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•
Com

m
unity Values m

apping

•
Buildout Analysis

•
Ecological Conservation Focus Areas

•
Tiered Ecological Priorities

Forest W
ild

life &
 C

om
m

unities Project 2010-2013
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m
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alues



M
axim

um
 Build

out

DISTRICT

POTUNIT

Airport Com
m

ercial
0

Access Road Com
m

ercial
0

Bobbin M
ill Com

m
ercial

0
Forest Reserve

147
Germ

an Flats Com
m

ercial
0

Rural Residential
2,459

Alpine Village
131

Sugarbush
Village 

Com
m

ercial
0

Sugarbush Village 
Residential

470
Vacation Residential

374
W

arren Village 
Com

m
ercial

0
W

arren Village Residential
114

Total
3,695



Seven E
colog

ical Princip
les

1.
M

aintain large, intact patches of native vegetation.

2.
Protect habitats that are key to the distribution and abundance of priority species (identified in 

the 2006 Verm
ont W

ildlife Action Plan).

3.
Protect exem

plary natural com
m

unities and aquatic features.

4.
M

aintain connections am
ong w

ildlife habitats for species m
ovem

ent and gene flow
.

5.
M

aintain significant ecological processes (such as w
etlands and floodplains recharging 

groundw
ater and filtering surface w

ater).

6.
Contribute to regional persistence of rare species by protecting their habitat locally.

7.
Ensure that the full range of native biological diversity is m

aintained by protecting ecosystem
s 

that are poorly represented in the landscape
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Tiered
 E

colog
ical Priorities

For Planning Com
m

issions & DRBs to 
identify levels of ecological priorities

A
cres

%
 of three 

tow
n area

%
 of this 

conservation class 
N

O
T 

D
E

V
E

L
O

PA
B

L
E

 
under tow

ns’ 
current zoning and 

regulation

Prim
ary 

C
onservation A

reas
23,579

35.95%
75.16%

Secondary 
C

onservation A
reas

24,841
37.87%

57.07%

Tertiary 
C

onservation A
reas

9,100
13.87%

62.29%



Prim
ary C

onservation A
rea

Prim
ary Conservation Areas
•

Rare, Threatened, &
 Endangered species elem

ent occurrences
•

W
etlands &

 Stream
s (w

ith 50' buffers)
•

Bat hibernacula w
ith 300' buffer

•
All lands over 2700' for bicknellsthrush 

•
Riparian habitats

•
Vernal pool w

ith 100' buffer
•

FEM
A 100yr floodplain

•
Fluvial erosion hazard zone

•
S1,S2 S3 natural com

m
unities and other locally significant N

atural 
Com

m
unities that have a sm

all or large patch size
•

Road crossings that occur on rt100, rt17, Germ
an Flats Rd, East W

arren 
Rd, and Sugarbush

access rd
•

All lands w
ith natural cover (using 2006 CCAP) w

ithin 1/4 m
ile of the 

above significant road crossings



Prim
ary C

onservation Areas

•35.95%
 of 3 tow

n area
•75.16%

 of PC
A

 already 
protected under 
current zoning &

 
regs

Prim
ary C

onservation A
rea



Second
ary C

onservation A
reas

Secondary Conservation Areas (EXCLU
DES ALL LAN

DS Covered in Prim
ary 

Conservation Areas)
•Vernal pools w

ith 600' buffer
•Early SuccessionalHabitats (
•Ledges 
•Grassland
•Locally significant natural com

m
unities and N

O
T included in N

o 
Touch (=S4 and S5 N

atural com
m

unities or ones w
ith M

atrix 
patch size)

•Road crossings that are N
O

T included in N
o touch (= road crossings 

on sm
aller roads w

ith less vehicle traffic)
•All lands w

ith natural cover (using 2006 CCAP) w
ithin 1/4 m

ile of 
the above road crossings



Second
ary C

onservation A
reasSecondary C

onservation Areas

•37 %
 of 3 tow

n area
•57%

 of SC
A

 already 
protected under 
current zoning &

 
regs



Tertiary C
onservation A

reas

Tertiary C
onservation Areas

Tertiary Conservation Areas 
(EXCLU

DES ALL LAN
DS Covered in 

Prim
ary &

 Secondary Conservation 
Areas) 

•All land included in a 
contiguous Habitat U

nit (of any 
size)

•13 %
 of 3 tow

n area
•62%

 of TC
A

 already protected under current 
zoning &

 regs



“m
anage Verm

ont’s forestlands so as to m
aintain 

and im
prove forest blocks and habitat 

connectors.”

Requires tow
n and regional plans to:

•
Identify im

portant areas forest blocks and 
habitat connectors, 

•
plan for land developm

ent in those areas to 
m

inim
ize forest fragm

entation

A. Blake G
ardner

Planning
 Provisions of A

ct 171



M
ap

 R
eq

uired

2 -A land use plan, w
hich shall consist of a m

ap and 
statem

ent of present and prospective land uses, that:
(A) Indicates those areas proposed for forests, recreation, 
agriculture (using the agricultural lands identification process 
established in 6 V.S.A. §

8), residence, com
m

erce, industry, 
public and sem

i-public uses, and open spaces, areas reserved 
for flood plain, and areas identified by the State, the regional 
planning com

m
ission, or the m

unicipality that require special 
consideration for aquifer protection; for w

etland protection; for 
the m

aintenance of forest blocks, w
ildlife habitat, and habitat 

connectors; or for other conservation purposes.

•
For m

unicipalities that choose to plan, Chapter 117, (24 V.S.A. §4382), requires the plan include 12 elem
ents, m

any 
related  to natural resources. M

unicipal Plans adopted after January 1, 2018 m
ust now

 include a m
ap that identifies 

forest blocks and habitat connectors.  
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Accessible to everyone!

b
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Forest Blocks

2011 Verm
ont Fish &

 W
ildlife Departm

ent  H
abitat Blocks

2008/2009 Arrow
w

ood Environm
ental Continuous H

abitat U
nits



M
ore R

ecent D
ata

Flood Resilience
2020 Forest Cover



W
arren follow

-up
 Inventories

•
2014 W

arren W
ildlife Corridor Analysis

•
2015-2017 W

arren Corridor Conservation Area

•
2018 W

ildlife Corridor Analysis

•
2019 Corridor Regulation Research

5 sites  -tracking w
ithin RO

W
 and 

G
am

e Cam
eras

2016 Corridor Inventory &
 Assessm

ent
2017 W

ildlife M
ovem

ent Patters &
 use 

Recom
m

endations 
(Top G

as Parcel)

Three additional Crossing areas



Jericho O
verlay D

istrict

2014 Arrow
w

ood Inventory
2018 N

R O
verlay District



A
ctionab

le 
Inform

ation
•

W
hat w

e can act on now
•

forest policies, connectivity as a heightened level of 
review

•
Integration of FW

C data and Verm
ont Conservation 

D
esign into planning efforts currently underw

ay
•

W
here w

e need m
ore science on connectivity if w

e 
w

ant m
ore regulatory ability

•
M

ore info on corridors and crossings in Fayston &
 

w
aitsfield

•
LIDAR based Forest Canopy

•
Valley-w

ide connectivity vision
•

G
et all that data for M

oretow
n/D

uxbury as w
ell

•
Assessm

ent of w
here w

e’re at in planning process 
(across all the tow

ns)
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H
ow

 you can sup
p

ort conservation in V
erm

ont

Verm
ont H

abitat Stam
p

N
ongam

e W
ildlife Fund

http://vtfishandw
ildlife.com

/donate
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https://vtfishandw
ildlife.com

/


