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Welcome to Spring: The Season of Construction in Deephaven
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The construction projects planned for this spring and summer have been topics discussed at 
length in prior newsletters. Here, again, we see this project take centerstage as a front-page 
article in the Spring Issue of the Deephaven Digest. Why so much press? We believe the 
difference between a successful project and a difficult / stressful / frustrating project will 
come down to communication with our residents. So, we thought it would be beneficial to 
lead this issue off with an update on the approvals, scope of projects and what we can 
expect for this spring, summer and beyond. 

The Deephaven City Council considered four separate project areas for the 
2026 Street Project. After receiving and reviewing the seven bids received for 
the base three-mile project and two alternate projects, City Staff and Council 
were both surprised and impressed by the low bids that came in substantially 
below the initial project estimate of roughly $5.5 million. At the March 2, 2026 
Council meeting, the Council acknowledged the City’s continued focus and 
commitment to addressing the roads that are in poor or failing condition and 
noted that over two additional miles of roadway, in addition to the three-mile 
base project, were available for improvement based upon the optimal

  low bids received. After discussion and review, the Council voted unanimously
 to expand the project to include all alternate bids for a five-mile project to be 

 completed this year with a final project cost of approximately $4.25 million.

Larger maps and additional information can be found 
on the Project Website:  https://bit.ly/2026StreetProject

Paying for Street Projects
Most cities in Minnesota use special assessments to help offset the cost of street 
projects. Special assessments require owners of properties that benefit from a particular 

project or improvement to pay “out of pocket” for a portion of that improvement. The City of Deephaven is fortunate to 
have other means to cover the expenses of our infrastructure projects and does not specially assess properties as a source 
of funding. 
To fund this year’s street project, the City will be issuing a 2026A Series Tax Abatement Bond in the amount of $4,255,000, 
payable over ten years at an interest rate average of 3.48%. The City has been working on a cadence that
that would allow for three-mile projects every three years at an anticipated cost of $3,000,000 per 
project. Over the past few years, the City has used the Capital Improvement Levy to accumulate 
enough funding to bond for a project without requiring significant increases in the property tax 
levy to fund that expense. Based upon the structure of our street project funding plan, the City 
will still be able to absorb the larger approved project without a notable impact on the property 
tax levy. The expanded project, however, will likely delay the second phase of street improvement 
projects by a year or two to allow additional time to fund the next steps in this process. 

Project Timing and Cadence
The current street project plan divides the street improvements into four distinct areas. Each area 
is anticipated to take approximately six weeks to complete and is slated to begin in late May or

2026 Street Project Continued on Page 4

early June. All construction is expected to be completed sometime this fall. 
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Join the Deephaven Beach Patrol

For more information on these opportunities, or to learn more about 
other volunteer offerings, please visit the City’s website: 
www.cityofdeephaven.org, or contact City Clerk, Kimberly 
Lenarz-Greenwaldt: kimberlyl@cityofdeephaven.org | (952) 358-9940
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The City of Deephaven is looking for 
enthusiastic individuals who are 
interested in working in the great outdoors 
for our Pubic Works Department this 
summer. The salary is $20.00-$21.00 per 
hour for 30‐40 hours per week.
Contact the Public Works Supervisor, 
Jeff Kask: j.kask@cityofdeephaven.org

Seasonal Public Works
Employment Opportunity

Lakes and Parks Season is right around the corner! Our 
new-look Deephaven parking stickers, celebrating the 
Semiquincentennial Anniversary of our Country, are in 
and have been mailed out to residents. Please remember 
to affix these stickers to your rear driver’s side window, 
in the lower corner in a way that is easily visible 
for Staff and our Police Department. 
Additional parking stickers are 
available at City Hall: $10 each for 
residents; non-resident stickers
are $60 for beach parking only, or 
$120 for beach and boat launch 
parking this summer. Finally, please 
observe parking restrictions and 
help us deter mischief by locking 
your car doors and not leaving any 
valuables visible in your vehicles. Thank you, and we 
hope you have a great spring and summer at our 
fantastic parks and beaches!  

Parking Sticker Season is Here!

 Stormwater Management: Protecting the  
Water in Minnesota’s 10,000 Lakes 
Stormwater is the water that runs off buildings, streets, 
sidewalks, and parking lots – anywhere it is unable to 
soak into the ground after rain and snowmelt.  Storm 
sewer inlets are connected and discharge into nearby 
waterways, instead of to the sanitary sewer, which 
discharges to a wastewater treatment plant.  If not well-
managed, stormwater can contaminate aquatic habitats 
and kill plants, fish, and animals in our local bodies of 
water.  Managing stormwater  is critical to environmental 
and community health.  Here’s how you can help: 
• Keep litter and debris, including grass clippings, away 

from storm drains and do not pour household 
chemicals on the ground or into the storm drains. 

• Replant bare lawn spots to prevent soil erosion. 
• Pick up pet waste and dispose of it properly. 
• Don’t overwater or overfertilize your lawn. 
• Use a rain barrel; plant a rain garden or native plants. 
Another aspect of managing our stormwater is preventing 
illicit discharges, which are unlawful acts of disposing, 
dumping, spilling, emitting, or other discharge of any 
substance other than stormwater into our stormwater 
drainage system, or directly into streams or lakes.  As a 
community member, you play a key role in identifying 
and reducing illicit discharges in our City.  

Boating Season is Nearly Here!

TOP 5 DNR BOATING SAFETY TIPS
Wear your life jacket and make sure children wear theirs.

Stay sober. Booze and boating don’t mix. Alcohol is the #1 
factor in boating fatalities.
Tell a friend. Tell someone where you are headed and when 
you will be back. If you are not back, they should call 911. 

Be weather aware. Don’t let a storm surprise you; delay your 
trip or head to shore. Go slow in rough water, avoid capsizing. 
Boat smart. Take a boating safety course. Know your boat; 
stay alert while scanning for dangers; stay seated and low in 
the boat to prevent falls overboard. 
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Time: 7:00 a.m.

May 21, 2026

NO LATER THAN 7:00 a.m.THURSDAY, MAY 21st, 2026.

.

Plan Ahead: The Right Plants 
Make All the Difference!

With spring around the corner, now is 
the time to prepare. Many of us are 
actively encouraging more butterflies, 

and native species are the way to success. To attract monarchs, 
focus on native nectar plants and milkweed to support their 
full lifecycle. Here are the best monarch-friendly plants that 
thrive in Minnesota (zones 3–4):

The only plants adult monarch butterflies lay their eggs 
on—as milkweeds are the only plants their hatched caterpil-
lars eat. Try Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca). Tall, 
robust, and very attractive to monarchs, it spreads easily and 
is great for wild or meadow-style gardens. Or try Swamp 
Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata). Preferring moist soil, it’s 
good near rain gardens or ponds and is more compact and 
garden-friendly than Common Milkweed. Finally, Butterfly 
Weed (Asclepias tuberosa) with bright orange flowers. It 
loves dry, sandy soil and doesn’t spread aggressively. Great 
for flower beds.

Milkweeds (Vital Larva Host Plants) 

Nectar Plants (Fuel for Adult Monarchs / Pollinators)
Spring/Summer Bloomers: Purple Coneflower (Echinacea 
purpurea), Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), Wild 
Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa), Liatris (Blazing Star), 
Coreopsis (lanceleaf), Penstemon.
Late Summer/Fall Bloomers (critical for southbound 
migration)
New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae), 
Goldenrod (Solidago spp.) and Joe-Pye Weed 
(Eutrochium purpureum).

Tips for Success
• Avoid pesticides and plants with neonicotinoids (neonics) 
• Cluster flowers—monarchs prefer mass plantings to 
isolated plants
• Stagger bloom times for nectar sources from late spring to 
early fall
• Let some milkweed go to seed to expand your patch
• Plant milkweed in several spots for egg-laying
• Position tall plants (e.g., Joe-Pye, some aster) at the back 
(or north side) to avoid shading smaller ones
• Leave open soil patches for caterpillars to pupate and 
complete their lifecycle

May 14
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The first phase of construction is currently planned to begin in the Thorpe Park neighborhood, depicted on the project 
map in red on the cover of this Newsletter. The second phase will begin to the west, in the area depicted in purple. The 
project will then shift to the Heathcote neighborhood, noted in blue, with the last phase of the project being constructed 
on Minnetonka Boulevard as depicted in green. Each area will require approximately six weeks of construction, with each 
area being completed before the next project area is started. This should help to mitigate construction disruption by 
keeping it contained only to the area currently under construction. 
As mentioned earlier, communication regarding the construction process and the impact it will have on our community is 
of primary importance. The current communication plan involves a multi-faceted approach to engage as many residents 
as possible to keep our community informed and up to date on the progression of this project. The City will continue to 
cover this project and provide updates in our quarterly newsletters and will continue to send letters directly to property 
owners that reside along the streets being improved. Additionally, a project website has been created to provide current 
project updates and notes: https://bit.ly/2026StreetProject. This website will be updated frequently to provide the most 
up to date information available. Accessing this website can be done by 
the ulr provided here, or by scanning the QR Code included in this 
Newsletter, or as displayed on other publications and notice materials. 
The QR Code can also be found on road signs that will be placed along 
the road construction route, which will include a visual of the current 
phase and localized status of the project. Our hope is that this visual cue 
will help keep our community informed on the current status of each 
street involved in the project. 
As a final measure for communication, the website displayed above 
has a “Stay Informed” section where residents can sign up for 
weekly email updates regarding the status and progress of this 
project. Residents that elect to sign up will receive email updates that provide more context and explanation into each 
phase of the project, project impacts and current timing. Residents with questions or concerns regarding this project can 
reach out directly to our project engineer: Adam Noreen, Construction Manager: (612) 214-5016. His contact 
information is provided in the letters and on the project website as well.  
Other Projects, Complications and Confusion
As the article title aptly suggests, this will be the “Season of Construction” in Deephaven. In addition to the 2026 Street 
Project, Xcel Energy, Midco Fiber Internet and CenterPoint Energy all have construction projects taking place in 
Deephaven this summer as well. This map shows the location of these projects which will, at times and to some extent, 
overlap with the 2026 Street Project. 
The Midco Communication project is bringing fiber internet service and 
access this summer to all of our properties here in Deephaven. This project is 
depicted in tan on the Private Utiltiy Project map. This service, long overdue 
for our community, involves directional boring fiber internet lines in the rights 
of way. Typically, this process will not impact traffic or roadways, but it can 
sometimes create temporary traffic delays and result in disturbed roadside 
areas or rights of way. This is not a City project, and we have no control over 
the method or process that will be employed by Midco Communications. 
For questions related to their project, you can contact Midco project 
manager Andy Wirth: andy.wirth@midco.com; (888) 425-1475.
The CenterPoint Energy project is the second phase of the project that 
started last spring. CenterPoint Energy replaced the services from the 
gas main to residential properties. This year, CenterPoint is replacing the 
natural gas mains in the areas depicted in green on the private utility project map.
This project will create some disruption in traffic and driving lanes and will result
in grass areas and rights of way being disturbed. Much like the Xcel and Midco projects, 
the City cannot control or direct the efforts of CenterPoint Energy. 

.... 2026 Street Project Continued

Larger maps and additional 
information can be found 
on the Project Website:  
https://bit.ly/2026StreetProject

Sample of signage to be installed along project route

Sample Sign 
Phase I



Spring Sewer Main Televising Project
Cleaning and televising the City’s sewer system is a routine municipal maintenance 
program that uses high-pressure water (jetting) and robotic cameras (CCTV) to video-
scope, inspect, and clean the City’s public sewer system. This program helps prevent 
sewer backups by clearing debris and root intrusions and provides a conditions 
assessment to plan any maintenance and repair projects that may be necessary. The 
Deephaven Public Works Department cleans and televises one-fifth of the City’s 
sanitary sewer mains each year. This process includes recording footage and 
documenting conditions in the sewer mains to provide a clear picture of any inflow, 
pipe defects, root obstructions, or failing sections that need to be repaired or monitored 
for future repairs. This process does not typically impact residents outside of potential 

2026 Sewer Cleaning
and Televising Map

traffic delays while the crews access the sewer system through manholes located in the roadway.  This year’s project will take 
place in the Cottagewood neighborhood of Deephaven as depicted on the map to the right. For questions regarding the sewer 
cleaning process, please contact Public Works Supervisor, Jeff Kask:  j.kask@cityofdeephaven.org.
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.... 2026 Street Project Continued
For questions related to this project, you can contact CenterPoint Energy project public relations manager Hailey 
Torborg: hailey.torborg@centerpointenergy.com; (612) 321-4510. 

The City of Deephaven, Staff and Council, are excited to be moving forward with the road repair and replacement 
program we have been working toward for the past few years. We know that road construction causes noise, disruption 
and frustration; we ask for your patience and grace this summer as we work through these improvements. Once 
completed, roughly half of the roads that are currently rated in poor or worse condition will have been repaired or 
replaced. We look forward to moving into the “Season of Construction” with motivation to provide the smoothest 
construction projects possible for our community and hope for a quick and timely conclusion to this process. 
Thank you, in advance, for your patience, grace, understanding and support. 

Annual Street Maintenance Projects
Much like the sanitary sewer jetting project above, City Staff conduct 
annual crack filling repairs and schedule sealcoat and fog seal maintenance 
on City streets around our community. While crack filling and, of course, 
pothole repair is a city-wide project each year, the sealcoat and fog seal 
project typically covers around one-sixth of the City’s roads each summer.  

The City’s street repair process begins with Public Works Staff filling the 
cracks in the bituminous pavement on all of the streets scheduled to be fog 
sealed.  The contractor then coats the road surface with a layer of asphalt 
emulsion oil, followed by the application of granite trap rock.  After traffic 
has effectively compacted the trap rock into the oil, a final sweep of the 
excess rock is done to remove the remaining loose rock.  The final step in 

the process is an application of asphalt fog seal that helps lock in the rock to extend the usefulness and condition of the 
roadway. The fog seal works as a binder to prevent the trap rock from coming loose and serves to protect the road surface for
several years after application. This year the annual chip / fog seal project will be conducted on Minnetonka Boulevard, from 
Walden Trail to the City of Minnetonka boundary line; Northome Road, Deephaven Avenue, Park Avenue, Hillside Street, and 
Maple Chase Drive.  For questions regarding the street repair or chip/fog seal process, please contact Public Works 
Supervisor, Jeff Kask:  j.kask@cityofdeephaven.org.

This project, as depicted, is located around Thorpe Park and Lake Louise

The Xcel Energy project will replace telephone poles and provide higher, more secure power to our community and the 
general area. This project is depicted in maroon on the project map. The installation of the poles will likely not occur 
until 2027, but the cutting of trees, brush and vegetation in the Xcel Energy easement areas will be conducted this 
spring, summer and fall. The City of Deephaven has no control over this project and does not have authority to direct 
the efforts of Xcel regarding their process. For questions related to this project, you can contact Kati Chapman: 
Kati.Chapman@xcelenergy.com, (651) 983-5934.  



Deephaven 2025 Construction and Development Highlights
Each year the Planning Commission looks back at the construction activity and planning activity in 
Deephaven. In 2025, Deephaven experienced average residential construction in terms of number of houses, 
value of construction and number of building permits. Highlights include: 

Nine new homes were constructed in 2025, which is slightly lower 
than the previous nine-year average of 11.7 new homes per year. 
The average market value of the nine new homes is 
$1,670,500, which is higher than the average value of 
$1,159,129 over the previous nine years. 

The total value of all building permits received in 2025 was 
$39,131,549. This represents the amount of money invested 
in the City and the expansion of the City’s Market Valuation, 
which is higher than the nine-year average.

Of these nine newly constructed homes, only one needed a 
variance. Of the 13 house additions constructed last year, only three 
needed variances and three required Conditional Use Permits.

The City issued 761 total permits in 2025 (building, 
mechanical and plumbing), which exceeded the nine-year 
average of 471 total permits. 

For additional information on Building Permit Reports, or for 
other information related to the Planning and Zoning 
activities in the City of Deephaven, please visit the City’s 
website at: https://cityofdeephaven.org/city-planning-zoning/. 
For questions regarding these reports or other matters related 
to planning and zoning activities, please contact City Planner, 
Pat Smith: pat@cityofdeephaven.org; (952) 474-4755.
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Keeping an eye out for Alvin the Gnome
Our favorite tiny traveler, Alvin the Gnome, checked in with us back in February, living his best 
life in a palm tree somewhere warm. Honestly… we can’t say we blame him during the winter 
months. Since then? Nothing. Not a peep. Not a single gnome sighting. With the way Minnesota 
weather has been behaving... spring one day, winter the next, and then back again... it seems 
Alvin may have decided to stay somewhere a little more predictable (and a lot warmer). But if 
we know him, he won’t stay away forever. The charming little City of Deephaven is hard to 

resist, after all. Alvin has a way of popping back into town when we least expect it… usually right when we think winter 
is finally over  (so… we’ll say sometime between now and July). Until then, if you’re out and about, you might want to 
take a peek at Alvin’s tree… just in case he decides to sneak back home when no one’s looking. 



Deephaven City Meeting Calendar

City Hall
Closed

The City of Deephaven observes Summer Office Hours beginning May 27, and ending September 7, 2026. City Hall 
will be open Monday through Thursday, from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and on Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
The Local Board of Appeal and Equalization (LBAE) Public Hearing will be held on Monday, April 20th at 6:00 p.m. 
The Deephaven City Council meets at 7:00 p.m. on the first and third Mondays of each month: April 6th and 20th, May 
4th and 18th; and June 1st and 15th this year. 
The Park Board meets on the 1st Tuesday of each month: April 7th; May 5th, and June 2nd. The Planning 
Commission meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month: April 21st; May 19th; and June 16th. 
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Local Board of Appeal and Equalization
6:00 p.m., Monday, April 20, 2026
Council Chambers, Deephaven City Hall

We are here

Members of the Deephaven City Council act as the 
Deephaven Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. The 
Board hears appeals from property owners who disagree 
with the County Assessor’s market valuation of their 
property. The purpose of the Board of Appeal and 
Equalization is to provide a fair and objective forum for 
property owners to appeal their valuation or classification. 
This process often serves as the first formal step in the 
appeals process for taxpayers. Typically, property owners 
who seek to challenge the assessment of their properties 
must first contact the County Assessor directly to begin 
that process prior to the Board of Equalization and Appeal 
meeting. Any changes to property valuations made by the 
Board must be substantiated by facts. Any value reductions 
must be justified because they have the effect of shifting 
the tax burden to other properties in the jurisdiction.
Further, any changes made by the Board must meet statutory guidelines, including those provided in Minnesota 
Statute §274.014.

If you believe the estimated market valuation of your property is incorrect, 
please contact Michael Smerdon, Hennepin County Property Appraiser, to 
discuss your thoughts and concerns. If you disagree with the valuation or 
classification after discussing it with Mr. Smerdon, you may appear before the 
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. The Board will review the estimated 
market valuation of your property and may make corrections if warranted. 
Generally, a property owner must appeal to the Local Board before appealing to

Michael Smerdon, SAMA
Principal Residential Appraiser
Hennepin County Assessor’s Office
Michael.Smerdon@hennepin.us
Office: (612) 596-1362
Cell: (612) 267-4480

the County Board of Appeal and Equalization. Additionally, a property owner can appeal decisions made by the Local 
Board of Appeal and Equalization to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization as well. This year, the Local Board 
of Appeal and Equalization Meeting will be held on Monday, April 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at Deephaven City Hall: 
20225 Cottagewood Road, Deephaven, Minnesota 55331.
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- Mayor Kent Carlson

 
Presorted 
First Class 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

PERMIT NO. 168-A 

Mayor Kent Carlson
kentc@cityofdeephaven.org

Deephaven City Council

John Studer
johns@cityofdeephaven.org

Tony Jewett
tonyj@cityofdeephaven.org

Emily Scherschligt
emilys@cityofdeephaven.org

Tom Erdmann
Tome@cityofdeephaven.org

Sincerely, 

Springtime is a time for new beginnings 
Springtime in Deephaven is the time of beginnings. The beginning of warm weather, the 
beginning of grilling season, the beginning of another year of reconnecting with 
neighbors and enjoying all of the outdoor activities our community has to offer.

Springtime is also the beginning of the legislative session in Minnesota. While not 
necessarily as fun or engaging as neighborhood barbecues, it is at least equally as 
important. I want to take a moment to update our community on a bill that would have 
impacted every city in Minnesota. The bill would have required cities to allow multifamily 
development in all zoning districts in all cities with a population greater than 2500. The 
coalition behind this bill claimed that this would have solved the affordable housing crisis. 
I believe that the affordable housing shortage has many contributing factors, including 
material cost, labor shortages, tariffs on imported goods. Local zoning is not a significant 
contributor to the total cost of housing. Fortunately for us, this legislation appears to be 

on the back burner. With that said, our State representatives Patty Acomb  (rep.patty.acomb@house.mn.gov) and 
and Senator Johnson Stewart (sen.ann.johnson.stewart@mnsenate.gov) have been strong supporters of our cities 
efforts to retain jurisdiction over local zoning. Please reach out and thank them.
I would also like to thank the Minnetonka Yacht Club for partnering with the City on this year’s 4th of July 
Semiquincentennial fireworks display. We all look forward to celebrating the 250th Anniversary of our Country 
and the start of another great tradition for Deephaven.

Thank you for your continued support of our great community! I wish you all the best this spring season and look 
forward to seeing you out and about in the coming months.


