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Kids Voting State Convention Guide 
 
 The agenda for the Kids Voting State Convention contains many of the elements of a 
typical convention for the State Convention of any political party in the American political 
system.  This guide will provide a brief explanation of each item on the Kids Voting State 
Convention agenda in an effort to provide helpful background information for those involved in 
leading the convention. 
 
 Prior to the convening of the State Convention, the Chair and the other convention 
officers will take their seats on the dais.  There will be designated seats for each of the 
convention officers, including the Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Parliamentarian.   
 
Call to Order: This Convention Chair will call the convention to order at the appointed time.  He 
or she will rap the gavel on the podium and say into the microphone, “I hear by call the 2022 
Kids Voting State Convention to order.  Will the delegates please take their seats and will the 
convention hall please come to order.”  Following the convention coming to order, the Chair will 
welcome everyone to the convention and then move into the next item on the agenda. 
 
Presentation of Colors: The “presentation of colors” is a ceremony that formally introduces the 
flags of our nation and state to, and later retires the flags from, an assembly of people, in this 
case those assembled to attend the State Convention.  The Convention Chair will say “Would 
everyone please stand for the ‘presentation of colors’ by NAME OF THE GROUP.”  The Chair 
may remind everyone before the colors are presented to remove their hats and place their hand 
over their heart while the colors pass. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: The Chair will introduce a designated person to step forward to the 
microphone and lead those assembled in the convention hall in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America. 
 
National Anthem: The Chair will introduce a designated person to step forward to the 
microphone and lead those assembled in the convention hall in the National Anthem. 
 
Invocation: The Chair will introduce a designated person to step forward to the microphone and 
offer an invocation. 
 
Introduction of Convention Officers: The Chair will introduce the convention officers and thank 
them for serving in their respective roles. 
 
Roll Call of the Counties: The Chair will explain that the roll call of the Counties will occur in 
alphabetical order and give directions to have the chair of each delegation approach a 
microphone so the response to the roll can be heard.  The Secretary will step forward and 
commence the roll call of the states; the chair of each delegation shall respond by saying 
“present.”  The Chair or each delegation may also say a few words about their respective county 
such as the following: “The great County of Marathon, the oldest established county in 
Wisconsin is present.” 
 
Keynote Speaker: The Chair will introduce the keynote speaker who will address the delegates 
for up to ten minutes. 
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Welcome Remarks: The Chair will introduce whatever special guests are present for purposes 
of welcoming the delegates to the convention.  Those offering welcome remarks will be asked to 
speak no longer than three to five minutes. 
 
Report of the Credentials Committee: The Convention Chair will introduce the Chair of the 
Credentials Committee, who will read a report that will include the total number of delegates 
present at the convention.  The Credentials Committee Chair will also attest that all those 
delegates present have met the criteria for serving as a delegate and are eligible to be seated.  
The Credentials Committee Chair will move adoption of the report on behalf of the committee.  
Because committee motions do not require a second, the Convention Chair shall ask for 
discussion.  Delegates speaking in favor of the report shall speak at even numbered 
microphones.  Delegates speaking in opposition to the report shall speak at odd numbered 
microphones.  Speakers shall be recognized alternately until all speakers have had a chance to 
address the convention.  Following debate or if there is no debate, the Chairman will call for a 
vote on the report of the Credentials Committee. 
 
Report of the Rules Committee: The Convention Chair will introduce the Chair of the Rules 
Committee, who will refer the delegates to the rules printed in the convention booklet.  The 
Rules Committee Chair will move adoption of the report on behalf of the committee.  Because 
committee motions do not require a second, the Convention Chair shall ask for discussion.  
Delegates speaking in favor of the report shall speak at even numbered microphones.  
Delegates speaking in opposition to the report shall speak at odd numbered microphones.  
Speakers shall be recognized alternately until all speakers have had a chance to address the 
convention.  Following debate or if there is no debate, the Chairman will call for a vote on the 
report of the Rules Committee. 
 
Report of the Platform Committee: The Convention Chair will introduce the Chair of the Platform 
Committee, who will refer the delegates to the printed platform in the convention booklet.  The 
Platform Committee Chair will move adoption of the report on behalf of the committee and say a 
few words to summarize the platform and draw attention to its highlights.  Because committee 
motions do not require a second, the Convention Chair shall ask for discussion.  Delegates 
speaking in favor of the report shall speak at even numbered microphones.  Delegates speaking 
in opposition to the report shall speak at odd numbered microphones.  Speakers shall be 
recognized alternately until all speakers have had a chance to address the convention.   
 
 It is likely that there will be motions from the floor to amend the platform.  All motions 
must have the support of a majority of the County’s delegates and must be seconded by one 
additional County with the support of a majority of its delegates.  The Convention Chair will ask 
the Chair of each delegation to seek recognition for a delegation member.  Once recognized, 
the delegate will address the convention.  Delegates speaking in favor of the report shall speak 
at even numbers microphones.  Delegates speaking in opposition to the report shall speak at 
odd numbered microphones.  Speakers shall be recognized alternately until all speakers have 
had a chance to address the convention.   
 

Following debate or if there is no debate, the Chairman will call for a vote on the report of 
the Platform Committee.  The chairs of each delegation will be reminded to approach the 
microphones for purposes of reporting their delegation’s vote. 
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Nomination of Gubernatorial Candidates: The Convention Chair will introduce a delegate 
designated by one of the Gubernatorial candidates for purposes of placing the name of the 
Gubernatorial candidate officially into nomination.  The nominator’s remarks shall be limited to 
three minutes.  The Convention Chair shall then introduce a delegate designated by the 
Gubernatorial candidate for purposes of seconding the nomination. The remarks of the delegate 
seconding the nomination shall be limited to two minutes.  The order of the nominating and 
seconding remarks shall be determined by lot and the names of the nominators and those 
seconding the nomination shall be given to the Convention Chair by each campaign prior to the 
convening of the convention. 
 
Lunch: As close to the time prescribed for lunch as possible, the Convention Chair shall 
entertain a motion to recess for lunch.  When seconded, the motion shall be voted upon and 
when passed the Convention Chair shall declare the convention in recess until the time set for 
the convention to resume.  The Chair will also give instructions to the delegates regarding the 
lunch. 
 
 During the lunch, the candidates for Governor shall be free to campaign in favor of their 
nomination.  They may wish to position themselves in key locations to meet the delegates as 
they leave the convention hall or enter the location for the lunch; they may wish to have 
volunteers distribute campaign materials to the delegates or at each delegate seat in the 
convention hall; they may wish to place signs in designated areas for campaign purposes or 
have signs distributed in the convention hall for use during the afternoon proceedings. 
 
Gubernatorial Candidate Debate: Immediately following lunch, a debate shall be held with the 
three candidates for Governor.  The Convention Chair shall introduce a debate moderator who 
in turn will introduce the three panelists on the media panel who will be asking the questions.   
 

The moderator will allow each candidate three minutes to offer their introductory 
comments in an order determined by lot prior to the start of the debate.  Each panelist will then 
ask a question.  Each candidate will have up to three minutes to answer the question with a two-
minute rebuttal allowed for each candidate as well.  The first candidate to answer the question 
shall be the second name drawn by lot; the second candidate answering a question shall be the 
third name drawn; and the third candidate shall be the first name drawn. 

 
Following the questions, each candidate will be given two minutes for closing remarks.  

The first candidate introduced for closing remarks shall be the third name drawn.  The second 
candidate for closing remarks shall be the first name drawn.  The third candidate shall be the 
second name drawn. 
 
Roll Call(s) of the Counties to Select the Gubernatorial Nominee: Following the Gubernatorial 
candidate debate, the Convention Chair shall recognize the Convention Secretary for purposes 
of calling the roll call of the Counties.  The Chair will explain that the roll call of the Counties will 
occur in alphabetical order and give directions to have the chair of each delegation approach a 
microphone so the response to the roll can be heard.  The chair of each delegation shall 
respond by reporting the vote of delegation.  A majority of the delegate votes cast will determine 
who the party’s nominee for Governor shall be.  If one of the candidates receives a majority of 
the delegate votes cast, the Chair shall declare that candidate the nominee.  If no candidate 
receives a majority of the votes following the first ballot, another roll call vote will be held with 
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the top two vote getters from the previous ballot.  Following the final roll call, the candidate with 
the majority of the votes shall be declared the nominee. 
 
Acceptance Speech by the Gubernatorial Nominee: Immediately following the nomination of the 
Gubernatorial candidate, the candidate shall be introduced by the Convention Chair to give an 
acceptance speech of no longer than four minutes.  
   
 The Gubernatorial nominee shall also come to the podium for a delegate demonstration 
in favor of the candidates. 
 
Announcements: Following the demonstration in favor of the nominees, the Convention Chair 
shall make any announcements. 
 
Adjournment: The Convention Chair shall introduce a motion and a second to adjourn.  
Following a voice vote on the motion, the Chair shall declare the convention adjourned and 
thank the delegates for attending. 


