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The	  Solar	  coaster	  
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People	  love	  solar	  power,	  we	  need	  to	  
make	  it	  easy	  (and	  profitable/affordable)	  
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Solar	  CommuniCes	  
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NM	  in	  VT	  Through	  June	  2011	  
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1999	   2000	   2001	   2002	   2003	   2004	   2005	   2006	   2007	   2008	   2009	   2010	   2011	  
Hydro	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   15	   0	   0	  

Fuel	  Cell	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	  

Methane	   0	   0	   0	   0	   0	   65	   0	   0	   0	   19	   39	   103	   0	  

Solar	  PV	   23	   39	   54	   16	   40	   93	   187	   171	   319	   859	   1842	   5611	   1088	  

Wind	   32	   10	   28	   31	   96	   71	   119	   102	   143	   144	   501	   151	   114	  

CumulaCve	  Total	   104	   186	   233	   369	   598	   904	   1177	   1639	   2661	   5058	   10923	   12125	  

Permi5ed	  Net	  Metered	  Capacity	  by	  Year	  and	  Type	  



CompeCng	  Solar	  Futures	  
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Hope	  and	  Reality	  Check	  
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•  VPIRG	  Energy	  
–  450	  Solar	  PV	  site	  evals	  
–  750	  Solar	  Hot	  water	  site	  evals	  

•  Vermont	  at	  large	  
–  2001:	  186	  kw	  installed	  net	  metering	  
–  2011:	  12,000	  kw	  installed	  net	  metering	  
–  2021:	  600,000	  kw	  installed	  assuming	  exponenCal	  
growth	  

•  600	  MW	  of	  mostly	  solar	  =	  13%	  of	  our	  electricity	  
needs	  	  

•  Commercial	  scale	  in	  addiCon	  to	  net-‐metered	  



2.2	  MW	  or	  ~400	  homes	  
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2.5	  MW	  each:	  8,000	  homes	  
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Vermont’s	  Standard	  Offer	  
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