
 

 

Town of Liberty Grove 

Minutes of the Town Board meeting on April 1, 2026 

(this meeting was correctly posted) 
Agenda: 

1. Call to order 

2. Declaration of quorum followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approve Agenda 

4. Approve minutes from 3/18/26 

5. Public input 

6. Payment of bills 

7. Administrator Report 

8. Highway Committee Recommendation for 2026 Paving Contract 

9. Plan Commission recommendation on CUP request for 10663 CTH-ZZ – Hockers  

10. Plan Commission recommendation on CUP request for 018-01-02312824A2 – Baltus 

11. Short Term Rental licenses 

12. Correspondence 

13. Future meeting(s) 

14. Adjourn 

 

Chairman Goss called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Supervisors Billy Appel, Janet Johnson, 

Cathy Ward and Dan Watts were present. Administrator Buckingham was also in attendance 

along with Clerk/Treasurer Pamela Donart-Welcome, Bud Kalms and 3 members of the public.  

Ward moved, Watts seconded to approve the agenda as posted.  Carried 5 – 0 

 

Johnson moved, Goss seconded to approve the 3/18/26 minutes as presented.  Carried 5 – 0 

 

Public input: Cathy Ward reported that the Gibraltar boys basketball team made it as far as the 

Sweet Sixteen tournament.  

 

Goss moved, Johnson seconded to approve the payment of LGUD#1 bills totaling $12,534.22. 

Carried 5 – 0 

 

Appel moved, Ward seconded to approve the payment of Town bills totaling $194,923.83. 

Carried 5 – 0 

 

Administrator’s Report: Administrator Buckingham reported that the Town recently submitted 

an application to the State of Wisconsin Disaster Relief Fund for the amount of approximately 

$22,000 related to the downed trees and debris cleanup from the storm with high velocity winds 

that swept through Northern Door County back on August 9th of 2026. This submission was in 

response to the two denials from FEMA. He also reported that he is currently working with Jeb 

Saelens, the Door County Emergency Management Director, on potentially submitting another 

Wisconsin Disaster Fund grant request for the recent snowstorm that occurred on March 15th 

and 16th because of the record snowfall amounts that required significant labor hours for clean-

up. There is a live video hearing scheduled on Thursday, April 9th for the complaint filed with 

the Wisconsin Public Service Commission regarding the sewer rates set by the Village of Sister 



 

 

Bay. Regarding the Rowley’s Bay Resort property, Buckingham reported that asbestos abatement 

is currently taking place, and the representative for Best Enterprises, LLC will be starting 

demolition soon after the road weight restrictions are lifted later this month. In that same area, 

the expansion of the Rowley’s Bay boat launch is currently underway.  

 

Appel summarized the Highway Committee opening of 2026 Paving bids that took place on 

March 30, 2026. Due to the Town’s pending DOT grant application for paving on North Bay 

Road, the County Highway Department was restricted from bidding on paving that road. After 

comparing the bids form the County Highway Department on the other roads to the bid form 

Northeast Asphalt, the latter came in at a lower cost, and at an amount allowing Porcupine Bay—

one of the alternate roads listed—to be included the 2026 paving. 

 

Appel moved, Goss seconded to accept the Northeast Asphalt bid for the Old Stage Rd project, 

Flint Ridge Rd project, N Badger Rd project and Porcupine Bay Rd project for 2026 paving as 

recommended by the Highway Committee totaling $482,888.75. Carried 5 – 0 

 

Appel moved, Goss seconded to accept the Northeast Asphalt bid for the North Bay Road 

project from County Highway ZZ to the water, as recommended by the Highway Committee 

totaling $543,231.00. Carried 5 – 0 

 

Cathy Ward summarized the Plan Commission’s review of the Conditional Use Permit 

application for the Hocker’s property at 10663 CTH-ZZ brought before them at their March 

25th meeting.  

 

Ward moved, Goss seconded that the Liberty Grove Town Board approve the conditional use 

permit application for 10663 County Highway ZZ to expand the current existing permitted 

campground sites from 96 to 136, with the allowance of up to no more than 40 primitive 

campsites. Carried 5 – 0 

 

Cathy Ward summarized Plan Commission recommendation on the CUP request for parcel 

018-01-02312824A2 that was brought before them by a representative of Gasco at their March 

25th meeting.  

 

Ward moved, Goss seconded that the Liberty Grove Town Board recommend the approval of 

conditional use permit for Parcel# 018010231282482 for placement of a 30,000-gallon propane 

storage tank on the parcel. Carried 5 – 0 

 

Goss moved, Johnson seconded to approve the 2026 STR application for the Malik Family 

Trust. The property address is 1356 Kinsey Bay Court. Carried 5 – 0 

 

Correspondence: Administrator Buckingham shared a notice from the Village of Ephraim that 

was shared with neighboring municipalities informing them of a hearing that took place on 

Tuesday, March 31st for a property at 10337 Town Line Drive with plans to construct 24 square 



 

 

foot metal commercial woodworking workshop; a solicitation from Domain Listings wanting to 

sell us the doorcountyveterans.com website address for an annual website domain listing fee of 

$288.00; a communication from Todd Kruse of Frontier Communications indicating that 

Frontier-Verizon is still finalizing the Wisconsin Broadband Office Agreement; an e-mail from 

Carol Ash on behalf of the members of the Ellison Bay Beautification Project informing us that 

the wayfinding sign located at the corner of Mink River Road & Highway 42 in downtown 

Ellison Bay sustained significant damage in the recent storms; an e-mail from Claudia Alt 

applauding the Town’s efforts to reduce the light pollution that has been affecting the Dark Sky 

status at Newport State Park; an email from Kurt Bawden of Door County North asking to meet 

with the Administrator in early April regarding DNC's strategic plan including how DCN can 

collaborate with the Town to deliver well-planned growth to our community and businesses; a 

notification from the Wisconsin Elections Commission sharing a notice they received from the 

US Postal Service indicating a limited time price increase of 8% to better align costs of 

transportation with the oil market plan price change that would affect base postage prices on 

Priority Mail, Express Mail, USPS, Ground Advantage and Parcel Select. The changes would not 

affect first class postage stamps at this time.  

 

Future Meeting: The next Town Board meeting was scheduled for April 15, 2026 at 6:00pm, 

and the Annual Town Meeting will take place on April 21, 2026 at 7:00pm 

 

Appel moved, Goss seconded to adjourn at 6:57pm.  Carried 5 – 0  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pamela Donart-Welcome, Clerk/Treasurer 

Approved on 4/15/26 


