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 Recently, some Copake residents have reported receiving from 

Hecate, the Chicago-based energy company, its “Notice of Intent to File an 

Application” for siting approval for the proposed Shepherd’s Run industrial-

size power plant.  In the notice, Hecate says it intends to file its application 

with the new Office of Renewable Energy Siting (“ORES”) on or about July 

15th. 

 You will recall that, after repeatedly telling us that it would keep its 

project proposal in the State’s “Article 10” siting-approval process, Hecate 

did an abrupt about-face and announced that it was transferring its efforts 

to to the more streamlined, more developer-friendly, more anti-Home Rule 

process known as 94-c (Section 94-c of the State Executive Law).   

 As unsympathetic to local laws and residents’ concerns as 94-c is, 

ORES’ newly-enacted regulations pay “lip-service” to Copake and other 

“host communities” (there’s an ironic term…) by requiring that a project 

developer must have a substantive meeting with the chief executive of the 

Town (Supervisor Mettler) at least 60 days before a siting permit 

application can be filed with ORES.  According to the regulations, at this 

meeting Hecate must do the following:   

describe the facility and the environment into which it would be constructed; 
 
provide a detailed map showing where each of the power plant 
components would be placed (panels, inverters, additional substation, 
access roads, transmission lines, etc.); 
 
summarize Copake’s laws governing “the construction, operation, 
maintenance, and decommissioning” of the proposed industrial power 



 

 

plant, and list those laws for which it will ask ORES to rule that Hecate may 
ignore them because they would be “unreasonably burdensome”; 
 
identify all of the things Hecate has done to comply with Copake’s laws, 
“through design changes or otherwise”; and, 
 
consult with the Town to identify potential impacts of the proposed 
industrial power plant on Craryville and the larger Copake community, 
(“including, but not necessarily limited to, transportation and visual 
resources”) to be able to include these potential impacts in its application to 
ORES. 
 
 So, this meeting is important because it is supposed to be 

substantive, and Hecate is supposed to meet to share the required, 

detailed information with Copake at least 60 days before the application 

gets filed.  But Hecate says it intends to file on or about July 15th.  That’s 

35 days from now, and there’s still been no meeting. 

 Hecate first requested the mandated pre-application meeting in mid-

April.  Through Copake’s solar attorney and environmental engineer, we 

requested information in advance of the meeting so that we could have a 

useful discussion about the details of Hecate’s proposal.   Hecate declined 

to provide the information sought, so we’ve been at an impasse.  And now, 

with its Notice of Intent to File Application, Hecate is acting as if it intends to 

ignore the ORES requirement to have a substantive meeting before it files.   

 Furthermore, the ORES regulations require a second pre-filing 

meeting:  with the community, specifically “community members who may 

be adversely impacted by the siting of the facility”.  And the required 

community meeting must take place after the meeting with the Town 

Supervisor, and also at least 60 days before filing. 



 

 

 If Hecate goes ahead and attempts to file an application without the 

two mandated meetings, it is the Town’s position that, by its own 

regulations, ORES may not accept the application.   

 This could be an early test of ORES’ objectivity.    

 We will continue to monitor developments and keep everyone posted. 


