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Draft of Town of Copake Regulations Pertaining to Slaughterhouses  
 
Purpose. 
  
To accommodate farms in Copake so that they can slaughter, process or sell their farm products in a 
manner that balances the needs of those farmers and nearby residents. 

 

§ 1. Section 232-3 of the Code of the Town of Copake is amended by adding the following definitions, in 
alphabetical order, as follows: 
 
POULTRY  –  Domesticated or wild game birds raised for human consumption, but not including 
ostriches or other ratites. 
 
POULTRY OR RABBIT PROCESSING FACILITY  –  An enclosed farm building where poultry or rabbits are 
killed and prepared for sales for human consumption. 
 
§ 2. Paragraphs (3) through (6) of subdivision (O.) of section 232-9 of the Code of the Town of Copake 
are renumbered as paragraphs (4) through (7), respectively. 
 
§ 3. Subdivision (O.) of section 232-9 of the Code of the Town of Copake is amended by adding a new 
paragraph (3), as follows: 
 
(3) An on-farm poultry or rabbit processing facility is a permitted agricultural use in an Agricultural 
District established pursuant to Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law, 
subject to the following requirements and restrictions: 
 

(a) Applicability and Exemptions. 

[1] These local regulations shall apply to any poultry or rabbit processing facility that slaughters 
and/or processes between 1,001 and 8,000 poultry birds or rabbits, or between 256 and 2000 
turkeys, per year. 
 
[2] For purposes  of this subdivision, one turkey shall be counted as four poultry birds. 
 
[3] A facility that slaughters or processes in excess of 8,000 rabbits or birds, or 2,000 turkeys, per year 
is prohibited. 
 
[4] A poultry or rabbit processing facility that slaughters or processes up to 250 turkeys or 1,000 
rabbits or poultry birds of other species annually or that is exempt from the licensing provisions of 
Article 5-A of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law pursuant to section 96-d of such 
article shall be exempt from the requirements and restrictions of this subdivision. 
 
[5] This section shall not be construed to prohibit or regulate custom slaughtering or the slaughtering 
or processing of animals exempt from the licensing provisions of Article 5-A of the New York State 
Agriculture and Markets Law pursuant to the enumerated exemptions contained within section 96-d 
of such article. 
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(b) Regulations. 

[1] The poultry or rabbit processing facility shall be located on the premises of a farm operation, as 
such term is defined in section three hundred one of the New York State Agriculture and Markets 
Law. 
 
[2] No animals except poultry and rabbits raised on the premises of the farm operation on which the 
poultry or rabbit processing facility is located shall be permitted to be slaughtered or processed. An 
animal shall be considered “raised” on the host farm operation if it was fed, sheltered, or otherwise 
tended to on the premises of such farm operation for at least seventy-five percent (75%) of its life 
span immediately preceding its slaughter and processing. 
 
[3] There shall be a limit of 8,000 poultry or rabbits, or 2,000 turkeys, or a proportional combination 
therof, slaughtered or processed in any calendar year. 
 
[4] No person shall operate a poultry or rabbit processing facility unless that person has first 
obtained any and all required state and federal licenses or permits, including USDA certification, 
where required. 
 
[5] The processing facility must meet all state and county regulations applicable to the facility and 
must be brought up-to-date when such regulations are revised. 
 
[6] Before a building permit is issued for a poultry or rabbit processing facility or a poultry or rabbit 
processing facility can be deemed a permitted agricultural use, the applicant must obtain a modified 
site plan approval from the Planning Board.  Any change in use of an existing building or site to a 
processing facility requires a building permit and modified site plan approval by the Planning Board. 
A purpose of the modified site plan review is to ensure the health and safety of residents in any 
adjacent homes and, to the maximum extent practicable, to minimize or avoid adverse effects upon 
the environment and adjacent residences. A public hearing upon the application shall be held unless 
the Planning Board determines such hearing to be unnecessary, based upon the scope of the 
application and its potential impact upon the environment or surrounding properties. A modified 
site plan review for purposes of this section shall require the submission of, and consist of a review 
of, the following: 

[a] Sketch of the parcel on a location map (e.g., tax map) showing boundaries and dimensions of 
the parcel of land involved and identifying contiguous properties, the owners of such contiguous 
properties, and any known easements or rights-of-way and roadways. 

[b] Identification of the existing features of the site including land and water areas, water, sewer 
or septic systems, and the approximate location of all existing structures on or immediately 
adjacent to the site. 

[c] Representation of the proposed location and arrangement of buildings and uses on the site, 
including means of ingress and egress, parking and circulation of traffic. 

[d] Indication of the proposed location and arrangement of specific land uses, such as pasture, 
crop fields, woodland, livestock containment areas, or manure storage or composting sites. 

[e] Sketch of any proposed building, structure or sign, including exterior dimensions and 
elevations of front, side and rear views, including copies of any available blueprints, plans or 
drawings of same. 
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[f] A showing or statement by the applicant that any exterior lighting installed in connection with 
the processing facility shall be downward-directed and installed so that no part of the light bulb or 
light source is visible beyond the property boundary. 

[g] A description of the existing and/or proposed farm operation and a narrative of the intended 
use and location of proposed buildings, structures or signs, including any anticipated changes in 
the existing topography and natural features of the parcel to accommodate the changes. This shall 
include the name and address of the applicant and any professional advisors. If the applicant is 
not the owner of the property, provide authorization of the owner. 

[h] If a structure is proposed to be located within 200 feet of a stream, pond, lake, or other water 
body or wetland, the applicant shall provide a copy of the floodplain map and wetland map that 
corresponds with the boundaries of the property. 

[i] Application form and fee, if required. 
 

[7] The land upon which the facility rests must be a minimum single parcel of seven acres. 
 
[8] The room or area within a structure where processing will take place must be set back a 
minimum of two hundred feet from any property line. 
 
[9] Any new structure must be located a minimum of 100 feet from any stream, pond, lake, or other 
water body or wetland. 
 
[10] These requirements apply whether the facility is newly constructed or a re-use of a barn or 
other existing structure. 
 
[11] The Planning Board may authorize composting of offal based on the suitability of the site for 
such use in accordance with section three hundred one of the New York State Agriculture and 
Markets Law and section 17-2103 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law. The 
Planning Board may require up to a five hundred foot setback for placement of the composting 
facility.  If composting is not a viable method for addressing waste from the processing facility, the 
offal shall be removed from premises within twenty-four hours. 

 

 


