With the passing of another
holiday season here in the
Face of Fillmore, we pause to
feel thankful for the enjoy-
ment it has brought to us. A
great many experiences have
brought fond memories of
Christmas 2022. One of those
being the way it connects us
to friends and relatives we
seldom hear from at other
times of the year. This week I
would like to share a connec-
tion of that kind and the way
it has made comparisons to
our local history.

As a fourth grader, Imet a
new friend from Pennsylvania
who moved to Price where I
grew up. Kathy and I became
close very quickly and en-

joyed a great many activities
together. She lived only a few
blocks from: mm{l we made
the trek in between countless
times.

Kathy’s mother played
the organ at the Mathodist
Church and had one in her

_home. She introduced me to
some basic organ information
and I was off on that part of
my life. As a youth, I attended
church in my own ward and
at Kathy’s church for many
youth actmlies. accompany-
ing singing groups and enjoy-
ing parties. Kathy and [ often
visited the rectory where the
minister and his wife lived.
Mis. Corlett was one of our
favorite people.

High school came around
and so did another move for
Kathy — back to Pennsylva-
nia. We were both devasted.
How were we going to do high
sc.hool thhout eachothel?

We kept in close contact for
quite a while, then high school
activities, college, husbands,
little children, and jobs took
up our time and we lost con-
tact for a while.

Several years later I read an
article in Price’s Sun Advo-
cate about the Corlett’s who
were living in Walla Walla,
Washington, and contacted
Mrs. Corlett. She had Kathy's
mother’s address and from
that I got Kathy’s. Now living
in New England, Kathy and I
once again began writing to
each other and still do to this

- day.

When COVID hit, Kathy
wrote me about how their
church contact was limited
(sound familiar?) and how
families and individuals were

+ decorating the windows of
their church.

Here in Fillmore we are

ited to find a building over
150 years old. It turns out the
church Kathy was helping
decorate that Christmas was
much older than that.

0ld South Church, a Con-
gregational Church and part
of the United Church of
Christ, was formed in Septem-
ber of 1768. The original wood
frame church building burned
and was replaced by the cur-
rent buildms in 1798. Itis an
impressive building designed
by a prominent New England
architect, Asher Benjamin.
While it has undergone sever-
al renovations, it is the oldest
church in continuous use as a
church in Vermont. (In 2018,
the congregation celebrated
its 250th Anniyersary.)
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Additionally, Windsor is
home to the American Preci-
sion Museum that chronicles
the manufacturing history of
the area. Itslocation on the

- river, as well as the train line

- that runs along it, brought

. manufacturing to Vermont

“in its early days. There is also
a state museum, The Consti-
tution House, that displays
the history of the state that
began in Windsor. We have
a community hospital that
is affiliated with Dartmouth
Medical Center in Hanover,
Nesy Hampshire. Hanover is
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