
Countywide Conservation Plan  

Synopsis of EMC discussion at the June 26th meeting. 

 CLC seeks to develop a Columbia County Conservation Vision 

o In parallel with CLC’s organizational strategic planning process CLC is planning to 

develop a Countywide conservation vision that will inform CLC’s priorities for 

future acquisition and preservation of lands in the county, identify important 

cultural and community resources, determine appropriate siting for renewable 

energy, and identify lands suitable for the development of affordable housing. To 

develop the plan, CLC intends to collaborate with partner organizations and 

municipalities to inform and align conservation and open space planning 

priorities within the county. CLC hopes that the resulting plan will be adopted by 

the County board of supervisors. The plan may also be used in efforts to establish 

community preservation funds in towns that have an interest. 

 

 DEC Hudson River Estuary Program Grant Opportunity 

o DEC’s HREP is currently offering grant opportunity to support the development of 

open space plans.   

o CLC is in the process of applying for a ‘Stewardship’ grant that will provide funds 

to hire a consultant, organize meetings with a group of local stakeholders, 

complete outreach to the public in our communities, and ultimately draft a 

Countywide Conservation Plan. 

o The plan will build off the existing data contained in the NRI. 

 1)  Creating an index to identify open spaces with conservation, historical, 

or scenic significance and list them in priority order for acquisition or 

preservation. 

 2) Creating an ‘open space plan’/community preservation project (CPP) 

plan that includes strategies and actions for the protection of priority 

parcels.  

 

 EMC’s Role  

o In the short term: 

 Report back to get letters of support from individual towns. A sample 

letter has been provided that can be modified by individual towns and 

supervisors as needed. If possible, letters of support should be provided 

to CLC by July 11, 2023. 

o In the long term: 

 If the grant is awarded, there will be an opportunity to participate in the 

creation of the plan by participating in regular meetings with the 



committee/advisory group, attending public workshops and outreach 

events to collect community input, and providing feedback on the plan. 

 Assist CLC in our effort to have the resulting plan adopted by the 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors and be recognized as the 

countywide open space plan.  

 

 

 

 


