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Dear Echo City Council,

I respectfully ask that you do not proceed with rezoning the entire town at this time. | am concerned
that developing the area behind the winery, especially near the ditch bank, could compromise its
integrity. This may result in damage to the ditch, potentially causing flooding on nearby properties and
the main road into Echo.

Additionally, | worry that rezoning could lead to increased property taxes, which many residents are
already struggling with. No one wants to face higher taxes of any kind.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Kathy Enright

431 Kennedy Street
Echo, Oregon 97826



I am writing this letter to some on the the city council and the mayor and administrator.
They seem to have no regard for a number of people in town. My wife and I have lived
here for several years and seen some things that weren't right. We knew most of the
older people and I know that they would be sorrly troubled by what is being done. My
concern is what you are trying to do along the ditches. To try and mess up wildlife
habitat.. The main reason most people are on the Eastside of town below the ditches is
quiet and being able to look out and see the hillside and know there are animals and
birds up there . You want to make it unsafe which is what could very well happen. None
of the people below the ditches want someone looking down in their backyards.

William Douglas

215 Prescott EchoOregon
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Echo Rezoning 08/6/2025

Dear City Council;

I would like to reiterate my opposition to the proposed rezoning of Permanent Open
Space land in Echo to Residential or any other zone. Changing the land between the
ditches, the Golf Course, or any of the areas currently zoned Permanent Open Space in
Echo reduces the livability of our community, which we love so much and take pride in.
Further in many cases the development of these lands can pose a community liability. I
not only oppose the rezoning of the current Permanent Open Space , but encourage the
council to add the parks, Arboretum, and Athletic field to either Permanent Open Space
Zone or create a Public Use Zone to protect these lands in perpetuity. Further,
regarding the siting of the Fort Henrietta Park and Skate Park, the council and I were
quite aware we were using street right of way (ROW). In fact the current comp
plan/zoning states that before the council considers vacating any ROW they should
consider whether or not there is public use for it. For this reason you will see the lift
station on Bonanza is on a ROW. The former Tennis Courts and the mini parks behind
them are on ROWs. Well House #1 dated c, 1904 is on the edge of Bridge Street ROW.
Well House #4 is on the edge of Golf Course Rd. ROW and the booster station is at least
partially on ROW. This does not mean the council cannot zone the Fort Henrietta Park
and Skate Park either Permanent Open Space or Public Use.

Sincerely,

Diane Berry
Refired Echo

City Administrator-
Recorder



Echo City Council:

| would like to say | am against the rezoning of the property between
the upper and lower ditches. | enjoy the wildlife, the scenery, and do
not want to worry about the ditch breaking. | bought my property
knowing the property behind me was zoned Permanent Open Space
and that is what it should stay.

Thank You
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Dear City Council,

My family has lived in Echo for generations and I am very concerned about the
proposed rezoning. I do not want to see every part of our town built upon especially
the hillsides. That would ruin the rural affect we have and make us feel more like a
suburb. The ditch has broke in the past and flooded the east side of town. Obviously
building between the ditches could increase the odds of that happening again. It
caused chaos for the people that lived under the ditches and got flooded and also
for the rest of the town when the road had to be closed. I respectfully ask that you
do not change the zoning between the ditches. I believe all the zoning should be
left as it is.

Patty Cisneres

£oX 76
22| Gordea St
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Savannah Whitaker and Dylan Enright
230 N Prescott St
Echo, OR 97826

7/24/2025
Dear Members of the City Council,

We are writing to respectfully express concern regarding the potential development
of homes along our town’s canal. As a long-time residents who deeply values our
community’s natural heritage and environmental integrity, we urge you to
reconsider any plans to allow residential construction along this vital and fragile
stretch of land.

1. Preserving the Natural Beauty of the Canal

Our canal is one of the most picturesque and peaceful features of our town—a
unique scenic corridor cherished by residents and central to the character that
makes our community so special. Building homes along this space would
permanently alter its visual appeal and erode a piece of what makes our community
feel like home.

2. Concerns About Soil Stability and Canal Integrity

The structural integrity of the canal's dirt banks should be approached with great
caution. These earthen banks were never intended to bear the weight and disruption
caused by residential construction. Heavy machinery, excavation, and ongoing
home maintenance could weaken these natural embankments, potentially leading
to erosion, breaches, or flooding. The long-term risks to the canal's safety and
function far outweigh any short-term gain from development.

3. Protection of Local Wildlife Habitat

The canal and its surrounding environment serve as a safe haven for numerous
species of birds, amphibians, and small mammals. This quiet, undeveloped stretch
provides essential habitat and migratory rest stops for local wildlife. Development
in this area would disrupt breeding grounds, destroy nesting areas, and displace
creatures that have long relied on this corridor for survival. Once disturbed, these
habitats are extremely difficult—if not impossible—to restore.

4. A Vision for Sustainable Growth
Our town can and should grow, but not at the expense of our natural resources and



ecological balance. There are more sustainable and less invasive ways to support
housing needs that don’t risk permanent environmental damage. Protecting the
canal sets a precedent that we value thoughtful development and are committed to
preserving the unique elements of our town for future generations.

S. Recognizing the Economic Value of Natural Spaces

Undeveloped areas like the canal hold more than just aesthetic or environmental
value—they offer real economic benefits. Studies have shown that access to
natural, scenic areas can increase nearby property values, attract visitors, and even
reduce town infrastructure and maintenance costs. Preserving this space can be a
long-term investment in the economic well-being and appeal of our town, rather
than a short-sighted trade-off for a few additional housing units.

In closing, we ask that you carefully consider the lasting consequences of allowing
development along the canal. Once that land is altered, it cannot be returned to its
natural state. Please protect this vital space—for our community, for the
environment, and for the generations yet to come.

Thank you for your time and commitment to our town.

Sincerely,
Savannah Whitaker and Dylan Enright
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