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 One of the original purposes for the Face of Fillmore was to point out improvements to 

existing buildings in our community, especially historic ones, and thank the owners for making 

Fillmore more attractive. 

 One building that has recently undergone a facelift is the Fillmore Ranger District Office 

is the U.S. Forest Service.  Changes to the exterior walls, as well as a new metal roof has greatly 

improved the appearance of the building. 

 Interestingly, Fillmore’s ranger district has been in existence since near the beginning of 

the forest service itself. 

 Starting in 1876, and undergoing a series of name changes, the U.S. Forest Service grew 
to protect and use millions of acres of forest on public land. Gifford Pinchot, an early advocate 
of scientific forestry, along with President Theodore Roosevelt and conservation organizations, 
led the effort to manage forest for the public good.  

 In 1876, Congress created the office of Special Agent in the Department of Agriculture 
to assess the state of the forests in the United States.  

 The national forests, which were originally named the forest reserves began with the 
Forest Reserve Act of 1891.  This act created the U.S. Division of Forestry as part of the 
Department. of Interior In 1901, it became known as the Bureau of Forestry.  

 On February 1, 1905, it was transferred from the Interior Department to the 
Department of Agriculture.  At this point the United States Forest Service as we know it was 
born. 

 Just one year after the official beginning of the forest service, the Fillmore Ranger 
District came into being.  May 19, 1906 is the date marking the beginning of its 117 years in 
existence.  At that point, it was known as the Fillmore Forest Reserve and later became a 
national forest. 

 In the early days, before the forest had a central office, rangers were stationed in guard 
stations throughout the forest.  The Fillmore District on the Fishlake National Forest had several 
of these, including:  Red View Guard Station, Solitude Guard Station, Rockwood Guard Station, 
Indian Springs Guard Station, Pahvant Guard Station, Oak Creek Guard Station, Pioneer Guard 
Station, Kanosh Ranger Station and Fillmore Ranger Station. 

 Twenty-one men have served as rangers on this local forest unit.  Beginning with our 
present ranger and going back to the very beginning, they are Brian Monroe (2016 to present), 
Del Barnhurst (2010 to 2015), Mel Bolling ( 2006 to 2010), Robert Gardner (1998 to 2006), Doug 
Reid (1987-1997), Glen Quigley (Fillmore 1973-1977 and Kanosh 1957 to 1973), William Little 
(1971 to 1973), Bennett Black (Fillmore 1971), Ronald Lisonbee (1965 to 1970), Ames Harrison 
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(Fillmore 1961 to 1965), Bert Rouse (1951 to 1957), Kenneth Bowers  (Fillmore 1950 to 1953), 
Doug Wadsworth (1953), Victor Stokes (1946 to 1950), Carl Hancock (Kanosh 1940 to 1951), 
James Jensen (1908 to 1940), Hanmer Christensen (1920), Bert Robins (Scipio 1906 to 1937),T. 
Clark Callister (Fillmore 1907 to 1908), and Ernest Herbert (Salina, Scipio, Richfield 1908 to 
1917). 

 According to the forest service website, “The mission of the Forest Service is to sustain 
the health, diversity, and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs 
of present and future generations.” The United States currently has 155 national forests, 20 
national grasslands, and 222 research and experimental forests, as well as other special areas, 
covering more than 192 million acres.  

 

 

 

 



 

Indian Springs 



 

Rockwood Ranger Station 1954 


