending remotely and her presence at Town Hall is 
excused due to extraordinary circumstances.  Supervisor Metter, Councilperson Wolf, and Councilperson 
Gansowski agree that Councilperson Sullivan can both participate and vote. 

Announcements 

Supervisor Mettler announces that Saturday, September 9, 2023, there will be a meeting in Town Hall 
regarding the NY Forward Grant.  The presentation will be made by Margaret Irwin of Riverstreet 
Planning. 

Supervisor Mettler has sent an email to the Town Board regarding the need of volunteers for the Roe 
Jan Ramble that is scheduled for September 23rd. 

At this time, Supervisor Mettler recognizes and thanks the Housing Review Committee, Meredith Kane, 
Bob Haight, and Dale Peterson for all of their effort and hard work as we are about to consider 
Introductory Local Law No. 9 of 2023, A Local Law to Promote Affordable Housing in the Town of 
Copake. 

Ken Dow joins the meeting at this time. 

Supervisor Mettler states that this meeting was called to address any business that would come before 
the Town Board.  The only business is the further consideration of Introductory Local Law No. 9 of 2023, 
A Local Law to Promote Affordable Housing in the Town of Copake which was the subject of a Public 
Hearing on August 22, 2023. 

Supervisor Mettler notes that communications were received today from Marcia Becker which was 
distributed to the Town Board.  Supervisor Mettler also had a conversation with Margaret Irwin who has 
helped the Town Board with many grants as well as the Comprehensive Plan.  Supervisor Mettler sent 
her a copy of the proposed Affordable Housing Law because she thought it might assist the town in 
terms of our application on NY Forward since it is proposing ways to address the housing issue.  
Supervisor Mettler mentions that at the end of this past week, the governor said that there would be a 
benefit given to towns that could show that they had improved the number of affordable houses in 
municipalities.  Supervisor Mettler did suggest to Ms. Irwin that we were in the process of adopting this 
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law and Ms. Irwin called Supervisor Mettler earlier today and suggested that we show this law to the 
NYS Division of Local Government Services and ask them for an advisory opinion.  Supervisor Mettler put 
Ms. Irwin in touch with Ken Dow regarding this. 

At this time, Supervisor Mettler asks Ken Dow to comment on this in which he does in detail. 

Several questions were raised by the Town Board and a lengthy conversation ensued. 

It is agreed by the Town Board, on the advice of counsel, to move forward regarding Introductory Local 
Law No. 9 of 2023, A Local Law to Promote Affordable Housing in the Town of Copake.  

Supervisor Mettler states for the record, that the law that is being considered today has been revised 
and improved as a result of the many comments that the Town Board heard on August 22, 2023. 

At this time, Ken Dow goes over parts two and three of the SEQRA form and the draft Negative 
Declaration with the Town Board. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Mettler and seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to adopt the 
Negative Declaration dated September 5, 2023 with regard to the local law entitled A Local Law to 
Promote Affordable Housing in the Town of Copake. 

Supervisor Mettler notes that Councilperson Judd has joined the meeting virtually but not under 
extraordinary circumstances so his vote will not be included. 

Roll Call Vote.                                     Supervisor Mettler  yes 
     Councilperson Wolf  yes 
     Councilperson Gansowski yes 
                                                                         Councilperson Judd  NOT ABLE TO VOTE 
     Councilperson Sullivan  yes 

Four in favor.  Motion approved. 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Mettler and seconded by Councilperson Wolf to adopt Introductory 
Local Law No. 9 of 2023, A Local Law to Promote Affordable Housing in the Town of Copake. 
 
Roll Call Vote.                                     Supervisor Mettler  yes 
     Councilperson Wolf  yes 
     Councilperson Gansowski yes 
                                                                         Councilperson Judd  NOT ABLE TO VOTE 
     Councilperson Sullivan  yes  

Four in favor.  Motion approved. 

Supervisor Mettler states that this local law has passed unanimously and it will be filed with New York 
State. 

Supervisor Mettler states that it’s the consensus of the Town Board to send a copy of this law to the 
New York State Division of Local Government Services asking for an advisory opinion. 

Supervisor Mettler and the Town Board again thank the Housing Review Committee and Ken Dow for 
their extraordinary efforts on this. 
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A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf and seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to adjourn the 
meeting. 

Four in favor.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lynn Connolly 


