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Spreading the Jean-Pain method to address: 

 

 

 

               Peak Oil           Soil Quality      Energy Efficiency  

• VT ranked 6th in U.S. for heating requirements 

 

• Short growing season: 120-180 days per year 

 



The Compost Power Network: 

Establishing Legitimacy and Viability 

• Awareness & Education  

    

 

 

Expanding the Network 

• Finding and identifying interested hosts 

• Establishing a self-perpetuating model? 

 



• Jean Pain was a farmer/forester in  southern 
France who developed a compost technique to 
generate high-value compost, heat and methane. 

– Building Time 

» One day with 4 – 6 people 

– Construction 

» Cost $700-$2000 

» Piping 

» Pumps 

» Woody Biomass 

– Heat 

» Lasts a season 

» 140-160 degrees. 

» Greenhouses, etc. 

 

 



• Purpose: 
– Educate MRV community members about C-P 

– Gauge interest and understand barriers  

• Method: 
– Online survey tool (Zoomerang) sent out by email 

to 53 farmers in the MRV 

– Ten questions asked about: 
• Heating needs 

• Barriers to adopting the  
Jean Pain Method 

• Motives for interest in C-P 

 

Who’s interested? 



• Results: 

– 6 respondents, all expressed interest 

– Interest points: 

• Organic compost for use on-farm (4) 

• Relative cost (3) 

• Environmentally responsible alternative (3) 

– Barriers: 

• Time (3) 

• Need to know more about the technology (3) 

 

 





Interested? 

Compost Power Network 
- A loose network of motivated people 
- Charges small fees to cover project costs 
- Does this because it’s an awesome idea! 

How you can get involved: 
– Volunteer to host a mound or view a demo 
– Continue refining the idea by building and 

monitoring mounds 
– Be part of a Train the Trainers web 

Contact Compost Power Network: 
Gaelen Brown 

info@compostpower.org 
www.CompostPower.org 

mailto:info@compostpower.org

