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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the Mineral Point historical and architectural intensive survey 
was to carplete the intensive survey for the city of Mineral Point and to 
update the Mineral Point historic district nOO\ination. In addition, 514 
properties in the Mineral Point Historic District were identified as 
properties that potentially contribute to the historic character of the 
Mineral Point Historic District. Five properties outside of the historic 
district were evaluated as potentially eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

A discussion of these properties within the context of Mineral Point's 
historical and architectural heritage is included in the Intensive Survey 
Report along with an explanation of the methodology of the survey and 
recorrrnendations for historic preservation in Sparta. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Intensive Survey of Mineral Point, Wisconsin, was conducted in several 
phases during the years 1987 through 1992 to identify resources of historical 
and architectural significance (buildings , structures, sites and objects) 
within the limits of the Mineral Point Historic District and the Mineral Point 
Hill Historic District, both established in 1971 , as well as within the 
limits of the city of Mineral Point (See Maps pp . 2, 3) . During the project, 
historic properties were evaluated for their district classification according 
to criteria adopted by the National Park Service, United States Department of 
the Interior, if they were located within the Mineral Point Historic 
Districts. The historic properties located in the city, but outside the 
boundaries of the historic districts, were evaluated for their NRHP 
eligibility . The Intensive Survey of Mineral Point, begun in 1987 by Rathbun 
Associates, was rrodified and carpleted by Architectural Researches , Inc . 
during the year 1991-1992. 

The object of the Mineral Point Intensive Survey work carried out during the 
year 1991-1992 was to complete the intensive survey for the city of MineraJ 
Point and to update the Mineral Point historic district ncroination . The 
intensive phase of the 1991-1992 project involves four basic work elements: 
research, identification and evaluation of contributing properties, 
preparation of intensive survey forms, and the preparation of the intensive 
survey report. Properties in the 1982 Reconnaissance survey by A. Biebel, 
were classified as potentially contributing or non-contributing at the onset 
of the project in consultation with the staff of the Historic Preservation 
Office. Contributing properties were liberally interpreted as those that 
help create the historic environrrent of the Mineral Point Historic Districts. 
Properties detracting frcro the character of the district were classified as 
non-contributing . The survey identified 514 properties that potentially 
contribute to the historic character of the Mineral Point Historic Districts . 
Research of the comnunity's history and sites specific research on the 
contributing properties created the infonnational base necessary for the 
validation and further evaluation of the historic properties . An intensive 
survey form for each of the properties identified as contributing was 
completed with construction date , historical name and other historical 
infonnation. 

Dt1ring the final phase of the project, the Mineral Point Intensive Survey 
Report was prepared. This publication outlines the accarplishrrents of the 
project. A brief history of the city of Mineral Point, survey methodology and 
survey results and a discussion of architecturally and historically 
significant properties are included in the text . 

An Historic Preservation Grant-In-Aid frcro the National Park Service, 
administered through the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, partially 
funded the intensive survey project . The city of Mineral Point provided funds 
and the Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Comnission provided 
administrative assistance to match the grant. 

Survey Results were placed in the files of the Historic Preservation Division 
of the State Historical Society in Madison and a copy was provided for the 
city of Mineral Point . 
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CHAPTER I SURVEY METHOOOLOOY 

The City of Mineral Point architectural and historical intensive suivey was 
• conducted between October 1991 and September 1992 by the research team of 
architectural historian Joan Rausch (Architectural Researches, Inc.) and 
project historian Carol LohrY Cartwright. The suivey consisted of four w::>rk 
elements: (1) evaluation of properties in the Mineral Point Historic District 
and the Mineral Point Hill Historic District for district classification 
[contributing or non-contributing] and for NRHP eligibility for those 
properties in the city but outside the historic district, (2) historic 
research, (3) preparation of intensive suivey fonns, and (4) preparation of 
intensive survey report. FollCMing, each w::>rk element is discussed in rrore 
detail. 

Before the w::>rk of the survey was undertaken, the initial phase of the Mineral 
Point Suivey begun in 1987 was reviewed. Addresses were corrected in 
consultation with the staff of the City Clerk's office and the legal 
descriptions of all the properties in the city of Mineral Point were added to 
the intensive survey fonns to further identify individual properties. The• 
physical descriptions, architectural styles, and other infornation on the 
intensive survey forms of the contributing properties were m:xUfied and 
corrected to rreet the requirements of the Preservation Office of the State 
Historical Society. At the onset of the 1991-1992 project, the historic 
properties were classified tentatively as contributing or non-contributing 
resources based on their historic architectural integrity by architectural 
historian Joan Rausch in consultation with architectural historian James 
Draeger of the Historic Preservation Office of the State Historical Society. 
The non-contributing properties were reviewed by Mark Knipping of Pendarvis 
for any properties with historical significance that were inadvertently 
missed by the selection of contributing properties based primarily on 
architectural integrity. 

Historic Research 

The investigation of the history of the carmunity and its historic properties 
of Mineral Point was intended to provide historical context for the 
evaluation of historic structures and buildings in Mineral Point. 

Site specific research used to evaluate the district classification and 
individual eligibility of individual sites to the National Register of 
Historic Places was collected by both historians, Joan Rausch and Carol 
Cartwright. Joan Rausch was responsible primarily for the research of the 
construction dates, original occupants, and owners of the carmercial buildings 
and houses located in the Vliet Survey area of the city. Carol Cartwright 
researched the history of the businesses located in the carmercial district. 
The properties located outside the Vliet Survey, which included nuch of the 
residential area, were researched by Carol Cartwright. 

During and follCMing the research of individual buildings, an investigation of 
the themes of Mineral Point's history selected by the Office of Historic 

4 



5 

Presei:vation between its origin in the mid-19th century to approximately 1945 
was executed by project historian Carol Cartwright. Using secondary and 
primary sources, the thanes of inmigration and settlanent, planning and 
landscape architecture, ccmnerce, notable people, and industry chapters as 
well as the history oveIView chapter were researched. In addition to 
supplying research for the ccmnercial history chapter, Joan Rausch researched 
prevalent architectural styles identified in the survey and types of building 
na.terials used in the city. Joan Rausch also researched the names, 
biographies and w:>rks of the early contractors, builders and architects of 
the historic buildings in the city . The research on the history themes were 
sumnarized for presentation in the Intensive SUIVey Report. 

The research for the Intensive Architectural and Historical Survey of Mineral 
Point occurred at the Area Research Center housed in the Karmann Library at 
the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, at the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, and at the History Roan of the Mineral Point Public Library. 
InteIViews also provided histo~ical infonre.tion on specific properties. 

The city of Mineral Point tax records and assessrrent records £ran the 1840 to 
1945 located in the History Roan of Karnnann Library at Platteville were 
researched for the construction dates and historic names of all the • 
contributing properties in the Mineral Point Historic District. Tax rolls 
were used extensively to chart building ownership. Generally the CW'ler of the 
building was the occupant; however, . it is very likely that sane buildings were 
rentals, and the occupants nay have been different £ran the owners. '!be tax 
rolls also were problematic because they were not cross-referenced by legal 
descriptions until 1910, approxirrately 60 years later than roost other tax 
rolls in the state. Before 1910, the property owners were listed in the 
Mineral Point tax rolls in alphabetical order. As a result, tracking 
difficulty occurred when the property was sold and owner's name changed. 
Additional tracking problems occurred with sane of the individual entries. It 
was generally possible to track properties such as those in Strong's or 
Irwin's Additions with specific lot and Block numbers with accuracy1 however, 
large lots of the Harrison and Vliet Surveys, in \ttlich there were roore than 
one building per lot , were not subdivided geographically. For these lots , the 
recorded legal description of these properties used deed nmbers for 
identification. Dead ends and other problems in tracking the owners occurred 
when the deed mnnbers changed during the history of the property . As a 
result, a number of the historic properties could not be tracked with 
accuracy . In these cases, only approxirrate dates of construction, based on 
architectural style, method of construction, and other similar buildings , 
could be detennined. 

In addition, Joan Rausch conducted a newspaper survey, using various local 
newspapers fran the 1840s until 1870. After 1870, only the Iowa County 
Derrocrat was consulted because of time constraints. The local newspapers 
provide collaborating evidence for .construction dates, their original C1Nners 
and the original uses of the ccmnercial and industrial buildings, churches , 
schools and, in too few cases, the builders or architects of the historic 
buildings. Unfortunately, only infonnation on the construction of the roore 
praninent residential properties was recorded in the local newspapers. Census 
records, 1850-1870, and the State Gazetteer and Business Directory located in 
the State Historical Society Library provide basic biographical and business 
data on Mineral Points early craftsrren, builders and contractors. lbe 
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archives of the State Historical Society houses early rraps of Mineral Point 
such as the Sanborn Map Carpany insurance rraps ·(l884-1929) and the Taylor­
Willets rrap (1871), both of which give essential infonnation on early 
carrrercial buildings and building owners as well as the uses of the camercial 
and industrial buildings in Mineral Point. 

The History Roan at the Mineral Point Library provides secondary local 
histories such as those by Fiedler (1962, Revised 1986) and the history 
carpiled by the WPA (1941, published in 1979) , as well as county histories 
including The History of Iowa County (1881} and M.eroirs of Iowa County 
(1913). A walking tour , "Mineral Point Guide," a booklet entitled The Hares 
of Mineral Point (1976} and Perrin's Historic Wisconsin .Architecture (1976} 
and Historic Wisconsin Buildings (1962) provides sane helpful inforrration on 
Mineral Point's residential architecture and their owners . The history roans 
at both the Mineral Point and the Karnnann libraries offer a wealth of • 
infornation on various aspects of the early settlernent of Mineral Point and 
the Cornish who played a rrajor role in the settlement and developnent of the 
ccrnnunity . Additional infonnation concerning the early stone architecture and 
early Cornish settlers gathered under the direction of Jack Holzhueter of the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin is housed at Pendarvis and in the 
History Roan at the Mineral Point Library. Finally, Joan Rausch intervi~ 
local historians including George Branger, a fomer rrayor and businessman; 
Bruce HO',,dle, shop owner and potter; Harry Ivey, druggist and business man; 
Jennifer Sharp, painter and shop owner; Serena Nelson, local historian and 
retired librarian, Mrs Harry Nohr, long time resident, Bert Bohlin, shop 
owner and craftsman, as well as several property owners for additional history 
on specific properties. 

Identification and Evaluation of Significant Properties 
I 

During and after carpletion of the historic research, an analysis of the data 
was rrade by the consultants to detetmine the final list of properties of 
historical and architectural significance. Opinions of the NRHP district 
classification on the properties in the intensive survey \tiere indicated on the 
intensive survey fonns . The opinions of the district classification of 
contributing or non-contributing for properties inside the Mineral Point 
Historic District and the Mineral Point Hill Historic District as \olell as the 
opinion of NRHP eligibility for properties outside the district in the survey 
area were based on the criteria published by the National Reqister of Historic 
Places. The NRHP criteria are used to guide the State and Federal aqencies in 
evaluating naninations for the National Register. The criteria as described 
in Ha.I To Cgtplete National Register Fonns (U.S. Department of the Interior, 
1977) follows: 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, 
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
that possess integrity of location, design, setting, rraterials, w:>rkmanship, 
feeling, and association, and: 

A. that are associated with events that have rrade a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; 
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or 
that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 
possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose cooponents may lack individual 
distinction; or 
that have yielded , or may be likely to yield , infonnation irrportant in 
prehistory or history. 

Ordinary cemeteries , birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties 
owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures 
that have been m:>ved fran their original locations , reconstructed historic 
buildings , properties primarily camerorative in nature, and properties that 
have achieved significance within the past SO years shall not be considered 
eligible for the National Register . However, such properties will qualify if 
they are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall 
within the following categories: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

a religious property deriving primary significance fran architectural 
or artistic distinction or historical inportance; or 
a building or structure rerroved fran its original location but which is 
significant primarily for architectural value, or which is the 
surviving structure m:>st inportantly associated with a historic person 
or event; or 
a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding inportance 
if there is no other appropriate site or building directly associated 
with his productive life; or 
a cemetery which derives its primary significance fran graves of 
persons of transcendent inportance, fran age , fran distinctive design 
features, or fran association with historic events; ot 
a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable 
environrrent and presented in a dignified manner as part of a 
restoration rraster plan, and when no other building or structure with 
the same association has survived; or 
a property primarily camBtDrative in intent if design, age tradition , 
or symbolic value has invested it with its own historical significance; 
or_ 

G. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of 
exceptional inportance . • 

As noted above, a historic district is placed in the National Register of 
Historic Places in a rranner similar to individual properties, using 
essentially the same criteria. A historic district is carprised of resources, 
that is, buildings, structures, sites, or objects located in a geographically 
definable area. Tile historic district is united by historical factors and a 
sense of cohesive architecture integrity. District resources are individually 
classified as contributing or non-contributing. Tile follc:Ming NRHP definition 
was used to evaluate the resources in the Mineral Point Historic District: 

A. A contributing building, site, structure, or object adds to the 
historic architectural qualities, historic associations, or 
archaeological values for which a property is significant because (a.) 
it was present during the period of significance and possesses historic 
integrity reflecting its character at that time or is capable of 
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yielding irrportant information about the period, or Cb.) it 
independently or individually meets the National Register criteria. 

B. A non-contributing building, site, structure, or object does not add to 
the historic architectural qualities, historic associations, or 
archeological values for which a property or district is s ignificant 
because, (a.} it was not present during the period of significance 
[less that 50 years old or rroved to the site], (b.) due to alterations, 

. disturbances, additions, or other changes, it no longer possesses 
historic integrity reflecting its character at that time or is 
incapable of yielding irrportant infonnation about the period, or (c . ) 
it does not independently meet the National Register criteria. 

Generally Joan Rausch, the architectural historian was responsible 
principally for providing opinions on the architectural significance of 
the historic properties in the intensive survey. nte project architectural 
historian Joan Rausch also detennined the district classification of the 
properties in the historic districts, which was based primarily on their 
historic architectural integrity; however, a liberal interpretation of 
historic architectural integrity was used because of the il1'1)0rtance of the­
historic resources and the early settlement and mining history of Mineral 
Point. In addition, the a liberal interpretation of the contributing 
classification was used to provide the opportunity for all properties with 
the potential to contribute to the historic character of the districts to 
qualify for rehabilitation under the Federal and State tax credit programs. 
Buildings that did not strictly meet the NRHP criteria for archi tectural 
integrity because rrodern siding was added to the exterior, for the rrost part, 
were considered contributing if a good am:>unt of the original form and 
exterior architectural 9haracter and details had been preserved. en a local 
level of significance, the best of each style represented in the architecture 
of Mineral Point was selected by the project architectural historian and 
determined to be significant if the criteria of integrity were met. The 
project historian discussed the structures best associated with the lives of 
people, industries or ccmnercial concerns irrportant to the cama.mity on a 
local level . The City of Mineral Point has received a copy of each carpleted 
intensive survey form. 

Preparation of Intensive SUrvey FoI11& 

Intensive survey fonr.s were prepared for all sites identified in the 1982 
reconnaissance survey and listed in the Mineral Point Historic District and 
the Mineral Point Hill Historic District during the 1987 phase of the 
intensive survey . Fonr.s for those sites detennined to potentially contribute 
to the historic character were carpleted with construction dates, contractor , 
builder or architect-- if known, historic nanes [that is the narre of the 
original owner or business] and buildings uses in addition to the legal 
description and corrected address added to the form at the onset of the 1991-
1992 phase of the survey. The physical characteristics and architectural 
styles were corrected to meet the requirements of the Preservation Division of 
the State Historical Society. Fonr.s for historic properties in the city but 
outside the NRHP district were carpleted in a similar manner. Olly basic 
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descriptive infonnation was added to the form:; for sites that were detennined 
to be non-contributing properties in the Mineral Point historic districts or 
that were detennined not eligible for the NRHP; however, the architectural 
styles and other physical descriptive information previously recorded in 1987 
on the intensive survey form:; (page 2 of IS fonn] of the non-contributing 
properties were not corrected to meet the requirements of the Historic 
Preservation Division because of time constraints . 

Preparation of SUIVey Report 

The consultants prepared this Intensive Survey Report, which describes project · 
objectives and methodology and includes background research . Following the 
research phase during the 1991-1992 phase of the intensive survey of Mineral 
Point, the chapter of Architecture and the chapter on Designers and Architects 
were written by architectural historian Joan Rausch while the Overview Chapter 
as well as the Settlement, Planning and Landscape Architecture, camerce, 
Notable People, and Industry Chapters were written by historian Carol 
Cartwright. The draft history chapters prepared during the 1987 phase of the 
Mineral Point survey including the themes of Religion, Social Movements, • 
Agriculture, Arts and Literature, Education, Government, Transportation, and 
Recreation and Entertainment were edited for erroneous information by Kori 
Oberle, Serena Nelson and Carol Cartwright. Carol Cartwright also extensively 
edited these chapters to meet the requirements of the Preservation Division of 
the State Historical Society. A carplete .bibliography of source material and 
annotated "Notes on Sources" acccrrpanying each thematic chapter are included 
in the Intensive Survey Report. In addition to the history· chapters noted 
above, Joan Rausch wrote the Methodology, Survey Results and Recamendation 
chapters. 

Contents of the report were reviewed by the Historic Preservation Division 
prior to final -preparation of the survey report. Eight 'copies of the final 
report were sul::rnitted to the Historic Preservation Division, while additional 
copies were retained by the city and comnunity of Mineral Point . 

The historic content included in this report is not intended to represent a 
new definitive history of Mineral Point. It prirrarily interprets those 
aspects of its develoµrent reflected in its current built environment and to a 
minor degree in its historical archaeological resource. The primary purpose 
of this report is to provide an architectural and historical context .within 
which extant historic resources rray be evaluated for their significance for 
architecture or history. Such an effort would require considerably rore 
research and time than included in the scope of this project. This docurrent 
provides information for local planners and officials and for the Preservation 
Office of the State Historical Society to assist them in planning decisions 
that irrpact or might irrpact the historical resources of Mineral Point. This 
survey report also provides a basis for further research on both individual 
historic resources in the city as well as the theres of camrunity history 
addressed in this survey report. This report is designed to be a working 
document that will be updated and changed over tirre as research uncovers new 
infonration on Mineral Point and new interpretations of existing infonnation 
occurs. 
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CHAPTER II HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Introduction 

Mineral Point is located in the heart of southwestern Wisconsin, and area of 
the state known a$ the "driftless" region because it was not covered over by 
the last glacier that blanketed the rest of the region during prehistoric 
times. The entire driftless region consists of about 15,000 square miles of 
rough terrain, of which over 13,000 square miles are in southwestern 
Wisconsin. Because this land was not covered by the ice sheets, it was 
subject to natural weathering that created the distinctive sharp hills and 
valleys of the region. The rra.in body of water in the area is the Pecatonica 
River, which has tributaries that flow south of Mineral Point . The Wisconsin 
and Mississippi Rivers fonn the general north and west boundaries of the 
region . (Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:6-7, Fiedler 1973:11-12, Smith 
1985:182) 

The city of Mineral Point lies along u. s. Highway 151, the rra.jor autcmobile 
and truck thoroughfare through southwestern Wisconsin. To the northeast along 
Highway 151 is Dodgeville, the county seat of Iowa County; and 54 miles 
northeast along Highway 151 is Madison , the State Capital. State Highways 23 
and 39 also runs into Mineral Point, ·providing access to areas north and south 
of the city. (Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:6) 

The area irnnediately around Mineral Point reflects the driftless region as a 
whole . It consists of steep hills, valleys, small streams, eroded bluffs, a 
few small prairies, sane oak and rra.ple tree groves , but no great ·forests. The 
city, itself, has been built on a steep hill , with the earliest developnent in 
the ravine at the foot of the hill. over the years, the city expanded 
generally north along the side of this hill and spread out over the upland 
area on the crest of the hill. The result is a ccmnunity of dramatic 
elevations, ranging fran around 950 feet in the low areas to 1,130 feet in the 
high areas of the city. (Mineral Point Planning P~am 1985:7, Fiedler 
1973:21) 

This striking topography, along with the rra.ny well-preserved stone and frame 
buildings in the city, gives Mineral Point an historic chann that attracts 
rra.ny visitors during the year, but especially during the sumner m::>nths. 
Pendarvis, a group of stone and log buildings operated as an historic site by 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, and a nearby small artists' colony 
help attract outsiders to the cornnunity. But, overall, Mineral Point is the 
quintessential "small town," with a business ccmnunity centered along "Main 
Street" (High Street) , small industries, attractive neighborhoods of older 
hanes , beautiful churches, good schools, and friendly people . There is little 
evidence in this smal 1, quiet ccmnunity that suggests the 1 ively "bean and 
bust" eras that drove the econany of Mineral Point during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, a boan and bust era centered around one industry-­
mining. 

10 
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The Lead Mining Era 

Native Americans knew of the existence of lead in the lead region 
(southwest ern Wisconsin, northwestern Illinois , northeastern Iowa) fran the 
mineral outcroppings that were visible in the hills of the region . But , 
evidence suggests that the Indians did not use or mine this l ead on any great 
scale. Some Native Americans dug surface mines and smelted the mineral in 
crude fire pits, but they did not go beyond limited exploitation of the lead . 
By the late 1600s, early French explorers and fur traders had learned of the 
lead outcroppings in the area from the Indians , and by 1690, Frenchman 
Nicholas Perrot reportedly engaged in crude surface mining of lead near 
Dubuque, Iowa. This led to more ser ious, but st i ll crude, mining efforts by 
the French and Native Americans in the 1700s. (Writers Program 1979:11-12 , 
Fiedler 1973:20) 

The English took over the area from the French in 1763, then Amer ican rul e 
began in 1783 . In the early 1800s , Jlmerican lead miners began rroving up from 
Missouri and Illinois mines and discovered the old Fre.~ch and Indian diggings . 
T'ne miners rroved into northwestern Illinois, centering around Galena , and by 
the 1820s, the lead mining era in the upper midwest began. (Fiedler 1973 :21-
24) 

At first, the Native Americans obstructed the American rroverrents into the lead 
region. The Winnebago, in particular, were hostile . But the miners' armed 
resistance in 1827 eventually pushed the Indians aside. The population in the 
entire lead region of northwestern Illinois, southwestern Wisconsin, and 
northeastern Iowa was only 200 in 1825, but it grew to 1,000 in 1826, 4,000 in 
1827 , and 10,000 by 1828. Lead production grew from 428 tons in 1826, to 
2,313 tons in 1827, and 4, 958 tons in 1828. \Writers Program 1979:19-21, 
Fiedler 1973:24-25i 

The early settlement of the lead region was not typical of settlement 
elsewhere in the upper midwest during that time. Instead of early settlers, 
who with their families occupied farms or lots in already-existing town plats, 
the lead miners were rrost often single men, few of whom planned to stay. They 
came to reap the quick rroney of the lead mines , then rrove on . The result was 
that instead of the log cabins that gave way to permanent dw~llings in rural 
towns or villages, the lead region was populated with miners living in tents, 
dugouts, caves, sod or pole huts, and wagons . Because there were so many 
miners in southwestern Wisconsin who lived in dugouts and caves dur ing the 
early mining years, they came to be known as "Badgers." The influence of 
southwestern Wisconsin in the state's early history caused the expression to 
stick, hence Wisconsin's nickname--the "Badger " s t ate. (Writers Program 
1979:22) 

The 1;-.,ay the federal government handled lead J. a11ds added to the transient 
nature of the region . Instead of selling lead lands t o miners or mining 
corrpanies , the federal government leased the mineral rights while retaining 
title to the land . Prior to the rerroval of Native Americans, this policy 
reflected the fact that the Indians had not yet ceded their land rights . But 
later, it reflected a definite government policy in dealing with mineral 
lands . Leases were issued to miners with the stipulation that the government 
would take a royalty of ten percent of the mineral after it was smelted. The 
rapid growth of the lead region is reflected in the number of pennits issued 
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to Wisconsin miners through the 1820s . In 1825, the government issued only 69 
permits. This rose to 350 in 1826, to 2,384 in 1827, to 3,788 in 1828, and to 
4,253 in 1829. In 1829 the gover:nrrent also issued licenses to 52 srrelters in 
the area . (Smith 1985: 183) 

The search for lead eventually expanded well beyond the Galena area, and by 
the 1820s, the first miners began entering southwestern Wisconsin. The first 
lead was dug at rrodern-day New Diggings and Hardscrabble around 1824. Because 
of the rush of miners to the area, the first settler in Mineral Potnt is 
difficult to pinpoint . It is generally accepted that the official founding of 
Mineral Point came in 1827, when Elder William Roberts, a Baptist minister, 
and Solaron Francis erected cabins near a spring at the Mineral Point site . 
Roberts called it Jerusalem Spring. A GenTan, Christopher Law, also erected 
a cabin at the base of the Mineral Point ridge near rrodern-day Shake Rag 
Street around the same time. In 1828, John Hood and his wife came to the 
settlement and built a cabin there. They were probably the first family in 
Mineral Point. Because the early activity in Mineral Point was mining , rrost 
people who came were transient miners , and there was a real lack of a 
pennanent settlement at Mineral Point during the earliest mining years. 
(Writers Program 1979:27-28, Fiedler 1973:25-26, Butterfield 1880:656) 

In 1828, Mineral Point entered its first econcmic bean as a wave of miners 
came to the area. These early miners were alrrost all Arrericans. Sane came 
frcm mining areas in southern Illinois and Missouri. They were the rrost 
transient , often working the mines during the warm rronths, then returning 
south in the fall. Another group of miners came frcm New England. These 
"Yankees" stayed all of the year around, but rrost did not make permanent hanes 
there . They worked the surface diggings and lived in dugouts , pole shelters, 
or sod huts, and were the ones nicknamed "Badgers . " (Erdman 1982 :5-6) 

In Mineral Point, the t\<IK) srrall settlements near Jerusalem Spring and along 
what is today Shake Rag Street began to grow in the late 1820s. But, like the 
miners who took up residence outside of the coomunity, those who resided in 
Mineral Point did so in largely crude, sanetimes tenporary quarters. Because 
the city was not platted until the mid-1830s, there was no plan to this early 
settlement in the city, and this lack of early planning made for an unusual 
plat when the city was later surveyed. (Writers Program 1979:29-33, Fiedler 
1973:27-28, Erdman 1982:5) 

But the first signs of "civilization" came soon after the first influx of 
miners. In 1828, Erastus Wright began the first store in a log cabin. In 
1829, -Dan Parkinson and his son, Peter, built the first hotel, the Mineral 
Point Hotel, in a log cabin. In 1829, sane estimated that the population in 
the Mineral Point area had ballooned to 3,000, although this may have been an 
exaggeration. It is rrore likely it was around 1,000 to 1,500. Nevertheless, 
the population in southwestern Wisconsin was great enough for the formation 
Old Iowa County, with boundaries that took in rrost of Wisconsin's lead region. 
(Writers Program 1979:29-33, Fiedler 1973:27-28 , Erdman 1982:7-8) 

In late 1829, the price of lead dropped, and as fast as miners came to 
southwestern Wisconsin, they left. Mineral Point went bust and the population 
was estimated to have dropped to only 300. But, after the initial panic, lead 
prices slowly began to rise and the influx of miners was expected to resume. 
However, the Black Hawk War, an effort to suppress the last rerraining hostile 
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group of Native Americans in the area, disrupted the lead region. Many miners 
joined the federal government in fighting the Indians. and in the late sumner 
of 1832, they were successful in suppressing Black Hawk and his forces . The 
end of the Black Hawk War was the beginning of ira.ss imnigration into southern 
Wisconsin, as settlers poured into lands that the federal government now 
considered open for settlement . In southwestern Wisconsin, the rerroval of 
Indians and the rise in lead prices brought another wave of miners into the 
Mineral Point area , and the ccmnunity began an economic boom that "'10uld last 
for alrrost 15 years . (Writers Program 1979:34-44) 

Settlement in other areas of the state during the 1830s centered on families 
occupying farms or town lots in fledgling corrmunities . While sane of these 
settlers came primarily to reap the financial rewards of fanning virgin soil 
or selling town lots, rrost settlers came as long-term or penranent residents , 
building log cabins, then frame ar1d brick houses or ccmnercial buildings . But 
in Mineral Point, and throughout the Wisconsin lead region , short-term miners 
were the majority of the new residents. They continued to live in dugouts or 
sc<l or pole huts in the 1830s, and only a few structures in the Mineral Point 
are.a were rrore perrranent log or frame buildings . So, while settlement began 
in southwestern Wisconsin earlier than in rrost other parts of the state , in 
many ways the Wisconsin lead region lagged behind other parts of the state in 
physical development . (Writers Progyarn. 1979:44-45. Fiedler 1973:46} 

By the mid-1830s, Mineral Point was the center of lead mining in southwestern 
Wisconsin. The fledgling comnunity sat on one of the richest veins of lead in 
the area, and copper deposits were also found and exploited during this era. 
It was at this time when the nicknarne "Shake P.ag" became attached to the 
comnunity . There were numerous structures at the base of the Mineral Point 
r idge and these houses could be seen by miners working the nearby diggings . 
Supposedly cooks waved rags from these buildings at mealtimes to cali in the 
miners. The name "Shake Rag" stuck to the new corrrnunity and it was known for 
su-ne time as "Shake Rag" or ., Shake Rag Under the Hi 11 . " (Writers Program 
1979:47) 

The first official survey in the Mineral Point area was in 1832, when Harry 
Parke surveyed the rural town .of Mineral Point. In 1834, the federal 
government established a land office in the fledgling city to sell non-mineral 
land. By the end of 1836, over 800,000 acres of Wisconsin land had been sold, 
and alrrost 600,000 of those acres had gone to eastern land speculators . Many 
of the early residents of Mineral Point were agents for land speculators, such 
as Cyrus Woodman and Moses Strong. While land agents were not allowed to sell 
lead lands, sometimes inadequate surveying or disregard for this law allowed 
some landowners to acquire these lands. In any event, the federal 
goverP.ment's leasing system soon broke down and was largely ignored by the 
mid- 1830s, although the federal government would not officially release 
control of lead larids until the 1840s. (Erdman 1.982: 13-15) 

While rural lands were being sold off, land at the site of Mineral Point vias 
hot available, since it had not been surveyed. But that had not stopped the 
rapid settlement of the site, In 1835, Charles Bracken illegally surveyed 80 
acres of land in the center of Mineral Point, probably to settle squatter's 
disputes, but formal surveying did not begin until 1836, when the federal 
government called for an official survey . Garret Vliet and George W. Harrison 
were hired to survey Mineral Point along with five other town sites in the 
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lead region. Vliet began to sUIVeY in Mineral Point right away without 
Harrison. He platted only the central portion of the ccmnunity, then left 
town, and was probably fired. Vliet's lots were offered for sale to squatters 
with pre-errption rights and all but four of the lots in the sUIVey were 
irnrediately sold . (Erdman 1982: 16-18) 

Finally in 1838, George Harrison got around to sUIVeying the rest of Mineral 
Point. Harrison's SUIVey consisted of a large anount of land around Vliet's 
SUIVey . There were fewer pre-errptors on this land , so rrost of it was offered 
for sale to non-residents. By the time Harr.ison's lots were sold off, both 
Strong's and Irwin's additions were platted . Vliet's SUIVey was irregular, 
reflecting the irregularity of the early settlement in the city. Harrison's 
SUIVey consisted of very large lots surrounding Vliet's SUIVey. Strong's and 
Irwin's additions were typical town plats, made up of urban lots surrounding a 
public square, a plan typical of early town plats in Wisconsin. These diverse 
plats, though, are what gives Mineral Point its distinctive appearance . The 
narrow, irregular streets in the center of the city, the two separate "town 
plats" of Strong's and Irwin's additions, along with the large lots of 
Harrison's Survey on the outskirts of town ccrnbine to give the city a chann 
and character that is missing in rrore traditionally-platted ccmnunities . 
(Erdman 1982:19~23) 

In 1835 , the population of Mineral Point was estimated to be around 600, but 
one historic account states that the ccmnunity consisted of primarily log huts 
and shanties along the ravine at the foot of the Mineral Point ridge. Despite 
this crude appearance, though, the town had established a small subscription 
school , a church ( the Methodist Episcopal Church), and a number of smal 1 
stores, blacksmiths, and taverns . In 1835, John Phillips established a small 
brewery just east of High Street . (Writers Program 1979:49-51, Fiedler 
1973:59, Butterfield 1880:660) 

More irrportantly, though, in 1835, Cornish inmigrants began arriving in the 
lead region. The Cornish who came to the Mineral Point came mainly frcm 
Camborne and Redruth in western Cornwall, an old mining area of the country . 
They came because of the poor European econcmy and because they heard of the 
lucrative mineral resources in America frcm early Cornish inmigrants. They 
were also anxious for the opportunity to own land, scmething very few Cornish 
miners could do in their native land . Between 1830 and 1850 it is estimated 
that 7,000 Cornish came to the lead region. The peak years of inmigration 
were the early 1840s during the Cornish potato famine. The Cornish brought 
with them knowledge and cultural traits that would not only boost the econany 
in the nineteenth century, but would also give an ethnic identity to Mineral 
Point that has lasted until today. (Erdman 1982:10-12, Writers Program 
1979:51-53, Fiedler 1973:50) 

The inmediate inpact of the Cornish was two-fold. First, while they were used 
to mining hard rock for copper ore, their knowledge of ilT()roved technology 
made it easy for them to adapt to lead mining. In particular, they brought 
technology that allowed them to go beyond surface diggings to get at the lead . 
For exarrple, they had knowledge of the safety fuse, which allowed miners to 
rrore safely blast through hard rock to the subsurface ore and to work the 
mines much further below the shallow diggings the American miners were 
"'°rking. The Cornish inmigrants often took over shallow diggings that were 
thought to be played out. But , rich ore existed at lower levels , so the 
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Cornish soon became successful in working deeper mines and extracting rrcre 
ore . (Erdman 1982:11, Writers Program 1979:51) 
Second, many Cornishmen brought with them their skill at building with 
quarried limestone. Since wood was needed for the lead smelters, and since 
l imestone was a readily available building ma.terial, stone houses were in 
demand for perrranent dwe l lings as Mineral Point became rrore settled in the 
late 1830s and the 1840s. Today, many stone buildings attributed to Cornish 
stone rrasons have survived, and they are a physical reminder of the influence 
of the Corn i sh in t he corrmunity in the nineteenth century. (Writers Program 
1979 : 51) 

The rapid population growth of southwestern Wisconsin in the 1830s, along with 
the economic growth of lead mining , gave the lead region political power in 
territorial Wisconsin. Prominent men in the region became political leaders 
in territorial government. These men used the economic power of the reg•ion to 
pressure the government to open lead lands for sale and to make the 
southwestern Wisconsin lead region the first area of the territory to be 
surveyed. Prior to the development of the state capital in Madison, Miner a l 
Point , as the center of the lead region in southwestern Wisconsin, was the 
center of territorial politics in the 1830s. (Smi th 1985:188) 

In 1836, the federai governrnent officially organized the Wisconsin territory 
at Mineral Point and the placement of a miner on the territorial seal 
i.llustrated the region's irrportance at that time. Henry Dodge, a prominent 
citizen of southwestern Wisconsin, became the first territorial governor . And 
while Belrrcnt (in southwestern Wisconsin) was the official territorial 
capital, much of the political action took place in Mineral Point . Even after 
the territorial legislature established the pemanent capital in Madison, the 
lack of adequate facilities there, and the continuing influence of 
southwestern Wisconsin , kep t many goverrurent activities in Mineral Point . 
(Writers Program 1979:57-61, Fiedler 1973:53-56) 

The revivai of lead mining i-n the late 1830s continued the beaning lead mining 
era in Mineral Point. By 1837. it was est ima.ted there were over L 000 people 
in the city . A growing comnercial business district in town carposed of 
hotels, dry goods stores, QJ~oceries, tailors , blacksmith shops, taverns, a 
bank, and a newspaper, the Miners' Free Press, helped make the ccmnunity m::>re 
stable and penranent . The first county courthouse was built of logs in 1835. 
And in March of 1837, the leading citizens of Mineral Point organized a 
borough form of government under territorial iaw. They elected officials and 
passed some rudimentary laws, but because of the casual nature of the 
corrmunity, this government was not particularly effective . Mineral Point 
reverted. to unincorporated. status after only two years. (Writers Program 
1979 :62-7 1, Fiedler 1973:61 , 170 ) 

Fran accounts of Mineral Potnt ' s early his t ory , the city's early lead mini ng 
era reserrb led a frontier town in the American west . Sane permanent houses 
were built in the late 1830~;, but the town still had a rough appearance. The 
numerous diggings on the ridge , the crude huts and carrps of rrany miners, sare 
of whom only occupied them in the warmer rronths, gave the town a largely 
unattractive and unsettled. appearance. The transient miners also brought sane 
frontier-style lawlessness to the cOITlTlunity, although it was primarily in the 
form of rowdy behavior. (Writers Program 1979:79, Fiedler 1973:62) 
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The 1840s were a decade of stabilization and growing maturi ty in Mineral 
Point, as the lead mining industry continued to drive the local econany . In 
the 1840s, l ead production in Wisconsin's lead region averaged above 20,000 
tons per year , and reached a peak of production in 1845 at 24,328 tons . 
Southwestern Wisconsin lead was used in the production of paint , shot, srre.11 
weights , and pewter . (Writers Program 1979 :85-86) • 

In 1844 , Mineral Point became an incorporated village , and in 1847, lead lands 
were finally offered for sale . When the federal government sold the lands , 
they offered them in 40-acre parcels. Many leases were for much less land, so 
miners fonned associations in order to buy 40 acres. Then, the association 
subdivided the 40 acres into the individual claims . The selling of lead lands 
was a victory for miners who had wanted to own the lead lands for years . It 
was ironic, then, that 1847 marked the peak of lead mining in the region, then 
began a slow and steady decline. (Fiedler 1973:79-89) 

The continued prosperity of the lead mines brought econanic stability to 
Mineral Point during the 1840s , and with it , the town began to take on the 
characteristics of other ccmnunities in Wisconsin. Many buildings were 
constructed in this era of both logs and quarried stone. In fact, a new stone 
courthouse was finished in 1844, and marked a general transition fran log to 
stone buildings, particularly after Cornish stone irasons began plying their 
trade in the area . Area fanners were becaning prosperous growing wheat on 
virgin soil , and the cash they received for their crop stimulated the city's 
comnercial businesses. By statehood, Mineral Point was still frontier -like , 
with many transient residents , and little local goverrunent . But, its physical 
appearance was irrproving with the construction of stone houses and cannercial 
buildings, sam of which are still extant today. (Writers Program 1979:86-87 , 
Fiedler 1973:89-90 , 106-107) 

The year 1848 was also the beginning of the end of the beaning lead mining era 
in Mineral Point. After 20 years of mining the surface lead in the area, the 
mines were beginning to play out , while deeper mines were hitting the wat er 
table. Without extensive purrping equipnent, mines that hit the wat er table 
were in:possible to i;,ork. Coinciding with these local conditions was the 
discovery of gold in california. Many of the miners who had cam to 
southwestern Wisconsin hoping to strike it rich now looked to the west to make 
their fortunes . Between 1849 and 1850, it is estiirated that at least 25 
percent of the area population left for california . .About one-thi rd of t he 
local miners left for the west , and about one-half of the Cornish population . 
(Writers Program 1979-96) 

The Middle Years 

The gold rush years were the beginning of the middle years in the growth and 
developnent of the city. At first the gold rush was an econanic boan for 
Mineral Point . The city was a jurrping-off point for many imnigrants, and they 
purchased wagons and supplies fran city rrerchants before heading west . But, 
after the westward migration diminished, the city sunk into the econanic 
doldr\.U'l1S . It was estiirated that around 1,000 people left the city , leaving 
vacant houses and few miners to i;,ork the few still-operating mines in the 
area . And, the cholera epidemic of the early 1850s hit the city hard . The 
transient element of the population meant that diseases were easily 
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transported into the area. While the epidemic was responsible for efforts to 
clean up the city, other public improverrent projects were long in caning . 
(Writers Project 1979:97-103) 

A small business revival was started in the late 1850s when the railroad came 
to Mineral Point . Like rrost ccmnunities in the mid-nineteenth century, 
Mineral Point put up large a.wunts of rroney to lure a rail line to the 
corrmun i ty . In 1852 , the Mineral Point Railroad Corrq:,any was organized to bui ld 
a road to Warren, Il l inois , i.'1/here it would connect with the Illinois Central 
Railroad, with connections to Chicago. In 1853 , the road was started, but the 
railroad had financial problems and foreclosed in 1856 . Finally , in 1857 , the 
Mineral Point Railroad completed the 32-mile line to Warren, Illinois, and a 
fine passenger depot was constructed in Mineral Point for the line. The line 
was a successfu l freight hauler and passenger carrier, and in 1880, i t became 
part of t he larger Milwaukee Road , one of the three major railroad lines in 
Wisconsin . (Writers Project 1979:106-107, Fiedler 1973 : 113- 116) 

The ra i lroad was oniy one of the improvements that came to Mineral Point in 
the 1850s. While the mines were stagnant, area farmers were prospering . 
These farmers provided a fairly stable economy for the corrmunity during t he 
mid-nineteenth century when mining did not. This stability brought public 
improvements. Tr1e city improved existing streets in town and made new ones , 
and constructed sidewalks. While a number of atterrpts at a public school 
system failed during the 1840s and 1850s, in 1856, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church built a school for a high-school level seminary program. In 1861, the 
city purchased this schooi and operated it as a tuition-based high school 
until 1875, when the free high school was established. (Writers Project 
1979:107-108 . Butterfield 1880:690-691) 

By 1859 , there were over 600 permanent buildings in the ccmnunity, at least 
half of them constructed of stone or brick . There were five churches and two 
newspapers in the city and a corrmercial district that could boast of eight 
hotels. 17 dry goods or grocery stores, nine boot and shoe stores, three 
hardware stores. five wagon shops, seven blacksmith shops , three drug stores , 
and two furniture stores. The downtown business district contained many stone 
and brick bui ldings, and three praninent businesses, Thara.s & Coopany, John 
Milton's Store , and G. W. Cobb's store and warehouse were housed in three­
story stone buildings. In 1857, the comnunity was incorporated as a city . 
This development reflected Mineral Point's transfonration fran a frontier 
mining town into a typicai, mid-nineteenth century, small Wisconsin city . 
(Wr i ters Project 1979:107-108, But terf ield 1880 :684-85) 

As t he comnuni ty was matur ing economically and physically during the 1850s , 
politically i t was continuing to lose rrore of its irrportance in the region . 
As the mines declined and the gold rush decreased the population of 
southwestern Wisconsin, sane state-wide polit ical power went with it. Other 
areas of the state were gaining rapidly in population, and their leaders took 
rrore control of state politics in Madison . But the real blow came when 
northern and central residents of Iowa County were successful in rroving the 
county seat to Dodgeville, in the center of the county. (Writers Project 
1979: 110) 

In 1855, a measure was introduced to the state legislature to rove the county 
seat to Dodgeville, but it failed . In 1858 , a similar measure was introduced 



18 

and approved. A local referendum was held and it passed by 350 votes. But 
Mineral Point found a legal loophole (a misprint on the public announcemants 
as to the date of the election) to nullify the election and the State Supreme 
Court ordered the county seat back to that city. In 1861 , the legislature 
again passed a measure to m:::ive the county seat, and again the voters approved 
it . In that year, no rrore legal loopholes could be found and the county seat 
was pe:rrranently rroved to Dodgeville. A feud erupted over the old courthouse, 
as Mineral Point 's city government seized the building as a city hall . The 
county, citi.ng some old documents , refused to give up the property. Finally, 
in 1868, the city of Mineral Point paid $2,000 to the county for the old 
courthouse, and used it until the early twentieth century for their city hall . 
(Writers Project 1979:110-113, Fiedler 1973:108-110) 

Another problem that dogged Mineral Point's government in the mid-nineteenth 
century was the railroad bond debt . The railroad gave Mineral Point a roost 
when it really needed one, but the financial efforts to get it caused 
political problerr~ during the 1850s and 1860s. Like many other ccmnunities . 
Mineral Point sold bonds to investors to help raise rroney to finance the 
building of the line. The railroad corrpany was to pay off this debt frcrn its 
future revenues. leaving the city with no risk. However, the length of tima 
to actually build the tracks along with the financial panic of 1857 caused 
financial problems and the railroad could not pay the bonds when they beca.'T'.e 
due . The bondholders sued the city of Mineral Point for payment of the debt, 
and expected city officials to raise the rroney by taxation. The city was 
reluctant to do so, especially since it was felt that the railroad carpany 
should be responsible for the debt, not the city, and because the arrounts were 
so high, taxation coul'd financially ruin the city. (Writers Project 1979: 114-
115) 

Since the bondholders could only get the city to tax its residents if there 
was a fonnal city government to petition, the city of Mineral Point decided to 
suspend formal government and meet in secret , or establish pseudo-governments 
to carry out city business and avoid bondholder judgments. The bondholders 
were persistept, but the city of Mineral Point, along with other cities in the 
same predicament, succeeded in getting the state legislature to pass measures 
that helped cities avoid bondholder judgments. This plan succeeded for a 
number of years, until the early 1870s , when bondholder judgments were 
expiring, and the state legislature passed measures forcing the settlement of 
the bond issue. Most of the bondholders were forced to take only a fraction 
of the value of the bonds, but it was better than nothing, so they corrplied . 
By the 1880s, the bond debt was retired. (Writers Project 1979:115-116 ) 

It is unclear how much the railroad bond debt effected city government . 
Surely, the secret and u..~orthodox governments in place during this era could 
not be as active as an open governrren t , and lTlcl.Y have in.l-"li bi ted growth in the 
corrmunity . But other factors, such as the decline in mining and the Civil 
War, probably had rrore to do with growth and develo~t in the city than the 
bond debt. 

The Miners ' Guard, a volunteer unit, was one of the earliest groups to sign up 
at the start of the Civil War. They served. for three years, and with other 
local units that enlisted later, they became part of the farrous "Iron 
Brigade." Mineral Point was justifiable proud of its service during the war , 
and the wcrnen of the area formed aid societies to help the cause. The war 
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also brought a brief revival in lead mining as the price rose with demand for 
amnunition. But, overall, production in lead during the 1860s remained low, 
as rrost mines had hit the water table and the lack of adequate purrping 
equipnent halted any further progress . (Writers Project 1979:120-124, Fiedler 
1973:123-127) 

The first interest in zinc mining came during the middle years. Zinc ore was 
found in abundance with lead in the mines of southwestern Wisconsin. But, it 
.was considered a waste mineral that stood in piles until it was used for road 
surfacing. Two easterners, Frederick Matthiessen and Edward Hegeler, came to 
southwestern Wisconsin in the 1850s after they had heard of the abundant zinc 
ore available there. They had smelted zinc in the east, and they soon 
established a smelter in Illinois that began using zinc fran the lead region . 
(Writers Project 1979:127-128) 

In 1859 a zinc smelter was established at Mineral Point. Phelps, Dodge, and 
Carrpany purchased it in 1863 and inproved and enlarged the plant . Soon, zinc 
ore, or "dry bone" as it was called, because the raw ore resembled bones, was 
being mined throughout the lead region. Also , zinc sulfuret, or "black jack" 
as it -was called, was mined and processed in the 1860s. Zinc production and 
processing was centered in Mineral Point, as the large strikes of the ore were 
made near the city. The city also had the railroad connections necessary to 
rrove ore and mineral in and out of the ccmnunity . (Writers Project 1979:128-
129) 

By the early 1870s, the population of Mineral Point was 3,275, and the city 
could boast of a new, large, public school, new churches and church schools, 
and sane new small industries . They included a soap factory , a vinegar 
factory , and a cotton rope factory. The financial panic of 1873 caused a 
decline of zinc prices , and the short-lived Civil War era econanic bean in the 
lead region was over. In 1878, a major tornado hit Mineral Point. It took 
several lives and injured many others. It destroyed the city's brewery and 
destroyed or damaged many hanes. The only positive thing about the tornado is 
that it figuratively "blew in" the rrost prosperous era in Mineral Point's 
history, the zinc mining era . (Writers Project 1979: 129-131) 

The Zinc Mining Boan 

When the Mineral Point Zinc Ccrrpany was organized in 1882, zinc mining was a 
growing concern in southwestern Wisconsin, particularly in the Mineral Point 
area. However, rrost of this mining was still crude and on a small scale. 
Zinc ore was extracted fran primarily surface diggings \t.Orked by anywhere fran 
one to five men. These men usually \.JOrked for small coopanies who leased 
mineral rights frcm a middle-man , who leased original mineral rights fran 
property owners. This convoluted system was based on small operators with 
small capital. It took the large-scale developnent of the zinc carpany, along 
with an infusion of outside capital into mining carpanies for the new purrping 
systems and equipnent needed to extract the ore that fueled the zinc bean. 
(Writers Project 1979:153-154) 

The large-scale developnent of the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany came in 1883, 
when David Benton Jones, a Chicago attorney and fonrer resident of the county, 
bought the plant. He and his brothers, William A. and Thanas Davies Jones , 
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began a major expansion of the factory. By 1891, the Mineral Point Zinc 
Coopany was the largest of its kind in the United States. over 100 men -worked 
at the plant producing four grades of zinc oxide frorn local zinc ore and from 
ore that was shipped in from other parts of the country, sane from as far away 
as New Mexico . (Writers Project 1979:155-156) 

The Jones brothers were aided by high zinc prices during rrost of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. They were also fortunate that there 
was an abundance of local ore to exploit and mining carpanies that changed 
local mining technology in order to increase the production of zinc ore. 
outside capital funded the nroern equipnent needed to overcane the water table 
in order to -work deeper in the mines where the zinc ore was rrore abundant . 
New technology was also use to extract the ore. Gone were the days of horse 
power and sirrple equipnent bringing up buckets of ore. The new mining 
coopanies used steam engines , electric lights, and rrotorized hoists to bring 
out the ore. The coopanies also constructed buildings over the mines so that 
they could be -worked in the winter as well as the sumner. SO much ore was 
being extracted from the area north of Mineral Point that the Mineral Point 
Zinc Corrpany built a new railroad spur to transport it into the city . 
(Writers Project 1979:158-161, 169) 

Like the lead mining boan, the zinc mining made Mineral Point prosperous . 
Steady -work and good pay in the mines and the zinc factory resulted in rrore 
income to spend for consumer goods in Mineral Point's. downtown businesses . 
And, the irrproved financial climate in the city fostered t-wo new banks, t he , 
First National Bank and the Iowa County Bank, both established in the 1880s . 
Other srrell industries carre to town, including a woolen mill that was 
established in 1891 and the Mineral Point Fiber Carpany, also organized in 
1891. The crash of 1893 hurt many industries, including the Fiber Coopany. 
But, zinc prices remained stable, and mining continued to expand. In 1899, 
the zinc canpany took over the pulp and paper mill and converted it into a 
sulfuric acid plant . (Writers Project 1979:156-158 , Crawford 1913:203-204) 

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, there were many 
physical irrprovernents in Mineral Point. Streets were irrproved, electric 
street lights installed, a water-works establ-i-shed, telephone lines erected, a 
new high school built, and High Street was paved with asphalt. The population 
of around 3,000 remained fairly stable during this era . By 1906, there were 
over 100 mines in operation in the area, and because lead was still being 
found with zinc, albeit in much smaller arrounts than during the lead mining 
era, lead production rose as well . Even a banking scandal that involved one 
of the leading citizens of the camrunity and embezzlement of alrrost one-half 
of a million dollars could not put a darrper on these boan years in Mineral 
Point. (Writers Project 1979:163-167, Crawford 1913:200) 

During the early twentieth century, there was a shift toward corporate mining. 
In 1906, 212 mining coopanies operated in southwestern Wisconsin. By 1909, as 
zinc mining becarre rrore sophisticated, and small coopanies were driven out by 
their lack of capital for rrore expensive technology, only 88 coopanies 
remained. Even rrore significantly, by 1913, only seven carpanies controlled 
mining operations in southwestern Wisconsin. The rise of corporate mining, 
with their new technology and efficient production rrethods, resulted in an 
increase of zinc production from 23 , 152 tons per year in 1909 to 31,113 tons 
per year by 1914. (Writers Project 1979:169-170) 
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Zinc mining reached it zenith during World War I. By 1917, the zinc mines 
were producing alrrost 60,000 tons of the mineral per year. More mills and 
smelters were erected in southwestern Wisconsin , and it was estirrated that t he 
capital investment in physical plants processing zinc was valued at 10 million 
dollars . With the peace came the end of the zinc boom, an era that had lasted 
for alrrost 40 years . Zinc prices plurrmeted, and the increased production 
costs of deep mines put a damper on the industry. output in 1919 was alrrost 
41,000 tons, but in 1920, it was only 27,000 tons. In that year the bottan 
fell out of zinc, and mines and processing facil i ties all over southwestern 
Wiscons in c losed . In 1921. only 3, 390 tons of zinc were produced in the 
region . (Writers Project 1979:171-172 , Fiedler 1973 :150-152) 

T'ne heyday of zinc mining in the 1910s brought the city a number of 
improvements, including a new municipal building and library in 1913 , a new 
wat en-.10r ks system in 1916, expanded electrical service , and a prosperous 
downto\--m business district. Even th9ugh zinc mining i n the area suffered in 
the ear ly 1920s , the general prosperity of the era and the continued opera tion 
of the zinc corrpany, processing ore that came prirrarily fran outside of 
southwestern Wisconsin, lessened the economic blow to Mineral Point. Dur ing 
the 1920s the city saw irrproved telephone service , irrproved electric service 
when Wisconsin Power and Light C01TPany acquired t he local franchise, a new 
high school building , a new post office building, and a canning factory and 
creamery built for the area ' s farm produce. (Writers Project 1979:172-173) 

In the mid-1920s, zinc mining in the area revived for a very brief time, and a 
biq celebration was held in Mineral Point for its centennial. But this was 
the last celebrating that would be done in the city for a long time. By the 
Stock Market Crash of 1929 , zinc had played out in southwestern Wisconsin. In 
1928 , the Mi neral Point Zinc Company closed its mines, and in 1929, ·it closed 
the sulfur i c acid plant . In 1930, the railroad spur that ran north of Mineral 
Point was closed for lack of use, and finally. the main factory of the Minera l 
Po int Zinc Corrpany closed its doors. These closures coincided with the onset 
of the Great Depression of the 1930s and ushered in a long era of decline and 
econanic deprivation for the city. wnile rrost Wisconsin banks survived. the 
banking holiday of 1933, Mineral Point' s banks did not. Only in 1935 did 
another ba11k successfully establish itself in the city. (Writers Project 
1979:173-175 , Fiedler 1973:155-156) 

The Modern Era 

The depress ion years of the 1930s saw a s tati c population growth and gradually 
declining property values in Mineral Point. It was at this time that li'a11Y of 
the ninet een th century houses took on a shabby appearance , particularly the 
srrall stone cottages. Many of , these cottages were too srrall and lacked rrodern 
conveniences, so they were abandoned to r uin instead of renovated probably due 
to the lack of rroney during the era . Some federal program.s reached Mineral 
Point during the 1930s. Mostly, they were road projects, but a large and 
lasting rronument to the federal i.JOrk projects of the 1930s is the swirrrning 
pool and bath house that was constructed in 1936-37, and is still in use 
today . (Fiedler 1973:158-159) 

In the mid-1930s , one event occurred that would have a long-tenn effect on 
Mineral Point. It was in 1935 when Robert Neal and Edgar Hellum met and 
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formed a partnership to rehabilitate some old stone Cornish miner's cottages 
along Shake Rag Street. The partners began with ty,JQ stone cottages that they 
rehabbed into a restaurant and residence. Their restaurant served traditional 
Cornish dishes such as pasties and saffron cakes, and they helped revive 
interest in ethnic Cornish culture in Mineral Point. (On the Shake Rag 
1990:2) 

CN'er the succeeding years, Neal and Hellurn rehabilitated other nearby 
buildings and reconstructed or constructed log buildings found in ·the area 
into galleries, guest quarters, and other uses. Their restorations were 
collectively called Pendarvis and beginning in the 1930s, Pendarvis began to 
draw many tourists who came to sarrple the Cornish culture and food that Neal 
and Hellum provided. Pendarvis took on the aura of a "salon," as many people, 
some of them farrous, visited the site, coming not just for the food, but for 
Neal and Hellum's conpany. Through Neal and Hellurn's efforts, Mineral Point 
became known throughout the state as an ethnic Cornish mining town, and their 
yJQrk drew others who rehabilitated rrore old stone houses in the city. In 
1970, the State Historical Society acquired Neal and Hellum's Pendarvis estate 
and began to operate it as one of the state's historic sites . (en the Shake 
Rag 1990:2-34) 

In the post-World War II era, Mineral Point is no tonger a roan and bust 
cornnunity , but one of general stability . For exarrple, the population of the 
city between 1930 and 1980 stayed alrrost the same, at about 2,200-2,300 
people. The city's economic base is centered around cornrercial trade, 
agriculture, professional services, and small industries. However , the 
cornnunity is no longer the center of economic activity in the area. 
Dodgeville is the major cornrercial and industrial center in Iowa County, and 
Monroe is the largest conmercial and industrial center in the region. 
(Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:32-37) 

While Mineral Point has never regained the economic strength it had during the 
lead and zinc boan eras, the city is far from dormant. It attracts thousands 
of visitors each year to Pendarvis, and it has a small, but lively artists' 
cornnunity related to this state-run historic site. The city has a , high level 
of public services for a cornnunity of its size. The municipal building, 
albeit in need of rrodernization, still serves the camrun.ity as city hall, 
police department, and library . The library is especially good, considering 
the space available , ·and the Mineral Point Room has a fine collection of local 
history materials. It has been suggested that the city build a new city hall, 
allowing the library to make full use of the building. The police department 
is fully staffed and open 24 hours a day. There is a large volunteer fire 
department that operates out of a rrodern building constructed in 1966 . 
(Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:135-137) • 

There are three schools that currently serve Mineral Point; the elementary 
school, built in 1968; the middle school, housed in the old high school that 
was built in 1903; and the high school, housed in its 1925 building, with 
major additions . Although there is no hospital in the camrun.ity, there is a 
large nursing home and a center for the developnentally disabled. The major 
park in town is Soldiers Merrorial Park with many recreational facilities , 
including the swimning pool. There are several other smaller parks and open 
spaces used for recreation in the cornnunity as well. The active local 
historical society operates the Mineral Point Roan at the library and the 
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Gundry House, a fine house museum in one of Mineral Point's finest nineteenth 
century hams. (Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:140-148) 

As this historical overview indicates, Mineral Point has had a long and 
illustrious history, one that has significance not only at the local level , 
but at the state level , as well. And today, there is a strong sense of 
history apparent in the appearance of the downtown business district, the 
well-rraintained historic houses and cottages, and the Pendarvis area of 
restored stone buildings. It is hoped that this survey of significant extant 
historic resources will assist the city of Mineral Point , the Southwest 
Regional Planning Coomission, and the State Historic Preservation Office in 
planning for the protection of Mineral Point's irrportant historic resources. 
It is also hoped that this report will be useful to city residents as they 
lead their coomunity into the 21st century, while rraintaining a sense of the 
city's irrportant historic past. 

...... 

...... 
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CHAPTER III AGRICULTURE 

Introduction 

Unlike the rest of southern Wisconsin, pioneer fanning is not the story of 
settlanent in the Mineral Point area. During the early years that miners 
entered into the area, there was little farming activity. The federal 
government did not yet have clear title to- the lands, so they restricted the 
developnent of fanns in the region to a later date. The land was not seen as 
desirable as well, as early farmers believed that a lack of trees meant 
infertile soil. Where there were groves of trees, they were desirable for 
mining, as they were needed for the smelting process. (Writers Program 
1979:35, Fiedler 1973:25-26 , 29-30, Larrpard 1963:16-18) 

When lead prices drarratically fell in late 1829, miners left the lead region 
in droves . Those that stayed engaged in sane fanning, as the federal 
government eased up on the anti-farming regulations. But, in 1832, the Black 
Hawk War interrupted any transition to fanning in the lead region. When the 
war ended, and lead prices rose, miners again came to the lead region. And, 
with the Indians sul:xlued, the government felt they had legal title to the land 
and began to survey and sell. rural lands in the area. In 1834, a land office 
was established in Mineral Point to sell rural farming lands, and farm 
settlement in the area increased. (Writers Program 1979:134, Fiedler 1973:44) 

Even though rural lands were open for sale, fann settlement was slow in the 
1830s. In the winter of 1838-39, there was . a mild famine due to lack of local 
produce and the fact that transporting goods to the area was harrpered due to 
bad weather. One interesting note on this era is that sane farmers raised 
tobacco, sane of the first to do so in the state. Probably seen at that tirre 
as a much-needed cash crop, tobacco fanning became popular in the mid- and 
late nineteenth centuries . . (Writers Program 1979:134, Miners Free Press 26 
November 1839, Wyatt 1986:.Agriculture 7-2) 

By 1840, there were nearly as many farmers as miners in Iowa and Grant 
counties, and during the next ten years, agriculture developed rapidly. The 
federal government's release of lead lands for sale in 1847, marked a turning 
point in the developnent of area agriculture. As the lead industry waned in 
the late 1840s, the wheat-growing era in Wisconsin was boaning. When many 
miners left for the California gold rush, rrore lead lands were released for 
sale to farmers, and land prices fell. With low land prices, rrore inmigrants 
who hoped to farm came to the area . (Wisconsin Tribune 8 October 1847, 
Writers Program 1979:134, 149) 

During Mineral Point's "Middle Years" between the lead and zinc mining beans, 
fanning in the area increased and became the major carponent in Mineral 
Point's econany. For exarrple, the selling of agricultural equipnent became an 
irrportant new business in the ccmnunity, as was the establishnelt of 
ccmnission houses where farm produce was bought and sold. An ilTl)Ortant 
exarrple of this type of business is the George CObb Warehouse (23 Ccmnerce St. 
(15/13), later the Strachen Agricultural Warehouse. CObb was an inplement 
dealer and a cannission rrerchant in Mineral Point. Later, John Strachen 
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operated an agricultural inplernent business in this building. (Mineral Point 
Tribune 5 January 1854, 23 September 1856, 7 January 1863, 11 January 1865) 

There were many other agricultural inplement dealers, ccmnission merchants, 
and related businesses in Mineral Point during its history, and by March of 
1868, fann inplement dealers had sold over 1,000 seeders and cultivators and 
1,400 reapers and irowers in Mineral Point. Sanborn-Perris maps indicate that 
several other locations were agricultural warehouses or inplernent dealerships, 
but none of these are significant as they were generally short-tenn 
businesses, or the buildings are no longer extant. The overall significance 
is, though, that during the mid-nineteenth century, and continuing through the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, dealing in agriculturally­
related goods and services was inportant in Mineral Point, and remains so 
today. (Mineral Point Tribune 6 January 1869, Iowa County Derrocrat 25 March 
1868, Sanborn-Perris Maps} 

Milling fanrer's produce was an inportant industry for a cannunity trying to 
attract farmers. The first area mill, built in 1830, sat t\-.0 miles northeast 
of town. In 1838, the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature authorized the 
construction of a territorial road connecting Mineral Point with Jamas 
Kendall 1 s mill on the Pecatonica River, about five miles south of Mineral 
Point. But, the lack of adequate natural water power and the daninance of the 
mining industry in Mineral Point meant that no grist mills were established in 
the city until 1859. In that year, Thanas Jenkins established a grist mill, 
later operated by John Dawe. In 1861, William Lanyon established a grist 
mill. Other grist mills were operated bys. J. Wright (south of the railroad 
depot on the Pecatonica} and J. T. Martin (north of High Street between 
Chestnut and cannerce Streets). All of these mills are no longer extant, and 
any significant resources associated with them \..Ould be archeological. 
(Butterfield 188'1:468, 475, Sanborn-Perris Maps, tax rolls) 

As Mineral Point's boundaries expanded in. the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, the city encarpassed houses and outbuildings that had been 
associated with fanns. Sare fann houses and a few barns are still extant 
within the city boundaries, but they are not significant for agricultural 
activity. Also, sare city residents, especially those on fonner fannsteads 
and large lots, grew fruits and vegetables, kept small animals, like poultry, 
or had small truck fanns. There may be sane buildings that were associated 
with these activities still extant in the city, and while they have sare 
historical interest, they are n9t significant. 

There were a number of businesses that directly handled the produce of area 
fanners, for exarrple, George Cobb, who has been rrentioned above. Meat markets 
often purchased their neat from fanners prior to the rise of large packing 
houses. None of the meat markets in Mineral Point grew beyond the small 
operator phase, and while they have historic interest in the city, they are 
not significant. There were flour and feed stores in the cannunity and the 
significant extant buildings associated with this activity are discussed in 
the Ccmnerce chapter. 

In 1926, a canning factory was constructed in Mineral Point ( 121 Water St., 
55/6). In 1941, the Mineral Point Canning Ccrrpany became the Mineral Point 
CO-Operative Packers, Inc., and processed peas and corn grown in the area. 
(Writers Program 1979:173-175) 

1...1 
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Dairying 

Dairying in Wisconsin can be divided into three period: early dairy 
production, 1830-1870; industrialized dairy production, 1860-1890; and dairy 
expansion, 1890-present. The early dairy production period took place during 
the era that wheat fanning and other cash crop agriculture daninated the 
industry. Dairy cattle were usually few in number, poorly maintained, and 
gave low quality milk for individual farm use. During the diversified 
agricultural era that fol lowed wheat farming's demise, some farmers began to 
pay rrore attention to livestock raising and dairying. Some fanners took a 
leadership role in the growth of dairying in Wisconsin . They improved dairt 
stock , established cooperative creameries and cheese factories, and prorroted 
Wisconsin dairy products. Eventually, dairying was seen as a profitable 
enterprise and by the turn of the century, rrost Wisconsin farmers had made the 
transition to dairying. In the dairy expansion period, dairy farms got 
larger, and milk processing factories were built to handle the increased 
production. A£ the twentieth century progressed, dairying was such an 
important industry in Wisconsin that the state became "America's Dairyland . " 
(Wyatt 1986:Agriculture i-1--11-10) 

At the present time, there have been no properties identified in Mineral Point 
as significant in the area of early dairying. A£ indicated earlier in this 
chapter, there are some houses and barns in Mineral Point that were once part 
of farms, but are now included in the city limits. In order for a fannhouse 
or barn to be considered significant for dairying in Wisconsin, they w::>uld 
have to be associated with an important develoµrent in the history of dairying 
in Wisconsin or in the local area. The mere existence of a barn or farrrhouse 
in the cornnunity does not justify significance. Therefore, while it is of 
some historical interest that sane farmhouses and barns are in the city limits 
of Mineral Point, and that probably some dairying activity took place in them, 
they have not been detennined significant at this time . 

During the era of dairy expansion, there was some local activity in the area 
of cheese and butter making , storage of dairy products, and the direct selling 
of milk and miik products . In the early twentieth century, there were three 
cheese factories operating in the city. The Mineral Point Cheese Ccrrpany (320 
Cc:mnerce St., 15/29), the swiss Cheese Company (location not known), and the 
Purity Dairy (not extant). The Purity Dairy was founded in 1918, and produced 
cheese, butter, and distributed liquid milk to locai residents. The Neenan 
Cheese and Cold Storage Corrpany, probably a warehouse (not extant}, operated 
briefly in Mineral Point's downtown, as did a warehouse in the Schillin 
Building (223 ComTerce st. , 55/9). (Sanborn-Perris Maps, Writers Program 
1979:172 , 175) 

There were also several dairy companies making butter in the camnunity during 
this time. The largest was the Spensley and Hoard Creamery , which began 
operating in 1892. Later , its name was the Mineral Point Creamery Ccnpany. 
The crearnery was out of business by 1929 . The Sanitary Creamery (14 Fountain 
St. , 15/34) was another butter manufacturer that operated until just recently . 
A srral l creamery was operated by Reuben Ellsworth . called the Badger Creamery 
(not extant) , it was located in an old hotel . It was closed in 1924 . 
(Mineral Point Tribune 24 Noveiilber 1895 , Writers Program 1979:158,172-173,175, 
Sanborn-Perris Maps, Information fran Serena Nelson) 
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There were sane dairyman who marketed milk products directly to the consU1Ter, 
prior to the institution of state laws regarding the sale of unpasteurized 
milk. Q'le of the earliest was Theodore Frieden, who owned the dairy fann at 
607 Dodge St. (24/15, barns not extant). In 1918 James Harris purchased the 
Frieden property and built new barns for the milk and cream hane delivery 
service he operated. There were other people who also got into the milk 
delivery business , but this business ended when ·the state required that only 
pasteurized milk and milk products be sold . (Infonnation fran Serena Nelson) 

Note on Sources 

Most of the infonnation for this chapter came fran newspaper articles and fran 
the WPA history. Sanborn-Perris maps were helpful as they identified 
industries and give fairly carplete infonnation on industries for the early 
twentieth century years . Serena Nelson was helpful in providing information 
and advice . 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY ADDRESS/MAP C)I)E DATE 

George Cobb Warehouse 23 camerce St . (15/13) 1854 
Mineral Point canning Co . 121 Water St. (55/6) 1926 
Mineral Point Cheese Carpany 
(James Argall Livery) 320 Ccmrerce St. (15/29) 1875-1880 
Sanitary Creamery 14 Fountain St. (15/34) c.1900 
Frieden/Harris Dairy Fann 607 Dodge St . (24/15) 

--

-
.__, 
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Wisconsin. The school ended in the sumner of 1829. (Fiedler 1973:5,188, 
Writers Program 1979:32-34, Butterfield 1881:687-688, Wackman 1925:n .p . ) 

In 1830, Robert Boyer opened another school in Mineral Point. It was a 
select , or subscription school , meaning that there was a fee to attend. 
Boyer's school was also in a lob cabin, but probably with little supplies. 
The school closed around 1832, just before the Black Hawk War. After the 
Black Hawk War ended in 1834, another school opened, reportedly near the 
location of the first school . Operated by George Cubbage, the school was 
supplied with little m::>re than blackboards for the students. Reportedly , 
Cubbage's school operated for a couple of years, funded by a canbination of 
limited public m::>ney from the borough government of Mineral Point and 
subscriptions or fees. (Wackman 1925:n .p.) 

Other early schools were taught by a Dr. Losey, using the courthouse, and by 
c. c. Rynerson, in an old log and frame building. Around 1840, when Mineral 
Point's borough government was supporting the Cubbage school, the public 
demandeq_a better school house. A stone and brick building was constructed 
and the new school opened in the fall of 1840 (not extant). J.E. Heaton 
taught the first term in the building. In 1844 , this building was enlarged 
and in-proved for a rapidly increasing student body. But the borough • 
overspent, and school was closed in 1845 due to lack of funds. (Wackman 
1925:n.p.) 

In response to the new public education laws in the state constitution, a new 
public school opened in May of 1850. The school had 200 students when it 
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opened. Lack of tax m::>ney , however, caused the school to charge students 25 7 
cents a m::>nth to help pay for their teachers' salaries . As a result, 
attendance dropped dramatically , and by 1852, the school closed. Several 
other terms were atterrpted, but all were not very successful. And, it was 
reported that conditions in the schools when they did operate, were poor . 
(Fiedler 1973:189, Wackman 1925:n.p.) 

In 1857, when Mineral Point incorporated as a city, the corporate charter made 
the city a separate school district with a city school superintendent elected 
at-large. Many prominent men in Mineral Point held this position. Dr. James 
B. Moffett was an early Superintendent of School, serving his tenn in the late 7 
1850s. Alexander Wilson was the next to hold the office in 1861. Thanas 
Priestly, who followed Wilson, served six years as Superintendent of Schools . 
William A. Jones, an early teacher in Mineral Point, also served as principal -
and in 1877, voters elected him Superintendent of Schools for four years . 
Then, in the early 1880s, voters elected J. Montganery Smith to the position. 
(Writers Program 1979:107-108, 117, Butterfield 1881:693-694) 

In 1861, the city of Mineral Point acquired the Methodist school to be used as 
a public school . In 1867, the city raised a bond for the construction of the 
Second Ward School, which was carpleted in 1868 . There was also a Fourth Ward 
school, which by 1922, was seriously obsolete. In 1923, the city built a new 
high school, after the State Superintendent of Schools indicated that the city 
was in need of extensive new school facilities . Grade school students ooved 
into the old high school (1904) after it was vacated for the new high school 
building, conpleted in 1925. In 1968, a new elerrentary school was built at 
607 Cothren St. and the old high school became a middle school. In 1992, a 
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CHAPTER VI EDUCATION 

Introduction 

American education came to southwestern Wisconsin with the first wave of 
American miners into the lead region . Even though the area was largely 
unsettled , and many of the miners transient , some families came to the area to 
settle rrore penra.nently and a need for schools came along with the children 
who came to the lead region. n1e earliest school in Mineral Point can be 
dated back to 1829. and was one of several early schools to be established in 
the comntmity . But, because of the transient nature of the comnunity , the ups 
and downs of the lead mining economy , and the mere fact that settlement was so 
early, a formal public school system was not successfully established until 
the 1850s . By the turn of the century, though , Mineral Point had an 
educational system that was typical of Wisconsin conmunities, with both 
elementary a.~d secondary education programs . And, like rnany comnunities, many 
of the historic buiidings associated with education have been derrolished. 
But , there are still two historic high school buildings and an historic 
parochial school that are extant in the city . 

Prirrary F.ducation, Public and Private 

Public Elementary Schools 

The first "public" schools in America were only quasi-public in that they were 
usually funded by subscriptions , fees , or by providing supplies or services to 
the school or teacher. The first school organization law in the country was 
passed in 1841 , but rrost schools were individually controlled by teachers 
and/or local school boards . In the 1840s, a rrovement toward free public 
education took hold. Led by Horace Mann of Massachusetts, this zeal for 
public education was brought to Wisconsin by many American irrmigrants. The 
1848 Wisconsin Constitution contained a strong provision for the establishment 
of free , universal education supported by state school funding and local 
taxes . But , this system was not well irrplemented and pioneer schools were 
very often poorly equipped, ungraded, and poorly attended . In the twentieth 
century, new laws promoted increased attendance, graded schools,, and 
eventually, large, consolidated school districts ; until today, universal , free 
public education is an integral part of the lives of rrost of the state's 
children. (Wyatt 1986:Education 2-1--2-10) 

The first schools in Mineral Point were typical of early schools in Wisconsin. 
They were crude, of ten subscription schools, 1.AJi th an erratic term, poor 
supplies, and a high turnover of teachers . In i829, the first school in 
Mineral Point opened. Taught by a Mrs . Harker, the school was in a crude log 
cabin near the Government Spring, on what later was designated lot 93 . There 
were eight pupils, rrost of them from the Nolton family. The children sat on 
benches ITade from wooden slabs supported by wooden pegs. Rough logs with one 
side hewn flat rrade up the floor of the building. The children learned to 
write in flats of sand . It was the first non-Indian school in what is now 
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Building With Multiple Businesses 

P. Lenahan Dry Goods Store 
Patrick O'Dow:i Grocery 
Lenahan Brothers Block 
Samuel Coad Block 
Moffett Brothers Drug & 

Medicine Store 
Toay and Allen Building 
Richard Goldsworthy Bldg . 
James Pascoe Building 

134 High St . (14/27) 
138 High St., (14/27A) 
140-146 High St. (14/28) 
206 High St. (43/29) 

210 High St. (43/28) 
214 High St. (43/28A) 
246 High St. (43/21) 
248 High St . (43/21A) 

Livery Stables, Garages, and Gas Stations 

James Argall Li very 
James Penberthy Livery 
Garage 
Auto Inn 
Shell Gas Station 
Paynter's Gas Station 

Newspapers 

Mineral Point Tribune 
(Mrs. Louisa Miner Building) 
(George Priestly Building) 
Iowa County Dem:>crat 
(George Priestly Building) 

Utilities 

Telegraph 

Mineral Point Depot 
United States Hotel 

Telephone 

First National Bank Bldg. 

Electric Service 

Mineral Point Public Service 
Ccrrpany Building 

Vivian Building 

320 Cannerce St. (15/29) 
303 Cannerce St. (55/8) 
310 High St. (24/2} 
32 Fountain St. (16/2) 
19 High St. (15/31) 
110. Fountain St . (14/34) 

151 High St . (14/10) 
262 High St . (43/18) 

262 High St . (43/18) 

113 Cannerce St. (55/4) 
267 High St. (43/16) 

203 High St . (43/2) 

124 Water St. (15/19) 
130 High St . (55/3) 

1859, 1862 
1853 I 1862 
1866 
1864 

1860 
·1860 
1861 
1861 

1875-1880 
1900 
1909 
1916 
1937 
1920-1930 

1874-75 
1866 

1866 

1857 
1853 

1906- 07 

• 

1908-1915 
1876 
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Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY NAME 

Goods and Ser✓ i ces 

Financial Services 

Fi rst National Bank Bldg. 
Iowa County Bank & 

Abstract Office 
Farmers and Citizens Bank 

Hotels 

United States Hotel 
Mineral Point Hotel 
Globe Hotel 
Hotel Royal 

Dry Gcods and General Stores 

Gundry and Gray Dry Goods 
Jeuck Bros. General Store 
(Samuel Terrill Bldg.) 
Chap.ran Brothers & Choate 
(Thomas and Co. Building) 
Thomas Jenkins Building 
White House Dry Goods Store 

Grocery Stores 

Brewer & Penhallegon Gree . 
Otis-Hendra Building 
All en and l'oay Grocery 
Gergen Brothers Grocery 

Other Retail Businesses 

Martin & Toay Hardware 
Gundry & Thomas Building 
R. D. Pulford Drug Store 
Dr. John Vivian Drug Store 
(Rodolf Dry Goods St ore) 
Vivian Bui lding 
Graber & Thies Feed Store 
(Polkingham Saloon) 
John c. Martin & Co. 
(John Hadfield Building) 
Hornung City Bakery 

and Restaurant 

ADDRESS/MAP CODE 

203 High St . (43/2) 

158 High St . ( 14/31) 
147 High St . (14/9) 

267 High St . (43/16) 
1 Water St . (55/5) 
225-227 Corrmerce St. (55/10,15/23) 
43 High St . (14/6) 

215 High St. (43/5) 

221 Comnerce St. (55/11) 

39 High St . (14/5) 
252 High St . (56/21) 
110 High St . ( 14/22) 

114 High St . (14/23) 
229 High St. (43/7) 
122 High St. (14/24) 
242 High St . (43/22) 

104 High St. (14/21) 
35 High St. (14/4) 
223 High St. (43/6) 

128 High St . (14/26) 
130 High St . (55/3) 

111 Comnerce St. (15/8) 

22 High St . (14/13) 

236-240 High St. (43/23) 

DATE 

1906-07 

1892 
1915 

1853 
1850s 
1868,1876 
1900 

1871 

1857 

1854 
1867-68 
1897 

1897 
1857, 1892 . 
1897 
1907 

1897 
1856-57 
1871 

1844- 45 
1876 

1878 

1876 

1891 
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The Hotchkiss Telegraph Ccrrpany opened the first telegraph line fran Mineral 
Point to Madison in 1849 . It had its offices in a downtown comnercial 
building (not extant). The canpany also operated a line to Dodgeville. The 
company closed in 1853 , and the Mineral Point-Madison line failed. But the 
line to Dodgeville remained open until 1880. It was operated by a private 
corrpany and has offices in the Mineral Point Depot (113 Comnerce St., 55/4) 
and the United States Hotel (267 High St., 43/16). (Butterfield 1881:692, 
755; Writers Program 1979:104; Fiedler 1973:131) 

Telephone 

In 1883, Mineral Point's city council approved a plan for the Wisconsin l'"j 

Telephone Company to construct a telephone line in the city. By 1895, phone 
service was ready to start with 16 subscribers for phone service. The company 
continued to grow, offering long distance service in 1905. By 1908, the phone 
exchange was housed in the First National Bank Building (203 High St., 43/2) . 

• 
Electric Service 

In 1891, the first electric service in Mineral Point was operated by the 
Mineral Point Zinc Coopany for its zinc processing plant . The owners of the 
plant then contracted to bring the service to the rest of the city for street 
lighting. The company helped establish the Mineral Point Electric Light 
Company. In 1907, the electric company was sold to Frank Ludden and was 
renamed the Mineral Point Public Service Company . Between 1908 and 1915, the 
Mineral Point Public Service Ccrrpany constructed a building at 124 Water 
Street (15/19) for their operation, and they had offices in the Vivian 
Building downtown (130 High St., 55/3). The Wisconsin Power and Light Carpany 
purchased the Mineral Point Public Service Corrpany in 1924. (Writers Program 
1979:165 , 172-174; Fiedler 1973:133) 

Note on Sources 

The inforrration in this chapter was corrpiled fran rrany sources including city 
histories, county histories , Sanborn-Perris Maps, city directories, tax rolls, 
and newspaper articles . For each historic building in the downtown business 
district, there is an intensive survey fonn. Joan Rausch searched tax rolls , 
rraps , and newspapers for inforrration on each building, and this inforrration is 
included on the fonns . Also, individual newspaper articles were not always 
cited as references in this chapter. The ccrnplete newspaper citations that 
Rausch found for each of the buildings in the downtown business district are 
included in the footnotes to the intensive ·survey fonns. 
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architect-designed and had details fran popular early twentieth century 
architectural styles . Pavnter's Gas Station is a simple exarrple of this. It 
is significant because it represents the historical develoµnent of ccmrercial 
businesses related to the autorrobile. The Shell Gas Station is a streamlined 
version of the gas station , as it was refined and given a rrore m:xiern look. 

Newspapers 

The first newspaper published in Mineral Point was the Miners Free Press , 
first published in 1837 . In early 1838, the paper was rroved to Galena. In 
1838 , Henry Plownan and Henry Welsh began publishing a new Miners Free Press. 
They published it until 1841. then, John Delaney and Samuel Knapp published 
it until it closed in August of 1841. Welsh and Plownan then bega~ publishing 
a paper called the Free Press , but it closed in the 1840s . (Writers Program 
1979:62, 71) 

In 1847, George w. Bliss established the Wisconsin Tribune . The first issue 
was printed on September 4. In 1852 , Josiah B. Chaney became Bliss' partner 
in the paper , but in 1854, this partnership was dissolved. During this time 
the paper's name was changed to the Mineral Point Tribune. The early 
locations of this newspaper were in downtown business blocks. In 1869, 
Bennett and Teasdale purchased the newspaper . .Around this time, the paper was 
rroved to a rrore penranent location in the Mrs. Louisa Miner Building (151 High 
St., 14/10), where it would be located until the turn of the century. 
(Butterfield 1881 :582-586) 

In 1871, Bennett bought out Teasdale for control of the Tribune, and appointed 
his brother , B. J. Bennett, as local editor. In January of 1881, B. J . 
Bennett became part owner of the paper as well. Around 1900, the Tribune's 
location changed to the George Priestly building (262 High St., 43/18). In 
1938, the Tribune merged with the Iowa County Derrocrat , and this newspaper 
became the twentieth century's newspaper of record for the Mineral Point area. 
(Butterfield 1881:582-586, Fiedler 1973:6 , 9,84) 

John Herron and William H. Peck began the Iowa County Derrocrat in 1866 . After 
T. Scott Ansley owned it briefly, Peck published it alone for several years. 
In 1874, Albert Watkins and George Crawford purchased the paper . Then in 
1877, Crawford's brother Robert M. bought out Watkins and the Crawford 
brothers published the paper many years. As indicated above, the Dem::>crat 
merged with the Mineral Point Tribune in 1938, making the Derrocrat-Tribune the 
newspaper of record in twentieth century Mineral Point . Historically, t he 
Derrocrat was published out of downtown business blocks . In the early 
twentieth century, the Derrocrat was also published out of the George Priestly 
building (262 High St . , 43/18) . (Butterfield 1881:586, Writers Program 
1979:129 , 175, Fiedler 1973:9) 
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Livery Stables, Garages, and Gas Stations 

Mineral Point has a fine collection of extant livery stables, garages , and 
service stations. All of these buildings are related to the cannerce of 
transportation. The livery stables hired out horses and related equipnent to 
consumers. After the rise of autat0bile use, garages were necessary to sell 
and service cars and trucks. Gas or filling stations were also necessary to 
sell gasoline and/or repair services to consumers. The following buildings 
are significant because they represent the historic develoi;::rient of carmercial 
services related to nodes of transportation in the historic era. 

The James Argall Livery Stable {320 Conmerce St., 15/29) was built between 
1875 and 1880, and was operated as a livery until the turn of the century. 
After the derrand for such services declined, the building was used as a 
veterinary hospital, a cheese warehouse, and a repair shop. It is a good 
example of a stone-constructed livery. In many ccmnunities, livery stables 
are often not extant because they were usually frame buildings that were 
difficult to adaptively reuse. The Argall Livery Stable is significant as an 
extant example of a stone-constructed livery. {tax rolls, newspapers) 

The James Penberthy Livery/Garage {303 Carmerce St ., 55/8) was built in 1900. 
It served as a 1 i very until the 1920s, when it was converted to an auto 
garage. It is typical of livery stables of this era, and sare infonnation 
shows that it was also used as a hotel, probably on the second floor. 
Sanetimes this type of hotel/livery was rrarketed toward fanners who came to 
town with their teams and needed to stay over. This could be investigated 
further. In any event, this building is significant as a good exanple of this 
type of construction. (tax rolls, newspapers, Sanborn-Perris Maps) 

There are two buildings constructed in the early twentieth century as garages . 
These buildings are significant because they represent the era when carmercial 
businesses were rraking the transition frcm horse transportation to gasoline 
engine transportation. The earliest of these buildings is the garage at 310 
High Street (24/2). Built in 1909, the garage is significant for the type of 
building it was, a service center for autat0biles. It is also of interest to 
note that this building was constructed at the edge of the downtown business 
district. Often early garages and car dealerships were built farther away 
frcm downtown because they needed m:>re space for their merchandise. (tax 
rolls, Sanoorn-Perris Maps) 

The other significant garage is the Auto Inn (32 Fountain St., 16/2), built in 
1916. This building is a fine exarrple of early twentieth century cannercial 
architecture typically seen on a building of this type. Like the garage on 
High Street, it is significant because it is a good and intact exanple of an 
early twentieth century autarobile garage. (tax rolls, newspapers) 

There are two gas stations that have historical interest in Mineral Point . 
They are Paynter's Gas Station (110 Fountain St., 14/34) , built between 1920 
and 1930; and the Shell Gas Station (19 High St., 15/31), built in 1937. As 
the autat0bile took over in .America, there was a derrand for gasoline filling 
stations. Prior to the develoi;::rient of gasoline stations, consurrers purchased 
gasoline at their. local general or hardware store. Garages were constructed 
as repair facilities and did not meet custaner da:nand for fueling autat0bUes 
in a fast and efficient rranner. Many early gasoline filling stations were 

I""\ 



-
u 

40 

The Samuel Coad Block (206 High St., 43/29) was constructed in 1864. In the 
late nineteenth century, hardware, furniture, and dry goods stores were in the 
building. At the turn of the century, two popular businesses occupied the 
buildi~g. J~ J. H~~com & Co. Book Store was established in 1878, and began 
occupying this bu1lct1ng around 1900. They had a stock of books , stationery, 
sporting goods, toys, music , and other merchandise. At the same time, the 
other storefront was occupied by A.G . Deller's Clothing Store, then Correll & 
Martin's Clothing Store. Correll and Martin probably purchased Deller's 
store, and they carried a full line of men ' s clothing. (tax rolls, 
directories, "Trade Center " 1907) 

Toe double storefront building at 210-214 High Street (43/28 , 43/28A) was 
constructed in 1860. Toe original occupant at 210 High Street was Dr. James 
B. Moffett. Moffett graduated from Rush Medical College and came to Iowa 
County in 1846 to begin his medical practice. He was one of the pioneer 
doctors in the area, and in 1860, he established this drug store, which he was 
still operating in 1881 . The building continued to be a drug store into the 
twentieth century under the management of Prideaux and Bliss. (Butterfield 
1881 :867, directories) 

The corrpanion storefront to 210 High Street is 214 High Street, the Toay ahd 
Allen Building. Phillip Allen (Sr.) was a native of Cornwall who came to 
Mineral Point in 1842. He worked first as a stone mason and plasterer, then 
in 1860, he and John Toay, another Cornishrran, opened a general store in this 
building. Later known as Phillip Allen & Co. , the store was still operating 
here in 1871. By 1884, there was a bookstore in this location, then a series 
of other businesses. (Butterfield 1881:853, directories, Sanborn-Perris Maps, 
tax rolls) 

The Richard Goldsworthy/James Pascoe Building (246-248 High St., 43/21, 
43/21A) is another two storefront building that is married in style. Both 
parts of the building were constructed in 1861. Richard Goldsworthy was one 
of the rrost prolific and important Cornish stone masons in Mineral Point. It 
is unclear what kind of business he operated here, perhaps it was his office, 
or perhaps he operated a small general store to supplement his income. There 
were numerous businesses occupying this building during the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. Toe other storefront in the building also had 
nt.nnerous businesses occupying it. The main significance of this building is 
that it was Richard Goldsworthy's building. (tax rolls, Butterfield 1881:859 , 
Sanrorn-Perris Maps, directories) 

The intent of this discussion of goods and services in Mineral Point ' s 
downtown cc.mnercial district \..Ja.S to give an overview of the significant 
businesses that occupied the significant extant buildings in the city's 
downtown to give a context for evaluating historic comnercial buildings. 
There is rrore information on these and other retail buildings downtown 
contained in the Intensive Survey Forms that have been filled out for every 
extant historic building in the downtown comnercial district. It is irrportant 
that in this chapter, especially, the Intensive Survey Forms be used in 
conjunction with this information when evaluating comnercial buildings in 
Mineral Point. 
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offices on the upper level of these buildings. The building at 128 High 
Street rerrained a drug store and doctor's offices after Dr. Vivian's tenure 
there. Charles Ivey was the druggist in the early twentieth century and the 
building still houses Ivey Pharmacy today . (Butterfield 1881:878, tax rolls, 
directories) 

In the nineteenth and early twentieth century, one type of business was 
essential in a coornunity . It was the flour and feed store . Serving primarily 
farmers , these stores were irrportant agricultural supply stores. Two of the 
rrore irrportant of these businesses include the Graber and Thies Feed Store 
( lll Coomerce St . , 15/8) and the John c. Martin and Corrpany ( in the John 
Hadfield Building, 22 High St., 14/13). The John C. Martin and Carpany 
occupied the Hadfield building in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. John Hadfield was a hide dealer who occupied this building only a 
short time after its construction. (tax rolls, directories, newspapers) 

One of the larger buildings in Mineral Point's downtown business district is 
the Charles Hornung Building (236-240 High St., 43/23). In it, Hornung 
operated the City Bakery and Restaurant . Hornung was a native of Galena , 
Illinois, and came to Mineral Point in 1879 and purchased the bakery and • restaurant. He had this new building constructed for the business in 1891 . 
( "Special Business Fili tion" 1891) • 

Building With Multiple Businesses 

There are a number of comnercial buildings in downtown Mineral Point that are 
significant for their association with the trading of goods and services, but 
were not daninated by any one business during their history. However, because 
of their size, appearance, location, and the number of businesses they housed, 
these buildings are irrportant in the ccmrercial history of the city and should 
be included in a discussion of the significant ccmrercial resources of Mineral 
Point. 

The first building is the double storefront building at 134-138 High Street . 
The building was originally t\<K> structures that were married together with a 
new facade in 1862 . The building at 138 High Street was built in 1853 for 
Patrick O'DovJd.'s Grocery store (14/27A). The building at 134 High Street was 
built in 1859 for P. Lenahan's Dry Goods and Hardware Store (14/27). These 
businesses stayed in the building until the 1880s , then a series of businesses 
were located there, including Ben Jacka's meat market in the early twentieth 
century . (tax rolls, directories, Sanborn-Perris Maps , newspapers) 

The Lenahan Brothers Block (140-146 High St., 14/28) was constructed in 1866 
and contains three storefronts. The Lenahan Brothers business was a very 
large general store . During the mid-nineteenth century, it was one of the 
biggest and rrost praninent general stores in town. By the 1880s, though, the 
building had been divided up into three separate businesses . One of the 
businesses was the millinery store of Miss M. V. Lenahan. At the turn of the 
century, Miss Lenahan was operating a fashionable wanen's store in Mineral 
Point, getting many of her goods frcm Chicago. Other businesses in this 
building at the turn of the century included the J. J. Penhallegon hardware 
store, J. Kinn's furniture store, and shoe stores. ("Special Business 
Edition" 1891, directories, Sanborn-Perris Maps, newspapers, tax rolls) 
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specialized in fresh produce. ("Holiday Trade" 1889, 1871 Plat M.ap) The 
Allen and Toay Grocery was established in 1857 and occupied the older buildinq 
at 122 High St . (14/24), which was probably constructed for the business in 
that same year. By 1897, when the new building was constructed, John Toay was 
operating the grocery store. It was Zweifei's Grocery Store during the early 
twentieth century . {"Trade Center " 1907 , tax rolls , directories) 

One of the larger grccery stores in do,vnto\..,'n Mineral Point in the early 
twentieth century was the Gergen Brothers grocery and meat marl<:et (242 High 
St . , 43 / 22) . This store is significant because it represents the era of 
expansion in grocery stores, from srrali single-storefront buildings to larger, 
multi-storefront business blocks . Cf ten , this transition to larger buildings 
meant an affiliation with a grocery chain such as the A & P. (tax rolis , 
directories) 

The above-described businesses are t he rrost significant individual grocery 
store businesses located in extant cOITID2rcial buildings. There were many 
other grocery stores in downtown Mineral Point and those that were housed in 
extant corrmercial buildings are listed on the Intensive Survey Forms for the 
downtown business district . 

Other Retai 1 Busines?~.§. 

Mineral Point had a wide variety of ccmnercial businesses in its downto\-\in 
business district during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries . They 
ranged from hardware stores to bal{eries. Some of the rrore significant 
businesses in extant c0im€rcial buildings are discussed in this section of the 
corrrnerce chapter. 

The N. T. Martin Hardware Store was established in 1869 and operated by Martin 
until his death at the turn of the century , In 1907 , the business was being 
operated by Wallace G. and Frank J. Mart in. The store was located in the 
business block at 104 High St. ( 14/21) which was rebuilt in 1897 . ( "Trade 
Center" 1907 , directories) Another buildi ng used as a hardware store for a 
long period of t ime is the Gundry and Thorras Building (35 High St., 14/4) . 
Gundry and Gray used the building for the hardware division of their general 
store business . It was later used for the Jenkins and Sons, Hocking and 
Jenkins, a~d Nick Gerlach hardware stores. (1871 plat map, newspapers, 
directories} 

Drug stores were promine.nt businesses in downtown comnercial districts, as 
consurrers depended on them for medicines arid other chemical s1.1ppl ies not found 
in other stores. Often, druggists were physicians as well . One of the early 
druggists in Mineral Point was R. L. Pulford . He came to Mineral Point in 
1843 arid opened a druq store on High Street ( not exta.i'lt) . He built the drug 
store at 223 High St . ( 43/6) in 1871. It rara.ined a drug store after 
Pulford's tenure, kno:.,,,,n as Metz Pharmacy in the early twentieth century. 
(Butterfield 1881:870 , directories) 

Dr . John H. Vivian was a physician trained in Cornwall, who carne to the United 
State in 1847 . He bega~ his practice in Mineral Point and as early as 1859 , 
he was located at 128 High St . ( 14/26 ) in a building originally constr~c~9?-
for the Tr,eodore Rodolf dry goods store. In 1876, Vivian built t~e adJ01n~ng 
store at 130 Hiah St . (55/3) as his business expanded . He kept his doctors 
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because it was one of the largest dry goods/general stores in town. ("Special 
Business Edition" 1891) 

Another long-time business in Mineral Point was the W. J. Jeuck and Brothers 
general store and grocery (221 Ccmnerce, 55/11) . George Jeuck Sr . established 
a general store at this location in 1869. Jeuck's brother William was 
associated with the bus iness in 1891 . In 1907, the business was being 
operated by the second generation, w. J. , George Jr. , and Frank Jeuck, as a 
grocery store and meat rrarket . They operated at this location until at least 
1924. ("Special Business Edition" 1891, "Trade Center" 1907) 

Other buildings with irrportant dry goods or general stores include the Thanas 
and Co. Building (39 High St . , 14/5), which was the location of the Chaµnan 
Brothers & Choate general store in the 1850s , the Bostwick Dry Goods store, 
and the John F. Hendra Clothing and Dry Goods store later in the century. In 
the late nineteenth century, the Econany Dry Goods store was located in the 
Thanas Jenkins Building (252 High St., 56/21). later, that building housed a 
long-time variety store. w. J. Penhallegon operated a dry goods and general 
store, also known as the White House Dry Goods Store (110 High St., 14/22), 
between 1897 and at least 1924. (Sanborn-Perris Maps , Tax Rolls , Newspapers) 

• 
These businesses are the rrost significant and representative of dry goods 
stores in Mineral Point that were located in extant conmercial buildings . 
But, they are not the only dry goods businesses that operated in the city 
during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Other dry goods stores 
in Mineral Point are noted, where they occurred, on the Intensive SUrvey Fonns 
for the business district. 

Grocery Stores . 

Another very popular type of retailing was the operation of a grocery store . 
Through the years , Mineral Point has had many grocery stores, and rrost of them 
only operated for a few yea.ts. The following are some of the rrore significant 
grocery stores that have operated in the downtown business district. 

One of the rrost praninent grocery finns was the Brewer and Penhallegon, and 
later, the James Brewer grocery . James Brewer, II and R. J. Penhallegon, Jr . 
organized the firm in 1881 . Penhallegon was a native of Iowa County , of 
Cornish descent, who 1.-.0rked with his father in the feed and grain business 
before and during the early years of this partnership. He was a praninent 
businessman, holdings seats on the boards of the Mineral Point Woolen Mills 
and the First National Bank . James Brewer II, of Cornish descent, v,.ra.s a 
nephew of praninent citizen, James Brewer . Brewer II spent sane time in 
Chicago in business school and working at a grocery store there before caning 
back to Mineral Point and establishing a business with William Teasdale . This 
partnership lasted two years and was just prior to Brewer's partnership with 
Penhallegon. By 1907, James Brewer was operating this business alone. This 
store had a large and praninent Jocation in the o:ld Fellows Block, which was 
rebuilt in 1897 ( 114 High St . , 14/23). ( "Special Business Edition" 1891, 
"Trade Center" 1907) 

Another long-time grocery store in Mineral Point was located in the Otis­
Hendra Building (229 High St ., 43/7). Known first as Jackson and Hendra , the 
business became the Hendra Brothers later in the nineteenth century. They 
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bank in the corrrnunity. The Farmers Savings Bank operated out of the old First 
National Bank building ur1til just recently , when i t has rroved to new 
facilities on Doty St. (Fiedler 1973 : 156-157 ) 

Hotels 

There have been rnany hotels and inns in Mineral Point's history, but there are 
only four extari t bu i ldings that are significant as historic hotels in Mineral 
Po i nt . The oldest is t he Uni t ed States Hotel (267 High St ., 43/17). It was 
bui lt in 1853 by Hugh Phi ii ips as a comnercial bui ld.ing, but was converted 
into a hotel in 185,5 when it was added to . Phi 11 ips operated th~ hotel unti l 
1864 when he leased it to a Milwaukee rnan for eight years. Phillips ffi3J1aged 
the hotel again in 1871 until his death in 1889 . The U. s. Hotel operated as 
a hotel until at least 1924. ( "Special Business Edition" 1891 ) 

William Walker constructed the Mineral Point Hotel (1 Water St . . 55 / 5 ) in t he 
mid- 1850s in ar:t icipation o f the completion of the nearby railroad in 1857 . 
In l86L Walker enlarged the build ing by adding a wing . It was sti 11 being 
operated as a hotel in the early twentieth century. but later becarre a 
boarding house. (Fiedler 1973 :208. Tax Ro l ls) 

The Globe Hotel (225- 227 Conmerce St .. 55 / 10 .. 15 / 2.3) was built in 1868 and a 
major addition was rrade to the building in 1876. It rerrained a hotel unt il at 
least 1924 . The newest hotel in Mineral Point's historic downtown reflects 
the boaning zinc mining era of the turn of the century. The Hotel Royal (43 
High St ., 14 / 6) was built in 1900 and the large three-and-one-half story Queen 
Arine style bui lding is the rrost architecturally impressive extant hotel 
bu i lding in the city . 

There were rrany other hotels and inns established in Mineral Point during its 
history, but their locat ions are either not exta~t, or they were not 
significant. The a...J,ove examples are the most irrportant hotels in the 
corrrnunity associated with extant buildings. They are all individually 
significant as long-time hotels in the corrrnunity . 

Dry 13oods and .. General Stores 

One of the rrost popular types of retailing in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries was operating a dry goods or general store, and there were 
rrany such stores established in Minera l Poin t . Significant businesses in a 
corrtT\unity are determined by their s ize and longevity. One of the longest­
lived and largest dry goods stores in Mineral Point was the Gundry and Gray 
Dry Goods s tor e ( 215 High St. , 43 /5 ). 

TI1e business began in 1850 when Joseph Gundry and John Gray, both natives of 
Cornwal l , rrade a partnership to sell goods , but soon after Gray left for the 
Californ ia gold mines. Gray returned to Mineral Point and worked with Gundry 
in the store , but was not a partner again unti 1 1866 . The firm was called 
Gundry and Gray until 1883, when i t was narned Gundry, Gray & Co., operated by 
John Gray Jr . a11d Joseph F. La}-1.al le . The Gundry and Gray store operated until 
1933. The Gundry and Gray Dry Goods s tore is individually significant for 
corrrnerce as one of the longest-running businesses in Mineral Point, and 
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every business that ever took place . in Mineral Point ' s downtown. Rather, the 
following discussion will involve irrportant and significant businesses that 
were housed in extant buildings. This discussion, along with the discussion 
of cornnercial architecture elsewhere in this report, will help in planning for 

. the preservation of irrportant ccmnercial buildings in Mineral Point . 

Goods and Services 

Financial Services 

Mineral Point has had a checkered history of financial services. The first 
bank to be chartered in the corrrnunity was the Bank of Mineral Point . It was 
chartered in 1836 and was a bank run by land speculators and their agents . By 
1841, a state investigation uncovered fraud and illegal activity by the 
directors and rranagers of the bank. It was closed and never reopened. 
(Fiedler 1973:68-70) 

Although it was unusual, no other major banks were established in Mineral • 
Point until the 1880s, although there were several private banking houses that 
operated in the corrrnunity. In 1885, two banks were founded in Mineral Point , 
the First National Bank and the Iowa County Bank. The larger of the tw:> 
banks, and the one with a national charter, was the First National Bank, 
opened with a capital stock of $50 ,000 . Dr. John H. Vivian was the first 
president, while W. A. Jones was the cashier . In 1891, the Cashier was Phil 
Allen, and in 1907, the cashier was F. E. Hanscom, Allen having been prcrroted. 
( "Special Business Edition" 1891, "Trade Center" 1907) 

In 1906-07, the First National Bank was thriving and built a new bank building 
at 203 High Street (43/3). But, just three years later, the bank was in the 
middle of an embezzlement scandal . The president of the bank, Phil Allen, a 
corrrnunity leader, had made a number of high-risk investments that did not pay 
off. Auditors discovered that he had embezzled about $400,000 and they closed 
the bank in October of 1909. Allen eventually went to jail, and his Cashier, 
F. E. Hanscom, who had not taken any rroney, but probably knew of Allen's 
actions, corrrnitted suicide when the bank closed. Despite this scandal, the 
First National Bank was an inportant and significant historic bank, and its 
building, the best representative of the bank in the camrunity, is 
significant . (Fiedler 1973: 136-138) 
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The Iowa County Bank was established as a private bank under the ownership of :-i 
James Hutchison. Besides banking services , the Iowa County Bank also wrote 
abstracts, being the only business to do this at the turn of the century. 
They also dealt in real estate and insurance services. The bank's rrost 
irrportant and significant location was at 158 High St. (14/33). 

The Farmers and Citizens Bank took over the First National Bank location in 
1910, then rroved to their new building at 147 High St. (14/11) in 1915. In 
1931, the financially unstable Iowa County and Farmers and Citizens banks 
merged. called the Consolidated Bank of Mineral Point, it could not weather 
the banking holiday of 1932 and remained closed. In 1935, the Fanners Savings 
Bank relocated fran Edmund to Mineral Point to becane the first stable , nooern 
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nature of the miners, the ooom and bust lead mining cycles , and the lack of 
fomal land su....--veying in the corrmur1i ty unti 1 the iate 1830s caused the 
comnunity t o retain its frontier-like characteristics and crude. sometimes 
ternpqrar~ b1.1ildings much longer than C0111T1uni t ies in other parts of the state . 
The decaae of the 1840s, though, was a matur ing decade for Mineral Point . 
.lv1.any rore perma.nent buildings of iog or s tone construction were built in t he 
conmuni ty , as lead mining s t abilized and turned rrore consistent profits for 
miners . (See Hi s t orica l Overview) 

By 1848, lead prices declined and many mines were hitting the water table and 
could no longer be worked wi th exist ing local t echnology . Then, the 
California gold rush took away many miners f rom the area. The city's 
corrmercial district at first benefited from the gold rush , selling supplies to 
people leaving for the wes t . But by the early 1850s . the city was in a slurrp . 
Gradually. the local economy s tabi 1 ized and revitalized during the "Middle 
Years," between the lead and zinc mining booms . Local farmers, rraking good 
profits from wheat growing and other cash grains, supported the Mineral Point 
comnerc ial bus inesses during this per iod. Fran this time on, regardless of 
¼~ether the local mines were t0011,ing or not , the ccumercial district in 
Mineral Point stayed fairly stable, serving the city's perrranent resident s , 
and the area farmers. (See Historical overview) 

In 1859 , it w-as reported that Mineral Point had eight hotels , 17 dry g:xids 
and/ or grocery stores, nine boot and shoe stores, three hardware stores, f ive 
wagon shops, seven blacksmiths. three harnessmakers , three drug stores , two 
jewelry stores, and two furniture stores . In the 1859 city business directory 
also advertised physicia.ns , dentists . land agents, attorneys, aI1d even a tree 
and plant nursery . (Wr iter ' s Program i 97 9 : i08 . 1859 Directory ) 

By the lat e ninet eenth cent ury, Mineral Poin t' s downtown ccmnercial distr ict 
had taken on t he size and number of stores i t would have until the rrodern era . 
T1,i0 and t hree- story br ick and stone business blocks alrrost completely filled 
four blocks along High and Comnerce Streets in the center of the city. The 
number and types of businesses also re.mained fairly stable for rrany years. 
For exarrple, i n i880, the downtown business district had four dry goods 
stores, 15 grocery stores or meat rrarkets, three drug stores , two jewelry 
s tores, four hardware stores, three furniture stores, two banks, five hotels , 
three harnessmakers, six boot and shoe shops , several blacksmiths, 16 saloons . 
and a few miscellaneous stores. In 1900, the business district had five dry 
goods stores, 11 groceries or meat markets, four drug stores , three jewelry 
stores, three hardware stores , two furniture stores, one bank, four hotel s , a 
harnessmaker arid two blacksmiths , fi ve boot and shoe stores, 10 saloons , and a 
few miscellaneous stores . In 1915 , at the height of the zinc mining era in 
Mineral Point, the business district had six dry goods stores , seven grocery 
stores , tr~ee drug stores, one jewelry store , three hardware stores , three 
furnit ure stores , two banks. si x hotels, three boot and shoe stores, 12 
saloons , and a few miscellaneous stores. (Writers Program 1979:132 , Sanborn­
Perris Haps 1900 , 1915) 

Many of Mineral Point ' s comnercial businesses were fleeting ones . Like 
retailing in other parts of the state , there were high numbers an~ high 
turnover of businesses in Mineral Point. I t is the purpose of this chapter to 
discuss historically significant businesses in Minerai Point, and to associate 
them with extant buildings . It is not possible, nor is it desirable, to list 



CHAPTER V 

Intrcxiuction 

Trading in goods and services began in Wisconsin ccmnunities alrrost fran the 
beginning of their settlement , sane businesses starting out in primitive log 
cabins . Pioneer businesses were multi-purpose, incorporating general store, 
inn , and post office, all under one roof. As ccmnunities developed in the 
late nineteenth century , even the smallest towns usually had a variety of 
retail businesses, such as groceries , dry goods , and hardware stores , all 
located in a coomercial business district at the center of the ccmnunity. In 
larger ccmnunities, such as Milwaukee, there were rrore and larger stores that 
featured rrore specialty goods. The popularity of retailing increased during 
the late nineteenth century, and while the pioneer general store persisted 
during this tirre , it gradually died out as retailing became rrore specialized . 
There was a high turnover of businesses in coomercial districts and short-term 
retailers were the rule and not the exception. (Current 1976:107-108; Nesbit 
1985:211-213) • 
The first rrerchants rroved into Mineral Point right after the first miners 
began working lead mines in southwestern Wisconsin. Seeing an opportunity to 
sell goods to the miners, Erastus Wright brought the first load of goods for 
sale into Mineral Point in the sunmer and fall of 1828. He sold his 
rrerchandize out of a log building. In 1829, John D. Ansley opened a supply 
store , and shortly after him, John F. O'Neill began his store . The first 
hotel in the ccmnunity is said to have been D. M. and Peter Parkinson's log 
house, erected in 1829 . The first blacksmiths came around 1829 or 1830, along 
with the first attorney . (Crawford 1913:194-195; Butterfield 1881:656) 

After the lead narket went bust in late 1829, the lead region's growth slowed, 
as many miners left for lack of profits . When lead prices began to rise 
again, rrost miners waited until the end of the Black Hawk War in 1832, when 
the area was again hospitable to mining. After 1832 , a wave of miners again 
entered southwestern Wisconsin, and Mineral Point began to graw. By 1837, the 
population of the ccmnunity was estirrated at over 1,000, and it was reported 
that there were seven dry goods stores, four grocery stores , ti,.,u tailors, two 
blacksmiths, four taverns, a carpenter shop, and a brewery making up Mineral 
Point's downtown coomercial center . (Butterfield 1881:666, Writers Program 
1979:62) 

The first newspaper in the corrrnunity was the first Miners' Free Press , founded 
in 1837 and rroved to Gaiena shortly thereafter. In 1838 , Henry Welsh and 
Henry Plownan began to publish the second Miners' Free Press . By 1839 , it was 
reported that Mineral Point had three hotels , a bank, and a post office to add 
to the above-rrentioned ccmnercial businesses . The bank was the Bank of 
Mineral Point , chartered in 1836. Unfortunately, it was a tool of land 
speculators and was closed in 1841 when a state investigation uncovered fraud 
and illegal activity on the part of the bank directors and rranagers . 
(Writers Program 1979:71,79-80) 

During the early years of Mineral Point's history, the cannunity did not 
rrature as fast as coomunities in other parts of the state. The transient 
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Note on Sources 

Little is written on arts and literature in Mineral Point. The rrost 
significant source of information for this study has been oral history. 
Interviews with Edgar Hellum and Pat Ripp and a 1989 news article by local 
resident Serena S. Nelson proved to be the rrost helpful sources for this 
therratic chapter . Nelson also contributed the information on Ena Hutchison. 
Korinne Oberle of the Pendarvis Historic Site wrote the information on Folk 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

PROPERTY 

Gundry House Museum 
Samuel Coad Block 
(photography studio) 
Toay and Allen Building 
(photography studio} 
Moses Strong House 

ADDRESS /MAP CODE 

234 Madison St. (21/14) 

206 High St. ( 43/29} 

214 High St. (43/2SA) 
525 Fountain Street (32/22) 

DATE 

1864 

1860 
c.1840 
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Literature 

Although an irrportant endeavor for a few of the village ' s inhabitant's, 
1 i terature has had a minirral association with the built environment of Mineral 
Point . The only writera of significance that were discovered were writers of 
historical prose. William R. Smith. an 1838 imnigrant to Mineral Point, 
compieted and published volumes land 3 of his History of Wisconsin: 
Doouner1tary History of Wisconsin, frcm it 's Earliest Sett lerrent to the Present 
Time in 1854 while residing in Mineral Point (residence unknown). Smith 
never ccrnpleted vol1Ji1'18 2. Prior to settling in Mineral Point , Smith published 
a descriptive volume on his 1837 travels through the lead mine region. 
Published in Philadelphia in 1838, he entitled the volume, "Observations on 
the Wisconsin Territory Chiefly on that Part Called the 'Wisconsin Lead 
District,' with a Map Exhibiting the Settled Parts of the Territory . as Laid 
Out in Counties by Act of the Legislature in 1837 . " Al though not written in 
Mineral Point, this work 
contains interesting observations on early Mineral Point. (Fiedler 1973:99 , 
121 , Smith 1985 : 170) 

In 1885, one of Mineral Point's rrost praninent and politically significant 
early residents, Moses M. Strong, published his History of the Territory or 
Wisconsin. Strong wrote this volurnE! in his senior years , probably at his· stone 
house in Mineral Point (525 Fountain Street, 32/22) . This book, written by a 
pioneer who lived and was intimately involved with the early poiitical history 
of Wisconsin, is one of the early histories of the state and is irrportant as 
an exarrple of the type of history being written at the tirre. (Strong 1885) 

As part of the Great Depression-era federal works project known as the Works 
Progress Administration or WPA, the federal government hired writers and 
historians to prepare histories of local areas and regions. Marie G. Dieter 
led the Writers' Program team which studied the village of Mineral Point. 
Ai though this teain prepared a typewritten manuscript ,,._lhich it bound in book 
form in 1941 , it was oniy in 1979 that the Mineral Point Historical Society 
added an addendum to the volume and published it as a book. (Writers Program 
1979 l 

Another good history of Mineral Point is George Fiedler's Mineral Point, A 
History. A native of Mineral Point, Fiedler was a federal judge in Chicago 
and maintained a sumner residence in Mineral Point. He had an active interest 
in the corrmunity throughout his life. In 1962. he corrpleted and published h is 
Mineral Point, A History . This volume is now in; its third edition . The 
Merrorial Pendarvis Endo¼ment Trust Fund published it again in 1986 . Although 
Fiedler's book is not yet 50 years old, it is an important source of 
information on Mineral Point history, and is significant . (Fiedler 1973) 

r-') 

t"""'.\ 

-

17 

,..... 



30 

artists Max and Ava Fernekes decided to leave their Milwaukee home to take up 
residence in Mineral Point in 1940, in an old stone cottage. For many years 
thereafter, the Fernekes survived on left-over pasty fran the Pendarvis House 
restaurant. Other exarrples of artistic patronage by Neal and Hellum are 
beyond the scope of this study, but suffice it to say here, Neal and Hellum 
and the Fernekes laid the foundation for the artists' colony that developed in 
Mineral Point in the later twentieth century . 

Photography 

The practice of photography in Mineral Point began in the mid-nineteenth 
century . B. F. Shaw already offered "sky light daguerrian roans" in the 
Miller building (not extant) in 18.54. c. R. Moffett was also producing 
arnbrotypes in 1854. · (The Mineral Point Historical Society has · an original 
arnbrotype of Henry Dodge signed by Moffett and dated 1854.) In 1858, new 
daguerrian roans and a gallery opened on the east side of the second floor of 
Thorras' Stone Block (location unknown). By October of 1859, the Kendall 
Brothers were operating a "new Ambrotype Gallery." By 1868, the Kendalls. 
photograph shop was in Prisk's Block (not extant} on the southeast corner of 
High and Chestnut; (Mineral Point Tribune 22 June 1854 , 27 July 1858, 7 
January 1863, 10 May 1865) • 

Also in 1868, c. R. Moffett, occupied a second floor roan in the Samuel Coad 
Block (206 High St . , 43/29.). Moffett and a partner, Vanderbilt, not only took 
photographs in cloudy as well as clear weather, but also did porcelain and 
life size pictures . In April, 1875, David Jolly opened another photography 
shop opposite Kinnie and Sprattler on the north side of High Street (location 
unknown) . In 1876, James v. Dabb established his art and photography shop in 
Mineral Point, and successfully operated the studio for many years. (Mineral 
Point Tribune 6 January 1869, 8 April 1875) 

During the early years of the twentieth century, W. B. Shepard also had a 
photography shop in Mineral Point. It occupied space above Moffett's Drug 
Store (Toay and Allen Building, 214 High St . , 43/28A) . Also during this time, 
w:imen began rraking their rrark in photography. A wanan by the name of Lyndsey 
opened her shop in Mineral Point, and D. Jenkins and J. Hoskings went into a 
photography partnership in Mineral Point , as well. However , the t1f.K) separated 
a short time later and Hoskings then became a partner with a man named 
McGarrity. w. J. Wright and the Copeland Ground Floor Gallery (locations 
unknown) were also in business 1n the early twentieth century. (Information 
frcrn the Mineral Point Historical Society) 

The rrost irrportant cultural resource related to historic photography in 
Mineral Point is not a building, however. It i s the 1,232 historic 
photographs in the Mineral Point Historical Society's collection. The bulk of 
these photographs date fran 1890 to 1910. Ninety-five percent of the 
collection is on glass plate negatives , but S<::m:! irrages are on acetate 
negatives. Pat Ripp, curator of the collection, does not know who took the 
photographs . He believes they are the work of perhaps tv.K> to three 
professional photographers with sane irrages the products of arrateurs. 
Photography was a very popular hobby around the turn of the century. 
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Painting and sculpture 

Even in the mining era, artists were not totally absent from the Mineral Point 
scene. Between 1842 and 1848, Samuel M. Brooks, a travelling English-oorn 
artist visited Mineral Point. In September, 1845 , a Mr . Webb arrived in 
Mineral Point from Galena to open a terrporary art gallery. In 1854, there was 
a display of Mac Evoy's paintings in the Court House. In 1870 , Tom Richards, 
an early painter in Mineral Point, established his name in the front parlor of 
the Gundry House (Orchard Lawn; 234 Madison St., 21/14). He painted the 
original trompe l'oeil decoration in the front parlor and signed his name 
above the door from the hall. In 1874 , James V. Dabb, an Englishman by birth 
and education, came to Mineral Point to study the profession of art and 
photography. In 1876, he established his own business. In 1910, Mr. R. A. 
Kendall, a local photographer , announced he had secured one of the best 
watercolor and Indian ink artists west of New York. However , despite these 
references, there are few documents that discuss their vJOrk in any detail . 
(Mineral EQ1nt Tribune 3 March 1910, 2 March 1854 , Smith 1985:557-558, 
Butterfield 1881:857, Serena Nelson , personal comnunication 1989) 

One artist is better known in the coomunity. She was Ena Eunice Hutchison, 
the daughter of James and Philippa Cox Hutchison. She was oorn in Mineral 
Point in 1861. She studied at the Chicago Art Institute for two years and 
went to art school in Paris, France. She then became a university professor 
at Northwestern University in Evanston , Illinois. The Mineral Point 
Historical Society has a set of plates she painted, and it is known that sane 
of her paintings do exist, although they have not been officially catalogued . 
An oil painting of her hangs in the Gundry House. It was painted as one of 
100 portraits by Aroorican artists that the Smithsonian Institution 
comnissioned for the 1893 Chicago World's Columbian Exposition . (Infonration 
from Serena Nelson) 

Folk Art 

Between 1935 and 1940, the Pendarvis House restoration project created by 
Robert Neal and Edgar Hellum, fostered old Cornish folk traditions such as 
stonernasonry, landscaping and gardening, and foodways. For exanple, in 
restoring the Pendarvis buildings, Neal and Hellum secured the help of Charles 
Curtis, an 85 year old stone nason who had been born in Cornwall . Buildings 
which could not be saved were torn down by the WPA and Neal , Hell um, and 
Curtis salvaged the blocks of hand-cut stone for use in restoration as wel l as 
in dry-stone wall building to landscape the grounds. Plants chosen were 
similar to those grown in Cornwall and those found still surviving around the 
foundations of the cottages, such as sweet-pear and hollyhock. Once the 
houses had been "put back," Neal and Heilum began preparing and serving 
traditional Cornish foods such as pasty, saffron cake, clotted cream, and plum 
preserves , all rrade from old recipes gathered in Mineral Point from Cornish 
descendants . 

While preserving these traditions, in fact, by breathing new life into them, 
Neal and Hellum were creating an ambient and aesthetic surrounding which 
attracted and encouraged the artistic endeavors of their visitors. For 
exarrple, after meeting Neal and Hellum and dining on pasty in the late 1930s, 
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CHAPTER IV ARTS AND LITERATURE 

Introduction 

Mineral Point is, today, known for its small artists' colony, attracted by the 
Pendarvis Historic site. But, the developiuent of this artists' colony has 
occurred primarily in the second half of the twentieth century . Like m:ist 
comrn.1.nities, Mineral Point was not known for its artists or writers in the 
nineteenth a.nd early twentieth centuries. While there have probably been many 
people in the comnunity who have been writers or artists, standard historical 
sources do not discuss the.rn in any detail. What little info11ration there is 
available on historic writers arid artists is presented in this chapter. 

The ITDst significant development in the area of the arts began after Robert 
Neal and Edgar HelluJn began their development of the Pendarvis Historic Site. 
However, much of the activity surrounding this develop,.··nent is not yet SO years 
old , so it is difficult to place it into context at this time. However, the 
significance of artists who have located in Mineral Point in the last 50 years 
should be determined in the future . It is suggested that this chapter be 
updated in the coming years after enough time has passed for the twentieth 
century artists to be properly evaluated and their significance determined . 
The personnel at the Pendarvis Historic Site, along with other local residents 
wno have kJ1owledge about the artists in Mineral Point, should be consulted in 
the future, arout any potentially significant sites associated with twentieth 
century artists in Mineral Point. 

}!iany corrrronly recognize Harry Nohr, Robert Neal , Edgar Hell um, and Max and Ava 
Fernekes, along with Ted Landon. Ken Colwell and Texas Weldon "Bud" Wahl , III 
as arrong the rrost important people responsible for attracting artists and 
crafts people to Mineral Point in the later twerit ieth century . In 1964 , 
Landon , a painter , bought the old Walker House (Mineral Point Hotel), restored 
it , and began operating it as a tourist attraction and restaurant while 
continuing to practice his art. Colwell established the Looms in the old 
Mineral Spring(s) Brewery buildings in 1968 and w"a.hl bought an old stone 
corrmercial building on Comnerce Street. Colwell's Looms became an 
internationally recognized weaving center . Wahl , on the other hand, looked 
toward the younger generations and began encouraging University of Wisconsin­
Platteville students to relocate in Mineral Point in the early 1970s . 
(Interviews with local artists 1989) 

For the purposes of this report, the discussion of art in Mineral Point is 
divided into painting and sculpture and ;•folk art . " Folk art includes the 
work of craf ts people and artisans who define their work in large part in non­
utilitarian terms. Also included is photography. Ali writing is classified 
as literature, except for newspapers, which are discussed in the Corrmerce 
chapter. 
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rrajor addition to the grade school was completed to house middle school 
children. (Wackman 1925:n.p., Fiedler 1973:181, 192-193) 

Private El~ntary Sch.<29_1~ 

Most of the private schools in Mineral Point have been associated with 
churches, One of the ear 1 iest church schools i,..ias heid in 1836 by Rev . Richard 
Homey . pastor of the Methodist Church. From 1845-1849 , D.A. Moore conducted a 
school in the basement of the Methodist Church 1..vnere Reverend Homey had taught 
in 1836. The tuition for Moore ' s school was three dollars per term. John 
Hollow, a minister, also taught school in this period in his church basement . 
In 1846, Father Victor Jouanneault, a French priest who was pastor of St . 
Paul's Parish built a small red brick building and established the first 
catholic grade school in Wisconsin. He was the first teacher , later replaced 
by Miss Mary Torphy and st ill later ·by John Currmings . In 1847, the Mineral 
Point Academy appeared . It gave instruction in Greek , Latin, French, English 
and math and was a secondary school as well as a primary school . When the 
Academy annolu1ced its fa l l term in September 1847, Mr . Williams held the 
position of principal . (Fiedler 1973 :6 , 109, 193-194 , Butterfieid 1881:689 , 
Wisconsin Tribune 24 September 1847) 

In 1868, the Episcopal Church built a parish school (not extant) at a cost of 
$3,000 . It was a simple one-story frame building which could seat as rrany as 
150 pupils. Mrs. Lyrran Phelps. the minister's wife, was the first teacher in 
the school. and continued until her death in 1872. In 1874, the school 
closed . In 1879, the Episcopal congregation reopened its school and in 1889, 
the church leased it to the city for five years. The city used the building 
as a public primary school . (Fiedler 1973: 180) 

On October 10, 1868. the Dominican Mother house at Sinsinawa sent Sister Mary 
Josephine Cahi ii and Sister Alphonsa Seely to the St. Paul's parish to help 
estabiish a new grade school . The Dcrninicans from Sinsinawa conducted their 
schocl till July , 1883. When the enrollment became too small, the Sisters 
withdrew. However, the Sanborn rraps show that St . Paul's Rom3.n catholic 
School existed during the period between 1908 and 1915 . T'nis apparently was a 
revitalization effort to bring the school back into existence. (Fiedler 
1973:194, Sanborn-Perris Maps 1908, 1915) 

In 1871, the St . Mary's catholic Church congregation built the St. Mary's 
Parochial School. School was held in a frame building located on what is now 
the front playground of the new St. Mary's school. There were two school 
r00tTs, one on the first floor and one on the second . The building also had a 
srell chape l and a few pews on the first floor. Two dominican nuns from St. 
Catherine's Mother house in Racine were the first teachers of the seventy-five 
pupils. Two years later, in 187 3, the enroll.ment of the school had increased 
and they terrporarily added a third nun to the staff. (Fiedler 1973:185, 193-
196, Writers Program 1979:129 . 164) 

In 1904, a large red brick school building (21 6 Davis Street, 21/40) replaced 
the old St. Mary's School. In part of the building was a convent, and the 
nuns occupied it until 1951 . The congregation held the school's dedication 
cererrony on January 25. 1905. In 1917, the school added an eighth grade so 
graduates of St. Mary's could go right into high school. By 1935, children 



49 

from the St. Paul's congregation began attending St. Mary's school, adding 48 
new students. This resulted in the addition of a fourth teacher for the 
school. In 1951, enrollment increased again, and the convent was converted to 
classroan space. In 1959, the school added a fifth teacher to the staff. 
(Fiedler 1973:185 , 193-196, Writers Program 1979:129, 164) 

During the sunmer of 1961, the parochial school faced many problems. St. 
Mary's school needed corrplete renovations, and the school lacked the rroney to 
make them. Under the leadership of Bishop William P. O'Conner of Madison, the 
congregation erected eight new classrooms plus a library and music rooms. 
They also rrodernized the plumbing , heating and lighting in the building. They 
added an addition, 42 by 92 feet , on the west side of the building. This 
addition housed the gym, meeting hall, and school cafeteria. The cafeteria 
held as many as 350 people at one sitting. By the end of the 1961-62 school 
year, the school employed five teachers, three nuns, and tvJO lay teachers. 
However, a mere seven years later , in 1968, the school closed. (Fiedler 
1973:185, 193-196, Writers Program 1979:129, 164) 

Secondary Education, Public and Private 
• 

During Wisconsin's pioneer era, secondary education was provided prirrarily by 
private academies that emphasized rrodern language, matherratics, literature , 
and rrodern history. Free public high schools were slow to develop. The first 
was at Kenosha in 1849. In 1856, the legislature authorized ti,,..o or rrore 
districts to form a union high school district. A board of education was to 
be elected to administer the district . By 1870, 14 ccmnunities were offering 
high school programs. In 1875, the legislature passed the Free High School 
Law providing sane state aid to high schools. By 1900, there were over 200 
high schools in the state and by the mid-twentieth century, there were over 
400 . Like public primary schools, the public high school is a part of the 
broad public educational system offered in Wisconsin today . (Wyatt 
1986:Education 3-1--3-7) 

The first attempt at high-school level schooling in Mineral Point was the 
establishment of a private academy, the Mineral Point Academy, in 1847. In 
October, 1847, the free school district also offered both prirrary and 
secondary education. In 1848, a school for young ladies was offered by a Miss 
E. Phillips in a building at the corner of Chestnut and Fountain Streets. It 
was probably a finishing school. In February, 1854, c. R. Goodrich opened a 
select school in the brick school house built by Joseph Turner and James Hugo 
in 1840 to house the public primary school. Later in 1854, Miss G. A. Wells 
opened a select school for girls and boys in a frame building. This may be 
the sarre frarre building C. C. Rynerson taught in before 1840. Miss caroline 
Jacobs opened a select school in the basement of the Episcopal Church in 1854 . 
In December, C. B. Goodrich offered evening school in the brick school house 
located on Chestnut street . These classes extended into January, 1855 . 
(Mineral Point Tribune 23 February 1854 , 30 August 1854, 1 November 1854, 27 
December 1854, 30 June 1848) 

In 1856, the Methodist Episcopal church decided to build a seminary, and with 
a loan from the city, the building was corrpleted in 1857 . A Mr . Nolan was the 
first teacher, and he conducted the school until 1861. In 1860, the 
Methodists offered the building to the city, if they would pay off the 
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rerraining debt it had from its construction costs. In 1861, the city agreed 
to purchase the building, and it became the foundation for the public high 
school program in the city . (Wackman 1925:n .p . ) 

In Noverrber, 1859, Cyrus Woodman and Thara.s Allen offered private lessons to 
willing students . They offered German lessons in a room above Spratler's 
Bakery on the north side of High Street. In 1860, earl Schultz offered 
lessons in drawing , mathematics, and physics . During this t ime, Joseph, 
Martin , and Frank Hoare also taught vocal and instrumental music out of their 
musical instrument dealership on High Street. (Mineral Point Tribune, 29 
November 1859, 3 February 1910) 

In 1861 , the city divided its school system into departments and created an 
official public high school program, but the lack of funding that dogged ci ty 
schools at this time caused this program to revert to private status, 
supported by tuition from students. But the new state law that provided sane 
funding of public high schools revived the idea in Mineral Point, and it made 
use of the program to established a real high school . One of the early 
teachers at the high school was William A. Jones, who went on to be the 
guiding force behind the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany. He began teaching in the 
late 1860's and after tvJO years of teaching, he became principal. In 1871, 
he became Superintendent of Schools. (Writers Program 1979:131, Fiedler 
1973:190-191) 

In 1903 , the city awarded a contract for a new high school building to local 
builders Herman Enzenroth and 5 . Jenkin. The new high school (530 Maiden St ., 
43/6), a beautiful cut limestone building, opened in September of 1904. In 
1910 . the high school became fully accredited. This enabled students to enter 
at1y college or universi t y in the North Central states without taking an 
entrance exam. The school's enrollment was 168, including 54 freshmen, 42 
sophorrores, 40 juniors, and 32 seniors . The faculty consisted of seven 
individuals, including the Principal who served as the City Superintendent of 
Schools. The school offered four main courses of study. In September, 1913, 
the school added manual training and domestic sciences to their curriculum. 
The school offered no vocational courses. (Wackman 1925:n.p., Writers Program 
1979:163-164 , Fiedler 1973:9 , 190-191) 

In 1923, the State Superintendent of Schools pressured Mineral Point to 
upgrade their school facilities. Construction of a new high school began in 
1924. In September, 1925, the building opened . The new high school building 
(706 Ridge St ., 35/27) featured a large gymnasium with a maple floor , a large 
asserrbly room, 14 classrooms , including special rooms for vocat ional 
education . After the new high schooi opened , elementary pupils were rroved to 
the old high school building . In 1959, a major addition was made to the high 
school, ar1d as rural schools were consolidated and many rural children began 
corning into Mineral Point for school, the need for a new elementary school was 
heightened . In 1968, a new elementary school was opened and the first high 
school, which had been acting as an elementary school, became a middle school. 
Just recently , a new addition to the elem:=>__ntary school opened for middle 
school pupils . The high school built in 1924-25 is still being used as a high 
school today. (Fiedler 1973:10, 192-193 , Writers Program 1979:173 , Wackrran 
1925:n.p.} 
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Libraries 

The earliest libraries in the state were private collections that were 
occasionally offered for public lending or donated to comnunities for early 
libraries . While the state legislature authorized municipalities t6 establish 
libraries with tax levies as early as 1868, few did. Sometimes, local 
citizens donated rroney for libraries in the nineteenth century, but .again, 

_this was not corrrron. In the 1890s, the Wisconsin Library Association and the 
Wisconsin Free Library Comnission praroted free public libraries as a means to 
prorrote intellectual and rroral developnent in young people, and as an aid in 
assimilating inmigrants. But, even with this activity, there were still only 
28 free libraries in the state in 1896. Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie changed 
these statistics dramatically with his contributions of millions toward free 
library construction. With a Carnegie grant, local people could establish 
rrodern, free libraries, and 64 Carnegie libraries were built in Wisconsin 
during the early twentieth century. Without Carnegie, rrost of these libraries 
may not have been built, as fund-raising for libraries would prove to be 
difficult after Carnegie's philanthropy expired in 1917 . (Wyatt 
1986:Education 5-1--5-5) 

George w. Bliss, owner of the Wisconsin Tribune , opened the first public • 
reading facility in Mineral Point in 1854. Bliss encouraged the public to 
come in and read papers and magazines from all over the country . Then, in 
January, 1860, the Mineral Point Library Association held its first annual 
meeting. However, it was not until 1895 that a drive for a free library in 
the city began. On January 16 , 1895, a public reading room opened in the J . 
Read-W. Bennett Building (259 High St . , 43/14) . In March , 1895, the library 
incorporated as the Free Public Library of Mineral Point . The Mineral Point 
Library occupied the Read-Bennett Building until October 1914, when the new 
city hall was completed. The new Mineral Point Municipal Building, Opera 
House and Library ( 137 High St., 14/7} has been the home of the public 1 ibrary 
since that time . In anticipation of this rrove, the Library Association had 
given its 6,000 books and its equipnent to the city on June 6, 1911, and the 
library became an official city department at that time. (Mineral Point 
Tribune 15 January 1895, 20 January 1895, 5 March 1895, "Mineral Point City 
Council Proceedings" 1989: 1, 4) 

Note on Sources 

Most of the information on schools came fran the standard published histories 
of Mineral Point, Fiedler's book, the WPA History, and the 1881 county 
history. Serena Nelson's comnents were very helpful and the article on 
schools she provided (Wackrran) was an excellent overview of the history of 
Mineral Point schools. 
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Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY NAME 

St . Mary's Catholic School 

Oid Mineral Point High 
School 

Mineral Point High School 

Old Library 
(Read-Bennett Building 

Mineral Point Municipal 
Building 

ADDRESS/MAP CODE 

216 Davis Street (21/40) 

530 ~.iaiden St . (43 / 6) 

706 Ridge St . (35/27) 

259 High St. (43/14) 

137 High St. (14/7) 

DATE 

1904 

1904 

1925 

1841 

1914-15 



CHAPTER VII OOVERNMENT 

Introduction 

Governmental activity in or affecting Mineral Point and properties in it has 
always been carried on simultaneously at several levels by many organizations 
or entities. Even in the territorial period, the territorial, federal, county 
and local governments all simultaneously provided administrative and 
protective services in and for Mineral Point. And, all four levels of 
government were also involved in military affairs. The jurisdictions and 
functions of these various levels of government constantly overlapped. 
Moreover, different levels of government delegated parts of their 
responsibilities in some areas to other levels . The result was the during the 
historic period, governmental activities could be found in many buildings , 
both fonnal and infonnal, especially during the territorial era, when few 
resources elsewhere were available for these activities, and Mineral Point was 
the center of territorial government. 

Like historic resources associated with other chapters in this report , man~ of 
the buildings associated with early governmental activities are no longer 
extant. What buildings are extant represent the types of government that have 
had an impact on Mineral Point , federal , territorial/state, and local. 
However, a large context is presented in this chapter, in which to evaluate 
resources that no longer exist or whose location is unknown at this time. It 
is presented so that if resources related to this chapter are uncovered in the 
future, it will be easy to evaluate them against other extant resources . 

Federal Government 

Because of the nature of territorial government it is hard to distinguish 
between federal and territorial services in the period before 1848. However, 
certain federal functions--such as responsibility for Indian affairs, public 
domain land sales, mining right leasing, and postal service--which began in 
the territorial period remained federal activities even after Wisconsin had 
become a state. This section of this chapter deals with rrost of these. 

Just as the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 established the territorial system by 
which the land beyond the original 13 states was incorporated into the United 
States, so the Land Ordinance of 1785 established the frarrework by which the 
land in these future states came into private ownership. Although the 1781 
Articles of Confederation firmly established the principles that western lands 
were a priceless national asset and that no one state could determine their 
future, the issue re.rrained open as to how the lands of the west should be 
disposed of. Some advocated selling the land in township units to groups or 
carpanies; others favored letting individual pioneers stake out their own 
farms in a helter-skelter manner. 

The Land Ordinance of 1785 was a corrprcrnise. Under its prov1s1ons, once the 
states had ceded a portion of land to the federal government, the federal 
government had to survey it into six mile square townships and subdivide every 
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township into 36 sections of 640 acres (one square mile) each. The federal 
government then had to sell the sections at public auction . The initial 
ordinance set $1.00 per acre as the minimum price the government could accept 
and 640 acres (a section) as the smallest unit of land the government could 
sell. The Land Act of 1800 raised the minimum price per acre to $2.00 but 
reduced the minimum ntrrnber of acres which the government could sell to 320, or 
half a section . Buyers could pay for their land in four annual installment s 
which meant that a person only needed $160 to take possession of a good sized 
parcel. 

In 1804 , Congress cut the minimum unit to 160 acres {a quarter section) which 
a person could acquire for $80 down. With land available in these small 
quantities, individual families as well as speculative land-developnent 
companies could afford to purchase portions of the public domain . Land became 
available in even smaller and rrore affordable parcels with the passage of the 
Land Act of 1820. Although abolishing the four yearly installment credit 
system, this act cut the minimum purchasable unit down to 80 acres and 
reduced the minimum price per acre to $1.25. This rreant that for a one-time 
fee of $100 a family or a speculator could acquire a very vJOrkable farm. 

As the government began selling rrore and rrore land, Congress began identif~ing 
land the federai government needed to keep for the general welfare and 
devising ways for it to do so. In 1807, Congress errpowered the General Land 
Office of the Treasury Department to issue permits for mining and smelting on 
ore-bearing public danain lands in return for ten percent of the processed 
lead as an "in-kind" royalty instead of selling these lands at public auction . 
The General Land Office did not collect its in-kind rents fran miners 
directly. Rather, it licensed certain smelters and then decreed that miners 
operating on public domain lands could only sell their ore to those smelters. 
These licensed smelters only paid the miners for nine-tenths of the ore they 
delivered to them. Land Office officials collected their one-tenth of the 
processed ore from the smelters without paying the smelters for it. Thus, the 
smelters had to sell the nine-tenths of the processed lead which they got to 
sell for enough to cover both the cost of processing ten-tenths of the lead 
and their own profit . 

In November, 1821, Congress shifted responsibility for the enforcement of the 
public domain mining law fran the Treasury Department's General Land Office to 
the Army's Bureau of Ordnance which established regulations, collected 
royalties through the licensed smelters, and stockpiled the lead collected as 
rent at an arsenal in St . Louis . In January, 1822, the Bureau began 
atterrpting to secure lessors for public danain lead-bearing land in nor t hern 
Illinois . By August , 1824 , so rrany prospectors and miners had been attracted 
to what had become known as the Upper Mississippi lead mine region by these 
prorrotional efforts and the general spread of the news of the r i chness of the 
lead deposits in t he area , t hat the Bureau of Ordnance assigned a separate 
superintendent to the region, Lieutenant Mart in Thanas. 

Thomas arrived in Galena (then the largest town in the region) within a few 
rronths of his appointment , apned with the authority to grant mining permits 
and leases, license smelters, authorize others to conduct activities within 
the five square leagues of potentially ore-bearing public danain lands 
federally defined as the Upper Mississippi Lead Mine District , issue 
regulations, and settle disputes arrong miners, smelters and other residents . 
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Although known as the Resident Superintendent, Lieutenant Thanas did not take 
up full time residence in Galena. Throughout his 1824 to 1829 tenure, Thanas 
lived in St. Louis and made occasional trips to the Upl)er Mississippi lead 
mine region. His local Galena office was headed by resident sub-agents . 

Resident Suh-Agent Charles Smith arrived in Galena with Thanas on Thanas' 
first trip in the fall of 1824 . Smith apparently re.rrained with the Bureau of 
Oronance' s Galena office until his death in March, 1829, but was officially 
succeeded as Resident Sub-Agent by Thanas McKnight on November 15, 1826. 
McKnight served as Resident Sub-A.gent for the Superintendent of the United 
States Mines in the Upper Mississippi Lead Mine District until 1829 when 
captain Thorras c. Legate replaced Lieutenant Thanas as Superintendent. 
(Infonnation in above four paragraphs: Butterfield 1881:408~418) 

Although the area where Mineral Point now stands was obviously in the Upper 
Mississippi lead mine region, it was not in the Upper Mississippi Lead Mine 
District as the federal gover:nrrent defined that district fran 1824 to 1829. 
Even though Americans were living and mining in Mineral Point fran 1827 on, 
they were not under the jurisdiction of the Superintendent of the United 
States Mines in the Upper Mississippi Lead Mine District because Native 
Americans still claimed the land on which these Americans lived and "'°rked. 
The Bureau of Ordinance only had authority over ore-bearing or presunably ore­
bearing public danain lands. Mineral Point was ore-bearing, but it wasn ' t 
officially part of the public dorrain until all Indian claims to it had been 
extinguished. 

In November, 1804, in what is now St. Louis, Missouri, the United States had 
entered into a treaty with five self-styled representatives of the Sac and Fox 
Indians. By the terms of this treaty, Congress "purchased" its first tract in 
what is now southwest Wisconsin. Unfortunately, regardless of whether or not 
the representatives signing this treaty had the authority to rrake the cession 
for the tribe, the Sac and Fox did not have exclusive rights to all the land 
east of the Mississippi and west of Lake Michigan between the Illinois and 
Wisconsin rivers. The Ottawa, Chippewa, Pottawatanie and Winnebago also had 
rights to this territory. The federal gover:nrrent and new representatives of 
the Sac and Fox, however, ignored this technicality in the Treaty of 1815 
which reaffirmed the Treaty of 1804. Congress recognized the other tribes 
rights in 1816 in a treaty with the Ottawa, Chippewa and Pottawtanie. 

Because the Winnebago were not parties to this 1816 treaty and thus did not 
cede any of their rights to what is now southwestern Wisconsin, the federal 
goverrurent reserved all the country north of a line fran the southern end of 
Lake Michigan to the Mississippi for the Winnebago. When Congress arrended the 
northern border of the new state of Illinois to its current configuration in 
1818, Congress withdrew the southernrrost section of the land it had been 
reserving for the Winnebago fran the reservation and made the "dividing ridge" 
the official southern boundary of the reservation. The dividing ridge is a 
prominent , easily identifiable, east-west elevation in the prairie roughly 
paralleling the Illinois border fran west of the Fever River (the historic 
narre of the river which runs through Galena to the Upper Mississippi) to the 
West Branch of the Pecatonica (a part of which flows through Mineral Point). 
Physically locating the post-1818 Illinois border on the ground depends on 
translating such an abstract idea into concrete terms; even the federal 
government realized that asking either the concerned Native Arrericans, the 

..., 

'-" 

...., 



56 

American irnnigrants, or its own officials to honor this border was likely to 
create rrore problem.s than it solved. Consequently, fran 1818 until 1829 the 
government used the dividing ridge as the Illinois border for all intents and 
purposes and asked others to honor it as such. 

Thus, from 1824 until 1829 the Superintendent of the United States Mines in 
the Upper Mississippi Lead Mine District had authority over the five square 
leagues of public dare.in land irrmediately south of this ridge, including what 
are now the Wisconsin villages of Hazel Green and New Diggings. 

The same year that Congress designated the dividing ridge as the southern 
boundary of the Winnebago Reservation, Congress made Prairie du Chien (the 
newly designated county seat of the equally newly established Crawford County 
of the Michigan Territory) the headquarters for a new Indian Agency it 
created. The Indian Agent at Prairie du Chien was responsible, arrong other 
things, for protecting Winnebago rights as well as for ensuring that they 
abided by federal regulations governing their actions. The Winnebago 
reservation included the area where Mineral Point is located today. This 
reservation encorrpassed all the territory north of the dividing ridge (or the 
Illinois border insofar as it could be identified), west of the Upper 
Mississippi River, south of a line following the Black River to a point ne.r 
present day Medford and from there extending diagonally to near present day 
Tarahawk on the Wisconsin River fran where it follows that river south to the 
Fox River and on to Lake Winnebago, and east of a line fran Lake Winnebago to 
the source of the Rock River and fran there along the Rock back to the 
Illinois border. 

The establishment of the Prairie du Chien Agency did not herald the beginning 
of an era of irrproved American and Native American relations in area under its 
jurisdiction. Quite to the contrary, 1818 marked the beginning of a 
disastrous deterioration in these relations. This was not, however, the fault 
of the Indian agent at Prairie du Chien. Rather, the cause of the 
deteriorating relationship was a dramatic increase in American lead mining 
activity in the area. 

American mining opened up in Wisconsin in the late 1820s when the United 
States Army's Bureau of Ordinance began actively seeking lessors for public 
dare.in lead-bearing land in areas of northern Illinois imnediately adjacent to 
the Winnebago Reservation in the Michigan Territory's Crawford County. Those 
attracted by these lease-hold opportunities did not restrict themselves to 
land in Illinois or to land in the adjacent territories which was already in 
the public dare.in and on which Indian claims had already been extinguished . 
If mineral were present, the fact that it was government reserved land under 
the official jurisdiction of the Indian agent at Prairie du Chien rather than 
the Bureau of Ordnance's lead mine region administrator was a technicality 
rrost prospectors and miners and sane smelters ignored. Neither the 
Superintendent of the United States Mines nor the Indian Agent at Prairie du 
Chien could prevent digging for minerals outside the five leagues square of 
public doma.in land over which the Superintendent of the United States Mines 
had authority. 

Moreover, sane of the miners operating on Native American lands got the 
permission of the tribes on whose land they vJOrked and paid those tribes rent . 
Although rrost miners did not do this, all could claim that they did and the 
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government· was hard pressed to tell who was telling the truth as the records 
of theses transaction were irregular to say the least. Virtually none went 
through the Federal Indian Agency. The prospectors and miners wantonly 
disregarded Native American rights and treaties. (Information in the above 7 
paragraphs: Butterfield 1881:417-419 , Writers Program 1979:32-33) 

In 1827, the same year Americans first settled at what is now Mineral Point, 
the tensions caused by the many gr_ievances which had developed between 

.Americans and members of the Winnebago tribe culminated in the Red Bird 
Incident or Winnebago War, which lasted from June to September, 1827. Despite 
the continued and increasing presence of American prospectors and miners, the 
Michigan Territory lead mine region remained government reserved Indian land 
under the jurisdiction of Joseph M. Street , Indian agent at Prairie du Chien 
frcin the end of the Winnebago War until August 1, 1829; However, on that 
date, representatives of the Winnebago and the federal government signed a 
treaty by which the Winnebago ceded their land between the Wisconsin and Rock 
rivers and the Upper Mississippi and Sugar rivers to the United States . 

By the tenris of federal land law, the governrrent now had to begin the process 
of surveying the land in preparation for selling it at public auction . The 
government gave responsibility for this task to Surveyor General Micajah T. 
Wil liarns of Cincinnati. Wi 11 iarns was responsible for surveying all the land 
in the states of Ohio and Indiana and the Michigan Territory. He enployed a 
group of deputy surveyor generals to whom he let contracts for running 
boundaries of Indian treaty lands, exterior township lines, and subsequently ..., 
the subdivisions of these townships . Williams ensured that his deputies used 
very uniform methods . 

In 1830, Williams contracted with Lucius Lyons to survey and mark the ooundary 
of the Winnebago cession, to ascertain the northern ooundary of Illinois , and 
to continue the Fourth Principal Meridian northward from that state. All the 
1,700 six-mile square "Congressional" townships in Wisconsin are numbered frorn 
two lines called the principal meridian and the base line. The Fourth 
Principal Meridian extends from the Illinois border to Lake Superior at the 
rrouth of the Montreal River. Williams chose Lyons to detennine the exact 
location of the Fourth Principal Meridian from the Illinois border to lake 
Superior because Lyons had surveyed private land claims at Prairie du Chien 
and Green Bay and thus was familiar with the western portion of the Michigan 
Territory . 

In the fall of 1831, Williams appointed Lyons and John Mollett (who had helped 
Lyons locate the Fourth Principal Meridian the year before) to begin the 
survey of six-mile-square townships lying west and east of that maridian. The 
federal governrrent , through Surveyor General Williams, paid Lyons and M:>llett 
$3 per mile, from which they had to reimburse their men and meet expenses . It 
was on these tenns that,in 1832, Lycius Lyons , L. o. Bryan, and M. B. Smith 
came to the Mineral Point area to survey . They carpleted their Mineral Point 
area ~rk on April 17, 1832, within days of Black Hawk's return east of 
Mississippi, the event which precipitated the Black Hawk War. (Fiedler 
1973:47, smith 1973:188-189) 

Once Lyons had catpleted his initial 1830 survey of the boundary of the 
Winnebago cession, Mineral Point was no longer part of an Indian reservation. 
It had officially cane into the public danain. However, area residents 
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continued to be involved in carrying out the federal governrrent's 
responsibilities for Indian affairs. In 1837 Henry Dodge was the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Wisconsin Territory in addition to 
being its governor. In 1897, President William McKinley appointed William A. 
Jones, a Mineral Point resident since 1851, United States Comnissioner of 
Indian Affairs . Jones held this post until 1905. It was upon his return to 
Mineral Point that Jones had his large red brick, colonial revival hane on 
Ridge Street (215 Ridge St ., 29/14 ) designed and built . (Miners Free Press 23 
June 1837, Fiedler 1973 : 132) 

The 1829 cession of the Winnebago lands also rrarked the transition between 
Lieutenant Thoma.s ' and Captain Legate's tenures as Superintendent of the 
United State Mines in the Upper Mississippi lead mine region . Although, 
because of the cession, the official territory under Legate's control was much 
larger than that under Thomas', Legate's job was initially easier because 
there was no rrore anibiguity about whether or not the miners and prospectors 
were under his control . All the miners in the region were required to have 
federal mining permits and leases and all owed (but did not necessarily pay) 
rent to the federal authorities. Moreover, in 1830, the government reduced 
the arrount miners paid through the licensed smelters for their leases from ten 
percent of the mineral they mined to six percent . 

Unlike Thomas, Legate did not need a resident sub-agent in Galena. Legate 
apparently resided at Galena for the seven years he was Superintendent of the 
Upper Mississippi lead mine region. Legate did, however, have a resident sub­
agent in Helena from 1829 until 1833 and an Assistant Superintendent, captain 
John H. Weber, in Galena. Major William CcuTpbell, Colonel A.G. S. Wright, 
and R.H. Bell were also associated with the Superintendent ' s Galena office 
during Legate's tenure which lasted until 1836 . Also, in 1834 and 1835 , 
Captain Legate supervised George W. Featherstonhaugh's geologic survey of the 
Upper Mississippi lead mine region and the territory between the Missouri and 
St. Peter's rivers in what is now North and South Dakota . Fetherstonehaugh 
was a civilian geologist from England. (Information in the above 2 
paragraphs: Butterfield 1881:418-419,472, 475,831) 

During the first years of captain Legate's superintendency Lycius Lyons and 
John Mollett and their associates were still dividing the Winnebago cession 
into six mile square townships. By 1834 , they had carpleted enough of that 
job that the federal government could begin selling off sCJTe of the land 
between the Illinois boundary and the Fox and Wisconsin rivers at public 
auction . On July 26, 1834 , Congress established a group of new land offices 
to handle the sale of this and other newly surveyed pieces of the public 
domain. All of what is now Wisconsin fell in tv-10 of these ne-~ land districts: 
the Green Bay Land District and the Wisconsin Land District . Mineral Point 
was in the Wisconsin Land Dis t rict . The law stipulated that the Wisconsin 
Land District 1,JQUld embrace all the land in what was then the Michigan 
Territory north of the state of Illinois, south of the Wisconsin River, and 
west of a north south line running from a point just east of Fort Winnebago 
(now Portage, Wisconsin) and the Illinois line. (Butterfield 1881:496, Smith 
1973:190, Writers Program 1979:50,135) 

By this same act Congress decreed that the Land Office for the Wisconsin Land 
District v-10uld be in Mineral Point and appointed Darocrats John P. Sheldon 
Register and Joseph Eneix Receiver. Presumably part of the reason Congress 
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designated Mineral Point as the site of the land office was that it was the 
only county seat in the Wisconsfn Land Pistrict. Any transfer of land after 
its initial "entry" at the land office had to be "recorded" in the county 
register of deeds office in the county seat. Having the two offices and sets 
of records in the same town facilitated this process. Transactions at both 
federal land offices and county register of deeds offices had to be conducted 
at those offices, although the law did allow agents to act for absentee 
principals in both places. • 

"Entering" public land meant filing at the local land office the documents 
necessary to found a claim or a pre-errption right. A person founded a claim 
if he or she had purchased the land ~ta public, auction-type sale. Purchase 
at such public sales had been the only way a person could acquire public land 
until 1830 . In 1830, Congress passed the first pre-enption law. This law was 
intended to protect actual settlers fran having to carpete against non­
resident speculators in the public auction sales . It gave every person who 
cultivated any part of a quarter section in 1829, occupied the land in 1830 
and could file proof of such actions, the right to buy the subject land for 
the current minimum price of $1.25 per acre any tirre before the day fixed for 
the public sale of that specific portion of public land. 

• 
The 1830 pre-errption law expired in 1831 , but in 1834 (the year the Mineral 
Point Land Office opened and the first parcels of land in the Wisconsin Land 
District went on sale), Congress passed a second pre-enption law which allowed 
settlers who had cultivated any part of a quarter section in 1833, occupied 
that land in 1834 and could file proof of such actions, to buy the subject 
land for the goverrurent's still current minimum price of $1.25 before the day 
fixed for public sale of that land. 

The documents necessary to found a claim or pre-enption right (regardless of 
the pre-e.rrption law on which that right was based) were basically the same. 
They usually consisted of an affidavit of the claimant's right to enter , a 
fonnal application for the land, and the payment of the noney required. Once 
these documents had been filed at the local land office and inscribed on its 
records, the General Land Office in Washington, D.C. \IX)Uld issue a patent for 
the land. Recording a subsequent transfer of land rreant filing at the county 
register of deeds office official copies of the records inscribed at the local 
land office (copies which could only be secured at the local land office) , a 
bill of sale or transfer, a fonra.l application for the recording, and the 
payment of the recording fee. 

Tu.o weeks after Congress established the Wisconsin District Land Office in 
Mineral Point, on July 7, 1834, President Jackson proclaimed that the first 
sale at the Mineral Point Land Office \IX)Uld take place on November 10, 1834. 
He further decreed that at that sale all the land (exclusive of land reserved 
for schools and other purposes, mineral bearing land, and land necessary to 
the mining industry) west of the Fourth Principal Meridian \IX)Uld care onto the 
market. Thus, all land not identified at that tirre as mineral-bearing land or 
land necessary to the mining industry or land reserved for schools or other 
purposes in what is now Grant County was to go on sale on Novanber 10, 1834. 
Once the President had made this announcenent, the Mineral Point Land Office 
began processing pre-errption rights to the land available for sale in the 
November sale area. While they were doing this Sheldon and Eneix had to have 
the actual Mineral Point Land Office built. By October, 1834 , they had a 
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srra.11 front gable, frame building erected (not extant). It sat on the south 
side of High Street, just west of 318 High St. During that first sumner and 
fall Sheldon and Eneix sold fran this building (and terrporary spaces they used 
until it was done) over 14,000 acres at the one large public sale and in the 
preceding pre-errption sales and ensuing so-called private entries they allowed 
after the pre-errption arid public sales were over. 

By law, Sheldon and Eneix could not sell any government land not covered by a 
pre-errption right privately until it had been first offered it at a public 
sale. So, they read descriptions of all the non-pre-errpted land west of the 
Fourth Principal Meridian at the sale but refused to accept bids on the land 
reserved for schools and other purposes, mineral bearing land, and land 
necessary to the mining industry (that is, timbered land). Ctice the public 
sale was over, they accepted private entries on the land they had refused to 
accept bids on if the application was accarpanied by the affidavits of two 
people saying that no lead had been discovered on the tract applied for and 
that no smelter occupied the land . Unfortunately, Sheldon and Eneix did not 
demand that the signers of these affidavits be disinterested parties. 
Consequently, based on fraudulent affidavits, Sheldon and Eneix sold sane 
mineral bearing land. 

• 
They sold other mineral-bearing land because the President's proclamation said 
that the Register of the Land Office should withhold fran sale only lands on 
which lead mines or diggings were noted on the official federal survey maps 
and any other tracts of land which "satisfactory evidence, adduced to the 
Register of the Land Officer prior to the date of the sale" sho\,.Jed contained 
lead mines. Lyons and Mollett's surveys only identified land as mineral 
bearing land if mines or diggings had been observable fran the surveyed 
section lines at the time of their survey. Consequently, areas in which the 
mineral began to be extracted after their survey crews had passed through and 
rrany areas being mined in the interior portions of surveys were not noted on 
the government maps. Given the vested interests of the local residents few 
adduced to the Register of the Land Office, prior to the sale, satisfactory 
evidence that other land bore lead. (Writers Program 1979:135, Fiedler 
1973:photo caption following page 52, Butterfield 1881:496, smith 1973:190) 

The rrore lead bearing land that Sheldon and Eneix sold, the greater the 
difficulties captain Legate and his staff encountered in collecting rent fran 
miners who had not been able to purchase their land. Miners virtually stopped 
taking government leases. It was easier and cheaper to purchase the land fran 
the General Land Office, without mentioning the lead found on it, than to 
lease it fran the Army's Bureau of Ordinance. 

Within a few rronths of his initial land sale proclamation, President Jackson 
issued a second proclamation decreeing that all the land (with the same 
exceptions) in the Wisconsin Land District east of the Fourth Principal 
Meridian (that is, the portion of the Land District including all of what are 
now Iowa, Lafayette, and Green counties as well as the western portion of Dane 
County and the extreme southwestern portion of Columbia County) should be 
offered for public sale in September, 1835. During the remainder of 1834 and 
the first three-quarters of 1835 Sheldon and Eneix processed pre-E!IT'()tion 
rights on land in this new sale area and conducted t\t.O public sales fran the 
Mineral Point Land Office, one on September 7 and the other on September 21, 
and then allowed rrore private entries to be made after that. 
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Although these pre-errption, public and private sales included the land arolll1d 
Mineral Point, they did not include the land within the village itself. Most 
of the residents of the village of Mineral Point remained technically 
squatters until 1837. Congress had devised the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the 
related federal land laws to deal with the disposition of large blocks of 
undeveloped land, not city lots. The minimum lll1it of land purchasable under 
these laws in 1836 rerrained 160 acres. 

Congress made provisions to rectify this situation insofar as it related to 
Mineral Point on July 2, 1836, by passing a law calling for the Surveyor 
General to lay off a ffi3.Ximum of 640 acres (or one square mile} in Mineral 
Point and Fort Madison in what is now Wisconsin, Burlington, Bellevue, and 
Dubuque in what is now Iowa, and Peru, Illinois , into lots, streets, and 
avenues in conformity with existing settlement patterns. Although the law 
required that the just rights of the settlers be respected, it also decreed 
that inner town lots could not exceed one-half acre and limited outer lots to 
four acres while setting a minimum purchase price of $5 per lot. The people 
already occupying the lots could purchase their claims, up to a ffi3.Ximum of one 
acre, at a rate of $10, $20, or $30 per 40 acres depending not on the 
improvements they had put on the lot but on the situation of the lot and its 
eligibility for business purposes . (Butterfield 1881:652 ) • 

In accordance with this law, Surveyor General Lytle hired Garret F. Vliet to 
survey the existing village of Mineral Point. Although Vliet's was the first 
official survey of the village, it was not the first survey of the village . 
In 1835, Charles Bracken, a professional surveyor who had begun surveying for 
the Galena firm of Clopton and Van Matre in 1828 but who was by 1835 an Iowa 
County, Michigan Territory, resident, conducted the first survey of an area of 
about 80 acres now within the corporate limits of the city. As none of this 
land was then availabie for saie, Bracken's survey was not recorded either 
with the Bureau of Ordnance's lead mine region administrator in Galena, the 
Registrar of the Mineral Point Land Office, or the Iowa Colll1tY, Michigan 
Territory, Registrar of Deeds Office in Mineral Point. 

Vliet's 1837 survey was, on the other hand, recorded in all of these places . 
Vliet had completed his work and the Wisconsin Territory certified his plat of 
Mineral Point on September 5 , 1837 . As soon as the rrap was available to the 
specially appointed Board of Catmissioners authorized to process pre-enption 
claims within Mineral Point, John F. O'Niell entered his claim on lots 97, 98 , 
and 110 which contained his already existing house. Within the next 25 days, 
82 other Mineral Pointers entered their claims to town lots. Then there was 
about a year and a half hiatus. 

Vliet's survey covered nowhere near the entire 640 acres allotted to the 
village by the federal law of 1836; it covered only the areas of densest urban 
occupation . By 1838, the Surveyor General for the Wisconsin and Iowa 
Territories was no longer a distant figure as Williams of Cincinnati had been 
in 1829 . In 1838 , George Wallace Jones of Sinsinnawa Mounds 'Has Suzveyor 
General of the two territories and acutely aware of the need for all of 
Mineral Point to be surveyed. He hired c. c. Harrison to conduct a 
supplemental survey of Mineral Point . Harrison did this work in the spring 
and surrrner of 1839. 
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The first entry against this survey was Andrew Crowgay's claim for lot 130 
(now a vacant lot on the comer of Chestnut and West Coomerce Street), entered 
on July 19, 1839. Fran then until August 30 , 1839, 42 other individuals made 
entries representing the claims of 83 people . This was possible because 
squatters who had inproved their lots could sell or assign their rights to 
others . Speculators bought these rights and assembled- larger parcels fran the 
rights of several claimants who had left the area. Once these initial 126 
claims had been made, pre-enption claims dropped off drastically. Only 10 
made entries in 1840 and no entries were made in 1841, 42, 43, 44, or 45. 
After the mineral reserved lands came on the market on May 24 , 1847, entries 
picked up again dramatically until all the surplus town lots laid out in the 
two surveys were taken . (Information in the 4 paragraphs: Butterfield 
1881:653-654) 

While all this was happening, captain Weber was Superintendent of the U.S. 
Mines in the Upper Mississippi lead mine region. Assuming the post sanetirne 
before November, 1836, he remained in this office until 1841. Although he 
exercised little authority, Weber did supervise a second geological survey of 
his district. Dr. David Dale <Men was the geologist in charge of this study. 
Although the government published his report in 1839, it had little irrpact on 
actual events. While Weber was Superintendent of the U. s. Mines in the Upper 
Mississippi lead mine region even rrore miners than in the last years of 
Legate's tenure in the same job refused to pay rent to the federal government , 
and Weber did little to enforce payment . For all practical purposes, the 
office of the Superintendent of the U.S. Mines in the Upper Mississippi lead 
mine region had ceased functioning by 1840. 

After the inauguration of President Harrison, in 1841, the federal government 
atterrpted to revive the office of Superintendent of the United States Mines in 
the Upper Mississippi lead mine region. Special agent H. King arrived and 
began investigating the office's policies and procedures . He imnediately 
rescinded the policy of having the licensed smelters withhold the government's 
rent fran the arrount they paid the miners for their ore and charged the 
Superintendent's office with collecting the government's rents directly fran 
the miners. King also rerroved captain Weber fran office and replaced him with 
a newly arrived imnigrant to the region, John Flannagan . Assisted by an 
associate named Walter Cummingham and a clerk named Courroddy, Flannagan 
atterrpted to collect rent fran the miners by instituting a number of law 
suits. Flannagan, however, carpranised his own suits by taking whatever he 
could get in cash fran the individuals in arrears on their rent. 
Flannagan apparently did not turn this rroney he collected over to the federal 
government. In 1843, not coincidentally the same year in which the 
cattnissioner of the General Land Office exonerated Sheldon and Eneix of wrong 
doing and returned the Land Office to Mineral Point, the Secretary of War 
instituted. an investigation of Flannagan ' s activities. Within days of the 
Anny's investigator, captain Bell of St. Louis, arriving in Galena, Flannagan 
was dismissed. 

Following an interim presided over by Major Thanas Melville of Galena, the 
Secretary of War appointed a new superintendent, John G. Floyd, in 1844. 
Floyd, too, atterrpted to collect rents . Local pressure resulted in his 
rerroval fran office in 1845. His successor, James A. Mitchell, did little in 
his tenure. Meanwhile on July 11, 1846, Congress passed a law allowing the 
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sale of reserved lands in Illinois, Arkansas, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Until 
January 11, 1847, every person who had mined in 1845 and who occupied the mine 
site on July 11, 1846, and could file proof of such actions, could purchase 
the legal subdivision containing that mine for the minimum price of $2.50 per 
acre. However, after January 11, 1847, no further pre-errption claims could be 
entered lliltil the relevant land offices had offered for public sale all tract 
or tracts of land containing a 1tJOrking lead mine or mines. On March 3, 1847, 
Congress changed this act by providing that any one in possession of a mine 
discovered prior to that date, who 1tJOuld pay the same rents as those who held 
leases from the Secretary of War, could purchase the lands these mines were on 
in 40 acre tracts prior to the day of the sale for $5 per acre . AB a 
consequence of these acts, in 1847, the government also discontinued the 
off ice of Superintendent of the United States Mines in the Upper Mississippi 
lead mine region . In 1847 and 1848 the Mineral Point Land office sold all the 
reserved mineral lands under its jurisdiction for $2 . 50 per acre. 

The closure of the Superintendent ot the United States Mines' office and the 
sale of this land did not end federal government involvement in Mineral Point. 
The Mineral Point Land Office continued to operate until the land in its 
district was reduced to 100,000 acres subject to private entry. Then the 
Secretary of the Interior was forced by statute to close the office and • 
transfer the remaining unsold lands in the district to the nearest land office 
for sale from there . 

Post Office 

Although the federal government did not establish mail service in Mineral 
Point until 1829, mail travelled through the surrounding area as early as 
1818. That year Congress authorized a federally appointed postli'aster at 
Prairie du Chien. In 1826, mail service rroved even closer the as yet 
unsettled site of Mineral Point. The federal government established a post 
office in what is now Galena, Illinois, on June 4 of that year. From then 
until the spring of 1828 mail arrived at and departed from that post office by 
steamboat on an irregular semi-rronthly schedule in the s1J11t00r. No mail 
arrived or departed that office in the winter during these years. However, 
between 1828 and 1832, when the Blackhawk War interrupted carrier services, 
mail service at that post office was regular and year round. Service resumed 
on a similar basis as soon as the war ended. (Butterfield 1881:406, Writers 
Program 1979:40) 

However, long before that, mail from the Galena Post Office began to be 
carried to the new settlement at what is now Mineral Point. The first 
settlers in Mineral Point made their way there from Galena and that carmunity , 
about 35 miles away, remained their link to rrore settled society until the 
late 18 30s. In 1828 and 1829, when merchants such as Erastus Wright, John F. 
O'Neill , John B. Terry, and John D. Ansley bega,,~ operating in Mineral Point 
they became the natural "unofficial" mail carriers . These men and their agents 
traveled routinely to and through Galena in the process of converting the ore 
mined in Mineral Point into the supplies needed in the carmunity . 

In 1829, Mineral Point got its first official ·post off ice, and it was probably 
located in one of the early stores in the cornnunity . In 1834, .John D. Ansley 
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was appointed Postrraster. Ansley located the Post Office in his store on 
Ccmnerce Street at the foot of Fountain Street , as was the practice in the era 
before the erection of post office buildings. Ansley's store was an 
unofficial rrail center even before it became the Post Office largely because 
his contacts with Galena were perhaps the nost extensive of all the Mineral 
Point mercha~ts at the time. (Fiedler 1973:49, Butterfield 1881:701) 

Since Postrrasters were political appointments, they changed as quickly as the 
Presidents changed . In August, 1836, William T. Henry replaced Ansley as 
Mineral Point's Postrraster. Henry noved the Post Office into a log house near 
Jerusaiern Spring. But by August, 1837 , he had noved the post office into what 
became known as "Bevin's Old Stand . " (Butterfield 1881:624, 701, Miners Free 
Press 11 August 1837) 

In 1841, Isaiah T. Lathrop was appointed Postrraster. Lathrop used a portion 
of his building, the Franklin House, as the Post Office . But in 1845, the 
Postrraster became Henry Plownan, editor of the Mineral Point Free Press. He 
rroved Post Office into a wing of his hane which was located at that time on a 
corner of Chestnut Street and Jail Alley. (Fiedler 1973:83, Butterfield 
1881:701) 

• Four years later, Mineral Point got another new Postrraster. Joseph Smith 
rroved the Post Office to the back of his book and confectionery store, which 
stood in the vicinity of 231 High Street. Through Smith's voluntary actions 
as Postrnaster, for a short period of time during 1849, Mineral Point residents 
received their rrail daily. (Butterfield 1881:701-702) 

In 1853, Stephen Thomas became Mineral Point Postmaster. Thomas noved the 
Post Office into the Miller Building in the vicinity of 259 High Street. It 
was during Thomas' administration that a stage coach began delivering mail 
between Mineral Point and Warren, Illinois three times a week. The coach 
service was terrporary until the Mineral Point Railroad connected with the 
Illinois Central Railroad at Warren . (Fiedler 1973:113, Butterfield 1881:701) 

In 1861, John Hollingshead became Mineral Point's new Postmaster and noved the 
post office to the east half of the old "Root House" located on the public 
square. The county had used this building for offices fran 1843 until 1859. 
During Hollingshead's reign, a mail route between Mineral Point and Avoca was 
established. When Philip Lawrence became Postmaster in 1868, he kept the Post 
Office in the "Root House" for a while before noving it into the offices of 
the Mineral Point Tribune (Louisa Miner Bldg, 151 High St ., 14/10) . Philip 
Allen, Jr. became Postrraster in 1873. Unlike his predecessors, Allen did not 
feel irrpelled to rrove the Post Office. He kept it in the location Lawrence 
had chosen. The Post Office remained at that location through 1908 . 
(Butterfield 1881:701, Sanborn-Perris ~iaps) 

In September, 1912, the Post Office withdrew its mail contract with the 
Mineral Point and Northern Railroad and reintroduced horse-drawn stage coaches 
to haul the mail. It was also during this time that the Post Office noved to 
a new location. By 1915, the Post Office was at the Otis-Hendra Building (229 
High Street, 43/7), and by 1919, it offered free mail delivery. (Writers 
Program 1979:150, Sanborn-Perris Map for 1915) 
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Construction started on a new Post Office building (269 High St., 43/17) in 
1925. However, the contractors did not complete the building until 1927. 
This building has served continuously as Mineral Point's federal post office 
ever since . (Writers Program 1979 : 173) 

Once the fed.eral government completed its new Post Off ice building in 1927, 
federal activity had very little direct impact on Mineral Point building stock 
before the end of the of the study period, that is, before 1940 . The rrost 
notable exceptions were the municipal pool (206A Copper St. 26/6) and the road 
and bridge projects that were part of the federal government's Works Projects 
Administration (WPA projects) . 

Territorial Government 

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 set up the territorial system which allowed 
the gradual incorporation of land outside the original 13 states into the 
United States . Territorial status, however, came alirost as slowly as the rule 
of law to the area where Mineral Point is now. Congress recognized that t~ 
area rerrained British in sentiment, trade. and actual occupation in 1796 when 
it rrade the eastern part of what is now Wisconsin part of the Northwest 
Territory ' s giant Wayne County but left the rest of the area now included in 
the state unorganized for four irore years. It was only in 1800, 13 years 
after the passage of the Northwest Ordinance, that Congress made all of what 
is now Wisconsin part of the Indiana Territory. (Butterfield 1881:604-605) 

Still cognizant of British sentiment, trade, and occupation of the area, the 
Indiana Territory provided few administrative and protective services in what 
is now Wisconsin in the nine years before Congress again reorganized 
t erritorial lines . The Indiana Territory limited itself to appointing a few 
area res idents as militia officers and justices of the peace. 

In 1809. Congress rra.de rrost of what is now Wisconsin part of the Il 1 inois 
Territory. The rrain governmental actions in what was to become Wisconsin 
during the nine years rrost of the area was part of the Illinois Territory 
centered arolL~d the War of 1812 and the establishment first of Fort Shelby and 
then its successor Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien and Fort Howard at Green 
Bay as perrranent professional military frontier outposts. However, these 
battles and forts were far from what is now Mineral Point so none of this had 
any local irrpact. 

Things began to change, however, in 1818. That year Congress admitted the 
southern part of the Illinois Territory to the union as the state of Illinois. 
In a related action, Congress incorporated all of what is now the state of 
Wiscons in in the Michigan Terr!tory. This incorporation marks the true 
beginning , 31 years after the passage of the Northwest Ordinance, of the 
imposition of American government on the area where Mineral Point is now. The 
real .Americanization of the area in sentimental, social, cultural, 
intellectual, and economic terms as well as in actual occupation also began at 
about this time. 
In 1834, Congress greatly increased the 1 irnits of the Michigan Territory by 
adding to it a large area west of the Upper Mississippi : the area fran the 
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northern boundary of the state of Missouri to southern boundary of Canada 
between the Upper Mississippi and Missouri and White Earth rivers now 
carprising the states of Iowa and Minnesota and the eastern portions of the 
Dakotas. In the subsequent reorganization of the Michigan Territory, the 
territorial legislature divided its trans-Mississippi lands into two counties, 
bringing the total of Michigan Territory counties west of Lake Michigan to 
six. Governor Porter then ordered the sheriffs of each of these six counties 
to take the first census of Michigan Territory residents living west of Lake 
Michigan. This census was necessary so the governor could determine the 
appropriate number of delegates each county should have in the territorial 
legislature . (Butterfield 1881:35-36,623) 

In 1835, that portion of the Michigan Territory east of Lake Michigan adopted 
a state constitution, formed a state government, and requested admission to 
the Union. Upon the state's admission, the territory's area west of Lake 
Michigan became, by default, the Michigan Territory. In October, 1835, this 
redefined Michigan Territory elected its first representative to Congress, 
George Jones of Sinsinnawa Mounds. In January, 1836, Jones got bills 
introduced creating the Wisconsin Territory. President Jackson signed the 
resulting Act on April 20, 1836, and the law went into effect on July 3, 1836 . 

• President Jackson appointed Henry Dodge governor of .the new Wisconsin 
Territory and Johns. Horner secretary of the Territory . Robert Dougherty, 
Iowa County, Michigan Territory, Justice of the Peace, administered their 
oaths of office to them in Mineral Point on July 4, 1836. Dodge opened a 
temporary executive office in Mineral Point (location unknown). The 
territory's government operated out of these offices until October 25, 1836, 
when the legislature opened in Belrront, the Territory's terrporary capital . 
(Fiedler 1973:54-55, Writers Program 1979:59) 

Before the legislature could open in Belrront however Governor Dodge, as 
Michigan .Territory Governor Porter in 1834, had to have the sheriffs of each 
of the six counties west of Lake Michigan take a new census. Again as in 
1834, this census was necessary so the governor could apportion the members of 
the territorial legislature arrong the counties. In this 1836 count, Iowa 
County Sheriff De Seelhorst found that between July and September, 1836, Iowa 
County had 5,234 residents, alrrost exactly twice the number it had just two 
years before. The 1836 census figures still show Iowa County as having alrrost 
half the population of the territory between Lake Michigan and the Upper 
Mississippi River. As a result Governor Dodge gave Iowa County 3 of the 13 
members of the Council (the upper chamber of the new territorial legislature) 
and 6 of the 26 representatives to the territorial House of Representatives 
(the lower chamber of the new legislature}. (Butterfield 1881:42-43) 

In June, 1838, Congress separated that part of the Wisconsin Territory west of 
the Upper Mississippi River fran the Territory and made it part of a newly 
organized Iowa Territory. Congress and the territorial government then 
reorganized the Wisconsin Territory. On September 14, the courthouse in 
Mineral Point served as a polling place for voters to choose one person to 
represent the territory in Congress, two members of the territorial council 
five members to the House of Representatives, and one county cannissioner. As 
of August, George w. Jones remained the Wisconsin Territory's representative 
in Congress. After the election, James Doty represented the Wisconsin 
Territory in Congress while Jones was the new SUrveyor General of the 
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Wisconsin and Iowa Territories. Other appointed officers of the Territory 
remained the same as they had been before reorganization. Except for 
President Van Buren's early 1837 replacement of John S. Horner with William B. 
Slaughter as Secretary of the Territory, these officers were the same as they 
had been since the July 1836 creation of the Wisconsin Territory . There had , 
however, been sane turn over since 1836 in the gubernatorially appointed 
positions of territorial Attorney General, United States District Attorney, 
Surveyor C-eneral and United States Marshal. Mineral Pointers had at times 

. served in all these posi tions as well as in the territorial legislature which 
as of November, 1838, began meeting in Madison, the new capital of the 
reorganized Wisconsin Territory. (Miners Free Press 7 August 1838, 14 August 
1838 , Writers Program 1979:68,84-85, Butterfield 1881:46-47) 

Regardless of the Mineral Point's pivotal role in early territorial Wisconsin 
and the prominence Mineral Point residents played in Wisconsin's later 
territorial pericxi, very little of Mineral Point's building stock reflects it . 
The only extant buildings known to be associated with this period are the 
Mineral Point houses of several of the individuals praninent in territorial 
government. One of the rrost irrportant is the Moses Strong House (525 Fountain 
Street, IA 32/22). 

• 

State Government 

The rrovement towards statehood began at the time of the 1838 reorganization of 
the Wisconsin Territory, a rrove which itself followed the creation of the Iowa 
Territory and Congressional separation of the area west of the Upper 
Mississippi River frcm the Wisconsin Territory . The House Ccmnittee on 
Territories reported out favorably a bill to establish a state government for 
Wisconsin. However, the bill progressed no further in the federal legislative 
process during that session of Congress. 

Between 1841 and 1846 Wisconsinites voted alrrost annually on the desirability 
of statehood. Each time they rejected the prospect of statehood in favor of 
the federal assistance and low taxes that came with territorial status. 
However, the tide of popular sentiment began to turn in 1846. By then the 
population of the territory far exceeded the 60,000 necessary for statehood 
and resident s had begun to perceive the area ' s lack of internal irrprovements 
as a hinderance to further econcmic and population growth. So, when Congress 
passed enabling legislation in 1846, local residents convened a Constitutional 
Convention alrrost irrrnediately . 

Four of the members of this convention were Mineral Point residents: Moses 
Meeker, William R. Smith, Moses M. Strong, and Daniel Parkinson. Strong was 
the rrost influential member of the council. The voters, however, rejected the 
cons ti tution developed by the delegates to this convention. The delegates to 
the Constitutional Convention of 1847-1848 drafted a new constitution which 
did prove acceptable to the voters in an ~.pril 1848 election. Congress 
ratified the local voters' approval of statehood. without delay and Wisconsin 
entered the Union on May 24, 1848. 

For the first time, voters in Wisconsin elected their governor, rrajor state 
officers, Congressional representatives , and a bicarreral legislature that 
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enacted legislation without federal review. The new state also inherited 
about 500,000 acres of public danain land to be sold by the state with the 
proceeds used to fund internal improvements as well as land grants to support 
public education. Nelson Dewy of Lancaster became the first governor of the 
new state of Wisconsin and Henry Dodge, long time resident of the general 
Mineral Point area, was elected one of the state's first t~ U.S. Senators . 
However, theirs was the last administration dominated by residents of the 
region of •.-Jhich Mineral Point was a part, although from time to time Mineral 
Pointers continued to play prominent roles in state gover:nmant (for exarrple , 
in 1850, Moses Strong was elected speaker of the assembly in the third state 
legislature). 

The social , political, intellectual, and economic ascendancy of the lead mine 
region over the rest of the state began to wane in 1848. This decline, 
relative to the rest of the state, was never reversed. The farming, 
ccmnercial, and industrial interestp towards the Lake Michigan shoreline took 
over leadership of state gover:nmant . Mineral Point residents did rally to 
take a rrore prominent place in state government in the mid 1850s . In the fall 
of 1854 Mineral Point Republican cadwallader C. Washburn was elected to 
represent the second district of Wisconsin in the U.S. Congress and the next 
fall Mineral Point Dem:>crats David W. Jones ( 311 High St. , 23/28) and Wi l lJ.arn 
R. Smith were elected Wisconsin secretary of state and attorney general 
respectively. Washburn was re-elected to Congress in 1856 and 1858 as was 
Jones as state secretary of state in 1857. Washburn did not run for re­
election to Congress in 1860 because he no longer resided in the district . He 
had rroved to Lacrosse in 1859. 

In 1861, Amasa Cobb (107 Dodge St., 27/9), Mineral Point's Republican state 
representative, was elected speaker of the state assembly. In 1862 , Cobb was 
elected to represent the Mineral Point area in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Cobb was re-elected Mineral Point's Congressman in 1864 , 
1866, and 1868. In 1870, Cobb had to give up his Congressional seat because 
he, too , no longer lived in the district. He rroved to Nebraska in 1870. 

The decline of Mineral Point's importance in the state is reflected in the 
fact that few of its residents held political offices of statewide repute 
after the Civil War. Although rrost residents did not realize it until the 
1930s, Mineral Point's heyday was over by the 1850s . The Mineral Point zinc 
boom which began in 1860 never equaled the earlier lead mining in either 
national or regional tel.'lM. Although locally a very irrportant industry into 
the 1920s, zinc production did not put Mineral Point in the ranks of 
Wisconsin's or the nation's rrost economically successful camunities in this 
period as lead production and land speculation had in the 1820s and 1830s . 
As was the case with territorial government, very little of Mineral Point's 
building stock that relates to Wisconsin state government is extant. The only 
buildings known to be associated with pre- 1940 state government in Mineral 
Point are the hanes of several of the Mineral Point residents who played 
prominent roles in state government. 
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County Governm:mt 
\ 

In 1818, Michigan Territory Governor Lewis Cass organized what is now 
Wisconsin, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and eastern Minnesota into 
counties for the first time. He included every square foot of the Michigan 
Territory west of Lake Michigan, even that still claimed by Native Americans, 
in one of three counties . He left no land, no matter how unsettled or wi ld, 
"unorganized." The land which later came to be occup ied by the City of 
Mineral Point became part of ,Crawford County, Michigan Territory. Prairie du 
Chien became that county's seat. cass appointed three cornniss ioners and a 
sheriff to administer the county. 

In 1827, the year that the first Americans settled in what is now Mineral 
Point, Governor Cass replaced the comnissioner system of government for 
Michigan Territory counties with the county-town system. Territorial 
officials subdivided Crawford County into a number of towns. These towns were 
not villages or small cities, but large areas resembling what other states 
call townships . The towns Cass instituted must not, however, be confused with 
U.S. government townships, that is the 6 mile square units of land measure 
dictated by the prov1s1ons of the Land Ordinance of 1785 . Although the 
federal government had not yet surveyed all of the Michigan Territory and . 
divided it into U.S. government townships by 1827 , territorial officials coul d 
and did divide the entire area of each Michigan Territory county into several 
irregularly shaped towns. 

}ill 1827 territorially defined town generally encompassed primarily wilderness 
or fannla~ds but often included several concentrations of population. 
Representatives of each town in each county fonned a county board responsible 
for adminis tering the county . Thus, from 1827 until 1830, the rrost local unit 
of government serving the collections of log cabins and huts growing around 
the Jerusalen Spring and near the Government Spring at Mineral Point was a 
Crawford County Town. However, when the territorial officials established 
this town in 1827, Mineral Point was so small and so irrpermanent a place that 
it was not even made the center of i t s town's government. 

Things were quite different, however, by October 9, 1829, when Michigan 
Territory divided Crawford County into two parts . The Territorial Legislature 
separated all the lead-bearing lands south of the Wisconsin River in what are 
now the states of Iowa and Wisconsin from Crawford County and organized them, 
effective as of January 1, 1830, as Iowa County. The law decreed Mineral 
Point \A.IOuld be the county seat for this new county, if a specially appointed 
three man carrnission did not select another place to serve as the county seat. 
As discussed above, although the comnissioners made an abortive atterrpt t o 
have Helena designated Iowa County seat, Mineral Point did indeed becare the 
seat of the new county. Prair i e du Chien remained the county seat of Crawford 
County . (Fiedler 1973:i0 l, Butterf ie ld 1881:38) 

Both counti es retained the county-town syst em of local government . The 
special comniss ioners divided the new Iowa County into five towns or 
precincts : Pecatonica, Blue Mounds, Fever River , Platte, and Wisconsin . 
Under this arrangement Mineral Point became not only the county seat of IovJa 
County but also the administrative center of the Town of Pecatonica. This 
town encorrpassed a much greater area that t he present city . The Iowa County 
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Board, carposed of representatives of each of the county's five towns , held 
its first annual ~eting in Mineral Point in May , 1830. 

When Congress established the Territory of Wisconsin in 1836, Iowa County 
along with all the other counties in the territory abandoned the county-town 
system of local government. The territorial enabling legislation decreed that 
each county in the new territory adopt the cannissioner fonn of governrrent . 
Unlike m::>st Wisconsin counties , Iowa County kept this cannissioner fonn of 
government until 1861 when the state mandated a three person board of 
supervisors administer each county. In 1869, the legislature enacted a law 
requiring that each county be re-divided into towns and that the town chainnan 
of each town serve as supervisor of a county board. This system of county 
government remains in place in Iowa County today . 

On July 3, 1836, Iowa County, Michigan Territory, reorganized as Iowa County , 
Wisconsin Territory, with the same boundaries as it had before . With a 
population of 5,234, Iowa County was hane to alm::>st half of the total 
population of the new Wisconsin Territory in the surnrer of 1836 . Therefore, 
on December 8, 1836, the new territorial officials cut off the western part of 
the county, including those portions now in the state of Iowa, and organized 
it as a new county, Grant County . By the same act, the territorial • 
legislature detached the eastern part of Iowa County and rrade it parts of Dane 
and Green counties . (Writers Program 1979:60, Butterfield 1881:510) 

In 1846, the territorial legislature further reduced the size of Iowa County . 
It cut off the southern portion of the 1836 county to fonn LaFayette County. 
This left Mineral Point in the far southern portion of the redefined Iowa 
County . Dodgeville, eight miles north of Mineral Point, was now nore 
centrally located in the county . Beginning nine years later, in 1855, 
Dodgeville residents used this fact as the basis for a protracted struggle to 
get the county seat noved fran Mineral Point to Dodgeville. {See Historical 
overview) 

After the county seat was perrranently rroved to Dodgeville, the question 
remained open as to who owned the Mineral Point courthouse. Both the city and 
county claimed the property . The issue was not settled until May, 1868, after 
seven years of litigation, when the city bought out the county's interest. The 
city used the building to house its local offices until 1915. {Fiedler 
1973:109-110, Writers Program 1979:113, Butterfield 1881:519-520) 

County Legal services 

During the early years of settlement , Prairie du Chien was their judicial 
center. The Crawford County justice of the peace, Nicholas Boilvin of Prairie 
du Chien, was the official responsible for holding the first legal hearings on 
any violation of law in Mineral Point. But, Prairie du Chien's pivotal 
criminal justice system role for Mineral Point began to wane on October 9, 
1829. On that date, the Michigan Territory divided Crawford County into two 
parts. The territorial legislative council separated all the lead-bearing 
lands south of the Wisconsin River in what are now the states of Iowa and 
Wisconsin fran Crawford County and organized them, effective as of January 1, 
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1830, as Iowa County, Michigan Territory . (Fiedler 1973:54-55,102, 
Butterfield 1881:658) 

Within weeks residents of the area destined to becare the new county met in 
Mineral Point and determined who they wanted President Andrew Jackson or 
Governor Cass, depending on the position being filled, to appoint to Iowa 
County's criminal justice system of: ices. President Jackson appointed Robert 
Dougherty of Mineral Point Justice of the Peace for Iowa County. Dougherty 
retained his position through at least 1836 . In 1829, as a result of the 
local resident's petition, Governor Cass appointed James P. Cox Sheriff for 
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the county which would cane into existence on January 1, 1830, and Henry Dodge "-' 
Chief Justice of the Iowa County Court which would also come into existence on 
that date. (Fiedler 1973 :54-55,102 , Butterfield 1881:658) 

On April 2, 1830, President Jackson signed into law a Congressional bill 
authorizing the Additional Court for Western Michigan Territory to add Mineral 
Po int as Iowa County's new county seat to the places it held court each year . 
The President rrade Levi Sterling the Deputy Clerk of the United States 
District and Ci rcuit Court . Because he held that position, Sterling also 
served sim~ltaneously as Deputy Clerk of the Henry Dodge's Iowa County court . 
Judge Doty of Green Bay remained the presiding judge of the additional cou.rt. IC;.,;J 

Congress decreed that this court would meet in Mineral Point each October, 
however, it left securing a specific place for the court to meet in Mineral 
Point up to the territorial officials. At their first meeting in May, 1830, 
the Iowa CoW1ty Board rented James Scantlin ' s house (location unknown) for all 
the necessary courts to meet in . (Fiedler 1973:102, Writers Program 1979:49, 
Butterfield 1881 : 508,623, Smith 1973:308) 

The Iowa County Board also had to provide a jail in Mineral Point. At its 
Cctober 18, 1830, meeting in Mineral Point, the board bought a small building 
(not extant) for $50 frcm George B. Cole for use as a jail. However, the 
bu i lding· was in poor repair and the supervisors had to pay another $50 to have 
it repaired . Eve.~ with all this work on the structure, by 1831, the 
supervisors found themselves needing to build a new jail . The residents of 
Mineral Point tore down the old jail in May , 1832, to use the logs in the 
blockhouse of Fort Jackson . (Fiedler 1973:103 , Writers Program 1979:34 , 38, 
But terfieid 1881 : 508-509) 

The first Iowa CoW1ty Courthouse was erected in 1835-36. Mineral Point 
residents subscribed $575 toward the construction. The resulting building, 
located on the village square, was a 24 foot square , two story square-timber 
hewn log structure with a i,.JOOd shingle roof . Encased winding stairs connected 
the two f loors. The first floor had e ight foot ceilings, while the second 
floor only had seven feet of clear space . Both floors had 1 1/4 inch oak 
plank fl ooring over oak joists and sleepers. The first floor courtroom 
contained a judges' bench elevat ed two feet from the level of the floor, with 
steps leading to i t, a seven foot long table for the lawyers and the clerks of 
the courts, and seats for the jury. A window ope.ned into this room. Plank 
partitions div ided the second floor into four rooms, two of which had one 
window each . The ceilings of these upper rooms were also plank. One of the 
upper floor roans also had seats for the jury . The nearby jail was an even 
smaller log building with one room on the ground floor. The one window in 
this room had iron bars. (Miners Free Press 23 June and 28 July 1837, Writers 
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Program 1979:47,51 , 62,76-78, Fiedler 1973:5,56,67,83,104-105, Butterfield 
1881:514) 

In April, 1838, the Iowa County ccmnissioners made plans for irrproving their 
1836 log courthouse. Abner Nichols got bids for putting lath and plaster on 
the walls on both floors and wainscotting with a chair rail on the lath and 
plaster walls, lath and plaster on the ceiling of the first floor , weather 
boarding on the entire exterior, battened shutters for the upper roans, and "a 

-good neat bar and jury benches and boxes" in the first floor roan. The 
conmissioners apparently did not see any need to inprove the jail . (Fiedler 
1973:105, Writers Program 1979:85, Butterfield 1881:46) 

In 1842, the comnissioners decided to build an even rrore inpressive stone 
courthouse (not extant) . On July 28, 1842, they awarded a contract to build 
their new courthouse to Eleazar Smith and Michael carson, low bidders . The 
coomissioners agreed to pay Smith and carson together $6,150, and Smith and 
carson agreed to have coopleted their work by June, 1843. As substantially 
carpleted in 1844 the buff limestone building was two stories high with a 
straight pitch roof and an i:rrpressive pediment facade. Five steps led to a 
front porch fronted by colurms two stories high. A cupola sunrounted the 
porch roof. However, it was not until 1857 that the contractors finally ~g 
the bell in the cupola. Despite this fancy facade, the entire building was 
not equally irrposing. The jail on the northeast corner of the first floor was 
made of hewn timbers with iron plates. (Writers Program 1979:6,85,106, 
Fiedler 1973:106-107 , Butterfield 1881:514-515,680,692) 

When Wisconsin became a state in 1848 , the criminal justice system retained 
much the same fonn as it had in territorial Wisconsin. There were supreme, 
circuit, probate and justice of the peace courts. All the officers of each of 
these courts were elected, rather than appointed , officials. Each county also 
had its elected sheriff , district attorney , and coroner . (CUrrent, 1876:189) 

Mineral Point, rroreover, rerra.ined, as it had been for nearly 30 years , the 
judicial center for Iowa County . But, since the territorial legislature had 
reduced the size of the county in 1846, the town now was in the far southern 
part of the county. Beginning in 1855, Dodgeville began trying to wrest 
county seat status away fran Mineral Point. Six years later, following a 
bitter and hotly contested struggle , the voters of Iowa County rroved their 
county seat to Dodgeville. In May, 1868, the city of Mineral Point bought out 
the county's interest in the old courthouse-jail and assl.llTel full title to it , 
using it as a city hall . (See Historical overview) 

In 1881 , the city rerrodeled the old courthouse as part of its city hall 
irrprovements. However, after 1915, when the city tore down the old county 
courthouse-city hall, no court rooms per se existed in Mineral Point. The new 
municipal building as carpleted in 1915 included no court rooms but had a 
small city jail in the basement. (Butterfield 1881:278, Writers Program 
1979:155, Information fran Serena Nelson) 
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Local Governrrent 

From 1827 , when the first Americans settled in what is now Mineral Point, 
until 1829, when Michigan Territorial authorities created Iowa County, local 
government consisted of being in a Crawford County town. This unit of 
government was not, however, very active despite the fact that it had a 
representative on the county board which met periodically in Prairie du Chien. 

After Congress established the Wisconsin Territory in July, 1836, the county­
town system ceased to exist in the new territory. The .rrost local level of 
goverrurient having jurisdiction over Mineral Point was Iowa County. However, 
on December 6, 1836, the Wisconsin Territorial legislature provided an 
alternative for those areas of counties which wished to retain sane rrore local 
government. It passed a law entitled "An Act to Incorporate the Inhabitants 
of Such Towns as Wish to be Incorporated." Unincorporated towns differed from 
incorporated towns or boroughs in t0at towns like counties carre into existence 
at the behest of the territoriai government to perfonn territorial services in 
a local area while boroughs came into existence at the behest of their 
inhabitants to perfonn total services, not just those specifically delegates 
to it by the territorial legislature . 

• 
Boroughs did rrore, provided rrore government services, than towns. Boroughs 
offered transportation and corrmercial services not offered by towns. Most 
particularly in late 1836 a~d early 1837 at the height of the land speculat ion 
mania, burroughs could issue notes, that is print rroney, backed up by the 
rroney the incorporated town anticipated receiving from the sale of public 
domaih land within its boundaries. Buroughs could skip one step that rrost 
other land owners had to go through. They did not have to borrow bank notes 
on the property they ov-med in order to invest that expected profit. All a 
burroughs had to do was print notes up to the arrount it expected to receive 
from future land sales. This was very attractive during the land speculation 
rrania. 

On March 18 , 1837--six rronths before the federal government put the first 
Mineral Point town lots up for sale--a large number of the 600 or so white men 
over the age of 21 who had resided in Mineral Point six rronths or rrore met at 
Abner Nichols' Mansion House (not extant} and decided to opt for incorporated 
town status . On March 21 this group reconvened and elected five trustees for 
this first civic government: Abner Nichols, Oliver P. Williams, Francis 
Vi.vian, John D. Ansley, and Thomas McKnight. These trustees then elected 
McKnight president of this Board of Trustees and appointed D. G. Fenton Clerk 
of the Board. The next day the board held its first official meeting, further 
establishing local government by appointing two assessors, Parley Eaton and 
Joseph Galbraith; a tax collector, Thomas Denson; and a treasurer, David W. 
Jones . With its March 25, 1837 , appointment of A. N. Mills as constable, the 
board completed its task of establishing a new local government. The board 
held these early meetings at a variety of places, including their own hanes. 
By June, however, it had acquired a town hall (location unknown) and secured 
access to the county jail for Constable Mills . Mills needed the use of this 
facility because in May the Mineral Point Board of Trustees began passing 
ordinances for the preservation of peace and good order . (Butterfield 
1881 :664-665, Writers Program 1979:62,71, Fiedler 1973 :61) 
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In 1839 or 1840 Mineral Point residents dissolved the borough corporation and 
the comnunity reverted to its unincorporated status as the Mineral Point 
precinct of Iowa County. However, within four years the residents of Mineral 
Point again sought the total services which an organized local government 
could provide. On February 11, 1844, an act of the Wisconsin territorial 
legislature incorporated Mineral Point as a vUlage. In a March 4, 1844, 

• election, 157 Mineral Point voters decided 80 to 77 to accept this charter. 
Later in the rronth the voters of Mineral Point elected Francis J. Dunn, former 
Secretary of the Wisconsin Territory , their first village president. They 
also elected Francis Vivian, William Bennett, G. B. Morrison, and John Carter 
as the villages first trustees, J . Bowen its first clerk, and William Prideaux 
its first treasurer . As village treasurer, Prideaux had control of the rroney 
accruing from the sale of town lots in addition to the usual duties of that 
office . At this same late March, 1844, election the voters of Mineral Point 
also selected a village assessor and three village constables. (Fiedler 
1973:6,62,79,85, Writers Program 1979:71, Butterfield 1881:680) 

On July 26, 1856, residents met at the courthouse and decided to change from 
village to city status. A comnittee , coo-posed of Judge Sam Crawford and 
Mssrs. Clary, Messrrore, Allen and Squires, drafted a city charter which the 
voters of Mineral Point accepted . On March 2, 1857, Mineral Point • 
incorporated as a city with a ma.yor and six aldermen, three from each of the 
city's two wards. That portion of the city west of Chestnut Street, north of 
Front Street from Chestnut to Wisconsin Street, and that west of Wisconsin 
Street south of Front Street constituted the First Ward, while the portion of 
the city east of this line formed the Second Ward. All the voters of the town 
were eligible to vote for the ma.yor, a school superintendent, a treasurer, a 
police justice and ma.rshall . However, only the voters residing in that ward 
could vote for that ward's three aldermen, its justice of the peace, 
constable, and assessor. 

The city held both the at-large and ward elections annually on the first 
Monday of May. The Cormon Council coo-posed of the ma.yor and the aldermen 
appointed the city clerk, city attorney, and the street ccmnissioner. On 
March 28 , 1858, the Wisconsin legislature, acting at the request of a ma.jority 
of the city's voters, amended the city's charter, eliminating the police 
justice position and enpowering the ma.yor to perform these duties or appoint a 
substitute to do so. This act also replaced the individual ward assessors 
with one city assessor elected at-large and ma.de one of each ward's three 
aldermen an annually elected at-large official . The legislature further 
amended particulars in the city charter on March 17, 1859, and March 9, 1860. 
(Inforrration in the 2 paragraphs above: Writers Program 1979:107 , Butterfield 
1881:693-694) 

In the fall of 1860 and spring of 1861 G. L. Frost wrote a whole new city 
charter. He left the boundaries of the city the same , but ma.de a few changes 
in the time and manner of electing officers. This charter also created a 
municipal court with the ma.yor acting as municipal judge. This charter went 
into effect on March 2, 1861, just four rronths before Iowa County totally 
vacated the Mineral Point courthouse. Once the county rroved out, the city 
took over the facilities even though ownership was not fully resolved for over 
six years . City offices occupied the second floor of the old courthouse while 
the city council roan, and the city jail shared the first floor of the 
courthouse and the adjoining "Root House" with a dwelling, a law office, W.T. 
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Henry's Bank and the post office. The city council took over the main room of 
the first floor of the old courthouse. 

In 1881, the city rerrodeled the old courthouse which it had been using as a 
city hall for about 20 years. After the turn of the century the age of the 
facilities eroerged as an issue. The old courthouse, which the city had, by 
1900, occupied for nearly 40 years was over 60 years old. Many changes in 
building use and technology had occurred in those years. For exarrple, central 
heating, indoor plumbing, and electric lighting had become standard for urban 
office buildings. None of these had been envisioned when the county built the 
old courthouse, thus the facilities to handle them were add-ons. Writers 
Program 1979:155) 

On March 11, 1907, the Mineral Point city council resolved to build a new 
municipal building for a cost not to exceed $40,000 . In May of that year the 
counci 1 cal led a special elect ion to allow the electors of the city to decide 
whether or not the city should borrow this $40,000. Obviously the referendum 
passed, as in SeptE?J11ber the council authorized the borrowing of the rroney. 
unfortunately, the state was not able to loan in to them from the state trust 
fund . So, the council dropped the project. (Fieldhouse 1989:1) 

• 
Five years later, on ~.ay 7, 1912, the council resurrected the idea. The city 
held another referendum on the question of borrowing $40,000 for five years to 
build a new municipal building. This referendi..un also passed. On November 6, 
1912, the council voted to take down the old courthouse-city hall and hire E. 
Wisen, contractor, to build a new city building at the west end of the lot 
where the old structures stood. On December 6, 1912, the council interviewed 
two architects: Frank Kerrp of Beloit and H.J . Hansen of Monarch Studios in St . 
Paul, Minnesota. They decided to hire Hansen as architect for their new 
building . His contract , .stipulating a fee of 3% of the construction costs, 
wen t into effect on February 10, 1913. He had his design completed within 
less than a rronth, for on March 3, 1913 , the Mineral Point City Council 
rejected all the bids they had received for the construction of their new 
building . The next day, March 4 , 1913, the Mineral Point City Council decided 
to terminate its agreement with Mr. Hansen . 

On April 30, 1913, the council interviewed two new architects: Leinheimel of 
Platteville and Edward Stark of Madison . On May 6, 1913, the council hired 
Stark and his partner, Louis Claude to serve as the new architects for the 
project. Claude and Stark had their bid packages done in less than two 
rronths , for on July 21 , 1913, the council opened the bids for the construct ion 
of the new Mineral Point municipal building. Both bidders, Ed Donahue and J . 
D. Hughes & Sons, proposed to serve as not only the construction contractors 
but also as the heating and pli.nnbing contractors. The council accepted 
Donahue 's bid of $40,217 . By August 5, 1913 , Thomas Ellery had laid out the 
foundation for the new building . 

In October , the city council began investigating the kinds of brick they 
wanted used on the west all of the new building . Construction was far enough 
along by December 14, 1913, that the council hired Mr. Schmit as a general 
superintendent to oversee the construction . On January 14, 1914, the council 
accepted bids for furnishing the new building. The council decided to have 
Mr. Langley of the Wollanger Manufacturing Corrpany supply the furnishing 
including 728 opera chairs for a total $4 ,060, rather than have Mr. Smith of 

....,; 
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HaY\',IC)0(1 Brothers and Wakefield do the same for $7,195. On February 13, 1914 , 
the council accepted Mr. Mork of Twin City Service Corrpany's bid of $1,612 for 
stage equipnent and scenery. On April 7, 1914, the council decided to use the 
space on the east side of the new municipal building for parking. In October, 
1914, the city began the process of rroving into the new facilities (137 High 
St. , 14/7) . 

The city council chambers and the city clerk's office occupied the second 
floor of the structure, while the theater and library took up the first floor. 
When corrpleted the pressed brick and Bedford limestone structure had cost the 
city $65,000 to construct . The building was dedicated and opened to the 
public on February 9, 1915 . It continues to function as city council chamber 
and city office, a theater, and public library to this day. (Infonnat ion from 
the above 5 paragraphs: Fieldhouse 1989:1, Writers Program 1979:172 , Fiedler 
1973:140) 

Fire protection is one of the few government services which is provided alrrost 
entirely by the local government . By Wisconsin law, only cities over 4,000 
must have fire departments. The law sinply gives smaller cities the right to 
have a fire department if they so choose. Technically, the City of Mineral 
Point has not availed itself of this option. Fire protection in Mineral P~int 
is still provided by a volunteer fire department, that is, an independent fire 
corrpany. Technically , such a fire carg;:iany is an organized private non-profit 
corporation. Fire departments, such as those required in larger cities, are 
usually staffed by full-time professional fire fighters and are legally 
recognized divisions of city government. 

Today ' s Mineral Point Volunteer Fire Department serves not only the city of 
Mineral Point , but also five townships in the surrounding countryside. In 
1989, the corrpariy has 32 regular members and 16 honorary members who have 
retired but still respond to calls when the coilpany is short handed. 

According to local history sources , one of the first acts of the village 
government in 1844 was to buy fire-fighting equiµnent consisting of ladders 
and buckets, but like many comnunities, local citizens found fire protection 
in the cornnunity wanting. In 1847, a meeting was organized to establish a 
fire company, but apparently it was unsuccessful for the Mineral Point 
Tribune, in 1848, called for organizing a fire carpany . In 1849, another 
atterrpt to fonn a fire coopany was begun, but again, it must not have been 
successful, since in 1850, the newspaper lamented the fact that Mineral Point 
had no fire coopany. (Wisconsin Tribune 15 October 1847, 2 June 1848, 9 
February 1849, 16 February 1849, 11 January 1850, Butterfield 1881:680-681) 

In November of 1860, after Mineral Point became a city, a hook and ladder 
company was officially or ganized, but was apparently not very effective. Fire 
services remained casual until the major downtown fire of 1897, when the lower 
half block on the south side of High Street from Vine to Chestnut Streets 
burned. The newspaper reported that the fire was fought by crude methods, and 
that better equipnent might have contained the fire to one building. This 
incident was used in the cornnunity to support a permanent volunteer f ire 
department with good equipnent. (Mineral Point Tribune 6 April 1897 , 
Infonnation from Serena Nelson) 
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A fire corrpany building was constructed in 1900 at 145 High Street (14/8). In 
the mid-1940s, a new building next to the Municipal Building was erected for 
the fire station (137A High St . , 20/4). These are the only significant extant 
resources associated with fire protection in Mineral Point. The fire 
department currently has rrodern facilities elsewhere in the comnunity. 

Military Affairs 

State Mi 1 it ia 

In 1802, Indiana Territory Governor Wi_lliam Henry Harrison appointed the first 
militia officers in what is now southwest Wisconsin . Officers in all militia 
in the period were generally politically appointees with a. prirrarily symbol ic 
function. The m1its they "ccmranded" were generally filled with the local 
middle class and social elite. However, General Harrison apparently intended 
local militia rather than his units of the nation's standing army to serve as 
the first line of defense in the thinly populated frontier environment of what 
is now southwestern Wisconsin. The three officers Harrison appointed were .• of 
course, residents of Prairie du Chien rather than Mineral Point as no 
settlement had yet occurred there. 

Between 1822 and 1827, Airerican mining activity in the Upper Mississippi River 
lead mine district increased dramatically. Because many of these prospectors 
and miners disregarded Native American rights and treaties , many grievances 
developed between miners and members of the Winnebago tribe in particular. 
Tensions escalated in June, 1827 . On June 28, 1827, Chief Red Bird and four 
braves attacked a fann three miles from Prairie du Chien killing several 
settlers. TvJo days later 37 warriors attacked a keel boat on the Upper 
Mississippi at the rrouth of the Bad Axe River, killing several rrore Americans. 
Beginning in July, lead region residents arose to defend themselves against 
what they feared would be an Indian war. The locally organized "militia" was 
active rrainly in August, patrolling the countryside looking for signs of 
hostiie Indian activity. By September 3, 1827, the "war" was over. 

The militia, which the territorial officials and the army nade official by 
taking it into the field with them, outlived the war. Henry Dodge, a well-to­
do 45 year old inmigrant from the Missouri lead district, arrived in the Upper 
Mississippi district within days of the Red Bird Incident. Because he l,<X)n 
fame as an Indian fighter during the War of 1812 and had subsequently served 
as a Major General in the Missouri militia, Dodge took carmand of the rrounted 
Upper Mississippi lead mine district volunteers. 

Under Dodge's continued leadersh ip , the militia became a political as well as 
military force. It represe.~ted the interests of lead miners in what are now 
the states of Wisconsin and Iowa . The militia ' s lobbying with the federal 
government influenced the relatively rapid arrival of the August 1, 1829, 
treaty by which the Winnebagos ceded to the United States all of their 
territory between the Wisconsin and Rock rivers. It also probably had on 
influence in the territory's October 9, 1829, decision to split Crawford 
County into two parts with the part south of the Wisconsin River being the 
area ceded to federal government by the Winnebagos only two rronths before and 
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dcminated by lead mine interests beccming the new Iowa County. As soon as the 
Michigan Territory separated Iowa County out of Crawford County, residents of 
the newly defined county elected Henry Dodge colonel of the new county's 
militia. Dodge held this position throughout the Black Hawk War of 1832. He 
only left the position in 1833 when he left the county to go on frontier duty. 
(Writers Program 1979:33, Butterfield 1881:422,465,604) 

The 15-week Black Hawk War was clearly the high point of the militia's history 
as a military unit . Black Hawk was the leader of a group of Sac and Fox 
Indians. In 1804 a group of self styled leaders of the Sac and Fox peoples 
had sold Sac and Fox rights to their land in what is now Southwest Wisconsin 
to the federal government and the federal government and other Sac and Fox 
leaders had reaffinned this sale in 1815. An 1824 treaty intended to 
reconcile the growing friction between the Sioux and the Sac and Fox again 
confirmed the Sac and Fox's cession of their lands in what is now southwest 
Wisconsin. 

On June 30, 1831, the American military forced the Sac and Fox to again 
reaffirm this cession. The Rock River Treaty of 1831 was signed by tribal 
leaders on Rock Island, Illinois, under terrific duress. It was never 
ratified and thus never had any legal standing. However, in April, 1832, ~his 
was the treaty that the local military authorities claimed they were enforcing 
when they denied Black Hawk and his followers the right to reside in their 
village on the Rock River in what is now Illinois. In response Black Hawk led 
his people north into the tribe's traditional lands between the Rock and 
Wisconsin rivers. He contended that both the initial 1804 sale and the 1814 
and 1824 reaffirmations of that sale of these lands were not legitimate and 
binding on the Sac and Fox because the Sac and Fox representatives who had 
rrade the deal did not have the authority to do so and that the 1831 was nor 
binding as it was both signed under extreme duress and not ratified by the 
Senate of the United States. Moreover, he was fleeing a considerable force of 
armed men. 

Early in May, 1832, as soon as word reached the Wisconsin lead region of Black 
Hawk's rrovements north, Henry Dodge, acting as head of the Iowa County 
militia, called a defense meeting in Mineral Point. The meeting sent Daniel 
M. Parkinson south into Illinois to find out what was going on. When he 
returned with word that nearly 1,000 men, women, and children were following 
Black Hawk and that they were headed in the general direction of Mineral 
Point, local fears escalated. Dodge raised a carpany of 27 volunteers and 
headed off to intercept the enemy before they reached the lead mine district. 
Reaching Dixon's Ferry within a few hours of Major Isaiah Stillman's May 14 
defeat at the hands of the Indians, Dodge and his carpany returned to what is 
now southwest Wisconsin urging all those in their path to "fort up." Settlers 
enthusiastically constructed 15 stockades in what is now the Wisconsin portion 
of the old lead mine region including Fort Jackson at Mineral Point (not 
extant, but probably an historic archeological site). (Butterfield 1881:480) 

John and Matilda Hood donated the northernrrost part of their lot (itself 
encorrpassing parts of both lots 30 and 31 on the Vliet Survey) at what is now 
the corner of Fountain and Carrnerce Streets as a site for the stockade in 
Mineral Point. Their only request was that the fort be named for President 
Andrew Jackson. The stockade, which the residents of Mineral Point built on 
the site extended about 75 feet frcrn the south wall of what is now 224 
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Ccmnerce Street to what is now.Fountain Street. The perfectly square building 
faced east, towards the hill from which the residents were extracting their 
mineral. The miners and militia mambers began building by excavating a ditch 
around the entire perimeter of the proposed fort . The men then sharped one 
end of logs taken from nearby woods and from other log structures already 
standing in town . They placed the logs, sharpened end down, side-by-side in 
the ditch and filled in around them with soil until the series of posts were 
finnly E?IPbedded in three feet of earth. Inside the resulting wall, they 
spiked slabs or puncheons over openings. At the southeast corner of the fort, 
that is at the corner of what is now Fountain and Comnerce Streets, a 
blockhouse and sentry box projected over the palisades. A similar structure 
extended over the walls at the northwest corner of the fort. The designers 
positioned the two entrances to the stockade in the corners below these 
blockhouses and sentry boxes. The massive timber gateway at the Fountain and 
Corrrnerce Street corner of the fort was its ma.in entrance, while the gate at 
the northeast corner of the stockade was much srraller. Several cabins buil t 
to house the garrison and their families sat in the center of the 
approxirnately . 8 of an acre area enclosed by the palisades . (Butterfield 
1881:480, Writers Program 1979:38 , Fiedler 1973:35-36) 

On June 6, less than a rronth after Mineral Point's residents erected Fort • 
Jackson, the Indians struck their first direct blow. in what is now Wisconsin . 
Sane Sac killed James Aubrey near Fort Bluerrounds. Less than a week later 
Colonel Dodge and some of his militia men traveled south to Ottawa, Illinois, 
where on June 11 they met with General Henry Atkinson, ccmnander of the 
regular federal troops activated for the campaign against Black Hawk. Three 
days later, on the same day that Dodge and his party returned to what is now 
Wisconsin at Gratiot's Grove and disba..~ded, a band of Indians killed four or 
five settlers near Fort Hamilton . 

By June 16, Dodge had reassembled enough men from the neighboring forts so 
that along with the garrison at Fort Hamilton he was able to lead a detachment 
of 29 men from that fort to discover why a riderless horse splattered with 
blood had run into the stockade. They found the body of a Gennan settler 
named Apfel and pursued and overtook the 17 Sac Indians who had killed him. 
In the ensuing skinnish, known as the Battle of the Pecatonica, Dodge's men 
wiped out the entire band while suffering three casualties themselves and one 

. ,wounded. Decisive as this victory was, it did not end hostilities in the 
area. 

On June 20, another srrall band of Indians killed tv-JO members of the Fort 
Bluerrounds' garrison in full view of the stockade. wnen Colonel Dodge, who 
was at Fort Union at the time, heard of these events he hastily gathered 
another troop and headed after the attackers. Passing Fort Bluerounds on June 
24 he tracked the party as far as the Sugar River before giving up the chase. 
Simul t aneously on June 24 , the main band of Sac and Fox under Black Hawk's 
personal comnand unsuccessfully attacked a fort just across the Illinois 
border at Apple River, 14 miles east of Galena, while other bands killed 
several men near Kellogg's Grove and Sinsinawa Mounds. Dodge, rushing off to 
this ma.in action to the south, sent word to Fort Jackson that he needed a 
group of rrounted volunteers to come to the assistance of the Fort Bluerrounds 
garrison. Captain John F. O'Neill comnanded the 20 volunteers fran the 
Mineral Point garrison who went to the aid of the garrison at Fort Bluerrounds . 
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However, O'Neill and his men only stayed in the Blue Mounds area a day before 
returning to Mineral Point. 

On June 27, 1832, General Atkinson's 1,000 regulars supplemented by nearly 
3,000 volunteers began pursuing Black Hawk's main group as well as the sma.11 
marauding bands into which Black Hawk had divided his warriors, allowing them 
to strike swiftly at widely scattered points and then disappear into the 
wilderness. The five corrpanies of .militia under Dodge's corrrrand joined 
Atkinson's forces near what is now Wiota about July 1. The portion of 
Atkinson's forces including Dodge's men caught up with Black Hawk's main band 
on July 21 about 35 miles northeast of Mineral Point along the banks of the 
Wisconsin River near present day Sauk City. In the ensuing Battle of 
Wisconsin Heights, Black Hawk and about 50 braves held off Atkinson's troops 
whiie the women and children crossed the river. The next rrorning the 
starving, illness ridden, derroralized Indians set off for the Mississippi 
River while the American troops rroved west along the other side of the 
Wisconsin River. Atkinson's army finally crossed the Wisconsin River further 
west at Helena, catching up with the by-now helpless, starving Indians as they 
were trying to cross the Mississippi River between Prairie du Chien and 
Lacrosse. (Information in the above 4 paragraphs from: Writers Program 
1979:41-42 , Fiedler 1973:45) • 
Although the Iowa County militia continued to exist after the war, it was not 
active. It was not until about ten years after the federal governme..nt began 
constructing the Military Road that Mineral Point residents organized a new 
local militia unit, the Dragoons and Miners' Guard. Theodore Rodolf was 
Captain of this 1844 or 1845 unit with A.W. Paris First Lieutenant and William 
T. Henry Second Lieutenant. Initially about 100 men belonged to the unit, but 
after the unit adopted expensive uniforms, rrore than half the members dropped 
out . Although the men had to supply their own uniforms, the territorial 
governor provided them with their accoutrements and Enfield muskets . Between 
1845 and 1848 this Guard unit appeared in full dress uniform and packing all 
their equiµnent at rrost public gatherings in Mineral Point. However, when so 
many people, especially young rren, began leaving the area to seek gold in 
california, the Miners' Guard disbanded. (Butterfield 1881:682) 

In May, 1860, when the prospect of a war between the states arerged, the Guard 
was reorganized. The first officers of the reorganized Miners' Guard were 
captain F.cl Devlin; First Lieutenant F.cl M. Bliss; Second Lieutenant Thanas w. 
Bishop; Sergeants Eugene F.arly, William w. La Fleiche, Joseph J. Davey, and 
William H. Wren; and Corporals Cornelius Janes, George Harris, John Lanyon, 
and F.clwin Andrews. The unit appeared, fully anned and equipped on June 9, 
1860 . Following the April 12-13, 1861, Battle of Fort Stnnter, 70 additional 
men joined the Miners' Guard. Under its new captain, T.S. Allen, the unit 
becarre the first organized unit in the State of Wisconsin to volunteer for 
active duty. Succeeding in short order, the unit enrolled as carpany I of the 
Second Wisconsin Regiment. 

In May, 1861, Coopany I gathered at the old courthouse, marched to the public 
square and boarded wagons that took them to Madison by way of Arena. In 
Madison they were quartered at carrp Randall before shipping out to Virginia 
where members of the unit first saw combat in the July 18-21, 1861 , Battle of 
Bull Run. The Corrpany saw much action throughout the South during the course 
of the next three years. The men did not return to their hares 'W'ltil July 2, 
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1864, although various individuals did return to Mineral Point sooner. On the 
day the whole unit return the Mineral Point Brass Band met them a mile from 
town and escorted them to the United States Hotel . Alexander Wilson 
officially welcomed the returning veterans on behalf of the citizens of 
Mineral Point . (Butterfield 1881:545-546,553, Writers Program 1979:118) ~ 

In September , 1861, captain L. H. Whittsiey formed a second company which he 
called the Fanrers Guard. On enlistment , the company became Corrpany E of the 
Eleventh Regiment a~d departed for Carrp Randall before serving in various 
parts of the South, including at the Battle of Vicksburg in M..ay, 1863. On 
September 4, 1865, the men mustered out at Mobile, Alabarra, and the next day 
left for home. In October, 1861, Levi Sterling, U.S. Marshall and Iowa County 
Sheriff in the 1830s , obtained a Captain's coomission and authority to raise a 
cavalry company. He opened a recruiting office in H.P . George's store 
(location unknown) in Mineral Point . Yet another company of volunteers fomed 
at the old courthouse in August , 1863. (Butterfield 1881:547-548 , Writers 
Program:118) 

• 

Related ProQerties Mentioned in the Text 

PROPERTY ADDRESS/MAP CODE DATE 

William A. Jones House 215 Ridge St. (29/14) 1906-07 
Ol d Post Office location 151 High St. (14/10) 1874-75 
Old Pos t Office location 229 High St . (43/7} 1857, 1892 
Swimning Pool and Bath 

House 206A Copper St. (26/6) 
Moses Strong House 525 Fountain St. (32/22) c . 1840,1866 
David W. Jones 311 High St . (23/28) c.1845 
Amasa Cobb 107 Dodge St. (27/9) c.1845 
Mineral Point Municipal 

Building Opera 
House and Library 1.37 High St. (14/7) 1914 

Mineral Point Fire Co. Bldg . 145 High St . (14/8) 1900 
Mineral Point Fire Station 137A High St. (20/4} mid-1940s 
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CHAPTER VIII INDUSTRY 

Introduction 

The lead and zinc mining industries daninated historic industrial develo:i;:.rnent 
in Mineral Point fran the earliest settlement of the area in the mid­
nineteenth century to the Great Depression of the 1930s. In fact, only a few 
industries unrelated to mining got off of the ground in Mineral Point . This 
is probably not because Mineral Point lacked resources for other industries, 
it is rrore likely that mining was so lucrative , and so obvious, given the 
abundant natural minerals occurring there, few entrepreneurs were rroved to 
establish other industries in the canmmity. That does not mean that other 
industries did hot exist in Mineral Point, only that rrost of them, with a 
couple of exceptions , were not as successful or as significant as lead and 
zinc mining. 

There are few extant historic resources associated with industry in Mineral 
Point . Most of the buildings and structures associated with mining were not 
maintained after that era ended. Buildings associated with other industri~s 
have also been lost . Many industrial buildings are seen as difficult to adapt 
to new uses, and quickly fall to the wrecker . This seems to have been the 
case in Mineral Point . Of the few extant resources , the rrost significant are 
related to mining and brewing in the coornunity. These resources will be 
discussed under the thematic headings of Lead and Zinc Mining and Brewing 
later in this chapter. The remaining resources will be included in a brief 
discussion of other historic industrial develo:i;:ment in the city . 

Like all early settlements in Wisconsin, some of the earliest industrial 
activity included blacksmithing , carriage and wagon making, and other small 
shops like harnessrrakers, boot and shoe rrakers, and tin shops. While these 
activities can be technically called industrial , in rrost early Wisconsin 
cornnunities, they were rrore associated with c~rce than with industry. 
These srrall shops were alrrost always located in central or downtown business 
districts and never progressed beyond the srrall shop size. They produced 
comnercial goods that were eventually made in large factories elsewhere and 
sold in stores. Therefore, any significant small shop activity in Mineral 
Point will be discussed in the carmerce chapter of this report . 

Industrial Overview 

One of the first industries to develop in Mineral Point other than mining or 
brewing was a small foundry and machine shop operated by the Lanyon family. 
William Lanyon established the business in 1849 and built a shop on Ccmnerce 
Street. The building at 105 Cornnerce St. (15/12) is a ra:mant of this 
business. In 1867, the business ITOved to newer quarters in downtown Mineral 
Point , at the corner of Fountain and Vine Streets (not extant). At this time , 
William Lanyon's sons, John and Josiah, took over the business and called it 
J. Lanyon & Brother. The foundry and machine shop specialized in 
rranufacturing and repairing mining-related machinery . In the 1870s , they 
invented new stone and ore crushers and were successful in marketing them to 
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railroad and mining corrpanies. Between 1894 and 1900 the foundry and rrachine 
shop at Fountain and Vine Streets was derrolished . (Butterfield 1881:702; 
Sanborn-Perris Maps 1894,1900) 

In the historical overview. the era between the lead mining boom and the zinc 
mining boom is referred to as the ''Middle Years ," a period of economic decline 
in Mineral Point, as lead mining ebbed, and zinc mining was just beginning. 
During this slow period, several industries tried to get off of the ground in 

the city. In 1853. a grist mill was erected, but the water power was poor and 
supplementary power was needed to run . it . It was srrall, and built to serve 
the local farmers. Known as the S. J. Wright Flour Mill in 1884, it 
disappeared by 1889. (Butterfieid 1881:702 ; Sanborn-Perris Maps 1884.1889) 

In 1856, a plow works was started , but it closed after oniy two years. 
A.~other short-term industry was a tannery, established in 1859 , and closed 
soon after. In 1860, William Lanyon & Co. established another srrall flour 
mi 11 in town. It closed about two years later. Between 1866 a11d 1872, a 
sash, door, and blind factory also operated in Mineral Point . All historic 
resources related to these businesses have disappeared . (Butterfield 
1881:702) 

• 
Industrial diversity during the "Middle Years" i.-;-as largely unsuccessful. Only 
industries related to lead and zinc mining and the two srrall breweries in town 
achieved some success. The late nineteenth century boom in zinc mining and 
processing in Mineral Point spurred on several new industries at the turn of 
the century. Two of the:;e industries were established in 1891. The first was 
the Mineral Point Woolen Mill. The mill had a capacity to produce 500 yards 
of flannel goods a day to send to Chicago customers. The second industry was 
the Mineral Point Linen and Fiber Company. Both corrpanies erected medium­
sized industrial buildings in Mineral Point, but by 1900, both plants were 
clcsed . The Linen and Fiber Company was erected across the street from the 
Mineral Point Zinc Corrpany . At the time of its closure, the zinc corr-pany was 
expariding, and by 1900, it had taken over the Linen and Fiber Corrpany's plant 
for i ts suifuric acid production facility . All of the resources associated 
with these industries have disappeared from the city. (Crawford 1913 :203-204 ; 
Sanborn-Perris Maps 1894 , 1900) 

By 1900, the Mineral Point Zinc Corrpany dominated industry in Mineral Point , 
and oniy a few other industries were established in the conmunity in the early 
twentieth century . Around 1900, the Kelley Corrpany, a srrall asbestos products 
company , erected a small plant in Mineral Point. It closed soon after, 
sometime before 1915. Other small industries established in Mineral Point 
during the early twentieth century included creameries , a rrachine shop, and a 
canning factory. But these industries were not large enough or successful 
enough to help the cc..mnunity recover from the decline in zinc mining in the 
1920s and the Great Depression of the 1930s. The resources associated with 
these industries are either not extant or have none of their historic 
appearance intact except for the Gellinger Machine and Boiler Co. (12 Fountain 
St . , 15/34), which housed the smal 1 early twentieth century machine shop. 
(Sanixirn-Perris Maps 1900, 1908, 1915, 1929) 

'"-' 
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Brewing 

Wisconsin had all the ingredients for a brewing industry in the nineteenth 
century: water, grain, ice, and Genran inmigrants who were both producers and 
consumers. In the 1840s, the brewing industry established itself in 
Milwaukee, a heavily Genran city . And, in the 1850s and 1860s, breweries 
sprang up throughout the state. Many early breweries were sirrple buildings , 
but one comron feature was the underground cellar or cave used to fennent the 
beer and keep it cold. By 1860, there were 127 breweries in the state . This 
number grew in the late nineteenth century and some breweries became larger as 
well. As some breweries grew and dominated the market with the increasingly 
better transportation system the railroad provided, srraller breweries began to 
decline . This trend continued into the twentieth century, until today, 
several major brewing firms control rrost of the beer production and 
consurrption in the United State. (Wyatt 1986:Industry 9-1--9-7} 

The first brewery in Mineral Point was a short-lived one established in 1835 
by John Phillips at the east end of High Street. This is considered one of 
the first industries in the comnunity other than mining . Two rrore long-lived 
and successful breweries were established in Mineral Point during the "Middle 
Years" of the 1850s . They were the Mineral Spring(s) Brewery (also known ~s 
the Tornado Brewery or the Gillmann Brewery) and the Garden City Brewery (also 
known as the James Argall Brewery). {Crawford 1913:195, Butterfield 1881 :705) 

The Mineral Spring(s} Brewery was established in 1850 when William Tyrrell 
erected the first building. Jacob Roggy purchased the brewery shortly 
thereafter, but held it only briefly . In 1854 , Charles and Frederick Gillmann 
purchased the brewery. In 1855, Jacob Spielmann became a partner. The 
business was known as Gillmann Brothers and Company until 1857, when Charles 
Gillmann left the partnership . The other partners continued on in the brewery 
until 1868 . In 1868, Spielmann sold his partnership back to Charles Gillmann, 
who continued to operate the brewery with his brother until 1872. In 1874, 
Charles Gillmann became the sole owner of the brewery. (Butterfield 1881:705) 

In 1878, the farrous nineteenth century tornado dem::,lished Gillmann's Brewery 
and his personal residence . Gillmann inmediately rebuilt the facility, 
putting in rrodern equitment, Fran a production level of 2,500 barrels per 
year prior to the tornado, the new brewery could put out 6,000 barrels per 
year. The brewery had six errployees in 1880, and sold beer primarily in 
southwestern Wisconsin. Appropriately , Gillmann's rebuilt brewery was named 
the Tornado Brewery, and was known as such until around 1900, when its name 
was changed to the Mineral Spring{s} Brewery. (Butterfield 1881:705) 

In 1901, Otto H. Lieder and Frank Unterholzner purchased the brewery . Lieder 
was the brewnaster, while Unterholzner operated a 268-acre brewery fann, 
presurrably growing the grains needed for the brewing process . In 1921, 
Lieder, Unterholzner, Ray Lieder Sr. , and Milton Unterholzner forn'Sd a 
corporation to operate the brewery . At that time, the brewery was still 
selling primarily in southwestern Wisconsin, and in 1961, Ray Lieder Jr. 
remembered delivering beer with horse-drawn wagons . ("Mineral Point Hopes" 
1961 :n.p.) 

In 1961, the Mineral Spring(s) Brewery was facing closure. At that time, the 
brewery corporation had a board of directors consisting of members of the 
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Lieder ·and Unterholzner fami 1 ies, but day-to-day operations were largely in 
the hands of Ray Lieder Sr. and Jr. Beer from the brewery was sold in 
southwestern Wisconsin, and trucks carried it to Dubuque, Rockford, Kenosha , 
Ra.cine, and.Madison , as well. ("Mineral Point Hopes " 1961 :n.p.) 

TI1e Mineral Spring (s) Brewery (276 Shake Rag St . 37/27) is a significant 
industrial resource in the Mineral Point historic district because it is one 
of the few extant industrial resources in Mineral Point and because it was a 
small , but ilT\POrtant industry in the comnunity. It i s also significant 
because it i s a good and intact representative of the srral l breweries that 
operated in rrany cities in Wisconsin during the nineteenth and early twent ieth 
centuries. Mos t of these breweries closed in the mid-twentieth century , but 
prior to that, they were a fixtur e on the Wisconsin scene, serving a local or 
regional trade. Toe brewery is also signif icant as one of the few resources 
related to Germans in Mineral Point. While Germans did settle in Mineral 
Point, they were not a strong ethnic factor in the comnunity, as they were in 
other cities in the state . Toe brewery represents one of their contributions 
to the comnunity . 

A smaller brewery in Mineral Point was the Garden City Brewery, established by 
James Argall in 1854. Argall erected a stone building that was srraller th~n 
the Mineral Spring(s) Brewery, and in 1880 , i t was reported that Argal l 's 
brewery turned out just over 1,000 barreis of beer a year . Argail eventua l ly 
re t ired from the brewery, but it was continued under M. J . Minor until around 
1900, when it closed . Tne brewery building stood vacant for a number of years 
before it was de.rrolished. (Butterfield 1881 :705, Sanoorn-Perris Maps, 1884 , 
1889 , 18 94 , 1900 , 1908 ) 

Lead and Zinc Mining 

The early European explorers and fur traders found out about the lead ore in 
southwestern Wisconsin as early as the seventeenth century. French explorers 
found the Native American diggings and during the French regime in the 
territory, the Indians and the French mined some lead as a supplerrent to the 
fur trade. While it was known. that lead existed in southwestern Wisconsin 
prior to the late 1820s , rrovement into the lead region was slow, because the 
area was still a part of unceded Indian lands . A few American miners worked 
in the region prior to the late 1820s, but only with the approval of Native 
Ameri can tribes . (Wyatt 1986 : Industry 3-2) 

In the early nineteenth century, there was a s trong demand for lead . It was 
used in the production of pewter , type , pipes, weights, shot, and especially 
paint. Tne lead r esources in the midwest were seen as significant in meeting 
this de.rnar1d. As Amer i cans became wi l l ing to rrove into the lead region of 
southwes t ern Wisconsin, northwestern Illi nois , and northeastern Iowa, the 
federal government devised a leasing system for miners. In Wisconsin, the 
first miners took out leases near present-day New Diggings, Shullsburg, and 
Hazel Green. Soon, rrore leases were issued for mines near Mineral Point , 
Dodgevilie, Benton ; Wiota , and Platteville . By 1829, there were over 4,000 
miners with leases and 52 1 icensed smelters in Wisconsin. (Wyatt 
1986:industry 3-3--3-4) 
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The vast arrounts of lead being taken frorn the lead region caused the price to 
drop in 1829, and nany miners left the area . But by 1836, lead production was 
on the increase again, and by 1840, the lead boom was on. In that year, 
Wisconsin pr oduced alrrost 50 percent of the U. S. 's lead supply . A government 
survey indicated that alrrost 25 million pounds of lead had been taken frorn 
mines in the Wisconsin territory during the 1830s. (Wyatt 1986 :Industry 3-4) 

Early lead mining was sirrple and cheap. Equipment consisted of picks, spikes, 
shovels, hand drills, and blasting pow::ler. Using these crude tools, miners 
dug shallow, well~like holes. Usually two or three men would work together to 
sink a shaft, then make horizontal tunnels that followed the general east-west 
running veins of lead. A wooden frame supported a crank shaft above the 
mine's opening . Using ropes, miners raised wooden tubs of ore and rock. 
Cave-ins and flooding usually ended a mine's life , since early miners did not 
have the technology to deal with these problems . Mines averaged a yield of 
around 150 pounds of ore a day . (Wyatt 1986:Industry 3-5) 

Miners took the raw ore to the nearest smelter where the lead could be 
extracted . The earliest lead smelting furnaces were crude pits, then 
limestone structures, that were constructed on a hillside. As the ore burned 
in the smelters, the liquid lead ran into the bottorn of the furnace into • 
collecting areas or rrolds. Soon, new brick or stone furnaces were built that 
rrore efficiently processed the lead ore . The lead frorn the smelters was 
shipped to river ports where it would eventually be taken down the Mississippi 
River . Eastern markets were reached via the Ohio River system or via ships 
from New Orleans. Eventually , roads to Wisconsin's Lake Michigan ports 
offered a rrore inexpensive and efficient route. After rail service reached 
Mineral Point in 1857, the railroads became the preferred means of 
transportation for lead and zinc out of southwestern Wisconsin. (Wyatt 
1986: Industry 3-5--3-) 

Early lead mining in the Mineral Point area was typical of the above overview, 
and hundreds of mines were located near the city. Historical sources indicate 
that some mines were located within the present-day city limits of Mineral 
Point. A thorough survey of extant mines within the city limits was beyond 
the scope of this survey and would take the assistance of an historic 
archeologist. However, the fact that such mines exist is archeologically 
irrportant and discovering and mapping mine locations in Mineral Point is 
something that could be done in the future to enhance the knowledge of 
historic archeological resources in the conrnunity. 

Other potential historic archeological resources related to early mi ning in 
Mineral Point are the locations of early smelters. But, these locations may 
be rrore difficult to pinpoint, since early smelters were crude affairs that, 
due to the continuous high terrperature burning that took place in them, were 
often destroyed after a certain period of use. 

As described above, early smelters were basically pits on hillsides with . 
trenches and collecting areas below. In the fire pit, stones were placed to 
form a grate. Lead ore was put on the rocks and logs were put on top of the 
ore. Quick-burning wood was placed in the trench and when it and the larger 
logs above burned away, a stream of lead would flow into the collecting area. 
This crude method resulted in large hunks of lead, but even rrore lead was lost 
in the fire refuse, so new technology was needed . (Schafer 1932 : 101) 



87 

• The log furnace was the first irrprovement on the fire pits. Built on a 
hillside, it was usually a structure of three limestone walls enclosing all 
but the upper level of the hillside. The furnace roughly measured eight feet 
long, four . feet wide, and seven feet high on the low side. The walls were 
about t1,,JO feet thick . The hearth was about tvJO feet wide and eight feet long . 
On either side of the hearth was a ledge 10 inches high and one foot wide . At 
the lower end, the wal l had a round arch the width of the hearth. Below the 
hearth was a receptacle for the lead which was dipped into molds . (Schafer 
1932:101 ) 

The mineral rested on large oak logs which sat on the ledges . More logs were 
piled around the lead ore and the furnace was fired. After about 24 hours , 
the process was completed. Miners got about 50 to 60 percent lead from this 
process, and rror e could be smelted from the slag, or ashes that were left 
after the burning process . The ma.jar drawback of this type of furnace was 
that u.~der the high heat of the smeiting process , the native limestone walls 
would burn down to lime. Even i f they were built of fired brick, log furnaces 
were still very inefficient . (Schafer 1932:102) 

The next improvement in smelters caiTte around 1836, when a reverberatory 
furnace was invented near Galena. Named a Drumrond furnace, after its • 
inventor, these furnaces were more complicated, costly structures, but were 
highly efficient and produced a higher percentage of lead. This type of 
furnace allowed fire to heat both the top and bottom of the ore, alrrost 
surrounding it with f larre, in order to smelt the lead into collecting areas 
under the furnace . (Schafer 1932:102-103) 

The final improvement of smelters during the lead era was the Scotch hearth 
blast furnace . This furnace consisted of a large cast-iron box, tv.JO feet 
square and one foot deep, with a hearth that sloped downward from the front 
edge of the box . The hearth had a high ledge along the sides and a diagonal 
groove that ran into a melting pot outside of the furnace wall. A blast pipe 
entered the smelting box, fed by bellows powered by water power. The mineral 
was placed into the furnace with light vv0od , coke, and charcoal. This was 
lighted, the blast engaged, and a steady high heat smelted the lead which 
flowed into the melting pot, then into rrolds. This process could get up to 
alrrost 70 percent of the lead , and roost smelters then burned the slag in a 
slag furnace that was also operated on the blast principle . (Schafer 
1932 : 103-104) 

The smelters described above were responsible for handling the ore of the lead 
boom that was part of Mineral Point's early history. Again, a survey of 
possible smelter locations was not undertaken for this project and would 
require the assistance of an historic archeologist. Finding ruins of early 
smelting pits would probably be difficult due to the fact that there was 
li ttle structure involved. Ruins of old log furnaces may be easier to locate 
as remnants of the limestone walls ma.y stili be extant . Ruins of rrore 
elaborate Drurrrrond or Scotch hearth furnaces ma.y be extant as they were rrore 
corrplex structures. In any event , the fact that such smelters probably exist 
is archaeologically irrportant and discovering and ma.pping smelter locations in 
Mineral Point is something that could be done in the future to enhance the 
knowledge of historic archeological resources in the comnunity . 

'--' 
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As indicated in the historical overview, during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centur ies , Mi neral Point experienced an economic boan fueled by the 
zinc mining and processing industries. At the heart of this boan was Mineral 
Point's largest, rrost successful, and longest operating industrial plant in 
the city's history , the Mineral Point Zinc Corrpany . 

Zinc deposits were found in the lead mines of southwestern Wisconsin . At 
first this "dry bone," so named because the ore resembled old bones , was 
considered useless and was thrown away . Beginning in the 1850s, the demand 
for zinc grew. It was seen as a higher quality, cheaper, and non-toxic 
additive for paint than lead, and was ·used in manufacturing brass, a metal 
gaining in popularity during the nineteenth century. In 1854, two zinc plants 
were operating in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and entrepreneurs were looking 
to the abundant zinc deposits in the lead region to fill the new demand for 
the mineral. (Wyatt 1986:Industry 3-9) 

The first comnercially successful zinc plant was established in 1859 at 
LaSalle, Illinois . Readily available coal fields, zinc mines, and war-time 
demand fueled the success of this plant in the 1860s . Even though this plant 
stimulated the mining of zinc in southwestern Wisconsin, the lack of deep 
mines and large mining conpanies with capital to bring in the technology t~ 
exploit zinc ore, slowed Wisconsin ' s entry into the zinc mining boan. In 
other parts of the country, and in Europe, miners were using corrpressed air 
drills , purrping equipment, and rrore powerful explosives like dynamite to 
advance deep mining technology . But in Wisconsin, miners were still using 
hand tools, comron black powder , and hand bailing of water to vK>rk their 
mines . (Wyatt 1986:Industry 3-10) 

Not only were rrore advanced mining techniques needed to take part in the zinc 
industry, new and advanced smelters were needed to process the ore . Zinc 
blende ore, or "blackjack," as it was comronly called, could be sent directly 
to a smelter for processing, but "dry bone" had to be heated in a small 
furnace to. rerrove carbonic acid before smelting. In any event , only one srrall 
zinc processing plant existed in Mineral Point in the 1860s, so large arrounts 
of ore mined in the area had to be shipped out of the state for processing. 
Unstable prices also inhibited the development of large-scale zinc mining and 
processing. (Wyatt 1986:Industry 3-10--3-11) 

Af t er a brief econanic depression in the early 1890s , the derrand for z inc took 
of f and prices rose. At the turn of the century, zinc was used for paint , 
rubber articles, roofing, architectural trims, plumbing and electrical 
fixtures, to produce galvanized iron, and in especially brass, a metal in 
growing use at the time. The boan in demand for zinc , and the high prices for 
the mineral, brought the financial capital into southwestern Wisconsin that 
established the corrpanies needed to begin successfully mining zinc in large 
quantities . These new mining companies were large, often corporations, and 
had extensive outside funding to provide the technology to work large mines. 
By the early twentieth century, large companies dominated zinc mining, arrong 
them the Mineral Point Zinc Company, which operated a large processing plant, 
a short-line railroad, and owned and vK>rked large mines in the area. (Wyatt 
1986:Industry 3-11--3-12) 

Unlike the earlier lead mining industry, zinc mining at the turn of the 
century was highly specialized due to the large companies that controlled it . 
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Corrpany miners were skilled workers in the mines, while laborers were those 
who did shovelling and hauling. In the factories there were skilled Y'X)rkers 
and laborers. but also mechanics, firemen, and white-collar workers. While 
the pay was generally good corrpared to other industries at the time, 
conditions in the zinc mines and processing plants were hard and benefits were 
minimal . (Wyatt 1986:Industry 3-12) 

Under the new corporate system, advanced technology was introduced into the 
zinc mines of southwestern Wisconsin . Early twentieth century miners or 
laborers used corrpressed air drills, mechanized equiµnent, electric engines, 
and power hoists. The processing of ore was also refined. Crude ore went 
first to mills that crushed or rroved it around to separate the various types 
of ore and waste materials brought up from the mines. Then it was roasted to 
rerrove acids and sent through magnetic separators to rerrove the zinc from 
iron. Then it was then sent to the SJ.Ttelter. (Wyatt 1986:Industry 3-12--3-13) 

The zinc boom declined after World War I, due to the rising costs of 
production a~d falling prices. By the onset of the Great Depression of the 
1930s, the era of zinc mining as the economic foundation of southwestern 
Wisconsin had passed. And with it passed a unique era in southwestern 
Wisconsin, an era that saw the region play a major role in the settlement ~f 
the state and in territorial po l itics, and an era in which the resources of 
the region were a factor in the growth a~d development of nineteenth and early 
twentieth century America . (Wyatt 1986: Indus tr/ 3-13) 

Miners near Mineral Point began rni~ing zinc ore in larger arrDunts when the 
large zinc processi11g plant in LaSalle, Illinois began operating and 
purchasing out-of-state ore. In 1860, Robert George and T. J. Campbell 
erected a sma.11 zinc furnace at Mineral Point, probably as a facility to roast 
ore prior to shipping it to the Illinois srrelter. In 1864, the facility was 
sold to the Phelps, Dodge Carpany, and they irrproved it shortly thereafter. 
But the decline in demand for zinc after the Civil War ended forced the 
plant's closure in 1869 . (Fiedler 1973 :145-146) 

In 1882 , a group of prominent ~itizens in Mineral Point organized to form a 
zinc processing plant. The result was the Mineral Point Zinc Corrpany . In 
1883 , William A., David B., and Thomas D. Jones purchased the canpany and 
infused it with outside capital and the new zinc mining technology. By 1891, 
the Mineral Point Zinc Corrpany was the largest zinc oxide works in the United 
States. The economic depression in the early 1890s slowed the plant's growth, 
but the economic recovery and booming demand for zinc at the turn of the 
century caused the corrpany to continually expand and grow during these years . 
In 1897, the zinc company merged with the New Jersey Zinc COOl)a.ny. Around the 
same time, the corrpany acquired the Mineral Point Linen and Fiber Corrpany 
building across the railroad tracks from the zinc factory and converted it 
into a sulfuric acid plant. In 1899, the zinc ccrrpany established the Mineral 
Point and Northern Railway Corrpany to rrove zinc ore from mines north of 
Mineral Point to the processing plant. The line was corrpleted in 1904 . 
(Fiedler 1973 : 146-149) 

When the zinc industry declined after World War I, the Mineral Point Zinc 
carpariy began closing its mining and processing operations. By 1928, the 
company had closed all of its mines in the Mineral Point area and the sulfuric 
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acid plant . The railroad line was abandoned in 1930, and the rest of the zinc 
factory closed shortly thereafter. (Fiedler 1973:152-154) 

Unfortunately, rrost of the above-ground resources related to zinc mining and 
processing in Mineral Point are not extant. Like the lead mines in and around 
Mineral Point, existing zinc mines of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries may be iIT(POrtant historic archeological sites. Further 
investigation of zinc mines within the city limits of Mineral Point may yield 
irrportant information about this type of mining in the area. - Also, maps and 
historic photographs show that some of the larger mines near Mineral Point had 
structures associated with them in the early twentieth century. The survey 
effort found none of these structures to be extant within the city limits. 
Even though structures and buildings associated with expanded zinc mining in 
Mineral Point are not extant within the city limits, the potential for 
archeological resources related to zinc mining is important and should not be 
overlooked . 

All of the buildings related to the 1860 zinc plant and the large Mineral 
Point Zinc Carpany have been derrolished. There are only a few structures 
remaining at the site of the zinc plant along Liberty Street and they have 
been designated as non-contributing in the Mineral Point historic district, 
However, there is considerable potential for irrportant historic archeological 
resources remaining at these sites, especially at the site of the Mineral 
Point Zinc Carpany facilities. The potential, also, for toxic waste deposits 
at these sites means that they may eventually be cleaned up for environmental 
reasons and any hidden resources may be lost forever. The fact that historic 
archeological resources may exist at the sites of the zinc plants in Mineral 
Point should be taken into account in any planning decisions for this land. 

Because the factory buildings related to the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany have 
been derrolished, the home of the company ' s rrost irrportant executive takes on 
added historical significance. With his brothers David and Tharas, William A. 
Jones acquired the Mineral Point Zinc Company in 1883. William A. Jones was a 
director of the company until 1897, when he took an eight-year leave to become 
Corrmissioner of Indian Affairs. Jones returned to Mineral Point in 1905 and 
was general manager of the zinc carpany during it rrost irrportant years of 
expansion before his death in 1912 . Jones built a fine mansion at 215 Ridge 
St. (29/14) in 1906-07 and it is significant for Jones' irrportance in the 
growth and developnent of Mineral Point's rrost irrportant industry , the Mineral 
Point Zinc Carpany. {Crawford 1913:87) 

There is one other building associated with both the lead and zinc mining eras 
in Mineral Point. It is the Merry Christmas Mining Corpany Building (200 
Merry Christmas Lane, 26/4) . This stone building, currently owned by the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, probably dates to the 1840s. According 
to researchers at the Pendarvis Historic Site, not much is known about the 
building except that it is thought to have been a "Cornish Counting House, " a 
building that combined both residential and office functions for an early 
m1n1ng company or corrpanies. In 1907, the Spensley and Mcilhon Carpany 
purchased the building and sane land in order to begin mining and milling zinc 
there. At. that time, the building became a donnitory for mine workers. The 
mine was named the Merry Christmas Mine and since that time, this building has 
been known as the Merry Christmas Mining Corrpany building. The building is 
significant because it is an irrportant extant above-ground resource associated 
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with both Lead and zinc mining in Mineral Point . 
August 1907) 

(Iowa County Derrocrat 29 

It is fitting to end this chapter with a building that brings together in its 
history both the lead and zinc mining eras in Mineral Point . Mining drove 
this conmunity economically for 100 years, and even today, with few above­
ground mining resources extant, Mineral Point is known as an historic mining 
town in Wisconsin. It is unfortunate that above-ground historic mining 
resources are not comron in the city today . This factor makes potential 
historic archeological resources related to mining even rrore irrpor t ant . 
Because these "hidden" resources may be destroyed by future industrial, 
comnercial, or residential development, they should be taken into account in 
all planning decisions in the comnunity . 

Note on Sources 
• 

The chapter on lead and zinc rn1n1ng in Wisconsin's cultural Resource 
Management Plan, edited by Barbara Wyatt , has an fine overview of lead and 
zinc mining in southwestern Wisconsin. Other good overviews of the mining 
eras in Mineral Point are in the WPA history of Mineral Point and George 
Fiedler's Mineral Point history. For a detailed discussion of lead mining and 
smelting techniques, Joseph Schafer's The Wisconsin Lead Region is a very good 
reference source . 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY NAME ADDRESS/MAP CODE DATE 

Lanyon Foundry and Machine 
Shop 105 Conmerce St . (15/12) c . 1850 

Gellinger Machine and 
Boiler Co. 12 Fountain St. (15/34) c.1915 

_Mineral Spring(s) Brewery 276 Shake Rag St . ( 37 /27) 1878 

William A. Jones House 215 Ridge St. (29/14) 1906-07 

Merry Christmas Mining 
Corrpany Building 200 Merry Christmas Lane, (26/4) c.1840s 
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CHAPTER IX PLANNING AND 11\NDSCAPE ARCHinrruRE 

Introduction 

The earliest settlement in Mineral Point was unplanned. Miners 1110rking the 
lead region arrived before formal surveying by the federal governrrent took 
place. Since fonnal surveying was not done, no one platted Mineral Point , 
and the small carmunity took shape in an irregular manner. The unusual manner 
in which Mineral Point was settled accounts for its unusual appearance today, 
with irregular streets and lots in the center of the city, surrounded by rrore 
traditional town plats and the large lots of the government surveyor . 

The first surveying in the area was done in 1832. Harry Parke surveyed the 
ta.m of Mineral Point, but not the ccmnunity itself. In 1834, the federal 
governrrent established a land office at Mineral Point to sell non-mineral, 
surveyed lands. But because the ccmnunity of Mineral Point had not yet been 
SUIVeyed, no city lots could be sold at this tine. Land speculators purchased 
much of the land around Mineral Point, and sane of the camunity's early 
residents were agents of these interests . (Erdman 1982:13-15) 

Around 1835, Charles Bracken conducted an ill~l survey of about 80 acres in 
the center of Mineral Point , probably to settle land claim disputes. Finally, 
the federal governrrent approved a sUIVey of a number of camunities in the 
midwest lead region , Mineral Point arrong them. The guidelines for this survey 
indicated that lots were to be platted along the lines of what was already in 
existence. Central business district lots were to be no larger than a half 
acre, each and outlets were to be no larger than four acres each. After a 
plat for the cannunity was made, the goverrurent could sell the city lots. 
Pre-errption rights 1110uld be given to people already claiming lots in the 
comrn.mity. Lots 1110uld be sold at prices dete:rmined by the potential use of 
the lot. (Erdman 1982:16-17) 

The federal goverrurent hired Garret Vliet and George w. Harrison in 1836 to 
conduct the surveys in the six carmmities in the lead region. They were 
supposed to 1110rk together, but imnediately Vliet began to plat Mineral Point 
without Harrison. Vliet quickly platted the center of Mineral Point, then 
left town. Vliet was subsequently fired and Harrison finished the Mineral 
Point survey about tw:> years later. Vliet's survey includes 1111ch of the 
irregular character of Mineral Point's central city, and in the fall of 1837 , 
these lots were sold, rrostly to those who had pre-enptive claims on the land . 
(Erdman 1982: 18) • •• 

In 1838, Harrison began his part of the Mineral Point survey. His large lots 
encarpassed the land around Vliet's Survey in the central part of the 
ccmnunity. Of his 173 lots, only 60 had pre-errptive claims, so mst of these 
lots were first put up for public auction in 1839. Several public auctions 
between 1839 and 1845 were required to sell all of Harrison's Survey lots. By 
this tine, t1110 large town plats of Harrison's Survey lots had been carpleted, 
Strong's Addition and Irwin's Addition. Strong's Addition consisted of a 
typical town plat of average-sized urban lots with a town square. Irwin's 
Addition consisted of many very small urban lots, also with a town square. 
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Early maps and tax rolls show that rrost property owners acquired 1rore than one 
lot for their houses , especially in Irwin's addition. (Erdman 1982:19-23) 

A few rrore srrall plats and replats, such as Strong's Alteration, Spensley' s 
Subdivision, . and Terrill's Addition further subdivided Vliet's and Harrison's 
Surveys and Strong ' s and Irwin's Additions, but the physical plan of the 
canmmity is still very much what it was in the mid-nineteenth century. That 
is, a largely irregular central city of short , narrow streets and alleys 
surrounded by t\.X:> large , typical, square town plats and the large, square lots 
of Harrison's Survey that were irregularly divided over the years. The result 
is an unusually shaped and configured city that, given its develo~t on a 
picturesque hillside , makes Mineral Point the unique and attractive canmmity 
it is today . 

There has been little urban style "sprawl" of drive-through businesses, 
gasoline stations, mini-markets , rrotels, and strip-malls on the outskirts of 
Mineral Point even though several major highways intersect the carmunity. 
There are also fEM post-:-World War II subdivisions of ranch houses, as well . 
The result is that the camrunity has retained an attractive, historic 
appearance amid a dr~tic physical . setting. • 

Urban Parks and Planning 

During rrost of the nineteenth century, urban parks in Wisconsin as well as 
other parts of the country consisted primarily of vacant lots or carme:rcially 
operated sites. Beginning with the Civil War era, landscape architects and 
others, disturbed by the rapid growth of over-crow:led cities, ·pushed for the 
creation of parks and public spaces. In particular, social refonrers felt 
that open spaces would be a benefit to intnigrants and the working classes. 
One such reformed was noted.landscape architect and city planner Frederick Law 
Olmstead, whose layout of Ne,i York City's Central Park with calvert Vaux, 
stood and still stands as a .landrrark in city park developnent. But, rrost 
ccmnunities were slc,,.,, to take on ideas such as Olmstad's. sane smaller 
coomunities were fortunate to have open spaces built into original plats, but 
for larger ccmnunities, a town square was inadequate to rreet the recreational 
and aesthetic needs of a can:runity. a:ie of the earliest ' parks in Wisconsin 
was Milwaukee's lakefront park, established in 1869. There is little to 
suggest that other carm.mities continued this exarrple until the twentieth 
century. (Current 1976:512) • 

Mineral Point has a nurrber of smal r parks and open spaces suitable for 
recreation in the camrunity,and one large multi-purpose park with 
recreational facilities. There are several small parks associated with other 
buildings or sites in the camrunity. They include Museum Park, the site of 
the Gundry House Museum, operated by the Mineral Point Historical SOciety . 
This 3.5 acre site surrounds the museum and has playground and picnic 
facilities. Water Tower Park is about one acre in si2e and its prinary 
function is to serve as a tourist information center. There are picnic 
facilities and a park shelter at this park site. ·. Library Park is a small open 
space in Mineral Point's downtown. It is located next to the Municipal 
Building and serves as a rest stop for city residents. The park contains an 
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historical marker about Governor Henry Dodge and a World War I and II veterans 
nonument. (Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:143,147) 

There are several recreational areas connected with city schools. The 
elerrentary school has a one acre site with playground equix;mant that is 
available when school is not in session. The Mineral Point High School has 
about two acres available for public use consisting of a baseball field and 
asphalt track. There is a srrall recreational area that is owned by St . Mary;s 
and St. Paul's catholic churches and used for their school. The playground 
and ball field is available for the public when school is not in session. 
(Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:143,146,147) 

There are three neighborhood open spaces in Mineral Point . Jerusalem Park is 
a three-quarter acre open space with playground equipnent . The Punphouse Site 
is an open space around the PUITPhouse used primarily in the winter for 
sledding. The public square park is a relatively new open space for this area 
of the city . The main public park in the cannunity is Soldiers Marorial Park, 
a seventeen and one-half acre park with recreational facilities. The WPA­
constructed swimning pool is located here. The pool is also used for the 
recreational programs of nearby Dodgeville, Hollandale, and Ridgeway. Also at 
this park is a lighted basketball court, tennis courts, lighted ball field", 
picnic areas, two shelters, playground equipnent , and paved walking paths. 
(Mineral Point Planning Program 1985:146) 

The Soldiers Merrorial Park is the only significant park in the ccmnunity. It 
was the only park that was developed for city-wide recreational needs. The 
swimning pool and bath house located in this park (206A Copper St., 26/6) is 
also significant as an inportant recreational facility that is unusual for a 
ccmnunity the size of Mineral Point . It is also significant as a depression­
era public works project . 

Cemeteries 

This oldest cemetery in Mineral Point dates back to the early days of 
settlement in Mineral Point. The old city burying grounds (17/21), as they 
were known at the end of the nineteenth century, are located between Third and 
Fourth Streets near Wisconsin and State Streets. Farly settlers used this 
area as a burial site , but did not keep accurate records of who or when people 
were buried there . In 1856 , the city officially purchased this burial ground, 
rraking it an official cemetery . In 1874, the Graceland Ceretery Association 
was organized with 40 charter nenbers . Moses Strong, Jr . purchased 10 acres 
near the current fairgrounds for the association. Since that tine, Graceland 
Cemetery (31/18) has been Mineral Point's official non-denaninational 
cemetery. As official non-denaninational city cemeteries, lx>th the old 
burying gro\ll1ds and Graceland Cemetery are significant in the history of 
Mineral Point. (Butterfield 1881:670) • 
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Historic Preservation Planning 

Private historic preservation has been on-going in Mineral Point for many 
decades. The irost well-known effort, of course, is the Pendarvis Historic 
Site. The awareness that Mineral Point is an irrportant historic ccmnunity 
resulted in alITOst the entire comnuni ty being li.sted in the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1971. In 1972, the City of Mineral Point passed an 
historic preservation ordinance with an historic preservation ccmnission to 
oversee a local historic district that was generally limited to the city's 
downtown business district (See Mineral Point Landmark District Map, p. 95) . 

The historic preservation ordinance was upgraded in 1987 so that the city 
could qualify for the federal Certified Local Government Program administered 
by the State Historic Preservation Office so that they could have increased 
access to retching funds for preservation programs in the city. At the same 
time, the citizens of Mineral Point have been active in an effort to prarote 
historic preservation as part of a heritage tourism and econanic developnent 
plan in the city. City preservationists continue today to work to preserve 
irrportant historic resources in the ccmnunity along with supporting 
educational programs to increase the ccmnunity's awareness of the city's 
irrportant past. • 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY NAME 

Parks 

Soldiers Merrorial Park 
SWimning Pool and Bath 

House 

Cemeteries 

Old City Burying Grounds 
Graceland Cemetery 

ADDRESS/MAP CODE 

Copper and Shake Rag Streets (no photo) 

206A Copper St. (26/6) 

500 Block between Third and Fourth Sts . (17/21) 
Fair St. (31/18) 



CHAPTER X ROCREM'IOO AND ENTERTAINMENT 

Int roduction 

The buildings associated with recreation and entertairnrent in camuni ties are, 
in large part, their social centers . In early Mineral Point, as in nost lead 
region towns of the period, stores and taverns, along with the churches, were 
the prirrary social centers of the ccmnunity . Gradually, though, nore fonnal 
recreational facilities were established in the CClll11.lility, such as ccmrercial 
recreation like bowling alleys, pool halls, skating rinks, and theatres. 
Later, the rrovies were all the rage , and Mineral Point had its share of early 
rrovie houses. The following discussion wi 11 center on sane of the significant 
activity related to recreation that occurred in extant historic buildings . It 
will also discuss the inportant tourism trade that has increased in the 
conmunity with the develoi:rnent of the Pendarvis Historic Site and the artists' 
colony that came with it. 

Recreation and entertainment in pioneer Wisconsin primarily revolved around 
social gatherings with friends and relatives, usually of the same ethnic gtoup 
and often involving church activities . Public recreation consisted ma.inly of 
available caTt12rcial entertainment and saloons . As camrunities developed in 
the nineteenth century, so did recreational facilities, but primarily, they 
were located in the larger cities. (CUrrent 1976:128) 

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries , professional 
perfonning arts entertainment became rrore available as many camrunities 
supported theatres and opera houses. These facilities were places where 
professional touring groups could perfonn or local groups could put on 1111Sical 
or theatr.ical perfonrances . Beginning with the nickelodeons of the 1910s, the 
rrotion picture industry grew rapidly in the early twentieth century. By the 
1920s, roost towns had a rrotion picture house, and sane of the larger 
ccmnunities had one or rrore "rrovie palaces," where rrovies were shown with 
vaudeville-like entertainment and rrovie-going was a multi-dimensional 
entertainment experience. (Nesbit 1985:491-493,541) 

Pool Halls and BcMling Alleys 

Charles Mappes opened Mineral Point's first billiard roan in NovE!ln'ber , 1859 . 
Although no evidence proves that this establishnent also served as a saloon, 
it is highly likely . In 1894 , the Sanborn Maps showed a new billiards hall 
opening on High Street (Clark & Prideaux Meat Market, 250 High St. 56/22). 
By 1900, however, a hand laundry had taken its place . It is not tmtil 1915, 
that the next billiards hall appears on the maps. It was located in the old 
building on the site of the Felderman Hardware Building. 

In 1900, the Sanborn map shows a bowling alley going in behind a saloon near 
the foot of High Street (Eagle Saloon, 60 High Street, 14/20) . In 1915, the 
Sanborn map still shows the bowling alley in existence. The 1929 maps do not 
specify the type of business engaged in the buildings s'hcw'l on the maps , so it 
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identifies neither a billiards hall or a bowling alley. They do show the 
structures containing both as still existing. (sanborn-Perris Maps) 

Dance Halls and 1-t>tion Pictures 

• Dances and balls were a ccmron social phenarenon in nineteenth century 
America. People held dances ooth indoors and outdoors. They were one of the 
few social events for rren and waren to participate in together. A large 
assortrrent of dance halls sponsored many dances. People also gathered for 
this type of entertainment in hotels, churches, saloons, and where business 
owners offered the space. 

One of the earliest ballroans avai !able to the camruni ty was the old "Opera 
Hall" in the old courthouse. This hall was a focal point for dances in 
Mineral Point. For exarrple, during January and February, 1889, issues of the 
Mineral Point Tribune had dance adve.rtisanants for various occasions. New 
Year's Eve and New Year's Night dances at the Opera Hall ooth found a place in 
the newspaper's colUims. The next week, a rrasquerade dance was listed as 
entertainment for the week. Then, on January 24, the Drum Corp sponsored ~t 
another dance at the Q:>era Hall . A "Club" dance was held on Valentine's Day , 
and a last dance before Lent, sponsored by the Sons of the Veterans, also 
occurred at the Opera Hall. 

On June 15, 1922, the people of Mineral Point dedicated a Dance Pavilion 
located in Soldiers Marorial Park (not extant). The Pavilion, containing 3200 
square feet of dance floor drew 400-500 couples every Thursday night fran a 
radius of fifty miles. During the winter of 1978-79, the Pavilion collapsed 
from heavy snow. The current bandstand was built before the park lake was 
filled in. During the winter rronths, dances were also held at the Point • 
Chalet and at the Evergreen Gardens dance hall. (Information fran serena 
Nelson) 

Perfonning .Arts and Motion Pictures 

Like rrost ccmnunities, many professional entertainment and touring show groups 
played Mineral Point, along with local theatrical productions. Many of these 
productions were held at local public halls and probably at the ~a Hall in 
the old courthouse. As early as 1889, the local newspapers began urging the 
City of Mineral Point to build a new opera house. They were finally 
successful when an Q:>era House was included in the plans for the new Municipal 
Building. In February 1915, the town dedicated the new ~ra House in the new 
city hall (Mineral Point Municipal Building, ~ra House, and Library, 137 
High St., 14/7). The new ~ra House contained ooxes holding twenty seats, 
and a rrain floor and balcony which seated 703. A stage and screen, protected 
by an asbestos curtain, extended across the back of the building. It had 
steam heat and electric lights. In 1963, residents restored the interior of 
the building and repaired the interior filigree detailing with original rrolds 
found in Milwaukee by Robert Neal. In 1988, the city began planning a new 
restoration of this theatre. However, no brick or IrOrtar ~rk had been done 
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by 1989. (Mineral Point Tribune 21 January 1915, 11 February 1915, Fiedler 
1973:110, 141, Writers Program 1979:158) 

However, not all of Mineral Point ' s theatrical perfonrances took place in 
these theatres . In August, 1927 , Mineral Point held a centennial celebration . 
Locals put on a pageant called the "Pageant of Progress" at the fairgrounds 
Historical places depicted in the pageant included Jerusalem Spring, the 
Methodist Church, the site of Fort Jackson, St. Paul's Mission Church, the 
Trinity Episcopal Church, and the site of the United States Land Office . Oler 
5,000 per day came to see the pageant. 

The early rrovies came to Mineral Point in the 1910s . The Palace Theatre, 
upstairs in the U. s. Hotel addition (261 High St . , 43/15) began as a regular 
theatre called the Mystic Theatre, but converted to irovies shortly thereafter . 
The Lyric (Clark & Prideaux Meat Market, 250 -High St., 56/22), not only 
offered rrovies, but also boasted a new piano and curtain. The Lyric 
advertised that it showed a new picture every night. The Grand Theatre, 
shOYJing rrovies, opened in March, 1910 (location unknown). Both the Lyric and 
Palace Theatres were gone by 1924 . (Mineral Point Tribune, 3 March 1910, 10 
March 1910, directories) 

• 

Fairs, carnivals, and Circuses 

Fairs, carnivals and circuses were a large part of small town .Americana in 
both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As in other towns, it was a big 
day in the life of Mineral Point when the carnival and circus came to town. 
Carnivals and circuses, however, did not usually have an ilTl)act on the built 
environment of a village or city since they erected buildings on a terrporary 
basis. Circuses and carnivals usually came into town and set up their tents, 
buildings , and rides on available vacant lots. When it was tine to 1TOVe on to 
the next village or city, \o.Otkers took everything down and only scattered 
hand.bills remained. 

During the late 1840s to the middle 1850s, circuses were a constant in Mineral 
Point. The travelling shows were always popping up in Mineral Point to set up 
for a day or t\-.0 and then on to the next town. The earliest circus 
advertisem:mt that was uncovered was for the "Rayrrond and carpany's Mamroth 
Menagerie" when it came to Mineral Point in June, 1848. Then, in August, 
1854, a travelling circus calling themselves the "Qmpaign of 1854" perfonned 
in Mineral Point. Next came the "Grand Olyrrpic Arena and North American 
Circus". They perfomed in Mineral Point in May, 1855, and by June, another 
circus had rroved in. This time it was the "Sands, Nathans and Coopany's 
American Circus." In 1856, a new act came to town. "Miss castellas Grand 
Aerial Ascension" was a canbination high wire act and palm readinq. In July, 
1856, the regular circuses were back. ~ other circuses £ran this era were 
"Orton's Great Badger Circus" and "G. F. Bailey and carpany". "Orton's" was 
in Mineral Point the first week of July, and "Bailey's" came the last week of 
July. Research materials were not searched for circuses following this era, 
but circuses probably continued to cane to Mineral Point for many years. 
(Mineral Point Tribune 23 August 1854, 30 May 1855, 27 June 1855, 13 May 1856, 
1 July 1856, 19 July 1856, Wisconsin Tribune 30 June 1848) 
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Fairs were inportant during the historic era. The Industrial Art union held 
the first fair in Mineral Point in septenber, 1857. It was probably held on 
private property. In August, 1870, the Southwestern Wisconsin Industrial 
Association held its first annual fair. This organization devoted itself to 
the encouragement of agriculture and mineral resource develoi:inen,t in southwest 
Wisconsin . It held its 1871-1881 fairs on 17 acres of land it leased £ran 
John J. Ross. In 1871-1872, the Association built a half mile racing track on 
his property. In 1881 , the Association purchased thirty acres, west of and 
adjoining Graceland Cemetery (820 ·Fair St., 31/18) for a fairgrounds (Fair 
St. , 31/21). over the years, the Association built a horse pavilion, cattle 
pavilion, stock pavilion, and a shed for the livestock. It also built a 
grandstand located at the edge of a half-mile track. At the eastern corner 
where the fairgrounds' · land meets the cerretery, a refreshment stand and ticket · 
office rerrain. (Butterfield 1881:579-580, 705-706) 

After the Industrial Association had this facility i,.iell developed, the Iowa 
County Fair was m:>ved to these grounds. This fair, however, predates the 
Mineral Point Fairgrounds. The Agricultural Society of Iowa County, which had 
been first established in 1851, has held a county agricultural fair every 
September since 1857 (early location unknown) . 

• 
In addition to housing county and industrial fairs, the Mineral Point 
fairgrounds has, since its origin in 1881, hosted many other events. For 
exarrple, during August 2-5, 1927, Mineral Point held a Centennial celebration 
at the fairgrounds. There were over 5,000 people each day \oA10 cane to see the 
program depicting 100 years of Mineral Point history. Frank Lloyd wright held 
his presentation entitled "Broad Acres City" at the fairgrounds in September , 
1935. In 1967, another Centennial pageant was held, with television 
personality and Mineral Point native, Allen Ludden acting as narrator and 
master of cerem::>nies. (Information fran Serena Nelson) 

A popular turn of the century activity related to this topic was the 
Chautauqua. Usually held in tents on private property or public grounds, the 
Chautauqua canbined entertainrrent with lectures , it attracted large crc,,..ds 
wherever it occurred. In Mineral Point sane Chautauquas were held on the 
grounds of the Gundry House (a nearby field). (Inforrnation fran Serena 
Nelson) 

Tent shows were popular .in ti,.ientieth century Mineral Point. For exanple, in 
June, 1914, Terry's Big Uncle Tan's Cabin Tent Show came to Mineral Point. As 
late as the mid-1950s, a theatrical carpany came to town and set up a tent for 
perfomances in Jerusalem Park. (Information fran Serena Nelson) 

Lectures 

Today, m:>st people do not associate lectures with entertainrrent. Hr.:Mever, the 
people of Mineral Point , just as m:>st nineteenth century Americans, saw them 
as a fonn of entertainrrent . For exarrple, in the 1830s, lectures on phrenology 
and palm reading were quite canron . In October, 1837, people held lectures on 
phrenology at the old Mineral Point courthouse (not extant). Other lectures 
given at the courthouse included Judge M. M. Cothren and local attorney George 
L. Frost ' s in 1855 . Their lectures, entitled "The Value of Principle," taught 
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irorals and values. Also , in 1855, Robinson's Athenaeurn came to town. It 
focused on art and literature. In 1865, Miss s. M. Wells gave a lecture at 
the U.S. Hotel to the \>A:meI1 of Mineral Point on the healing powers of 
electricity . In 1870, a travelling lecturer spoke to a Mineral Point audience 
on geology. (Mineral Point Tribune 19 January 1905 , 11 July 1855, 24 May 
1865) 

Tourism and Resorts 

Mineral Point's pre-1940 tourism industry revolved around its hotels and 
around the nationally-acclaimed Pendarvis House Restaurant (114 Shake Rag St . , 
36/30). In 1935, Mineral Point native Robert · M. Neal fonned a partnership 
with F.dgar G. Hellurn of Cooksville, Wisconsin, and purchased a deteriorated 
Cornish miner's cottage on Shake Rag Street. Together they restored the 
dwelling, filled it with antiques and opened their business on Labor Day 
weekend, 1935, with the intention of serving a traditional Cornish tea to 
passers-by interested in buying their antiques. They narred their project 
Pendarvis House after an estate in the mining district in Cornwall, England. 
{Information fran the Pendarvis Historic Site staff} • 

Discovered that first weekend by Betty cass Willoughby, author of the 
Wisconsin State Journal 's "Madi son Day by Day" colunn, Pendarvis House became 
very popular, attracting clientele fran Madison, Minneapolis, and Chicago, as 
well as such luminaries as Frank Lloyd Wright, Sinclair Lewis, Zona Gale, and 
August Derleth. Beginning in 1937, Pendarvis House Restaurant served Comish 
pasty and was listed annually in Duncan Hines' Adventures in Good Fating and 
was rated as one of the nation's finest restaurants by the Saturday Evening 
Post. (Wisconsin State Journal 10 September 1935, Pendarvis Historic Site 
staff) (Note: A newspaper search of the Milwaukee Sentinel during the last 
quarter of 1936 for another topic revealed several articles on Pendarvis and 
Mineral Point that praroted visiting the area--cartwright) 

Between 1936 and 1940, Neal and Hellum purchased and restored the neighboring 
three-story log and stone structure (Polperro House, 114 Shake Rag St., 
36/31) and the tw:>-story stone cottage (Trelawny House, 114 Shake Rag St . , 
36/30). In addition to operating the Pendarvis House Restaurant, Neal and 
Hellum adapted the restored dwellings to serve as gallery space, a gift shop , 
and as their own residence. The Pendarvis House carplex continued to prosper 
and expand until Neal and Hellum retired in 1970, and the property was 
acquired by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, thus becaning Pendarvis 
Historic Site . (Information fran Pendarvis Historic Site staff) 

Neal and Helltnn' s activities at the Pendarvis Historic Site sti1111lated other 
visitor attractions in the later twentieth century, and today , Mineral Point 
is a destination for many tourists who also visit the artists and other 
attractions available in the cannunity for tourism. 
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Note on Sources 

Newspapers, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the 1881 county history, George 
Fiedler'.s book, and the WPA history provided infonration on recreation and 
entertairurent . Of especial help was the infonnation pro-vided by Serena 
Nelson . Korifli,e Oberle of the Penda!vis Historic Site wrote the section on 
Tourism and Resorts . 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

PROPERTY ADDRESS/MAP OODE 

Clark & Prideaux Meat Market 
(billiard roan) 250 High St. (56/22) 

F.agle Saloon 
(l:x:>wling alley) 60 High Street (14/20} 

Mineral Point Municipal 
Building Opera House 
and Library 137 High St . (14/7) 

u. S. Hotel (Palace Theatre} 261 High St. (43/15) 

Clark & Prideaux Meat Market 
(Lyric Theatre) 250 High St. (56/22) 

Fairgrounds 820 Fair St . (31/18 , 31/21) 

DAl'E 

1861 

1850s 

1914-15 

1876 

1861 

1881 

Pendarvis Historic Site 114 Shake Rag St . (36/27-31} 1841, c.1843 
1842-1843, c.1845, 

1844, 1848-1852 

• 



~ XI RELIGIOO 

Introduction 

Mineral Point's religious carposition--as that of the rest of the state--is, 
to a large extent, a product of nineteenth century religious and ethnic group 
imnigration. In the early years of settlement in Wisconsin·, ethnicity and 
religion were essentially inseparable and ethnic factions of religious 
organizations played key roles in shaping religious attitudes. In Mineral 
Point, Protestant native born Americans of European descent and English, Welsh 
and Cornish settlers lead to the predaninance of the Methodists and 
Episcopalian churches. Most of the Irish and Genrans who carre to Mineral 
Point were Catholic, accounting for the irrportance of Catholicism in the 
ccmnunity . 

Mineral Point is typical of the rest of the state in that it has a strong 
Raran Catholic cooponent. By 1900, 50 percent of Wisconsin residents 
belonging to organized churches were rrenbers of the Raran catholic Church. 
Mineral Point has t\l,K) Catholic congregations , one originating in the 1830s.and 
the other a product of the Genran and Scandinavian periods of imnigration in 
the 1850s and 1860s. 

Fewer Scandinavians, SWiss, and Protestant Gennans settled in Mineral Point 
than in other parts of the state. This accounts, in part, for the m::>st 
irrportant way in which Mineral Point's pattern of religious developnent 
differs fran that of rrost of the rest of the state. Unlike the rest of 
Wisconsin, Lutheranism did not play a significant role in the camunity W'ltil 
the late 1930s to early 1940s, the very end of the period covered by this 
study. By 1900 , fully one third of the church rranbers in Wisconsin were 
Lutherans. However, it was not until 1939, that the first Lutheran Church was 
organized in Mineral Point. 

Sare historians have tenred the period between 1820 and the attairnnent of 
statehood in 1848, Wisconsin's "Protestant era ." In this era, the Protestant 
denaninations playing an irrportant role in historic Mineral Point gained a 
foothold. During_ this period, significant numbers of native born .Arrericans 
of European descent began emigrating to Mineral Point. The first native born 
Americans roved to the region fran the Missouri lead fields and fran the Ohio 
River drainage area of Illinois and Kentucky. Subsequently, imnigrants began 
to arrive fran New York and New England, to be followed by English, Welsh, 
Cornish, and Genran settlers. These successive waves of imnigrants introduced 
the Baptist, Methodist , Congregational, Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian and 
Lutheran denaninations in Mineral Point . 

Many religious structures in Mineral Point have disappeared and/or been 
replaced. During the mid-nineteenth century, frame and rrasonry structures 
replaced primitive log chapels when the carmunity natured beyond the early 
frontier leading mining days. In the later nineteenth and early twentieth 
century, when Mineral Point was going through a forty-year econanic boan, 
larger church buildings were constructed, as well as schools, halls, and other 
related buildings. 
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Methodists 

Historically, there were eight different Methodist groups in Wisconsin, spread 
geographically throughout the state. The rrost significant groups were the 
daninant Methodist-Episcopalians, forerunners of the United Methodist church; 
the Primitive Methodists, a now rare group of Methodists; and the Wesleyan, 
Free , and African Methodist groups . The Methodist Episcopal Church, now known 
as the United Methodist Church, is by far the oost nurrerous Methodist group in 
Wisconsin, and the rrost active . Methodists came to Wisconsin with 
missionaries in the 1830s. By 1848, the Methodists had a nanbership of alrrost 
7,000 , and it was the largest Protestant denanination in the state at that 
time. The earliest Methodists in the state were primarily Americans, although 
the denanination made inroads establishing churches arrong Gennan and 
Scandinavian irnnigrants. The Methodists had a strong SUnday School program, 
and also supported several colleges, including Lawrence University . (Wyatt 
1986:Religion 14-2--14-11) 

Many American miners were Methodists, and as soon as they rroved into 
southwestern Wisconsin, Methodist circuit riders followed, providing the first 
services to the miners . John Mitchell organized the first Methodist Society 
in Wisconsin in Platteville in 1833 . Mineral Point's Methodist society, • 
organized in 1834, was the second in the state. This fledgling congregation 
built the city's built Mineral Point's first Methodist Episcopal Church (not 
extant) that same year. It was a log structure--twenty-four feet wide and 
thirty feet long. It was located near the "foot" of canrerce Street . The 
building, daubed or plastered on the outside with clay rrortar, had a clapboard 
roof split out of large oak trees. Builders made the ceiling and pulpit out 
of the same large oak trees. Split logs srroothed on the flat side, with wooden 
pegs driven into auger holes for legs served as the pews. The puncheon floor 
was similar to the pews, being split out of logs SITOOthed on the flat side 
with a broad axe and fitted to sleepers on the round side. (Writers Program 
1979:49, 53, Fiedler 1973:5, 171 , Butterfield 1881:714-715) 

During the early years, John Bennett, a pioneer Cornish preacher, conducted 
services in the old Methodist Episcopal Church in Mineral Point. The Rev. 
John Mitchell , however, becaire Mineral Point's first resident M.E. pastor. He 
stayed for two years. In 1836-37, Reverend Richard Haney became minister at 
the church in Mineral Point. Haney also taught in a Protestant school for the 
children of the congregation. Then, in 1837-38, Reverends John Crunmer and J . 
Hodges came to conduct the church in Mineral Point . H. w. Reid followed him 
in 1838, with T.C. Lopaz succeeding him in 1839. In 1840, H. W. Reed took 
charge of the Mineral Point M.E. congregation. They held services in a srrall 
stone church (not extant) built that fall on a corner near the present 
structure on Doty Street. This chapel faced town and its roof ran east/west . 
A choir loft or gallery extended along the back of the church. However, t\\O 
short poles crossed and placed at each end of rough planks served as pews 
until 1840, when the congregation replaced them with actual pews. The 
congregation consisted of thirty members of the Mineral Point camunity. 
(Fiedler 1973:171-172, Butterfield 1881:715) 

Reverend T. M. Fullerton cam3 to conduct services in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in March , 1841 . Church leaders assigned Fullerton to assist Reverend 
James G. Whitford in an area encoopassing Dodgeville, Peddler's Creek (now 
Linden) , and the Hamilton's Diggings (now Wiota) circuit . Whitford lived in 
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a rented house next to the old brewery in Mineral Point . In 1842, Washington 
Wilcox replaced Whitford as station preacher in Mineral Point . In 1843, 
Fullerton became pastor in Mineral Point. Fran 1843-44, he lived in rented 
roans owned by N. Coad in Mineral Point. There was no M.E. parsonage in 
Mineral Point at that time . In 1844, Fullerton rroved to Dodgeville which was 
also under his charge . (Fiedler 1973:172, Butterfield 1881:600-601) 

The Mineral Point congregation continued to grow. In 1845, it had beccme so 
large that it had to enlarge the church . Phillip Allen, Sr. supervised the 
construction of an addition to the 1837 church. But, in 1848, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church split. Approxirnately seventy members, known as the 
"bolters," left the Methodist Episcopal Church . They forned the Primitive 
Methodist Church of Mineral Point. Issues of slavery and opposition to 
episcopal powers caused break-ups of nany Methodist Episcopal Churches during 
that time. But, often, ccmron disagreanents caused rrembers to break away fran 
their church. In Mineral Point, an argument over the purchase and use of an 
organ caused the uprising of members. The original Methodist Episcopal Church 
continued, and in 1850, Alfred Brunson became pastor of the congregation. 
(Butterfield 1881:175) 

In 1857, under the direction of Reverend James Lawson, the Mineral Point M4 E. 
,.._, congregation rnade plans for a new church. Reverend Lawson, along with James 

Spensley and Edward Hosking, secured pledges and hired a New York architect to 
design, their new church. This architect designed the building in an English 
Gothic style using stone construction. In 1867, a year after Reverend Lawson 
resmned the pastorship of the congregation after an eight year hiatus in which 
he se:rved other congregations, construction finally started. Richard 
Golds~rthy, along with his brother laid the cornerstone. They used white 
sandstone fran a local quarry. A Frenchman built the main structure, having 
underbid Gold~rthy and his brother. In the fall ' of 1871, the Methodist -
Episcopalians dedicated their new church (400 Doty St, 26/7). The final cost 
for the building was $32,000. In 1893 , the congregation spent additional 
funds on irrprovements to the church. In 1904, they bought and installed a 
$2,000 pipe organ. (Fiedler 1973 :172-173 , Butterfield 1881:716, Mineral Point 
Tribune 20 May 1920) 

When the new church was carpleted in 1871, the congregation sold the old 1837 
church to John .Spensley who enlarged it to twice its size and made it into a 
carpenter shop. In this process, he reroved the old roof and replaced it with 
one running north/south. The carpenter shop burned down in the spring of 
1880. (Fiedler 1973:172-173, Writers Program 1979:129, 158, Mineral Point 
Tribune 20 May 1920, Butterfield 1881:716) 

On January 8, 1961, congregation rranbers approved a long range program for . 
rrodernization and irrprovarents of the 1871 church with an estimated cost of 
$143,000 . During the mid-1960s, the ME Church became part of a cooperative 
parish with several other area Methodist churches to fonn the Parish of the 
Hills. Under this plan, the churches all shared ministers. In 1969, the ME 
Church became the United Methodist Church. 
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Primitive Methodist (Congregational) 

The Primitive Methodists' "heartland" in Wisconsin was the lead mining region. 
Work focused on small towns and open country settings and ministers considered 
it a "missionary venturetl . The gains in southern Wisconsin began with the 
Rocky Ford Conference in Illinois. During the Primitive Methodist develorm,mt 
period, three fully ordained ministers stationed .at Mineral Point developed 
and supervised a: headquarters for circuit preachers. It extended forty miles 
east and west and eighty miles north and south of Mineral Point. (Fiedler 
1973:182, Information fran the united Congregational Church) 

Primitive Methodism is not a splinter group broken off fran the American 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Rather, it is an independent sect, founded in 
England as a revival rrovement within Wesleyan Methodism. The Primitive 
Methodist Church first appeared in the united States in 1829 and in Mineral 
Point in 1848, although John Hollow established what may have been a precursor 
church in Mineral Point in 1842. 

Primitive Methodists are very similar to other Methodists in doctrine, but 
their church is organized very differently. There is no centralized authority 
in the Primitive Methodist Church. One General Council, the church's chief. 
legislative 1:x:>dy, is carposed of equal numbers of ministers and lay delegates . 
The Primitive Methodist Church is much smaller than the United Methodist ' 
Church, the main heir of the Methodist Episcopal tradition. There are rrore 
than ten million United Methodists in America today while there are closer to 
ten thousand Primitive Methodists~· 

In 1842, a religious dissenter, John Hollow, arrived in Mineral Point. He 
imnediately began holding services in various people's hares. In about 1845 , 
he built a church (location not known) where his so-called Hollowites 
1f.K)rshipped for the next several years, and he and others conducted a prirrary 
school . Perhaps because the Primitive Methodists net in Hollow's church in 
1848 and 1849, local sentiment linked the Hollowites with the subsequent 
Primitive Methodists. (Fiedl.er 1973:181, Information fran the United 
Congregational Church) 

In 1848 Mineral Point's Primitive Methodist Church fo:ared. The slavery issue, 
increasing episcopal powers, and petty argl1ll¥3llts split the local Methodist 
Episcopal congregation. Seventy mambers left the M.E. Church and fo:ared the 
Primitive Methodist Church. Reverend Joseph Hewett was the force behind 
organizing the Mineral Point P.M. congregation in 1848, adding twelve rore 
members to the seventy that had already withdrawn fran the M.E. Church. 
(Fiedler 1973:181-182, Butterfield 1881:715) 

The "bolters," as people ccmronly called them, 1f.K)rshipped in the Hollowites 
church and various houses throughout the town for a year. In 1849, they built 
their first church (not extant) on the comer of Maiden and Chestnut. The 
building, made of linestone, cost the P.M. congregation $2,000. In 1849, the 
church added a balcony and in 1851, a gallery. (Butterfield 1881:849, 876, 
Information fran the United Congregational Church) 

In 1874, the Primitive Methodists built a new church (not extant} and held a 
church dedication cerarony. Presumably, this /new building took the place of 
the church they built in 1849. The congregation, led by Reverend William 
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Jacka Jr., grew in size and in 1879, boasted 774 rrsnbers. Six fully ordained 
ministers and thirteen preachers derived fran the church after 1849. ~ 
local P.M. preachers in Mineral Point were Philip Allen and John Toay. 
(Butterfield 1881:849,876, Information from the United Congregational Church) 

In 1890, the Primitive Methodists tore down the stone church and in 1892 they 
carpleted a large frame church (303 Maiden St., 17/29), costing them $30,000 . . 
The congregation hired Fred Mrlochlager Mrent of Chicago, Illinois, as the 
architect. Built on a stone foundation, the church contained a roan for 
Sunday School and other rreetings which seated 600 people and an auditorium 
sanctuary, a plan introduced by Robert Mills in the 1850s, which seated 700. 
The adjoining chapel held another 200 people. Three rrore classroans located 
above the chapel and a tall spire graced the northeast corner of the building . 
The congregation also replaced its foot purrp organ fran the original church 
with a pipe organ in 1913 at a cost of $2,000. (Fiedler 1973:182, Information 
from the United Congregational Church) 

In 1913, the Mineral Point Primitive Methodist congregation severed its ties 
with the Primitive Methodist Church and joined the Congregational Conference 
of Wisconsin. The Church had a hard time attracting the diverse people in 
the area and a hard time ccrrpeting with the larger congregations. TI1is wai 
partly responsible for the failure of the P.M. Church. Miners and fanTY3I's of 
the lead mine region could not afford the financial .burden of the large 
missionary projects, and the Primitive Methodist Church had no central body to 
absorb the extensive costs. The congregation's choice of the Congregational 
Church to affiliate with was probably a result of the fact that their minister 
at the time, the Reverend W. J.C. Bond, was a congregational minister. 
Although originally a Mineral Point Primitive Methodist preacher, Bond had 
been ordained a Congregational minister in 1895. He served twelve years as 
the Congregational minister at Boscobel. After a one year sabbatical, he 
returned to Mineral Point to serve as the Primitive Methodist minister while 
rerraining a Congregationalist. (Fiedler 1973:182-183) 

Catholics 

The Catholic Church came to the state of Wisconsin with French Jesuit 
missionaries who \t,K)rked primarily arrong the Indians along Lake Superior, Lake 
Michigan, and the Fox and Wolf Rivers between 1660 and 1728. Bet\ril89l'l 1728 and 
1823, itinerant missionaries served the state. As penmnent settlement grew 
in the state after 1830, the church began to establish congregations in areas 
where Catholic settlers lived along with its continuing \t,K)rk arrong the Native 
Arrericans. By 1843, there were enough established churches in the territory 
to warrant the establishment of a separate diocese. TI1e catholic Church in 
Wisconsin during the historic period was heavily related to Irish and Gennan 
imnigration with smaller numbers of French, Polish, and Czech parishes. 
Around the turn of the century, the numbers of Italian and Slavic parishes 
increased as these imnigrant groups flooded into the country, and into sane 
areas of Wisconsin. This ethnic distribution lasted into the twentieth 
century until traditional urban ethnic neighborhoods began to disintegrate and 
rural areas became rrore harogeneous. Today, rrost the of "ethnic" parishes in 
the Catholic Church are the all-black or all-hispanic parishes in sane large 
urban areas in the state. (Wyatt 1986:Religion 3-3--3-7) 

'--' 

'--' 

'--' 

....., 



108 

Bishop Edward D. Fenwick, whose bishopric stretched over Chio, Michigan and 
the Northwest Territory , laid the foundation of a penranent priesthood in 
Wisconsin. He ordained three rren who spent oost of their priestly lives 
serving the catholic Church in Wisconsin. en February 3, 1829, he ordained 
ti...o Gennans, John Martin Henri and Martin Kundig, into the catholic • 
pr iesthood . A year later, on September 5, 1830, he ordained Brother 5arruel 
Mazzuchelli , an Italian Dcrninican. (Writers Program 1979:6, 85, Fiedler 
1973:174-176) 

Mazzuchelli was the "first cont inuing pastor" of the catholic Church in the 
state since the departure of the Jesuit priests fran the Green Bay area in 
1728. In the early 1830s, Mazzuchelli toiled in Mackinac . The heavy 
missionary efforts in the eastern sector of the territory prarpted Mazzuchelli 
to transfer his missionary efforts to northern Iowa and Illinois, and southern 
Wisconsin in 1835. (Writers Program 1979:6, 85, Fiedler 1973:174-176) 

Reverend Mazzuchelli was the first catholic priest to visit Mineral Point. He 
came in April, 1835, as a pioneer missionary Dcminican. While here, he 
preached senrons to oostly protestant people. At that time, few catholics had 
settled in Mineral Point. While in Mineral Point, Mazzuchelli baptized three 
children of the newly forrred catholic congregation. He said his first rrasi in 
Mineral Point in 1838, in a log shanty near the present St. Mary's catholic 
Church. The congregation organized as a mission in 1839. They rented a house 
and began holding their church services there. Mazzuchelli visited Mineral 
Point at irregular intervals until 1842. Then, Reverend Janes causse, fran 
the Diocese of Detroit, stationed in Potosi, took over serving Mineral Point. 
Father causse was in Mineral Point once a oonth. His efforts got the 
congregation ooving and in 1842, they built the first Ranan catholic Church in 
Mineral Point (St . Paul ' s Mission Church 414 Ridge St. , 32/16). It is a 
combination sandstone/limestone building, twenty-eight feet wide and forty 
feet long. The congregation, the rrajority Irish, named the church St. Paul's 
catholic Church. Sare members travel led over twenty-five miles to attend 
services. Father causse continued to conduct services through 1844 . (Writers 
Program 1979:6, 85, Fiedler 1973:174-176) 

In 1843, the Wisconsin territory separated and folm3d a new diocese . Father 
Martin Henri was the first Bishop. Henri assigned Reverend .Adelbert Inarra, a 
Gernan stationed at Sauk Prairie, to the Mineral Point congregation. Reverend 
Inama visited in the fall of 1845, and noted that Father causse's stone church 
was aloost carplete. On December 7, 1845, the congregation held a dedicat ion 
cererrony and Father Henri blessed the church . On September 24, 1846, Father 
Victor Jouanneault assumed charge of the congregation. He also built the 
first catholic grade school in Wisconsin in Mineral Point. Although the 
church officially became the St. Charles catholic Church, all references 
continued to refer to it as St. Paul's catholic Church. 

In May, 1855, the parish laid the cornerstone for a new church building (not 
extant), forty feet wide by eighty feet long. The parish used this church 
fran its July, 1860, dedication until 1910. The congregation then denolished 
it and built a $20,000 vitrified brick church with Bedford stone trim. The 
current St. Paul's catholic Church {414 Ridge St., 32/16), carpleted in 1911 , 
holds 450 people. (Fiedler 1973:178, Writers Program 1979:166) 
Historically, the character of catholic life in Wisconsin has been 
overwhelmingly Gennan . During the nineteenth century, Gennan speaking 
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imnigrants were in the majority arrong all Catholics in Wisconsin. This was 
not the case, however, in Mineral Point until the late 1860s when Gennans 
began to outnumber the early Irish Catholics . Most of these new imnigrants 
could not understand or speak English, and linguistic and nationality problems 
became a pressing concern for the Catholic clergy. Although the presiding 
bishops attarpted to provide each parish with a priest of the predaninant 
nationality, it was difficult to satisfy the entire group. Ih the late 1860s , 
Mineral Point's Gennan Catholics separated fran St . Paul's congregation and 
formed the St. Mary's German Catholic Church. Father Weinhart was their first 
pastor. (Fiedler 1973:185, Writers Program 1979:129) 

In 1870, St. Mary's congregation built a new frame church and rectory (not 
extant) across fran the old Mineral Point city cerretery. Their t1,,X> buildings 
cost $10,000. In 1871, the new St. Mary's Parochial School (not extant), a 
large t1,,X> story frame structure, opened. Established. by Reverend James 
O'Keefe, it was one of the first Catholic schools, after St. Paul's Parish 
School, to establish in the state. ·1n 1873, St. Mary's German Catholic 
Congregation established. its own caretery. In 1879, Reverend Joseph Huber 
became pastor at St . Mary's. He remained until 1900, when Reverend Nicholas 
Weyer came to Mineral Point to take over St. Mary's. under his leadership, in 
1901, the parish built a new brick church (224 Davis Street, 21/5) also in. the 
northeastern portion of town. It is 120 feet long, 46 feet wide, and 120 feet 
fran the ground to the top of the cross perched on the peak of the building . 
The congregation also built a new frame rectory (234 Davis St., 21/11) while 
Reverend Weyer was pastor. In 1904, the church replaced. their frarre 
schoolhouse with a large red brick school building (216 Davis St., 21/4). The 
eastern one-third of the building served as the nun ' s quarters, while the rest 
of the building was used as classroans. 

Episcopcil 

Episcopal missionary i,..orkers came to the Wisconsin territory beginning in the 
late 1820s as eastern Indians, who had been converted to the Church of England 
teachings , were iroved to Wisconsin and took the church with them. Missionary 
i,..ork increased during the 1830s and 1840s with both Native 1\mericans and 
settlers in the southwest mining area. By 1847, there were 25 congregations 
with 969 members. Episcopal membership grew slowly, but was assisted. by the 

'-' 

'--' 

'--' 

establishment of a seminary in Wisconsin in 1842. The ethnic affiliation of ,...) 
church members was primarily American. (Wyatt 1986:Religion 9-2--9-5) 

In 1835, Jackson Kerper was the Church's first missionary bishop. He came to 
Mineral Point in 1836 and conducted the first Episcopalian services held in 
the city. Between 1838 and 1847, Kerper made annual visits to the Wisconsin 
area and to Mineral Point, checking on priests and missionaries in the field. 
He located the Episcopal headquarters for the southwestern sector of the state 
at Prairie du Chien. (Fiedler 1973:5, 179) 

Father Richard F. Cadle came to Mineral Point in 1836 as a missionary and 
served the parish for three years. Cadle was instrumental in developing 
Episcopalian churches in Wisconsin, devoting irore than fifteen years to the 
cause. He held services in Mineral Point, Lancaster, and cassville, fonning 
many churches throughout the lead mining district. (Fiedler 1973:179) 
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In 1839, Reverend Weed conducted services at the first log Courthouse in 
Mineral Point . In 1840, Moses Strong donated a whole city block to the 
parish . The congregation raised rroney and by the spring of 1840, began 
constructing a new church (not .extant). They built the walls of rough 
limestone and the construction was rude when work ceased later that year. 
Lack of funds caused the parish and their church to lay donnant for five 
years . (Fiedler 1973:179, 206) 

In September, 1845, Reverend Ebene;zer Williams came to Mineral Point and 
revived the congregation. They organized a vestry and the parish became known 
as the Trinity Church . In October, 1845, the vestry decided to build a church 
for a cost of $5,000. The parish appointed one ccmnittee to raise noney and 
the other to oversee the construction. The parish once again sought 
permission to use the Courthouse as a tenporary place to hold services until 
corrpletion of its church. In October, 1846, the parish left the Courthouse 
for their new church (402 High St., 26/8), however, the structure was not 
fully corrplete and consecrated until 1855. (Fiedler 1973:179-180, Butterfield 
1881:717-718) 

In 1865, Reverend Lyrran Phelps becarre rector of Trinity Episcopal Church and, 
in 1868, the parish built a Gothic Style sandstone rectory (409 High St., • 

. 26/9) for $6700. In 1869, the congregation also built a select parish 
school/hall where the Mineral Point Bank had been fran 1839-1841. (Mineral 
Point Tribune 6 January 1869 , Fiedler 1973:180) 

In 1881, Reverend March Chase became rector and served the parish for thirty­
two years until his retirement in 1914. The Episcopal diocese listed Trinity 
Episcopal Church as a mission in 1934, and for a while, a rector fran either 
Platteville or Lancaster served the parish. The parish had a resident pastor 
again, however, by the time World War II began. Fran 1957 to_ 1960, the 
Congregation made extensive repairs to the church, strengthened the foundation 
and restored the entire church. However, in February, 1971, the roof of the 
parish school collapsed frcm heavy snow and was darolished. (Fiedler 
1973:181, Information fran Serena Nelson) 

Lutheran 

The Lutheran Church is the oldest and one of the largest Protestant 
dencminations of Christianity and the largest Protestant group in Wisconsin. 
The church came to Arrerica with the vast numbers of Gennan and Scandinavian 
imnigrants who entered in the nineteenth century. Differences in nationality 
and language led to the developnent of many independent synods serving each 
distinct group. Especially in Wisconsin, Lutherans were divided into groups 
based on nationality and language, and further, depending upon each person's 
r elationship to his or her heme church, Wisconsin Lutherans divided up into 
specific churches that either retained or rejected their old country church 
ties. In Wisconsin, in particular, many irrrnigrants retained their ties to 
their heme churches rather than joining Arrerican synods. This diversity led 
to a carplicated synodical history within the Lutheran Church, a synodical 
history that still exists to the present time , despite ntnrerous mergers of 
small synods in the twentieth century. Three major synods daninated Wisconsin 
Lutheranism in the early twentieth century . These were the Wisconsin Synod, 
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the Missouri Synod, and the old Norwegian Synod (rrade up of several old 
Norwegian synods). (Wyatt 1986:Religion 13-1--13-3) 

It was fran the Missouri Synod that Hope Lutheran Church in Mineral Point 
developed. In 1939, several families living in Mineral Point contacted 
Reverend William F. Laesch, a pastor with the Missouri Lutheran Synod, to fonn 
a Lutheran Church. Laesch began holding services in the hane of Mr. and Mrs . 
Harold Maynard on October 29, 1943 . Later , servi ces rroved to the American 
Legion Hall. Pastors J.E. Pingle and J. J. Lippolt succeeded Laesch. Pastor 
Lippolt served the congregation for nine years and was instrunental in helping 
draw up the Articles of Incorporation and a Constitution for the Church. In 
November, 1943, the group adopted the narre "Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Mineral Point" and becarre part of the organized Lutheran churches. 
(Fiedler 1973:9,10,186-187) 

In 1972, Pastor Waldo R. Wold carre to the Mineral Point Lutheran congregation. 
It was during his administration that the congregation built the present Hope 
Lutheran Church (555 Ccmrerce Street , 25/02) . Mr. and Mrs. Pannely Harris 
donated the land for the church in 1967 . In November, 1973, the parish held 
their first services in the new church. Today, the Hope Lutheran Church 
congregation has grown to over 130 families. (Information fran Hope Lutherpn 
Church and Serena Nelson) 

Note on Sources 

The Mineral Point TribW1e, the 1881 coW1ty history, and Fiedler's book were 
the rrost irrportant prirrary sources of information for this chapter. Also 
helpful was information fran the churches thanselves. 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

PROPERTY ADDRESS/MAP <X>DE DATE 

Methodist Episcopal Church 400 Doty St. (26/7) 1868-1871 
Primitive Methodist Church 
(Congregational Church) 303 Maiden St. (17/29) 1892 
St. Paui's Mission Church 414 Ridge St. ( 32/16) 1842 
St. Paul's catholic Church 141 Ridge St. (32/16) 1909 
st. Mary's catholic Church 224 Davis St. (21/5) 1901 
St. Mary's Catholic School 216 Davis St. (21/4) 1904 
St. Mary' s Rectory 234 Davis St. (21/11) 
Trinity Episcopal Church 402 High St. (26/8) 1847 
Episcopal Rectory 409 High St. (26/9) 1868 
Hope Lutheran Church 555 cannerce st. (25/2) 1973 
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CHAPTER XII SETTLEMENT 

Introduction 

During the nineteenth century, inmigrants flooded into Wisconsin. At mid­
century, roost imnigrants to Wisconsin were Yankees frcm New -England or other 

-Americans, and foreign imnigrants frcm F.ngland, Ireland, Norway, and 
especially Geimany . These groups continued to cane into Wisconsin throughout 
the nineteenth century, along with Poles , Bohemians, and other European groups 
that created pockets of settlerrent in various areas of the state. By 1900, 
parts of Wisconsin had a definite European flavor , as roost inmigrant groups, 
except English-speaking groups, were not fully assimilated into American 
society until after World War I . The tendency of imnigrant groups to 
congregate with others of their group led to the establishrrent of traditions 
and institutions that were peculiar to each group. In areas where there were 
concentrations of any particular ethnic group, ethnic churches, ethnic 
societies, ethnic schools, and other ethnic organizations were often 
established. In sane cases, these ethnic institutions were so pervasive in a 
coomunity, they seared to daninate the culture and lifestyle of that carmunity 
for a long period of time. (Wyatt 1986:Settlarent 1-1--1-2) 

There were tw::> irrportant imnigrant groups that settled in Mineral Point in the 
nineteenth century. These groups had the roost effect on the culture and 
traditions of the camrunity during -its history. The first group was the 
Arrericans, who were roostly miners and entrepreneurs who came fran the eastern 
and southern United States. The second group was the Cornish, who cane to 
w::>rk the mines of southwestern Wisconsin. Because of the unique settlarent 
patterns of southwestern Wisconsin , neither group established the institutions 
and organizations in Mineral Point that other early imnigrant ethnic groups 
did in other cc:mnunities. Most of the early settlers were miners, and many 
did not consider themselves pennanent residents. By the time Mineral Point 
took on a rrore settled quality in the 1840s and 1850s, many of the .American 
and Cornish miners had departed for the gold fields of california, or for 
other new econanic opportunities elsewhere. 

The Americans that chose to stay in Mineral Point were largely responsible for 
establishing American governns1t and institutions in the fledgling CCJIITlll'lity. 
And, sane were irrportant political figures in Wisconsin territorial 
government. The Cornish who stayed in Mineral Point established few foITnal 
Cornish institutions in the cannunity, but through their daily activities and 
lifeways, they introduced their culture to the other residents in the 
coomunity over the years . In the 1930s, tw::> men, who rehabilitated sane stone 
cottages built by Cornish stone masons, revived Cornish culture in Mineral 
Point . Their preservation activity in the mid-twentieth century has as nuch 
to do with the city being known for its Cornish heritage as the activities of 
the original Comish residents in the nineteenth century. 

112 
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Merican Settlanent 

Americans were usually the first settlers in Wisconsin ccmnunities. These 
early settlers were rrost often fran New England, especially New York, and are 
often referred to as Yankees. But in sare carmunities, Americans camefran 
other parts of the country, such as the south or the Olio Valley. Regardless 
of where they came fran, Arrericans rarely congregated in nurrbers so high that 
they created distinctively Yankee or Arrerican ccmnunities in the state. 
Rather, they were ccmnunity leaders who helped establish American governm:mt 
and traditions in new ccmnunities , and they were often successful business 
entrepreneurs, as i,,iel l . 

American settlers in Wisconsin also had a tendency to rrove on, looking for new • 
challenges and new econanic opportunities elsewhere. The Americans who stayed 
behind in carmunities eventually merged into a harogeneous carrnunity with 
inmigrant groups that came after the Arrericans. Individual Anericans retained 
their irrportance in ccmnuni ties as the nineteenth century progres.sed, but they 
easily blended in with the second and third generations of European 
inmigrants, as these groups became Americanized themselves. 

The earliest settla,ent into southwestern Wisconsin consisted of seasonallt 
transient miners frcm areas in southern Illinois and Missouri and rrore 
permanent miners fran New England. These miners care into the lead region in 
the late 1820s, and stayed until the first lead rush ended in 1829, when rrost 
of the miners left as fast as they caioo. After the Black Hawk War ended in 
1832, higher lead prices brought back Anerican miners, along with land 
speculators and their agents, who came after non-mineral land went on sale at 
the Mineral Point land office in 1834, and entrepreneurs who started 
businesses in the growing ccmnunity. (Erdman 1982:5-6, Writers Program 
1979:29-44) 

Unlike early settlers in other areas in Wisconsin, who built permanent farms 
and ccmnunities, many early settlers in Mineral Point were nuch less 
permanent. Farly miners were largely transient and often lived in crude, 
tarporary housing. Because of this, the citizens of Mineral Point took longer 
to establish Anerican institutions and governnent. For exanple, while sane 
Americans were deeply involved in territorial politics, the first attE1TPt at 
fonnal government in Mineral Point in 1837 failed t~ years later for lack of 
interest and participation. Public schools and other services and 
institutions also lagged in the cannunity until the 1840s and 1850s. This is 
not meant as a criticism of Alrerican settlers in Mineral Point, but only to 
point out that the transient nature of this rough-and-tumble mining camunity 
slowed the developnent of fonnal institutions until the 1840s and 1850s. (See 
Historical Overview) 

Americans were by far the largest inmigrant group in the Mineral Point area in 
the 1830s. Comish imnigrants began caning to southwestern Wisconsin in the 

-
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late 1830s, with the bulk of their inmigration occurring in the 1840s . Many 1...i 

American and Comish miners rushed west after the gold strikes of the late 
1840s and early 1850s, although sare returned. The census of 1850 is the 
first thorough enumeration of the ethnic background of people in southwestern 
Wisconsin. And, while many who left the region for the west were probably not 
counted, the 1850 census is, nevertheless, a good indication of who the 
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permanent residents were, the ones who had nore of an inpact on the carrrunity 
because they did stay there. (Schafer 1932:44) 

The 1850 census indicated that in the lead mining region of Wisconsin, rrost 
Americans who were born outside of the state were fran the south or what was 
the southwest part of the country at that time, specifically southern 
Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri. There were also many residents 
who were natives of New York and Ohio, but they were not as numerous as those 
who cama fran the south. (Schafer 1932:45~46) 

In Mineral Point itself, the 1850 census reveals that nost of the inhabitants 
at that time were English-speaking. Of the 508 heads of families reported, 
311 were English, 108 were American, 49 were Irish, and 28 were Genran. The 
ranainder were a snall mix of other groups. The English element was made up of 
primarily Cornish people, while the Americans were primarily fran Pennsylvania 
and New York. This eastern influence in town is explained by the fact that 
the rrost transient miners were the southerners, who often lived in terrporary 
housing, while the rrore penranent settlers were fran the east. (Schafer 
1932:189; Erdman 1982:5-6} 

The 1860 census shOW"s a similar ethnic breakdown. In the town of Mineral • 
Point, a listing of the heads of families that is classified according to 
country of birth shows that of the 208 heads of families, 46 were .Anerican, 
while 162 were foreign. Of the 162 foreign-fonn, 110 were fran England 
(Cornwall), 27 were fran Ireland, and 22 were fran Gemany. In 1870, the 
results were again similar. Of the 27-3 heads of families reported, 62 were 
Americans and 211 were foreign. Of the 211 foreign-born, 131 were fran 
England (Cornwall}, 33 were fran Ireland, and 35 were fran Gennany. While the 
1905 census indicates a much larger percentage of American nativity (178 out 

. of 257 heads of families reported}, 79 are still listed as foreign. Of these 
79, 33 were fran England, 26 were fran Genrany, and 11 were fran Ireland. · 
(Schafer 1932:290-297} 

The above census figures show that while Americans were not the largest ethnic 
group .in Mineral Point in the nineteenth century, they were a large and 
irrportant group. The figures also show that throughout the last half of the 
nineteenth century, the nunber of .knericans stayed relatively stable in 
carparison with the English (Cornish), who were the nost numerous. The rise 
in Americans at the turn of the century was probably due to a rise in the 
numbers of second and third generations of foreign-born imnigrants. 

As indicated in the introduction, the Americans of Mineral Point did not 
establish particularly "ethnic" institutions. The influence of the early, 
transient American miners, as a group, is represented by the advancement of 
lead mining in the area. Americans who were nore pennanent residents in 
Mineral Point also made a contribution to the lead mining industry. Praninent 
Arrericans, 1rostly business entrepreneurs and land speculators, made a 
contribution to the grOW'th and developnent of the local and regional econany. 
All of these Americans brought with than the culture, religion, and public 
institutions they knew in their previous hares. And, \\41.ile .knericans 
congregated in religious groups and social organizations with other Americans, 
the significance of American settlement in Mineral Point lies primarily in 
their overall contributions to the lead mining industry, and in the 
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achievements of certain individual Americans in the field of law and politics. 

sane praninent Americans who carre to Mineral Point were particularly active in 
law and politics, and were partly responsible for establishing Atrerican 
institutions in southwestern Wisconsin One of the rrost praninent of these 
Arrericans was Moses Strong ( 525 Fountain St., 32/22). A Verrront native, 
Strong was a lawyer and agent for eastern land speculators in Mineral Point. 
He was very active in territorial politics, serving as U. s. Distdct Attorney 
for the Wisconsin territory, a member of the territorial legislature, a 
delegate to the first state constitutional convention, and ran for territorial 
delegate to the U. s. Congress as a Derocrat. A speculator in land as well as 
business ventures, he was not often successful. In his later years, he ran a 
law practice in Mineral Point and served the state bar association. His rost 
irrportant irrprint on Mineral Point is Strong's Addition, the land he platted 
that takes up much of the western part of the city today. (Dictionary of 
Wisconsin Biography 1960:343) 

Another irrportant American in law and politics in Mineral Point was Montganery 
M. Cothren (320 Tc,.,.,er St., 39/22). Cothren was a native of New York and carre 
to southwestern Wisconsin in 1839, when he was 20. In 1843, he came to • 
Mineral Point and began a law practice. A praninent Dem:>crat in territorial 
politics, Cothren was a nenber of the territorial legislature, and later a 
state senator. In 1852, he became a judge of the Fifth Circuit, and served 
until 1865. He served again between 1877 and 1883. (Dictionacy of Wisconsin 
Biography 1960:87) 

Amasa Cobb (107 Dodge St., 27/9) carre to Wisconsin fran Illinois in 1842 to 
~rk in lead mining. He setved in the Mexican War, then returned to Wisconsin 
where he established a law practice. A praninent Republican, he served as 
district .attorney in Ic,...,a County, in the state senate, as adjutant general, 
and state assemblyman, where he was speaker in 1861. Cobb recruited and led 
the Fifth Wisconsin Infantry RegiI'l¥311t to service in the Civil War. While 
serving in the war, he was elected to Congress, but did not serve mtil 1863. 
In 1864, he recruited the 43rd Wisconsin Regimant and led this group into 
service. In 1865, he was made a brigadier general. After the war, he seIVed 
in Congress for three tenns until 1871. In that year he llDVed to Lincoln, 
Nebraska, where he had a distinguished career as a lawyer, businessman, and 
state suprema court justice. (Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography 1960:80) 

One of the .Americans to care to Mineral Point during the "Middle Years" of its 
developnent was Alexander Wilson (110 Dodge st., 33/30). Wilson attended 
college in his native New York state, then carre to Dubuque, Iowa in 1854, 
where he studied law. He carre to Mineral Point in 1855, \tllere he was a 
lawyer, teacher, district attorney, and superintendent of schools. He was 
elected attorney general in 1877, and served t~ tenns, until 1882. He spent 
his last years as a lawyer in Mineral Point. {Dictionacy of Wisconsin 
Biography 1960:378) 

/Americans were also successful in business, particularly in the area of 
banking. They often had access to capital that inmigrants fran foreign 
countries did not have. There were many Americans who engaged in business in 
Mineral Point, and, as a group, they contributed to the growth and developrent 
of the camunity. Many of the businesses in Mineral Point's downtown were 

....., 
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owned and operated by Arrericans, and the significant ones will be discussed in 
the Ccmrerce chapter. Other historic resources that are directly associated 
with .Americans, such as early goverrurent buildings, have, unfortunately been 
darolished, leaving the hemes of the praninent individual Almricans listed 
above as the rrost significant extant resources related to American settlanent 
in Mineral Point. • 

Comish Settlanent 

The Cornish people are Celts who were driven into the area of Wales and 
Cornwall when the Anglo-Saxons invaded England in the fifth century. Not 
subjugated by the invaders until the ninth century, the Celts held on to their 
culture for many generations . Cornwall is rrountainous and surrounded on three 
sides by water, and historically, rrost families depended on mining, fishing , 
or fanning for their living. By the nineteenth century, Comish mines were 
alrrost played out, and many Cornish people decided to imnigrate to America. 
(Copeland 1898:301-302) • 
Cornish people began caning to the southwestern Wisconsin lead region in the 
1830s. They came nainly frcm carroorne and Redruth in western Cornwall, an •o1d 
mining center of the country . Cornish inmigrants came as early as 1816, and 
settled in the eastern United States near copper and iron mines. Word of the 
lead mines of the upper midwest brought sate Cornish miners to the area and 
when they reported on the abundance of mineral there, Cornish migration to 
Wisconsin took off. The Cornish were stimulated in caning to Wisconsin 
because of a poor hane econany, the chance for wealth fran American mines, a 
chance to work for thanselves, and an opportunity for land and mine ownership, 
sanething they could not have in Cornwall. The final straw was a potato 
blight in the early 1840s, and that decade saw the rrost Cornish inmigration 
into Wisconsin. (Erdman 1982:10-11, Copeland 1898:313-315) 

Only a few Cornish imnigrants came to Wisconsin prior to the mid-1830s. In 
1819, Francis Clyna came to Arrerica and began mining in Maryland. During the 
1820s, he mined in Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri before he came to Galena 
in 1827. He opened a mine near Shullsburg, and settled there with his family . 
He was the first known Cornishman to cane into the Wisconsin lead region. 
sane of the earliest Comish imnigrants came to Mineral Point. In 1830, 
Edward James came to Mineral Point directly fran Cornwall, and in 1831, he was 
joined by his brother, Joseph . In 1832 Francis Vivian, Matthew Edwards, James 
and Wi 11 iam Prideaux, anong others, came to Mineral Point, and after this time 
there was a steady stream of Cornish imnigrants into the canrunity and 
southwestern Wisconsin. (Copeland 1898:305-308) 

According to English census records, in early 1841, alrrost 800 people left the 
mining region of camborne-Redruth for Wisconsin. By 1850, it was estimated 
that 7,000 Cornish people had migrated into the lead region and were the 
largest ethnic group in the area . The 1850 census indicated that of the 508 
heads of families in Mineral Point, 311, or well over half, were born in 
England (Cornish). In the 1860 census , the town of Mineral Point reported 
that 110 of 208 heads of families were of English (Cornish) birth, or half of 
the town's population. In the 1870 census, 131 of 273 heads of families 
reported that they were of English (Cornish) birth. (Erdman 1982:11-12, 
Schafer 1932:189, 290-294) 
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Prior to 1845, rrost Cornish irnnigrants came fran the English ports of Fallrouth 
or Liverpool. After a five to seven-week journey to New York City, there were 
t\<.O ways to get to the Wisconsin lead region. The first was via the Hudson 
River to Albany, then the Erie canal to Buffalo, through the Great Lakes to 
Cleveland, then down a canal to the Ohio River, then to st . Louis. Then it 
was up the Mississippi River to Galena. Another way was to go to Philadelphia 
by railroad , then to Pittsburgh by rail and canal , then down the Ohio River to 
st . Louis and the same way to Galena . After 1845, rrost Cornish inmigrants 
came to Montreal, then travelled through the Great Lakes system to Milwaukee, 
then overland to the lead region . (Erdman 1982 : 12, Copeland 1898:316) 

When the Cornish arrived in the lead region, they had little difficulty taking 
up mining with little investment or effort. As hard rock miners they 
possessed technically superior knowledge in \<.Orking deep mines . American 
miners usually only \i\Orked surface deposits of lead because they were not 
experts in deep mining. But, rich ore was abundant at deeper levels. The new 
Cornish miners could often just take over an abandoned surface mine, \i\Ork it 
with their deep mining knowledge, and reap the rewards. {Erdman 1982:11) • 

At the height of Cornish irnnigration into Wisconsin, it was estimated that 
they accounted for 50 percent of Mineral Point's population. But that soorf 
changed. The gold rush caused thousands of miners in the area to leave in 
search of new and greater wealth out west. Cornish miners also left for the 
mines of northern Michigan, Colorado, Montana, Australia, and Latin America. 
But, rrost of the Cornish who left for california came back to Wisconsin after 
they failed to rrake their fortunes. (Erdman 1982:12-13) 

Other than the churches they were affiliated with, the Cornish did not 
establish any special ethnic organizations. This is probably due to t\llO 
factors. First , many of the Cornish irnnigrants were miners who did not 
necessarily consider themselves permanent residents. Like many American 
miners, they were highly rrobile, rroving on to new opportunities and mines when 
they became available, like the california gold mines. They may not have been 
interested in organizations if they were only going to leave them after a 
short time. Second, even though the Cornish had their own dialect, they were 
basically English-speakers . As English-speakers, the Comish were rrore easily 
assimilated into American society and, perhaps, felt no need to congregate 
arrong themselves for support in a new land. In any event , the Cornish 
influence in Mineral Point sterns primarily fran their contributions to mining, 
religion, lifeways, and building practices. Individual Cornish imnigrants 
also made contributions to the business sector in Mineral Point. 

One of the rrost inportant contributions the Cornish made to the southwestern 
Wisconsin lead region was in mining technology. Used to hard-rock mining in 
their native land, and possessed with the safety fuse, they were very 
successful in taking over surface mines opened by Americans and mining the ore 
at the lower levels. Without their skills, lead mining in southwestern 
Wisconsin \IIOUld have developed nuch slower and the history of the region \IIOUld 
have changed. 

The Cornish also made a contribution to the religious history of Mineral 
Point. Strongly Methodist, the Cornish imnigrants founded the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Mineral Point in 1834. This church evolved into today's 
First Methodist Church (400 Doty St. , 26/7). In 1848, a difference of opinion '....,/ 
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caused a number of families to leave the Methodist ~iscopal Church and found 
the Primitive Methodist Church. This congregation was also strongly 
affiliated with Cornish imnigrants . In 1913, this church severed its ties 
with the Primitive Methodists and joined the Congregational Conference of 
Wisconsin. Today, this church is known as the First Congregational Church 
(303 Maiden St., 17/29). (Copeland 1898:321, Fiedler 1973:170-173,181-182) 

sane of the m::>re interesting lifeways the Cornish introduced to Mineral Point 
and the rest of southwestern Wisconsin included their unusual dialect and sane 
interesting food . The Cornish spoke a m::>dified version of English 
interspersed with Celtic words. Many Cornish phrases were introduced to 
Americans and added to the language of southwestern Wisconsin. Sale native 
Cornish food became legend in Mineral Point, especially after it was revived 
in the 1930s by the developers of the Pendarvis Historic Site . This 
interesting food includes the pasty, a meat pie made and eaten without a dishi 
saffron cakes, a sweet cake flavored and colored with saffron, a rare spice 
now iITt>Orted prirrarily fran Spain; and scalded cream, made by heating milk and 
skinming off the heated cream on top. The Cornish were religious, and much of 
their social life revolved around the churches they attended. overall, they 
were easily assimilated into American society, not holding to ties with the 
old country. While they worked prirrarily as miners, especially when they • 
first can-e to Wisconsin, as the mines played out, those who stayed went into 
other occupations such as fanning and business. (Copeland 1898:322-334) 

Cne of the rrore tangible ways the Cornish left their mark on Mineral Point was 
in the buildings they constructed . The Designers, Builders and Enqineers 
section of the Architecture chapters, elsewhere in this report, discuss local 
builders and contractors in Mineral Point, many of whan were of COmish 
descent . They include Philip Allen, Richard ~en, James carbis H14 Shake 
Rag St., 36/30), Richard Goldsworthy (930 State St., 40/18), Richard Tharas 
(114 Shake Rag St., 36/30), and John Toay (321 Fifth St. 56/10) . These, and 
others yet to be identified, have been generally credited with giving Mineral 
Point its historic appearance. Using locally-available limestone, COmish 
masons or builders are credited with building the distinctive stone cottages 
and many of the larger stone buildings of Mineral Point. 

A nwnber of individual COrnish imnigrants made their mark in Mineral Point in 
the business world. MOng them are praninent merchants Janes Brewer (526 
Fountain St., 32/30) , John Gray (615 Maiden St ., 33/8) , Joseph Gundry (234 
Madison St., 21/14), Sanuel Jenkins (321 N. Chestnut St ., 23/21), early 
machine shop and foundry owner William Lanyon (309 Front St . , 16/34), and 
physician Dr. John Vivian (128-130 High St . 14/26,55/3) . 

As indicated earlier, the Comish were easily assimilated into the Anerican 
ccmnunity, probably because they qenerally spoke English and had a carpatible 
lifestyle with Anericans. The result was that the COmish ethnic influence in 
Mineral Point becarre less pronounced as the years went on. By the 1930s, many 
of the small stone cottages that were associated with Comish miners, were in 
disrepair or had been unsyrrpathetically rem:xleled . Sare were being abandoned 
because they were too small and lacked mxiern amenities, and there 'WaS little 
rroney at the time to fix thEln up. In 1935, Robert M. Neal, a man of COrnish 
ancestry who 'WaS raised in Mineral Point, returned to the camunity after 
working in Chicago, New York, and London antique shops. He had a great 
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interest in Cornish heritage and sane of the small stone cottages on Shake Rag 
Street. (Fiedler 1973:165-166) 

Neal fonned a partnership with E'.dgar Hellum and purchased a stone cottage on 
Shake Rag Street. With the assistance of local stone masons who sti 11 knew 
the techniques of nineteenth century stone construction, Neal and Hellum 
rehabilitated their cottage, which they called Pendarvis House . They acquired 
the two-story stone building next door and rehabilitated it as well, calling 
it Trelawney. In Pendarvis and Trelawny (122 Shake Rag St. , 36/30) , Neal and 
Hellum lived and operated a restaurant. Seating was in Pendarvis, while the 
kitchen and living quarters were in Trelawny . (Fiedler 1973:166-168) 

In the late 1930s, Neal and Hellum acquired a log house built in the early 
1840s for the George Kislingbury family. They rehabilitated this house and 
named it Polperro ( 114 Shake Rag St., 36/31). As the years went on, Neal and 
Hellum acquired the neighboring old rCJw house known as Tarrblyn's RCM (114 
Shake Rag St., 36/27), a part log and part stone three-family house. Neal and 
Hellum also acquired logs fran various old structures in the area and 
reconstructed then on their property. Neal and Hell um used these new 
buildings as guest quarters, a gallery, and workshops for their business. 
Neal and Hellum effectively praroted their "restorations," collectively cal1.ed 
Pendarvis, and each year hundreds of visitors carre to Mineral Point to saJll)le 
Cornish food and Neal and Hellum's catt)anY, (Cn the Shake Raa 1992) 

Cornish heritage and the mining history of Mineral Point continues to be 
interpreted at the Pendarvis Historic Site, operated by the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin since 1970. Pendarvis has also attracted artists and 
others who have rehabilitated other stone buildings in Mineral Point. It is 
largely because of Pendarvis that even today, Mineral Point is known as a 
Cornish mining town. It is part of the ilTl)Ortant Cornish heritage in the 
city, a heritage that might have faded away without the work of Neal and 
Hellurn, cc:mnunity historians, and the staff at Pendarvis. 

Note on sources 

The infonration on American settlerrent was taken £ran many different sources, 
but particularly £ran Joseph Schafer's The Wisconsin Lead Region. It is a 
very good source on all of the ethnic groups that settled in southwestern 
Wisconsin. Most of the infonnation on the Comish carre fran Daniel E:ranan's 
unpublished manuscript regarding the Pendarvis carplex, and fran Louis 
Copeland's article about the Comish that was published in the Collections of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. Other infonration came fran 
speaking with Mark Knipping, the current director of the Pendarvis Historic 
Site. 
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Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY NAME 

American Sett 1 erren t 

1-k>ses Strong House 
1-k>ntganery M. Cothren House 
Arnasa Cobb House 
Alexander Wilson 

Cornish Settlanent 

Methodist Episcopal Church 
{First Methodist Church) 

Primitive Methodist Church 

ADDRESS/MAP OODE 

525 Fountain St . (32/22) 
320 Tc,,..ier St. (39/33) 
107 Dodge St. {27/9) 
110 Dodge St . (33/30) 

400 Doty St . (26/7) 

(First Congregational Church) 303 Maiden St. (17/29) 

James carbis (Trelawny) 
Richard GoldSv.Orthy Houses 
Richard Thare.s (Trelawny) 
John Toay House 
James Brewer House 
John Gray House 
Joseph Gundry House 
5anuel Jenkins House 
William Lanyon House 
Dr. John Vivian Buildings 
Pendarvis House 
Trelawny 
Polperro House 
Tanblyn's Row 

114 Shake Rag St. (36/30) 
930 State St. (40/18) 
114 Shake Rag St. (36/30) 
321 Fifth St. (56/10) 
526 Fountain St. (32/30) 
615 Maiden St. (33/8) 
234 Madison St. (21/14) 
321 N. Chestnut St. (23/21) 
309 Front St. (16/34) 
128-130 High St. (14/26,55/3) 
114 Shake Rag St. (36/30) 
114 Shake Rag St. (36/30) 
114 Spake Rag St. (36/31) 
114 Shake Rag St. (36/27) 

DATE 

C . 1840, 1866 
1854 

c . 1854 
1868 

1868-1871 • 

1892 

c.1843 
c.1850 
c.1843 
c.1840 

1866 
1865 

1867-68 
1849 
1854 

1850-1876 
c.1845 
c. 1843 

1842-1843 
1841, 1844 
1848-1852 



CHAPTER XIII SCX:IAL AND POLITICAL MJV&!ENTS 

Introduction 

Like rost Wisconsin ccmnunit ies, there i.,.iere a number of social groups in 
Mineral Point, along with irany providers of health services, and there are a 
number of buildings associated with these activities . Other social and 
political activities in Mineral Point are not as easy to identify or to 
associate with a specific building. Most of these activities revolved around 
individual actions or casual associations, and are, therefore, difficult to 
associate with an historic resource. Additional research should be done in 
the future to investigate these types of activities and their possible 
association with Mineral Point's historic buildings. This chapter is a review 
of sane of the resources that are associated with significant known social 
activities and their relationship to extant historic buildings. 

Health Services • 
There is no hospi tal in Mineral Point and no historic hospital develoiJfel'lt in 
the camrunity, probably because the population of the carmunity did not reach 
the level that such activity was seen as a necessity. Rather, health services 
in the city were provided by a large number of doctors through the years, sane 
of whan were long-tirre and irrportant citizens of the ccmnunity. A review of 
these physicians, highlighting significant doctors in the carmmity and the 
buildings associated with them, will illustrate this point. 

The first doctor in Mineral Point was E. Loofborrow, who arrived fran 
Gratiot's Grove in the late 1820s. He was the only doctor in town, serving 
both town and rural residents. Beginning a trend in Mineral Point, Dr. 
Loofborrow did not stay long. In 1828, William F. Mannegan, an imnigrant fran 
Missouri, who probably came with sane miners fran that area , succeeded 
Loofborrow as physician in the area. He left the area soon thereafter, as did 
irany miners , as the lead bean went bust for a short time . A few doctors came 
to the area in the early 1830s, but the lack of miners and the Black Hawk War 
resulted in few patients for them. By the late 1830s, though, as the lead 
boan was on, doctors returned to the area. Arrong the doctors who came and 
went in Mineral Point were F.dward McSherry, who came around 1837, a Dr. 
Chandler, R. G. Ridgeley, a Dr. Ross, and in 1840 , o. E. Strong. (Mineral 
Point Tribune 4 Septanber 1880, 19 May 1910, Writers Program 1979:82 , 117-118) 

As the cannunity natured in the 1840s, doctors who came to the coommity 
tended to stay longer , and it was during this era that sane of Mineral Point's 
rost significant doctors came to the cannunity . One of the first was SChuyler 
Pulford, who came in 1843 . As was ccmron for physicians in Mineral Point, 
Pulford also established a drug store in conjunction with his practice. His 
son, R. D. Pulford joined the business later, and in 1871 , he built his own 
building for this business (see dentists) . (Butterfield 1881:870) 

In 1846, James B. Moffett (403 s. Iowa St . , 34/10) , opened his office in 
Mineral Point. By 1853 , Moffett's office was upstairs in the old building at 
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214 High Street. In 1860, he opened a drug store in the new Toay and Allen 
Building that replaced the building at 214 High St. (43/28A). Moffett not 
only ran his medical office and drug store in town for rrany years, he was 
superintendent of Schools for a few years, and an active leader in the medical 
associations of the nineteenth century. (Mineral Point Tribune 22 September 
1853, Butterfield 1881:867) 

In 1847, John H. Vivian began to practice in the offices of a previous doctor 
. in the ccmnunity. Vivian, too, opened a drug store and became one of the rrost 
prcminent and successful physicians and druggists in the cannunity in the 
nineteenth century . His drug store was located in the fonner Rodolf dry goods 
store (128 High St., 14/26). He expanded the business in 1876, when he built 
130 High St . (55/3). His drug store business is still operated as the Ivey 
Phanracy today. (Butterfield 1881:878) 

Hanron Van Duesen (311 High St., 23/28) came to Mineral Point in 1848 . He had 
offices in downtown Mineral Point and was President of the State Medical 
Society in 1868 and 1872. He was mayor of Mineral Point in 1876. 
(Butterfield 1881:878) 

In Mineral Point's early years diseases were a constant problem. Malaria was 
one of the earliest problems doctors and residents faced, but cholera • 
epidemics were ranpant in the 1840s and 1850s, peaking in 1849-52. Because of 
the transient nature of the city, with miners ccming and going frcm other 
parts of the country, epidemics were easily spread. A cholera epidemic began 
in Mineral Point in 1849 and lasted all winter, killing over 30 people. In 
the spring of 1850, citizens, at the urging of local newspapers and city 
government, cleaned alleys, cellars, and streets, scattering line in the 
streets and disinfecting houses. But, not knowing how the disease was spread, 
it cane back to the city in the sumner of 1850, and rrore deaths occurred. 
(Fiedler 1973:95-98, Writers Program 1979:100-103, Butterfield 1881:501-504) 

By May, 1851, Mineral Point doctors had created the Board of Health to help 
deal with the effects of cholera. Samuel Thanas, Ebenezer Polk, and P. w. 
Thanas were the first health ccmnissioners. The three men supervised the 
clean-up of Mineral Point, and only a few cases of cholera appeared that year. 
What they didn't know was that the disease was beginning to run its course, 
and cleaning up the city, although probably greatly helpful to canbat other 
diseases, did not help defeat cholera that much. After the disease was spent , 
the Board of Health was discontinued. (Fiedler 1973:95-98, Writers Program 
1979:100-103, Butterfield 1881:501-504) 

Physicians were practiced in the 1850s include the above, along with George D. 
Wilbur, who also operated a drug store . J. A. Jackson had a doctor's office 
downtawn , along with other doctors in the ccmnunity . In 1865, N. Dalton 
opened a surgery and office at 206 High St. (43/29) . (Mineral Point Tribune 
22 September 1853, 6 January 1869, 2 May 1865) 

In November of 1865, the city council created a new Board of Health in Mineral 
Point and the doctors organized the Mineral Point Medical Society. The 
principal objective of this organization was to bring together ideas and 
irrprove medical conditions in Mineral Point. The location of such a society 
would be significant in the ccmnunity; but at this tine it is not known. 
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Further research should be done to uncover the location (if any) of this 
group. (Mineral Point Tribune 8 Novanber 1865, 11 Novanber 1865) 

In the late nineteenth century , there were many doctors practicing in the 
ccmnunity . . Most had offices in downtown ccmrercial buildings or their hanes . 
The location of a doctor's office or hare i s not , in and of itself, 
significant. The significance is that Mineral Point's downtown, as a whole, 
was known as a popular location for doctors' offices. Sare of the doctors who 
were practicing along with Drs. Vivian, Moffett, Wilbur, and Van Duesen in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries include H. ReChenback, E. 
Cronin, w. Eastman, H. w. Osborn, L. M. J . Leonard, F. W. Shepherd, Jarres 
Coolidge, H. L. Stevens and F. M. Bailey . (Mineral Point Tribune 6 January 
1869, 6 January 1870 , 5 March 1880, 1 January 1885, 5 January 1905, 19 January 
1905) 

Dentists 

As with doctors, dentists provided irrportant health care services in the 
ccrnnunity during the historic era. Like doctors, their offices or residences 
are not, in and of themselves, significant. What is significant is that tttey 
were part of the general health services available to Mineral Point residents , 
usually fran downtown offices. 

The first dentist arrived in Mineral Point in 1838. R. D. Pulford was also a 
dentist, but was rrore well known as a druggist . Other dentists in mid­
nineteenth century Mineral Point included a Dr. Higbee, J. c. Howell, D. M. 
Weld, M. S. Lawrence, H. H. Mitchell, and D. W. Aberill. In the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century, J. w. O:igers, J. H. Wingender, Jr., J . 
w. Wassail, J. W. O:igers, c. J. Fawks, w. J. Morgan, and c. G. Hubenthal all 
practiced dentistry in Mineral Point's downtown cannercial district . (Mineral 
Point Tribune 1 January 1838, 22 September 1853, 18 October 1854, 21 October 
1856, 21 June 1865, 7 January 1868, 6 January 1869, 12 March 1880 , 5 January 
1905, 18 March 1920, Butterfield 1881:728) 

Two brothers, John Mand William G. Hales were both born in rural Mineral 
Point . They both graduated fran the Pennsylvania College of Dental SUrgery in 
Philadelphia, in 1881 and 1883, respectively. They came back to Mineral Point 
and began practicing dentistry with an office downtown under the nan'e of Hales 
Brothers, Dental Surgeons. They severed the partnership in late 1888 and 
continued to practice alone. (Infonration fran Serena Nelson) 

Fraternal Organizations 

Fraternal groups have helped form a social order in American society and have 
performed many ircportant social and charitable activities. Tilere are t1t.10 main 
types of fraternal groups. The first is the club or social group that 
enphasizes fellowship and secrecy. The second is the benevolent or insurance­
providing societies, errphasizing financial assistance to their merrbers, often 
in the form of rrodern insurance carpanies . The Masons are the oldest of the 
fraternal groups of the rrore social type. Their first lodge was established 
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in Wisconsin at Green Bay in 1823. In 1843, there were three lodges at 
Platteville, Mineral Point, and Milwaukee. By 1865, there were about 150 
lodges in the state . Other historic groups include the <xld Fellows and the 
tE?Jlt)erance group, the Good Tarplars. Between 1866 and 1910, fraternal 
activity peaked. New groups established in Wisconsin included the Knights of 
Pythias, stiriners, F.agles, Elks, Foresters, and Modern Woodmen. Insurance­
providing groups also -flourished. Female auxiliaries were founded, . the nost 
well-known being the Order of the F.astern Star, the Masonic auxiliary. After 
1910, the fraternal groups generally stopped growing. But rrost ccmnunities, 
including Mineral Point, still have at least one or two active fraternal 
groups . (Wyatt 1986:Social and Political Movements 5-1--5-6) 

<xld Fellows 

The International Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) Lodge No. 1 was started in 
Mineral Point by the mining cc:mnunity in 1835. They erected a building in 
1838 (116 Front St ., 16/20) . This was the first exid Fellows hall west of the 
Alleghenies. But, by 1843, the group was in decline and had to vacate their 
building, and it became a private residence. In 1873, the lodge was revived 
and sometime in the late nineteenth century began meeting in the old Lenahan ' s 
Block at 114 High St. In 1897, a big fire burned this block and it was 
rebuilt with the Brewer and Penhallegon Grocery on the first floor and the 
IOOF lodge on the second floor (114 High St., 14/23). They have continued to 
meet here up to the present time. Many praninent rrenbers of the cannunity 
were members of the IOOF, and during the historic era, it was irrportant for 
success in the business and professional ccmnunity to have a lodge 
affiliation. {Miners Free Press 23 June 1837, 31 July 1838, Sanborn-Perris 
Maps, Infonration fran Serena Nelson) 

The w:rnen's auxiliary of the IOOF, the Daughters of Rebekah had an active 
lodge in Mineral Point, beginning in 1872, when their Amelia Lodge No. 27 was 
chartered. Like the IOOF, the Daughters of Rebekah have met at the sarre 
locations in downtown Mineral Point. 

Masons 

The Mineral Point Lodge No . 1 received its charter fran the Free and Accepted 
Masons in 1841. The Masons secured this charter through the efforts and 
influence of William R. Smith, a high-ranking mason in Pennsylvania . After 
the Masons were established in Wisconsin, he also became a high-ranking Mason 
in this state. The Masons had several locations downtown before locating in 
the old Lenahan's Block by 1844 . When the 1897 fire ruined this block, the 
Masons chose to relocate, building their own hall at 306 High St . (24/3) . The 
Masons made an addition to this building in 1920, calling it the "Masonic 
Chm." As with the <xld Fellows, many praninent rranbers of the ccmnuni ty were 
Masons, and during the historic era, it was irrportant for success in the 
business and professional ccmnunity to have a lodge affiliation. (Mineral 
Point Tribune 22 September 1853, 14 June 1865, Sanborn-Perris Maps, 
Infonration fran Serena Nelson) 
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Waren IS Qrgani2.at ion 

Historically, other than terrperance or suffrage groups, many middle-class 
wanen belonged to waren's clubs. The most popular of these groups \-J'eI'e those 
affiliated with the Wisconsin Federation of Wanen's Clubs, founded in 1896. 
The manber clubs conducted activities that ranged frcm political activity to 
social events. Civic ~rk was a major part of many clubs' agendas, and the 
clubs provided an irrportant outlet for many waren who desired to participate 
in the political system but were either left out because they could not vote," 
or because they were not part of the formal power structure in their 
coomunities. (Wyatt 1986:Social and Political Movenents 4-3--4-7) 

Few wanen ' s organi2.ations have been identified in Mineral Point as part of 
this survey effort . It is known that Mineral Point ' s ~n organized an aid 
society during the Civil War. No meeting place for this society has been 
found, and it may be that one was never established, rather, they probably rret 
in hares, churches, or other public buildings. The Mineral Point Ccmfort 
Society was formed of young girls giving aid to ~unded soldiers. (Fiedler 
1973:126} 

The Mineral Point Waran's Club was organized in 1893, and was typical of early 
waren's clubs in Wisconsin. It was very active in civic projects and played a 
large role in establishing the public library, the Soldier's Merorial Park, 
the Gundry House Museum, and the clock downtown. While struggling to maintain 
itself today, the club still meets. (Information frcm Serena Nelson) (Note: 
At the time this chapter was edited, time was not available to find out roore 
information on the Waran's Club. However, the developoont of waren's clubs in 
the United States is very significant, and any extant resources associated 
with early meeting places of wanen's clubs should be identified. More 
research on the meeting places of the Mineral Point Wanan's Club should be 
done as soon as possible, and any extant buildings associated with this group 
should be a high priority for preservation.--carol cartwright) 

In 1904, sane Mineral Point waren formed a park association (possibly 
associated with the Wanan's Club discussed above) for the creation of a 
municipal park. When their objective was met, they apparently disbanded . 
However, rrore research should be done on this group and its potential 
association with the Wanan's Club. While not as significant as the waran•s 
Club, such civic organi2.ations involving v.anen are inportant and their meeting 
places significant . (Writers Program 1979:64 , George Branger , personal 
cannunication, 4 February 1988} 

Terperance 1'tM:lnents 

As early as 1845, Mineral Point citizens held tarperance meetings and 
organized a group called the Sons of Tarperance. In 1851, catholic nen 
organized the Hibernian Terrperance Association, a short-tenn group. In May of 
1856, waren in Mineral Point organized the Cold Water Union, No. 9, D. T. 
(Daughters of Tenperance), and prcrroted tenperance in hanes and social 
circles. It, too, died out quickly. In 1865, a Good TE11Plars lodge began 
holding meetings in the old Primitive Methodist Church. They later m::,ved to a 
cc:mtercial building downtown . They rroved to the new (1876) John Hadfield 
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Building (22 High St., 14/13) in 1877. The Good Terrplars faded in the late 
1800s, and an effort to revitalize the lodge in the early twentieth century 
failed. Saffi praninent men of the ccmnunity were involved in the Good Terrplar 
lodge, as this was a popular cause in the nineteenth century. (Mineral Point 
Tribune 24 June 1875, 19 January 1905, 30 June 1910, Fiedler 1973:177, Writers 
Program 1979:166, Butterfield 1881:681,684,712) 

Miscellaneous Organization 

The American Legion Post (1200 Center St., 57/2) was organized in Mineral 
Point in 1919 . Members named the post after Haffir and Lee Parkinson, tv-0 
brothers who died within tv-0 weeks of each other in France during World War I. 
Their first location was in the Lenahan Brothers Block (140-146 High St., 
14/28). After World War II , the post rerrodeled the old schoolhouse they now 
use and in the 1970s they began to use this building exclusively . (Fiedler 
1973:144 , Infonnation fran Serena Nelson) 

The Mineral Point Historical Society was organized in 1939. They acquired the 
Gundry House (234 Madison St., 21/14) at that time due to its irrpending • 
derrolition. They are active in preserving this house and in running the 
Mineral Point roan at the public library, an irrportant local history 
repository. 

Note on Political Movements 

Of particular interest in Mineral Point would be any labor activity regarding 
the mining industry, particular at the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany. Oral 
history taken fran people who worked at the factory who may still be alive 
could provide valuable infonnation about any labor activity that may have 
occurred at this plant. Research should be conducted into this topic, perhaps 
with the assistance of the outstanding labor history collections in the 
Archives of the State Historical Society of Wisc9nsin . 

Another irrportant topic is ~•s suffrage. It is Jmown that i,.aren's 
suffrage groups were active in southwestern Wisconsin. It is irrportant to 
locate any infonnation about such groups, again, perhaps fran residents ·who 
remember that era who might still be alive, in order to see if such activity 
took place in Mineral Point and if there are any irrportant resources 
associated with it . Again, assistance fran the Archives personnel at the 
State Historical Society may be necessary to ferret out such infonnation. 
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Note on Sources 

Newspapers were the rrost irrportant source of info:aration for this chapter, 
along with the histories of Mineral Point written by George Fiedler and the 
WPA Writers Project . Ser ena Nelson contributed infonration and ccmnents that 
were helpful in the edit ing of this chapter . 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

PROPERTY ADDRESS/MAP CODE DATE 

• 
Janes B. Moffett House 403 S. Iowa St.(34/10) 1855 

Office 214 High St . (43/28A) 1860 
John H. Vivian Drug Store 128 High St . (14/26) 1844-45 
Vivian Building 130 High St . (55/3) 1876 
Hanron Van Duesen House 311 High St. (23/28) c . 1845 
IOOF Lodge No . 1 116 Front St. (16/20) 1838 
Brewer and Penhallegon Groc. 

IOOF Hall •. 114 High St. (14/23) 1897 
Masonic Terrple 306 High St . (24/3) 1897 
John Hadfield Building 
Good Tenplars Lodge 22 High St. (14/13) 1876 
American Legion Post 1200 Center St. (57/2) 
Lenahan Brothers Block 
(Old American Legion Post) 140-146 High St. (14/28) 1866 
Gundry House 234 Madison St . (21/14} 1867-68 
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CHAPTER XIV TRANSPORTATIOO 

Introduction 

Throughout the nineteenth century, roads and rails were the major routes of 
transportation setving Mineral Point. Fanners used both road and rail to get 
their agricultural products to market, and mining CC!ll)al1ies used them to haul 
their ores and metals. Merchants of the village used the transportation 
net1.1K>rks to irrport finished products for sale . Many of the historic resources 
related to transportation have not been preserved. Like industrial buildings , 
these resources are often difficult to adapt to new uses, and often are 
derrolished. But, Mineral Point has an irrportant transportation history, with . 
sane irrportant extant resources related to it. 

Inland Waten.iays 

Water transportation was irrportant to the developnent of the lead mining • 
region of southwestern Wisconsin. It provided the :rrost econanical way to get 
the mineral to its final markets during the 1820s, 1830s, 1840s, and early 
1850s. Without reasonably close econanical water transport, the mineral would 
have had little coomercial value. These waterways were also inportant in 
transporting miners into the lead region to 1.IK>rk the mines. Cornish miners, 
for exarrple, travelled :rrost of the major waterways in the eastern United 
States to get to Mineral Point. 

Mineral Point sits on a branch of the Pecatonica River. TI-le Pecatonica and 
its many branches flow southeast fran the southern edge of the :rrost praninent 
high ridge watershed in southwestern Wisconsin, the Military Ridge. This 
ridge extends for about 85 miles due east fran the confluence of the Upper 
Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers. The Pecatonica, itself, flows southeast to 
the Illinois border west of Monroe, Wisconsin. After loping down through 
Freeport, Illinois, the Pecatonica and Sugar rivers merge and flow into the 
Rock River between Beloit, Wisconsin and Rockford, Illinois. The Rock flows 
into the Upper Mississippi at Rock Island, Illinois . 

Prior to 1837, the Pecatonica was purportedly navigable downstream fran Wiota. 
Reports circulated locally that before 1837, Charles Bracken, a miner and lead 
smelter based five or six miles south of Mineral Point in what is now the Town 
of Willow Springs in Lafayette County, had even shipped boats full of lead 
fran New Balti:rrore, the site of Richard McKim' s smelting furnace. New 
Bal t i:rrore was a mere seven mil es downstream fran Mineral Point. (Butterfield 
1881:590) 

In 1839, the Pecatonica Navigation catpany incorporated to inprove the river 
for navigation franMineral Point to the state line. Al:rrost imnediately 
surveys showed that the project was not feasible, and the carpany abandoned 
the idea. But the idea did not entirely die. As late as 1882, Congress 
authorized the Rock Island District of the Corps of Engineers to survey the 
Pecatonica between Argyle and South Wayne, Wisconsin, with the idea of 
irrproving the river for navigation. Congress could justify this survey 
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because a very srrall steamboat with a one foot draft had been rraking semi ­
weekly trips on this stretch of the river for about six nonths. HO"wever, this 
was the last cannercial steamer ever to operate on the Pecatonica . 
(Butterfield 1881 :499, Tweet 1984:138-139) 

Without a navigable river directly adjacent, Mineral Point miners and 
merchants had to haul their mineral by road to waterways where they could load 
it onto boats for the first leg of its trip to eastern markets. The first 
sensible route used by these teamsters was the Galena Road (part of U.S . 
Highway 151), established during the 1820s by imnigrants caning fran Galena to 
Mineral Point. This well-used overland route apparently entered Mineral Point 
slightly west of today's u. s. Highway 151. It took drivers about 35 miles to 
Galena where they i.-.ould transfer their cargo to steamboats on the Fever River . 
Although the Fever was not much nore of a river than the Pecatonica, it did 
provide good , direct access to the Upper Mississippi . (Strong Map , Rathbun 
Associates 1987:10) 

The lead region and the Mineral Point lead mines provided an ilTl;)Ortant cargo 
for steamboats travelling up and down the Mississippi . Between 1823 and 1848 , 
mines shipped nore than 472 million pounds of lead, valued at over . 
$14,000,000, on Mississippi steamboats. At the Gulf of Mexico, trans-shippers 
loaded the lead onto ocean going vessels for the trip around Florida and up 
the coast to the eastern markets. This transportation continued, although 
slowly diminishing in vol'UIT'e throughout the years, until the Civil War. 
(Wyatt 1986:Transportation 3-ll 

Farly Road Networks 

In 1832, Congress established a post road (mail route) fran Fort Winnebago to 
Galena. This road probably passed through Mineral Point, which had a post 
office by 1829. In 1835, the federal government began building the Military 
Road diagonally across Wisconsin. The road connected Fort Howard at Green 
Bay, Fort Winnebago at the Portage , and Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien. 
Soldiers built the road in three sections between 1835 and 1837. They 
carpleted the westernrrost section, fran Prairie du Chien to the Blue Mounds 
area in the sumrer of 1835. Mineral Point lies just eight miles south of this 
section of the road fran what is now Dodgeville. Plans specified that the 
road i.-.ould be 35 feet wide and all trees less than twelve inches in diameter 
felled within six inches of the ground to rrake the road passible. Al tholl(Jh 
the road, when finished, was little nore than a trail of sturrps with crude 
bridges to span the gaps, it was better than the Galena Road, 1tmich served 
Mineral Point at that time. (Fiedler 1973:13 , 59-60, 72, Writers Program 
1979:68 , Smith:1973:436) 

In 1837, i.-.orkers constructed a spur road (Shake Rag Street on the north side 
of Mineral Point, Highway 151 south of Fifth St.) branching southwest off the 
Military Road through Mineral Point to Galena. this project prcxiuced a road 
which was an inprovenent over the "natural" road which had evolved between the 
ti.-.o towns. Ironically, it rrarked the beginning of the end for the Mineral 
Point-Galena trade route. The so-called Military Spur Road linked Mineral 
Point to a larger Wisconsin road net~rk. Shippers now had a choice. small 
ports on the Wisconsin River had always been closer to Mineral Point than 
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Galena. They had just not been as accessible. This was no longer true. For 
Mineral Point was not the only ccmnunity through which a spur to the Military 
Road now ran . (Fiedler 1973:72, Writers Program 1979:68, Strong Map) 

In 1837, the territorial legislaL re appointed a ccmnission to lay out a road 
fran the Illinois line to Monroe , Wiota, Mineral Point, Belrront, and the 
Mississippi River. The road led out of Mineral Point east by way of the 
Darlington Road ( then known as Spring Street and later as Greysvil le Road) to 
join what is now Wisconsin 23. Teamsters using this road could reach 
Milwaukee by changing roads in Monroe. (Butterfield 1881:475-511) 

In 1838, a number of ccmnissions were appointed to build roads running to or 
fran Mineral Point. They included a road fran Mineral Point to the old 
territorial road that connected Janesville to Rockford; a road fran Mineral 
Point to Galena, a road fran Mineral Point east to the military road near Blue 
Mounds, a road fran Mineral Point through Dodgeville to Helena, a road fran 
Mineral Point to the Wisconsin River, and still another fran Janesville to 
Mineral Point. That all of this road building activity connected Mineral 
Point to various ccmnunities and water transportation routes illustrates the 
irrportant of the city in the early days of Wisconsin's developrent. 
(Butterfield 1881:475-511) 

By 1839, sane Mineral Point miners, smelters, merchants, and shippers began 
using the good road connections fran Mineral Point to take their ore directly 
to Milwaukee to begin its voyage through the Great Lakes to the Erie canal and 
on to the eastern rrarkets. By 1848, because of the shifting trade route, the 
Wisconsin lead region broke away fran the South, and becama econanically tied 
to Wisconsin's eastern lake shore ports. (Writers Program 1979:70,87; Fiedler 
1973:73, Smith 1973:347) 

Once the railroad came to Mineral Point in 1857, interest in roads connecting 
Mineral Point with other urban centers declined further. This decline was 
not, however, as precipitous as in many other cannunities because initially 
the railroad only linked the ccmnunity to the rail line in Illinois, not to 
Wisconsin ccmnunities. Roads were still an irrportant transportation link in 
Mineral Point for many years to ccma. 

Rail Lines 

The early rail lines in Wisconsin were built fran the eastern shore across 
southern Wisconsin between the 1830s and the Civil War era. During the early 
years of railroad developnent, many carpanies were formed but few actually 
built track. The first significant ccmrodity to be transported by rail was 
wheat and the railroads in Wisconsin played an irrportant role in making 
Wisconsin the wheat capital in the 1850s and 1860s. The financial panic of 
1857 caused failure, consolidation, and merger of railroad lines and overall, 
the uncertainty of Wisconsin's econanic base in the pioneer era slowed 
railroad developnent in the state. After the Civil War, railroad building 
picked up and by 1870, rrost major camrunities in southern Wisconsin had 
railroad links. (Wyatt 1986:Transportation 5-1--5-2) 
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In the later half of the nineteenth century, railroad building increased 
rapidly as the railroads expanded in southern Wisconsin and extended into 
northern Wisconsin. During this era, three railroad carpanies becarre daninant • 
in_Wisconsin by buying up smaller short lines : The Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
st . Paul Railroad (Milwaukee Road), the Chicago Northwestern Railroad (CNW), 
and the Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Sault Ste . Marie (SOO Line) . At the tum of 
the century, railroad use was in its heyday and in towns like Mineral Point, 
many trains w:mld pass through the ccmnuni ty every week. The autarobile and 
truck have made train transportation only a shadow of its fonrer self today. 
(Wyatt 1986:Transportation 6-1--6-2) 

Because of the many railroad ccnpanies springing up in the early 1850s in 
Wisconsin, Mineral Point expected a line to care through the city at any time. 
However, no line did, and in 1852, local railroad developers began planning 
their own . railroad. The Mineral Point Railroad Carpany was chartered to sell 
stock to build and operate a railroad out of Mineral Point. sane praninent 
men of Mineral Point were arrong the incorporators. The first issue to be 
decided was where the line should go. The carpany decided to link up with the 
Illinois railroad system, which had been quickly progressing in the early 
1850s. In 1853, the Mineral Point Railroad Carpany formally agreed to link up 
with the Illinois Central and the Galena and Chicago union Railroad Carpany at 
Warren, Illinois . (Lanz 1985:6,9, Howard: 1972:243~245, Butterfield 
1881:522,525, Fiedler 1973:113-114) 

Although Mineral Point Railroad Carpany stock sold briskly when the 
incorporators first put it on sale, nowhere near all the stock sold right 
away. By July 1, 1852, not even 1,000 shares had been sold. But the 
organizers of the line pushed ahead with plans. The carpany hired Colonel 
Roswell B. Mason Chief Engineer of the railroad. Mason was one of the 
nation's best known railroad designers and builders and he had helped built 
the Illinois Central Railroad line . When Mason's assistant finished his 
survey of a 32 mile route fran Mineral Point to the Illinois Central's line at 
Warren, he returned to Chicago and prepared the maps and other papen.ork 
needed for construction to begin . Mason presented the docurents to the 
railroad conpany board and stated it would cost just under $600,000 to build 
the line. The board accepted this plan, but then replaced Ma.son as contractor 
with the nephew of Moses Strong, who was president of the carpany at the time. 
(Butterfield 1881:526-527) 

Construction on the line began in May of 1853, with a ground breaking cererrony 
at Mineral Point. But, by this time the Call)anY was in financial trouble . 
The directors had not sold enough stock to cover the cost of construction . 
They asked the legislature to pass a bi 11 allowing rural counties and towns 
where the railroad went through to help foot the bill. Tile legislature passed 
the bill, and the county had a referendum on whether to participate in funding 
the railroad. The bond issue carried , except in Dodgeville, which was not on 
the line. But, even with the new bonds fran the county, the contractor quit . 
The board then divided up the project and awarded contracts to three 
contractors to work on the line . But, the contractors could not do the job 
for the rroney available , and they quit. (Butterfield 1881:526-527) 

A new contractor \t.la.S hired in late 1853, and agreed that they would do the job 
by January 1, 1855 for $400,000 rrore than the original price to build the 
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line . In March of 1854 , the railroad carpany paid the contractor $650 ,000 in 
advance for the \t.K)rk in the fonn of railroad bonds, which the railroad 
pranised to pay back before 1874 . During the sumner of 1854, sane \t.K)rk was 
done, but in July , the contractor declared bankruptcy and quit . (Butterfield 
1881:528) 

The railroad carpany went on a major fund-raising tour of various towns where 
the railroad \t.K)Uld go through. The carpany raised $78,850 in this effort, but 
rrore rroney was needed before any real \t.K)rk on the line could not be done. 
Again , the directors went to the rural areas to ask people to buy railroad 
bonds , and $160,000 was raised in this effort. Finally , in August of 1855, 
the board hired the finn of Keep, Fisher, and Talcott to construct the line . 
John M. Keep was a mamber of the railroad board, and his carpany transferred 
the contract to Alvin Wilkins of New York . This agreEll'T8nt , too, did not \t.K)rk 
out, and Wilkins' brother-in-law, Luther Beecher, took over the contract. 
Beecher, a railroad builder fran Detroit , had a $1,000,000 guarantee in cash, 
bonds, and carg_::iany stock, in return for carpleting the railroad and paying off 
the carpany's debt. Beecher finally carpleted the railroad to Darlington by 
November 1856, and after the cc:npany issued him rrore rroney and bond deals, he 
carpleted the line to Warren. On June 16, 1857 , the first train arrived in 
Mineral Point. (Butterfield 1881:528) 

Waiting for that first train was the new railroad depot, built by local 
\t.K)rkers. The depot (113 Ccmrerce St., 55/4) was of limestone construction 
with arched stone openings. It is one of the rrost historic buildings in 
Mineral Point and is significant for its association with the area's first 
railroad and for being the symbol of the railroad, the ITOst inportant method 
of transportation in the nineteenth century. (Butterfield 1881:529-530) . 
Despite the 1857 financial panic, and the Civil War, the railroad brought 
econanic stability to the ccmnunity . It turned the city into a shipping 
center and supply depot for the area. But the financial problems of the 
railroad carpany lived on. ·taw suits regarding the financing of the line flew 
around, and although the railroad \t.K)n rrost of them, Beecher, the contractor, 
had not reaped his expected rewards fran the line. In 1861, the railroad 
carpany had to declare bankruptcy, and a new organization took over the 
management of the line . Gradually, the line became ITOre successful and 
considered expansion. But, lack of funding prevented any expansion plans fran 
succeeding. (Butterfield 1881:530-531, Wr.iters Program 1979:109,129, Fiedler 
1973:7,114) 

The Mineral Point Railroad line into Illinois proved to be the right choice , 
especially after a large zinc processing plant began operating there. The 
abundant zinc in Mineral Point area mines could be easily shipped to the 
processor via the rail line. The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway 
(Milwaukee Road) purchased the Mineral Point Railroad in 1880, when the 
carpany was in financial trouble again, and during the time of railroad 
consolidation in Wisconsin . Under this new rnanagerent and bigger finances, 
the railroad could finally expand, and a continuous line to Milwaukee was 
finally a reality. (Writers Program 1979:155,158, Fiedler 1973:8,116 , 
Butterfield 1881:182,531) 

After the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany was established and financed with outside 
ITOney, the zinc boan was on in Mineral Point . There were very lucrative mines 
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north of Mineral Point , and the carpany desired a rail link to make 
transporting the zinc to the processing plant in Mineral Point easier. The 
Mineral Point and Northern Railroad was incorporated in 1899, and construction 
on the line began in 1904. The zinc COO'()anY took over the new railroad when 
construction faltered, and the railroad line was ccrrpleted by the end of 1904. 
The line had a freight depot next to the zinc carpany (not extant) and they 
built a roundhouse as well (not extant). The railroad was never profitable, 
but it was seen as necessary for the profitability of the zinc ca:rpany, so was 
kept in operation despite its poor financial showing. (Fiedler:8,116,147-150, 
Writers Program 1979:155,158,161-164, Butterfield 1881:182,531, Mineral Point 
Tribune 1 February 1900, 4 May 1905, 1 January 1879) 

The Mineral Point and Northern Railroad operated until the demise of the zinc 
mining boan in the late 1920s. The railroad was officially closed in 1930 . 
The Milwaukee Road began closing parts of the old Mineral Point Railroad 
beginning in 1923, when the road between Gratiot and Warren was closed . In 
1931, the carpany discontinued two trains between Monroe and Mineral Point . 
By 1940, the Mineral Point branch of the Milwaukee Road no longer had 
passenger train service. On July 31, 1974, the Milwaukee Road abandoned the 
Platteville branch of the line. In 1980, the carpany abandoned the Monroe to 
Mineral Point line, as well. (Fiedler 1973:9,150-152, Lanz 1985:132,138,145) 

Bridges 

There are two bridges that have sane interest that have been identified by the 
survey effort. They are the stone culvert over Brewery Creek (Water Street, 
57/3), and the concrete bridge carrying Old Darlington Road over Brewery Creek 
(57/4). While they have sane interest, they are not, at the present time, 
significant for bridge construction in Mineral Point. 

Note on Sources 

Must of the infonnation for this chapter came fran the 1881 county history, a 
fine source for railroad history, and the WPA history. Daniel J. Lanz's 
Railroads of Southern and Southwestern Wisconsin provided a great deal of 
infonra.tion on railroads. 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

PROPERTY 

Mineral Point Depot 
Culvert, 
Old Darlington Road Bridge 

ADDRESS/MAP OODE 

113 cattrerce St. (55/4) 
Water Street (57/3) 
Old Darlington Road (57/4) 

DATE 

1857 
1930s 
1930s 



CHAPTER XV NJ!ABLE PIDPLE 

The following are sane of the notable people who have been identified in the 
survey at this time. This is not rreant to be an .all-inclusive list, but a 
list of notable people that have potential significance in the history of the 
cartnunity and have been cross-referenced to extant historic resources in the 
cannunity of Mineral Point. Only published historic resources were used to 
carpile this list, and because these resources are limited for Mineral Point, 
this list is limited as well. However·, those using this survey report can use 
this list as a foundation that can be added to or subtracted frcm as new 
infonnation is uncovered. 

Philip Allen, 214 High St. (43/28A) 
A native of COrnwall, Allen cane to Mineral Point in 1842. He i.«)rked as a 
stone mason and plasterer . Allen fanned a partnership with John Toay, who had 
imnigrated with Allen and Allen's brother, Jarres Allen, fran COrnwall. In 
1860, he established a grocery/boot and shoe store with John Toay. • His 
business, later known as P. Allen & son, was still operating in 1881. He is 
known to have built, with John Toay, the Mineral Point Railroad Depot ( 13 
ccmnerce St . , 55/4) (see Designers , Builders and F.ngineers) . (Butterfield 
1881:853) 

Philip Allen Jr., 203 High St. (43/2) 
A native of Mineral Point, Allen was in business with his father (above). In 
1873, he becarre Postmaster. Allen made a number of questionable investments 
at the turn of the century, including the Mineral Point Linen and Fibre 
Carpany and the Mineral Point Woolen Mills, both of which failed. He also 
speculated in land and other businesses out of the state. As an executive of 
the First National Bank Allen had access to a great deal of rroney, and when 
his investments did not pay off, he embezzled thousands at the turn of the 
century, causing the bank to be closed in 1909 (see Cannerce). (Butterfield 
1881:853, Fiedler 1973:136-137, Writers Program 1979:157-159) 

Curtis Beech, 505 Front St. (17/9) 
A native of New York state, he cane to Mineral Point in 1836 and began a 
mercantile business that he operated for many years. In 1847, Beech began to 
exploit the srre.11 arrount of copper deposits found near Mineral Point. With w. 
J . Tilley, he operated a copper smelter, but the copper industry never really 
took off in Mineral Point, although Beech was successful at it. (Butterfield 
1881:853, Mineral Point Tribune 31 Decenber 1847 , 15 June 1849) 

B. J. Bermett, 262 High St. (43/18) 
Bennett is a native of the area and attended school in Mineral Point . In 
1871, he becarre associated with the Mineral Point Tribune that his brother 
operated . In 1878 he became local editor of the paper, and in 1881, he became 
a part owner, as well. He was a long-time editor-publisher of one of Mineral 
Point ' s inportant historic newspapers, .which lives on today as part of the 
Derocrat-Tribune. (Butterfield 1881:854,582-586 , Fiedler 1973:6,9,84) 
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Alfred Bishop, 159 High St. (14/12) 
Born in Mineral Point in 1849, Bishop trained as a carpenter and joiner and 
worked as a builder in Mineral Point and had a shop at the rear of the U. s. 
Hotel . In 1878, Bishop was a partner in the Bishop and Nancolas in the 
furniture and undertaking business. Bishop becam3 sole proprietor in 1881. 
(Butterfield 1881:854) 

James Brewer, 536 Fountain St. (32/30) 
A native of Cornwall, Brewer came to Mineral Point in 1850 and began fanning. 
In 1852, he went to california for the gold rush, but came back to Wisconsin 
in 1855. He fanned again until 1865, then came to town. He became a 
cannission rrerchant and carried on in that occupation until 1878, when he 
retired . A local politician, he served on the Board of County Supervisors and 
the City Council . (Butterfield 1881:855) 

James Brewer II, 114 High St. (16/4) 
James Brewer II was born in Cornwall in 1854. He came to Mineral Point with 
his uncle, James Brewer (above), whan he -worked for. Brewer was schooled in 
England and Mineral Point, and attended business college in Chicago. He was 
errployed in a Chicago cannission house before returning to Mineral Point and 
beginning a grocery business . In 1881, he becane a partner with ·R. J. 
Penhallegon, Jr . , in a large grocery store in the coomunity. After 25 years, 
Brewer purchased Penhallegon's interest in the store, and Brewer operated the 
business alone. He was a director of the First National Bank and a 
stockholder in the Mineral Point Telephone carpany, and had other business 
interests, as well (see cannerce) . (Crawford 1913:7-8) 

James carbis, 104 Front St. (16/16) 
James carbis was born in Cornwall and came to Mineral Point satetim3 during 
1842-43. He came fran COrnwal l with Richard Thanas, and both were stone 
rrasons. Thanas and carbis fonned a partnership in Mineral Point and they are 
best known for their -work on buildings in the Pendarvis Historic Site 
(Trelawny House, Pendarvis House, part of Tamblyn's Row, 122 Shake Rag St. 
(36/30,35/27}. Their rrost irrpressive known -work is the Joseph Gundry House 
(234 Madison St., 21/14), built in 1867-68. Although it is difficult to 
docurrent, they were probably responsible for rrany other stone buildings in the 
camrunity. (Inforrration in Designers, Builders and Engineers) 

Amasa Cobb, 107 Dodge St. (27/06) 
Cobb was born in Illinois and came to the lead region in 1842 where he mined. 
He served in the Mexican War, then returned to Wisconsin and studied law. He 
set up a practice in Mineral Point and served as district attorney for several 
years. He served in the state senate, was adjutant general of Wisconsin, 
state assemblyman, and third district Congressman. He served in Congress 
between 1863 to 1871. In 1871, he rroved to Lincoln, Nebraska and had a 
distinguished career there . (Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography 1960:80) 



138 

George w. Cobb, 605 Cothern St. (17/14), 23 Ccmnerce St. (15/13) 
Cobb was a native of New York state and caioo to Mineral Point in 1843. He ran 
a store and an agricultural cannission business. In 1855, he becarre the 
manager of the Mineral Point Railroad, and still held that position in 1881 . 
(Butterfield 1881:856) 

Montgarery M. Cothren, 320 Tower St . (39/33) 
Cothren was a native of New York State who cane to New Diggings, Wisconsin in 
1839. In 1843, he caioo to Mineral Point where he established a law practice . 
He was a member of the territorial lower house, state senator, and a 5th 
Circuit Judge fran 1853 to 1865 and 1876 to 1883. (Dictionary of Wisconsin 
Biography 1960:87) 

George and Robert M. Crawford, 262 High St. (43/18) 
George Crawford was born in Ireland and carre to Wisconsin in 1850 with his 
parents. He started in the offices of the Iowa County Dem:>crat as a printer, 
then becaioo the editor. He and his brother, Robert M. purchased the paper in 
1877, and published it and other publications out of their downtown offices . 
The Delrocrat lives on as part of the Derocrat-Tribune, after the tw:> major 
papers in Mineral Point nerged in 1938. (Butterfield 1881:857,586, Writers 
Program 1979:129,175, Fiedler 1973:9) 

John Dawe, 111 Third St. (41/02) 
Dawe was born in England in 1833. He came to Mineral Point in 1853 and mined. 
In 1870, he began a grocery and general store , which he was still operating 
in 1881. (Butterfield 1881:857) 

Charles Gillrrann, 250 Shake Rag St. (37/25), 276 Shake Rag St. (37/27) 
Charles Gillmann was a native of Germany, caning to Mineral Point in 1855. He 
becarre the owner and operator of the Mineral Spring(s) Brewery (276 Shake Rag 
St., 37/27) with a partner, but in 1874, he became sole owner of the brewery 
(see Industry for ITDre information on the brewery). In 1878, a tornado 
destroyed his house and brewery and he quickly rebuilt both, rraking the 
brewery rrore productive in the process. (Butterfield 1881:859) 

Richard Goldsw-:,rthy, 930 State St . (40/18), 246 High St. (43/21) 
GoldSW"Jrthy was a native of Cornwall and carre to Mineral Point in 1845, where 
he was a stone mason and contractor, responsible for building many of Mineral 
Point's residences and cannercial buildings. (see Architects, Designers, and 
Builders). (Butterfield 1881:859-860) 

John Gray, 615 Maiden St. (33/8), 215 High St. (43/5) 
J~hn Gr~y was a native of Cornwall who cane to Mineral Point in 1844 H 
first mined, then in 1848 began • 8 
with Joseph Gundry d f a general store. In 1850, he was a partner 

. , an. or ~Y years the f inn of Gundry and Gray was the 
:st pranrnent cannerc1al business in Mineral Point (see Ccmnerce) In 1876 

ay was elected to the state legislature. (Butterfield 1881:860) ' 
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Joseph Gundry, 234 Madison (21/14), 215 High St. (43/5) 
Joseph Gundry was a native of Cornwall who came to Mineral Point in 1845 . He 
first mined, then clerked briefly for John Gray in his store. In 1850 , he 
becam3 a partner in the business which was the nost praninent retail business 
in Mineral Point {see Ccmrerce) . He was also a local Politician. 
(Butterfield 1881:860) 

'William P. Gundry, 234 Madison (21/14} 
William P. Gundry was a son of Joseph Gundry (above) . Born in Mineral Point, 
he studied at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, then traveled to :England 
and France , where he studied French, music, and pursued art. He spent 10 
years living and working in Chicago and London. After studying piano at the 
Boston Conservatory of Music, he returned to Mineral Point where he taught 
music and gave recitals in the family hare. He was a PQpular artist in the 
ccmnunity, performing for many groups. He also was a mentor to Robert Neal , 
who was involved in developing the Pendaivis Historic Site. He lived in the 
Gundry House (now a house museum) until his death in 1936. (Information fran 
Korinne Oberle , Pendaivis Historic Site) 

John Hadfield, 22 High St. (14/13) 
Hadfield was a native of England and came to Wisconsin in 1850. In 1855, he 
came to Mineral Point, and began buying hides. He remained in the hide 
trading business for over 35 years. (Butterfield 1881:861) 

William T. Henry, 305 Fountain St . (18/27) 
Henry was born in Missouri and came to Galena in 1824. In 1833, he came with 
his family to Dodgeville , where his father operated a business. In 1834 , his 
father came to Mineral Point. He was educated locally, then went to high 
school in Springfield, Illinois . He worked for CUrtis Beech in his store as a 
clerk, then he was appointed Deputy Clerk of the United States Court . In 
1846, he was appointed to the u. s. court and he served until 1849. He went 
to california· for the gold rush, then came back in 1851, then left again with 
his wife, where she died. He came back to Mineral Point in 1855, and became 
involved as a director of the Mineral Point Railroad carpany. He established 
a law firm and in 1861 , a private banking carpany. He also had interests in 
mining lands in the area . He was a frequent mayor of Mineral Point and an 
amateur geologist. (Butterfield 1881:861-862) 

Charles Hornung, 216 Fountain St . (19/6), 236-40 High St. (43/23) 
A native of Galena, Hornung learned the bakery business in that city before 
caning to Mineral Point in 1879 . He established his business in Mineral Point 
in that year, and it became a large and irrportant bakery/restaurant downtown 
during the turn of the century years. (Butterfield 1881 :862} 

F.dgar Hellum, 114 Shake Rag St. (36/30) 
In 1935 , he and Robert Neal fanned a partnership to rehabilitate several stone 
cottages along Shake Rag Street. Their first restored buildings were Trelawny 
and Pendarvis Houses, two stone houses they used as a restaurant and 
residence . later, after acquiring and rehabilitating neighboring buildings , 
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and rroving buildings to their site, Neal and Hellum operat ed a gallery, pub, 
and took in guests . Their restorations became well-known, and attracted many 
tourists . In 1970, the State Historical Society took over the carplex and has 
been operating it as an historic site ever since. (Information frcm the 
Pendarvis Hi s tor ic Site) 

James Hutchison, 158 High St . (14/33) 
James Hutchison operated a large pr1vate bank in Mineral Point. In 1885 , his 
business becarre known as the Iowa County Bank . The business also wrote 
abstracts and handled real estate and insurance services. ("special Bus iness 
Edition" 1891) 

Samuel Jenkins, 321 N. Chestnut St. (23/21) 
A native of Cornwall , Jenkins came to Mineral Point in 1841 and "1K)rked in 
m1n1ng. In 1850, he went to california, but returned in 1851. He began a 
general store in 1952, then in 1866 began the s. Hocking & Co . hardware store . 
(Butterfield 1881:864) 

Wi l liam Arthur Jones , 215 Ridge St. (29/ 14 ) 
Born in Wales, he cama to Iowa County with his family in 1851. He went to the 
Platteville Normal School (University of Wisconsin-Platteville) and graduated 
in 1872. He taught school for several tenns, becama principal of the Mineral 
Point High School , then Iowa County Superintendent of Schools . In 1881, he 
was a partner in a private bank which was later organized into the First 
National Bank of Mineral Point, of which he becarre cashier. In 1884, Jones 
and his brothers infused the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany with rroney and took 
over the management which led to the success of the carpany and was a big part 
of the zinc boan at the turn of the century. In 1897, Jones was appointed 
Conmissioner of Indian Affairs, and he served in this office for eight years . 
When he returned to Mineral Point, he becama the general manager of the zinc 
carpany, guiding it to its greatest expansion until he died in 1912 (see 
Industry). (Crawford 1913:86-87) 

F.dward Kinne, 315 High St. (23/29) 
A native of Gennany, Kinne cama to Mineral Point in 1846, and w::>rked as a 
carpenter until 1858 . He then opened a general store, and under the narre of 
Kinne and Spratler, carried on a grocery and general store for many years . 
(Butterfield 1881 :864) 

Josiah Lanyon, 110 Dodge St. (33/30) 
Born in Mineral Point, Lanyon was the son of William Lanyon of Cornwall, who 
came to Mineral Point in 1840 . He went to local schools and the Platteville 
Academy. He was operated a foundry and machine shop in Mineral Point, then in 
1882, he went to Kansas where he engaged in the zinc srrelting and refining 
business, building a factory , which he operated until 1903. He returned to 
Mineral Point in his later years. (Crawford 1913:105-106) 

..... 
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William I..anyon Sr., 309 Front St . (16/36), 105 Coomerce St. (15/11) 
A native of Cornwall, I..anyon came to Mineral Point in 1840, where he began 
working as a blacksmith and machinist. He also owned a hardware store for a 
short time~ In 1849, he established a foundry and machine-shop, which he 
operated until 1875, when his sons took over. His foundry was one of the few 
non-mining related industries in the ccmnunity during the mid-nineteenth 
century {see Industry). {Butterfield 1881:865) • 

N. T. Martin, 112 Maiden St. (16/26), 104 High St. (14/21) 
Martin was a native of Mineral Point and attended school both in Mineral Point 
and in Chicago. He worked in the office of the State Treasurer in Madison for 
a year, then worked for four years for the Secretary of State . In 1870 , he 
began a hardware store with John Toay, later operating the firm alone . {See 
Coomerce). {Butterfield 1881:866) 

Charles Mcilhon, 609 Fountain St. (56/06) 
Mcilhon was born in Mineral Point in 1856, the son of Irish inmigrants. 
Mcilhon attended St. Paul's catholic School, then studied in the law office of 
Wilson & Jones in Mineral Point. In 1878, he was admitted to the bar. In 
1879, he associated with Alexander Wilson, and stayed in that partnership 
until 1886. He then joined with calvert Spensley to form Spensley and 
Mcilhon, a praninent firm in Mineral Point. Mcilhon became a county judge, 
then actively engaged in zinc mining in the area. He was vice-president of 
the Kennedy Mining Carpany, the St. Rose Mining carpany of Platteville, and 
the Druno Mining Ccrrpany. He was president of the Harris Mining carpany, a 
large zinc mining carpany in Mineral Point in the early twentieth century. He 
was instrumental in helping establish the railroad spur that brought zinc ore 
fran mines north of Mineral Point to the Mineral Point Zinc Coopany for 
processing . He was also a local politician. {Crawford 1913:110-111) 

James B. Moffett, 403 S. Iowa St. (34/10), 210 High St. (43/28) 
A native of Kentucky, he studied rnedicine there and in the east before caning 
to Chicago and graduating fran Rush Medical College there . He came to Iowa 
County in 1846, and began practicing medicine. He also began a local drug 
store that was successful for many years {See Social and Political Moverrents) . 
(Butterfield 1881:867) 

Robert M. Neal, 114 Shake Rag St., {36/30) 
Robert M. Neal was born in Mineral Point in 1906 and graduated fran Mineral 
Point High School in 1924 . He began working for Syrie Maugham's Chicago 
interior design studio in 1928, and in 1931, he began to manage her New York 
shop, then in 1933, her London Shop. He returned to Mineral Point in 1935. 
He met F.dgar Hellum of Cooksville, Wisconsin, and they fonred a partnership 
which created the Pendarvis House carplex on Shake Rag and Spruce Streets . 
Neal and Hellum acquired and rehabilitated several Cornish miners' cottages 
and a rowhouse. called Pendarvis House, the restoration developed as a 
nationally acclairned restaurant specializing in traditional Cornish fare such 
as pasty and saffron cake. The restorations attracted people .fran all over 
the country and scm: foreign countries, as well, including Sinclair Lewis, 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, George :F . Kennan, Frank Lloyd Wright , and others. 
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In the later years, Neal and Hellum adapted the old dwellings to new uses as 
retail and gallery space, guest cottages, a Cornish pub, and their residence. 
They furnished the buildings with local antiques, and landscaped exterior 
spaces with native plants and salvaged building stone. In 1970, Neal and 
Hellum arranged for the State Historical Society of Wisconsin to acquire the 
corrplex and operate it as one of its six Wisconsin Historic Sites . Neal died 
in 1983, and a trust was begun in his merrory to perpetuate the Pendarvis 
project. (Infonnation from Korinne Oberle, Pendarvis Historic Site) 

Martin NeColl ins, 315 Mineral St. ( 22/33} 
A native of Cornwall, he came to Wisconsin in 1848 and engaged in fanning . He 
was a successful fanner until 1870, when he sold his farm and came to town to 
live. He was one of the many successful area fanners during the nineteenth 
century. (Butterfield 1881:867) 

Richard James Penhallegon, Jr., 114 High St. (14/23) 
Born in Iowa County, Richard James Penhallegon was the son of Richard James 
Penhallegon Sr., a native of Cornwall. • Penhallegon Sr. was a miner and 
merchant in Mineral Point. Penhallegon Jr. was educated in Mineral Point 
schools, then attended business college in Chicago. · He v.0rked in Chicago 
life insurance offices, then in 1878 he came back to Mineral Point, joining 
his father's grain and seed business. In 1883, he and James Brewer organized 
Brewer and Penhallegon, a large grocery business. He was in this business 
until 1904, when he opened a private bank and real estate office. (crawford 
1913:135) 

Thanas Prisk, 20 s. Chestnut St. (14/35), 160 High St. (14/32) 
A native-of Cornwall, Prisk came to Mineral Point in 1834. He was a miner, 
then began fanning. He went to california for the gold rush, then returned in 
1853 and again began to mine . In 1864 he roved into town and owned property 
in the downtown business district. (Butterfield 1881:870) 

R. D. Pulford, 223 High St. (43/6} 
Pulford was the son of Schuyler Pulford, a prominent physician in the area 
(see Social and Political Movements) . He was born in New York state and came 
to Mineral Point with his family in 1843. He was a dentist, but was rrore 
successful after he took over his father's drug store busine~s, eventually 
erecting a new building for his store in Mineral Point's downtc,,m. 
(Butterfield 1881:870-871) 

William Rablin, 506 Maiden St. (34/09) 
Born in Cornwall, Rablin came to Mineral Point in 1835. He engaged in mining 
with his brother for seven years. He went to Dodgeville in 1843, and operated 
a tavern there. In 1844, he began fanning, and was successful at it. He came 
to to.-.in in 1867 after selling his successful stock fann. (Butterfield 
1881:871) 

'-' 
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John J. Ross, 617 High St. (28/06) 
A native of Ireland, Ross cam: to Mineral Point in 1839, where he began to 
mine. He went to California for the gold rush, then came back shortly 
thereafter. He continued to mine and smelt after that for over forty years , 
and rrade a personal fortune doing so. He and William T. Henry were partners 
in a large zinc mining operation. He also owned a stock fann, city property , 
land, was a local politician, and sat on the board of directors for the 
Mineral Point Railroad. (Butterfield 1881:871) 

James Smith, General, 111 Jail Alley (20/5) 
A native of Ireland, Smith came to the u. s. in 1817. He attended an eastern 
academy, then served in the Black Hawk War and the Civil War, on the side of 
the South. He was in the Mineral Point land office, when it was not away with 
military duties. (Butterfield 1881:872) 

Joseph Smith, 425 Ridge St . (32/10) 
An early resident of Mineral Point, in 1849 , he was appointed Postrraster in 
the city and operated the Post Office in his business in Mineral Point's 
downtown. He was the first to institute daily rrail service in the nineteenth 
century, but this was not long-lived. He operated a book store and 
confectionery in downtown Mineral Point as well . (Butterfield 1881:701-702) 

Nelson H. Snow, 425 Ridge St. (32/10 
A native of Massachusetts, Snow came to Mineral Point with his family in 1858. 
He was educated locally, then at the university of Wisconsin-Madison, then he 
became the station agent at Avoca for the Milwaukee Road. In 1882 , he was 
transferred to Mineral Point. Besides being station agent, he was one of the 
incorporators of the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany. He was a three-te:an Mayor of 
Mineral Point and a president of the school board . (Crawford 1913:170-172 

Calvert Spensley, 327 Mineral St. (22/30) 
Spensley was born in England and came to the lead region with his family in 
1848. In 1857 , the family roved to Mineral Point where Spensley's father was 
a lead smelter and miner . Calvert was educated locally, then attended 
Business School in New York State and Columbia University Law School in New 
York City, where he graduated in 1869 . He served in the Civil War prior to 
law school , then i.-.orked for the law finn of Cothren and Lanyon in Mineral 
Point until 1871. He i.-.orked as an auditor of the Mineral Point Railroad until 
1877, then becarre a law partner with Cyrus Lanyon. In 1886, he becarre a 
partner with Charles Mcilhon. Spensley and Mcihlon was a praninent law fi:an 
in Mineral Point, and Spensley served in many political offices, as well . 
(Crawford 1913:162-164) 

Moses M. Strong, 525 Fountain St . (32/22) 
Moses Strong was born in Vemont and attended eastern schools, including law 
school . In 1831 , he was admitted to the bar, then came to Mineral Point in 
1836, serving for a time as an agent of land speculators. He served as u. s. 
District Attorney for the Territory of Wisconsin, was in the territorial 
legislature , and was a delegate to the state constitutional convention (1846). 
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He was a state assemblyman, and an irrportant Darocratic politician. An active 
speculator and praroter, he was never the success in politics and finance that 
he had hoped. But, he was one of Mineral Point's rrost praninent figures , 
serving as President of the State Bar Association, and vice-present of the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin. He authored a book, History of the 
Territory of Wisconsin (1885) , and wrote other articles on early Wisconsin 
history in his later years. (Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography 1960:343) 

Richard Thanas, 122 Shake Rag St. (36/20) 
Richard Thanas was born in Cornwall and came to Mineral Point sare tirre in 
1842-43. Thanas came to this country with James carbis and they fanned a 
partnership in the cannunity as builders . Their rrost noted w::>rk includes 
buildings in the Pendarvis Historic Site (Trelawny House, Pendarvis House , 
part of Tamblyn's Row , 122 Shake Rag St. {36/20,36/27) . He also i,..orked on the 
Joseph Gundry House , one of the best· stone houses in the camrunity (234 
Madison St. , 21/14) (Designers, Builders, and Engineers) 

John Toay, 321 Fifth St. (56/10) 
He was a native of Cornwall, then came to Mineral Point in 1842. He w::>rked as 
a stone mason and plasterer with his partner, Philip Allen, and w::>rked in that 
trade for 20 years. He was a partner with Philip Allen in his grocery-boot 
and shoe store for many years as wel 1 . He was a rrenber of the state 
legislature and was a local preacher. Toay and Allen ' s best known building is 
the Mineral Point Railroad Depot (see Designers , Builders and Engineers) . 
(Butterfield 1881:876) 

Hanron Van Dusen, 311 High St. (23/28) 
Van Dusen was born in Connecticut and attended secondary school in New York 
state. He read rredicine and attended lectures in New York state and began to 
practice rredicine there in 1"828. He came to Mineral Point in 1847 and began 
establishing a ·practice there. He became a praninent doctor in the camunity . 
He was President of the Iowa County Medical Society, the President of the 
State Medical Society, was Mayor of Mineral Point, and held other minor city 
offices. (Butterfield 1881:878} 

John H. Vivian, 128-130 High St. (14/26, 55/3) 
A native of Cornwall, Vivian was educated and studied iredicine there. He came 
to Mineral Point in 1847, and began his practice in the city at that tirre. He 
was a praninent doctor, but was also known as a praninent druggist, operating 
one of the longest-lived drug stores (it is still operating under a different 
name) in the city. He was a Mayor of Mineral Point, served in the state 
legislature, was a member of the State Board of Charities, and other praninent 
organizations . (Butterfield 1881 :878) 

William Walker, 1 Water St. (55/5) 
Born in Ireland, Walker came to Mineral Point in 1841. He was a teamster , 
hauling lead to Galena during the early mining days. He also hauled to 
Milwaukee and w::>uld bring back nm-chandise fran that city . He started his 
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hotel, the Walker House, or the Mineral Point Hotel at 1 Water St. (23/32), in 
the 1850s, with a major addition in 1861 . {Butterfield 1881:878) 

Alexander Wilson, 110 Dodge St. ( 33/30) 
Born in New York State, Wilson graduated fran Union College in that state. He 
studied law in Dubuque, Iowa and was admitted to the bar there. He came to 
Mineral Point in 1855, where he taught school, practiced law, was district 
attorney, and superintendent of schools. He was a county judge, serving until 
1869 . In 1874, he established a private bank. We was Wisconsin's At torney 
General fran 1878-1882, after which he retired to private practice in Mineral 
Point. (Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography 1960:378) 



CHAPTER XVI HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE OF MINERAL POINT 

Introduction 

The Intensive Survey of Mineral Point, Wisconsin·, coopleted in July 1992 
identified extant properties of architectural significance and architectural 
interest built prior to the early 1940s. The major objective of the Intensive 
Survey of Mineral Point was to establish the architectural and historical 
significance of the historic properti'es located in the existent Mineral Point 
Historic District and of any historic properties outside the boundaries of the 
NRHP district potentially eligible for nanination to the National Register of 
Historic Places . The survey included only those properties located within the 
limits the city of Mineral Point and those few properties located within the 
boundaries of the Mineral Point Historic District , but outside the southeast 
limits of the city . An intensive survey form was coopleted of the selected 
historic properties that have retained sane architectural integrity and 
contribute to the historic character of the Mineral Point Historic District. 
Criteria, as set forth by the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Preservation Division of the State Historical society , were used to determine 
the architectural merits of the properties surveyed. 

The architectural history of Minera_l Point began with the first native 
settlement followed by the first white settlement in the area. It is 
generally conceded the area of Mineral Point was first explored and settled by 
the French in the 17th and first half of the 18th century, followed by the 
English in the late 18th century. In the early 19th century when the first 
pennanent white settlers rroved into the area, the region was owned by the 
Winnebago Indians, who had mined the area sporadically for lead (T.S. Allen, 
Directory of the City of Mineral Point (Mineral Point: Bliss & Son, 1859:4; 
Fiedler, 1962:17-22; History of Iowa County, 1881 :258, 655) . In the early 
1800's, lead miners fran the Missouri and Galena mines rroved progressively 
north fran the Illinois into what was then Michigan Territory . Although there 
is minimal evidence that white settlers opened mines in the Mineral Point area 
as early as 1820, the first pennanent settlement recorded occurred in 1827 . 
During this year, William Roberts, a Baptist preacher , Solaron Francis, 
Christopher Law and a few others built two cabins near Jerusalem Spring [near 
Fountain Street] and began prospecting in the area. John Hood and his wife 
Martha, often credited with being the first white settlers of Mineral Point , 
arrived in mid-1828, built a shelter and became the first penranent settlers 
of the present city of Mineral Point (Fiedler, 1962:24-26; History of Iowa 
County, 1881: 656-658) . 

However, only extant resources are discussed in this architectural history. 
Unfortunately time constraints did not allow the opportunity to research old 
buildings or old structures and sites that are no longer standing. Ti~ 
constraints also did not allow the ~ticulous research of the original land 
grants, surveys and pre-arption certificates necessary to docurrent the 
construction date of the earliest extant buildings constructed prior to the 
1840 tax records. The docurrentation of construction dates for even the 1840s 
buildings rerain probleratic because the legal descriptions in the early tax 
records are irrprecise and unorganized. As a result, the exact dates of sane 
properties constructed during this era rerain unclear. However, sufficient 
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infonnation was gathered to establish the general chronology of styles, 
building naterials and types of buildings and structures in the outlined area 
[See Intensive Survey map, p. 2]. This survey report does not provide a 
cooplete catalog of Mineral Point architecture. The survey was selective by 
design and depend~~t on the present integrity of the building, structure or 
site, w'hile excluding conterrporary construction .. 

This history will show the influence of historic styles on local architecture , 
including ccmrercial, residential, public and church architecture, and the 
influence of materials and design sources. A true style could not be assigned 
to many buildings. The character of buildings generally in Mineral Point is 
the result of popular architectural influences, personal taste, and 
opportunity offered by available skills and locally available building 
materials. As a result, buildings in these cases are referred to as being 
influenced by a particular style . Generally, the following discussion will 
mention only the significant exarrples of architecture remaining in Mineral 
Point . Furthenrore, the buildings, sites, and structures will be referred to 
by their historic na:rre, that is, the na:rre of their original ewner or business 
narre. 

Building Materials 

Log Construction 

The dwellings of the white miners who arrived to prospect for lead beginning 
in 1827 were crude shelters dug-outs hollowed out in the hillside or shacks 
constructed of poles covered with scxi and prairie grass. By the sumner of 
1828, the construction of houses with logs harvested fran the imrediate area 
gave the settlerrent a :rrore permanent appearance. Edward Bouchard reported, 
while on his way through the settlerrent, " ... I saw no one at the Point, 
except three men who were erecting a log cabin" (History of !<:Ma county, 
1881:656}. By January 1829, the third log building in the settlanent, the 
Mineral Point Hotel, was under construction for the purpose of housing the 
influx of miners arriving in the caning spring (WPA, 1979:30). By the fall of 
1829, it has been estimated the population of the area of the Mineral Point 
settlement numbered about 3000 [Fiedler estimates 500 actually lived in the 
area of the present city of Mineral Point] (WPA, 1979:34; Fiedler, 1962:31). 

However, the progress toward the ordered life of a civilized tewn was 
tenporarily held up by the financial depression in 1830 followed by the Black 
Hawk War . The population of the town reportedly dropped to 300 and the 
building of substantial buildings was delayed. As native timbers were already 
in short supply, buildings were torn down and used in the construction of 
forts and block houses for the protection of the remaining citizens (History 
of Iowa County, 1881:480; WPA, 1979:35-43}. Inmediately after the cessation of 
the Black Hawk War in 1832, Mineral Point, carprised of a few log cabins and 
scxi huts, began its era of developnent. The developnep.t of the ccmnunity of 
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Mineral Point endured with occasional lapses until up to the early 20th 
century (WPA, 1979:45). 

Prior to the settlement of Wisconsin generally beginning in the mid-19th 
century by large mnnbers of European irnnigrants, settlers rroved into southwest 
and southeast Wisconsin about the time the Wisconsin Territory was fonned in 
1836 . According to Wisconsin's cultural Resource Management plan, fanners 
fran the East settled in the southeastern part of the state, while settlers in 
the Galena lead district, which gr9\11 to include the Mineral Point lead 
district, were fran the upper south. Both groups used the native forest of 
the area to construct small log cabins. These cabins were built with round as 
well as square-cut logs, depending on the influence and expertise of the 
builders. Built without regard to stylistic influences, these cabins 
generally had sinple gable roofs, few doors or windows and a large rock 
chirmey at one end of the building (Wyatt [Vol II] , 4-2). 

According to all accounts of travelers in the area, the early~ houses in 
Mineral Point were constructed of logs. unlike rrost Wisconsin cities , several 
early representatives of log construction remain to contribute to the Mineral 
Point Historic District . Cne of two significant exarrples of log 
construction remaining in Mineral Point is the log house probably constructed 
by John Martin c.1841-1842 at 114 Shake Rag Street, which is presently part of 
the Pendarvis museum ccrrplex . This side gabled, two-story log house features 
a symnetrical plan with a door in the center of the front elevation flanked on 
both sides by windows that correspond to the windows on the upper story . This 
house was part of a 1960 restoration project prior to the establishrrent of the 
Pendarvis museum operated by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin . 
Several years later in the mid to late 1840s two stone one-story cottages were 
added to the east side of the Martin log house, forming the rowhouse presently 
referred to as Tamblyn's Row (Erdman , 1982:23-31, 46; Humberstone and Jenkin, 
1976). The log house (36/31) built later around 1842-1843 by the English 
irnnigrant George Kislingbury also is presently part of the Pendarvis nueseum 
corrplex at 115 Shake Rag Street . Kislingbury, born in Berkshire County, 
England, apparently purchased this vacant site in 1839 and built the house at 
the time of his marriage. The Kislingbury house, probably constructed by 
Kislingbury who had sare building skills, is also a gabled building featuring 
a central doorway into the exposed stone foundation or la,,.ier story that is 
flanked by windows. This log house was occupied by the Kislingbury family 
until the early 1870s. This log house, referred to as "Polperro" was the 
second restoration project on the Pendarvis site, which had begun in 1930 by 
Bob Neal and F.dgar Hellum (Erdman, 1982:38-43, 46; Humberstone and Jenkin , 
1976) . 

Although there are several log cabins in the city, only the houses at 
Pendarvis and the small cabin located in the Shake Rag Under the Hill site are 
associated with the history of Mineral Point. The small log cabin located on 
the Shake Rag Under the Hill property at 18 Shake Rag Street(37/14) 
reportedly, was built around 1828 of hand-hewn pit sawn lumber; ho\olever, its 
historic integrity has been altered ("Shake Rag Under the Hill, Brochure). 
According to local sources, remants of log construction also remain on the 
lower story of the center section of the house at 224 Fountain Street(SS/27) , 
which was incorporated into the house built Whitney Snith by 1849-1850 . Toe 
remaining exarrples have been rroved to Mineral Point £ran outside the city or 
are new constructions using salvaged logs. The log buildings at 39a Shake Rag 
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Street(37/2), at 320c Tower Street(39/35} and at 224 Clowney Street (20/28) 
were all rroved to Mineral Point or erected fran used logs. Similarly, the 
Craft Shop(36/33}, the Guest Cottage(36/29), and the Maintenance Shop(36/28) , 
all located in the Pendarvis mueseum carplex, were rroved to the site or 
constructed of salvalged logs fran the surrounding area (Nelson, Interview , 
1992; Knipping, Interview, 1992). 

·Lumber 

The new population, rising quickly again to 500-600 in the early 1830s, came 
to the area to stay and ccmnenced to build proper hanes. The prairie region 
supported only a m::xlest stand of native timber and, in addition, much of the 
existent 1;JOOO was constnred in the lead furnaces of the miners. 'As a result, 
timber for the purposes of constructing substantial buildings was in short 
supply. By the mid-1830s, lumber dealers were advertising limited arrounts of 
lumber for sale when the shiprents arrived frcm distant places such as 
Pittsburgh, which then was shipped down the Ohio and up the Mississippi rivers 
to Galena, and hauled overland to Mineral Point. Cne such shiIJTl9rlt consisting 
of 10;000 feet of weather board and 10,000 feet of sheeting was listed for 
sale in the local newspaper in 1838 by B. Salter (Miners Free Press, 25 
September 1838; WPA, 1979:47,49). Lumber, sash, doors, and windows were sold 
on a limited shiprents basis in the 1840s by A. Warren fran Argyle, Theodore 
Rodolf, John Saxton, Tharas Davy, and Tregakis, Gray & Co., all who also sold 
other supplies to the ccmnunity in addition to lumber (Mineral Point Derrocrat, 
16 July 1845, 15 October 1845 , 2 June 1848, 8 June 1849, 27 June 1849). 

Lumber yards, as a specialized business, began to supply the buildings needs 
of the cannunity of Mineral Point by the 1850s. In 1850, a lumber yard owned 
by Shepherd and Bonnell advertized for sale pine lumber shipped fran the 
northern Wisconsin Pinery (Wisconsin Tribune, 7 June 1850). However, 
substantial lumber yards were not a standard ccmnercial service until the 
advent of railway transportation in 1857 made a supply of lumber easily and 
econanically available . As the construction of the railroad neared 
carpletion, the Mineral Point Tribune noted "Perhaps the railroad will enable, 
we hope, citizens to obtain lumber ... great demand for residences" (Mineral 
Point Tribune, 18 March 1856}. In 1859, it was reported that 973, 558 feet of 
lumber was irrported by rail in 1858, the first year of rail transportation 
(Allen, 1859:14) . Am:>ng the earliest of the lumber yards established in 
conjunction with the arrival of the rail road was the yard established in 
June, 1857, by T.K. Blodgett and Israel Sheppard, i,mo also sold reapers and 
thrashers at their place of business near the new railroad depot. During the 
same year, C.M. Curtis established a new lumber yard near the newly opened 
railroad depot (Mineral Point Tribune, 30 June 1857; 13 April 1857). 

Business operations using 1;JOOO as a raw material as ~ became m:>re easily 
transportable also were established. Am:>ng the m:>re praninent of the local 
finns was the Clowney and Clark Machine Shop located on North Chestnut (not 
extant} in the 1850s and 1860s. In the early 1860s, Clowney and Clark used 
steam operated turning lathes, saws, m:>ldlng machines to turn out corner 
boards, sash, blinds, doors, noldings, flooring, and spinning wheels, whi9h, 
according to the local newspaper, were "superior to those brought fran 
Chicago" (Mineral Point Tribune, 30 April 1862, 21 May 1862; Historv of Iowa 
County, 1881:855). 
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In 1866, the machine shop of G.W. CObb & CO.advertized a steam sawing, planing 
and tongue and grove services as well as sash and. door products. In their 
advertisement, the CObb Carpany offered to "put up first rate buildings in 
less time than ever before." George w. Cobb provided the citizens of Mineral 
Point with the opportunity to own an early "pre-fab" house. The carpany 
claimed in their 1870 advertisernent "You can have your house made by 
machinery , and put up in a few days , much cheaper that by hand. " Cobb & Co. , 
who built a large stone warehouse near the proposed railway site at 23 
Ccmnerce St (16/10) in 1854, apparently had established a lumber outlet at 
their place of business near the railroad depot by at least 1860 (National 
Derrocrat, 5 January 1870 , 9 February 1870; Mineral Point Tribune, 23 Feb. 
1854, 4 July 1866, 25 July 1866). During this period, George Pierce also is 
known to have operated a sash, door, and blind factory, which erployed as many 
as eight men. This sash and door factory vas operated u."lder the name Cobb and 
Pierce £ran 1866 until about 1872. (U.S. Census, Industrial Schedule, 1870; 
History of Iowa County, 1881:702) . 

As the raw lumber and the lumber manufacturing mills disappeared fran the 
local econany, lumber for construction purposes increasingly was obtained frcm 
local retail lumberyards, generally located adjacent to the railroad. The 
following lumberyards are known to have supplied the materials for~ and 
frame construction in Mineral Point during the later years of the 19th century 
and in the early 20th century: 

EASTMAN LUMBER CCMPANY. The Eastman lumber yard was located on the east side 
of Ccmnerce Street near the railroad depot (not extant}. It succeeded the 
Sanger Rockwell & Carpany previously located on the site. This lumber yard, 
one of a regional chain of lumber yards, was incorporated in 1900. At the 
turn of the century, under the managernent of L.C . Stair, the Eastman Lumber 
Yard offered a full line of lumber, lath, shingles, sash, doors and heaVY 
timbers, also lime, cement, and building materials of all kinds. This lurrber 
yard was in operation fran the early 1890s until at least the 1930s (Sanborn 
[map], 1894-1929; Mineral Point , Tax Records , 1885-1900; !<:Ma County Derocrat, 
9 May 1907). 

JAMES HUTCHINSON LUMBER cniPANY. The Hutchinson Lumber Calpany, established 
in 1864, supplied lumber materials to the carrnunity of Mineral Point until the 
early 1880s. This yard, located next to the railroad depot at 18 Camerce 
Street (16/12}, was established by James Hutchinson, who was bom Ireland in 
1819. Hutchinson, the son of a fanner, imnigrated fran Ireland to Mineral 
Point about 1840, where he engaged in mining for several years. Hutchinson 
vas elected to various governrrental offices following his injury by a mining 
explosion, after which he turned to farming for a period of time. In 1862, 
Hutchinson took up grain and stock trade and in 1864, he turned to the l\lllber 
business. The Hutchinson Lumber Cclrpany offered a stock of lumber, lath, 
shingles, sash, doors and blinds (History of Iowa County, 1881:862-863; 
National Darocrat, 5 January 1870) . He purchased the site near the depot in 
the early 1870s (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1871-1885; Taylor-Willits [map], 
1871). A lurrber yard continued to occupy the site of the Hutchinson Lumber 
Yard near the railroad depot up to the conterrporary period. 'The part-stone 
livery stable apparently constructed by Hutchinson remains on the site along 
with various lumber sheds built later. James Hutchinson and sons established 
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the Iowa County Bank and Abstract Office in 1885 at which time the lumber yard 
operation was taken over by the J .D. Martin & Co. lumber yard (Sanborn [map] , 
1884; Iowa County Derrocrat, September 1891; History of Iowa County, 1881:730; 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1871-1885). 

J.D. MARTIN & CO Lu.IDER. The Martin Lumber Carpany was established by B. J . 
Prideaux and J.D. Martin in 1885 on the previous site of the Hutchinson Lumber 
earpany at 18 cartnerce Street (16/12). It continued in business under the 
narne of Martin and Prideaux (also listed as J .D. Martin and Co.] until after 
the turn of the century. This lumber yard was succeeded for a brief time by 
the Prideaux Lumber Yard, followed by the Mineral Point Lwober carpany fran 
1907 until at least the 1930s (Crawford, 1913:140-142; Sanborn [nap], 1884-
1900; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1885-1900; Iowa County Dem:>crat, 9 May 
1907). 

BENJAMIN T. PRIDEAUX LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIALS. The Prideaux Ll.lT'lber 
Carpany was the successor to the Martin Ltnnber carpany operation at 18 
Ccmnerce Street (16/12). B.J. Prideaux, who previously was co-owner of the 
property along with J.D. Martin beginning in 1885, becarne the sole owner of 
this lumber yard fran 1904 until 1907 . Prideaux's yard offered a stock of 
"lumber, lath, shingles, posts, pickets, paints, brick, roofing, lime, cement , 
sash, doors, blinds and building materials of all kinds under dry lumber 
sheds." Prideaux and Martin established the lumber business at 18 Coomerce 
Street near the rail road depot in 1885. Previously, Prideaux, a tinsmith, 
became a partner with this fonrer enployer in the firm of Devlin & Prideaux, 
dealers in hardware and house furnishings . Prideaux sold his interest in the 
business to his partner in 1883 and m:>ved to Lake Mills for tvK> years. In 
1885, he returned to Mineral Point and entered into the lurrber trade with J.D. 
Martin. B.J. Prideaux was born in Dcxigeville in 1843 where he learned the 
trade of a tinsmith . He fonned a partnership with his errployer F.dward Devlin 
in 1875. Prideaux was appointed post master in 1907, whereupon he sold the 
lumber business (Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1885-
1900; Iowa County Dem:>crat , 9 May 1907; History of Iowa County, 1881:870; 
Crawford, 1913:140-142). 

SANGER .RCX:KWELL & 00 UMBER YARD. Limited infonnation is available on the 
Sanger Rockwell & Co. lumber yard. This yard was in operation near the rail 
road depot on the east side of Ccmrerce Street (not extant) in the mid-1880s 
(Sanborn [map], 1884). 

SAMUEL WHITE Ia!BER YARD. The White lumber business was known to have been in 
operation in the early 1880s. No other infonnation on the White luni:>er 
concern is available at present (History of Iowa County, 1881:730; Sanborn 
[map] , 1884) . 

According to the Wisconsin Tribune in 1849, the first real frarne building was 
built by John O'Neil apparently in the 1830s on the lot presently kn~ as 217 
cannerce (not extant), adjacent to [north side] the stQne O'Neil House built 
later at 209 Ccmnerce Street (55/13). This frarne building, part of which 
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apparently retains attached to the O'Neil House, was used later by Nickolas 
Curry as a store (Wisconsin Tribune, 16 March 1849; Jennifer Sharp, Interview, 
1992). Extant exanples of early frama or \t.ood construction in the present 
ccmnercial district that have retained their historic character include the 
timber frama Rod.elf House at 51 North Chestnut Street (55/28) constructed in 

. the early 1840s on the corner of Jail Alley and Chestnut and the James smith 
House at 111 Jail Alley (20/5) built in 1846-47 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900; Jack Holzhueter, Interview, 3 July 1992). The Lanyon Blacksmith 
Shop built in 1868 at 16 Fountain Street (55/14), although not exceptionally 
well-preserved, is one of tw:> mid-19th century ccmrercial building in the 
ccmnercial district that have retained historic integrity. The north half of 
the Ivey Building constructed in the late 1870s at 200 Camerce Street (15/32) 
has recently been restored, maintaining its historic Italianate styled 
appearance (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 
January 1869). Several ccmnercial buildings including the Priestly Building 
at 260 High Street (43/19) and the ccmrercial building at 14 Fountain Street 
(15/35) do not contribute to the historic character of the Mineral Point 
Historic District because they have been covered by siding thereby altering 
their historic character. 

Included in the 637 buildings, reported by Allen in his Directory of the City 
of Mineral Point, of which half were "nostly good frarred houses" is the t~­
story frame house built at 18 Shake Rag Street (37/9). This Greek Revival 
influenced side gabled house, built between 1838-1842, is am:>ng the earliest 
frarre houses in the Mineral Point Historic District (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Shake Rag Under the Hill, Brochure). The I.O.O.F Lodge 
was constructed during the sama period in 1838 at 112 Front Street(16/20 is 
also am:>ng the earliest architecturally significant building of~ 
construction remaining in the district. This Greek Revival styled building is 
an exceptionally well-preserved exanple of w:>od construction (Miners Free 
Press, 7 August 1838; History of Iowa County, 1881:707-711) 
(Allen, 1859: 12-13). 

Stone 

Stone construction played a major role in the architectural history of Mineral 
Point. Much of the historic character of the city can be attributed to 
continued presence of a large number of well-preserved historic stone 
buildings. However, limited inforrration on the specific source of the stone 
and stone construction in Mineral Point is available at present. By 1859, 
there were 637 buildings in the city of Mineral Point, of which m::>re than half 
were "substantial structures of stone or brick". Fifteen of the 29 canrercial 
and industrial buildings present in the city in 1859 were three-story stone 
buildings, sane with four-story rear elevations (Mineral Point Tribune, 7 
December 1858; Allen, 1859:12-13, 15) . .According to a report reprinted fran 
the Grant County Herald in 1859, there were [in Mineral Point] "nunerous stone 
warehouses going up in the descent of Main Street [High Street] to the Depot 
[Cannerce Street]." The report further describes the building activity in the 
city, "They use stone ... There is so much raw materials there ... no where in 
the mines are such substantial structures projected or att€ltl)ted as are now 
rising upon the lower block of Main Street. You hear the sound of the stone 
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cutter's axe ... everywhere are piles of materials ... huge stones are carried 
on plank roads built across the street over your head" (Mineral Point Tribune, 
18 October 1859). 

Apparently, according to the 1859 Directory of the City of Mineral Point, the 
. stone available for bui !ding was a "beautiful blue limestone, which is taken 

out of the bluffs on all sides of City and within its 1 imi ts." The Directory 
further stated "Fine sandstone is also abundant and much in uself (Allen, 
1859:8). The limestone used for construction purposes was taken fran quarries 
in the Trenton limestone fonnation located in the southwest area of Wisconsin. 
The upper courses and portions of the lower have a uniform buff color. Deeper 
in the quarry, the layers have a core of blue. The jointing planes break the 
rock into various sized dimensions, sufficiently large for all ordinary uses 
(Buckley, 1898:292-297). 

The early settlers of Mineral Point, particularly the Cornish settlers, used 
limestone £ran the hills adjoining their building sites to construct their 
hemes. Reportedly, the Cornish miners, who also were skilled stone cutters, 
used the lirnestone near or on the site to build alx>ut 30 houses along Shake 
Rag Street {Fiedler, 1962:165; WPA [1941], 1979:54). Local limestone, very 
likely fran the adjacent hillside, was used to construct several well 
preserved cottages and houses on Shake Rag Street in the late 1830s and in the 
1840s. The cottages and houses on Shake Rag Street are am:>ng the earliest of 
the extant stone houses in the city. Significant exanples of early limestone 
construction remaining on Shake Rag Street include the cottage built for 
Ralph Goldsworthy at 19 Shake Rag Street {37/16) around 1840, the John 
Tregascus Cottage also constructed in the early 1840s at 17 Shake Rag Street 
(37/17), the Joseph James House built in the early 1840s at 28 Shake Rag 
Street (37/7) and the two-story house built during the sane period at 26 Shake 
Rag Street (37/8) (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1850; Chesterfield Inn 
Brochure; Sanborn [rrap], 1884; Taylor-Willits [map], 1871). The small 
lirnestone·cottage known as Pendarvis and the adjacent tv.0-story Trelawney 
House [now part of Cornish restoration carplex known as Pendal:vis] built in 
the early 1840s at 122 Shake Rag Street (36/32) and restored by Robert Neal 
and F.dgar Helltnn in the late 1930s, are additional significant exanples of 
early stone construction in Mineral Point (Fiedler, 1962:166-169; Erdman 
[SHSW], 1982}. 

Local sandstone also was used often in the construction of historic buildings 
in Mineral Point. The sandstone was quarried £ran the St Peters sandstone 
formation located in southwestern Wisconsin. In general, the sandstone fran 
the St Peters formation is soft, but in Mineral Point, it was sufficiently 
hard to be dressed and placed in a wall. St Peters sandstone was used for 
building .in the early days because it was close at hand and the expense was 
only the cost of the quarrying (Buckley, 1898:255, 251-254). Brick and lumber 
at that time were expensive, and therefore was not viewed as the building 
material of choice for the early settlers of Mineral Point. As a result, 
Mineral Point is characterized by many rough stone buildings. Many of the 
older buildings including the Methodist Episcopal Church at 400 Doty 
Street(26/7) and the Gundry House at 234 Madison(Zl/14), both constructed in 
the late 1860s, are built of St Peters sandstone taken fran the bluffs 
adjacent to the city (Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869; Buckley, 
1898:253; Fiedler, 1962:130). 
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The earliest significant stone building in the ccmrercial district, the John 
O'Neil House, built in 1838-1839 at 209 Ccmnerce Street (55/13), has been 
rehabilitated for carmercial space (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; 
Sanborn [nap), 1884; Sharp, Abstract of Property) . The earliest stone 
coomercial bu.ildings in the coomercial district are the William Tharas & Co. 
building constructed at 154 High Street (14/30) in 1847 and the lower story of 
the Milton General Store and Iron Depot built in the mid-1840s at 159 High 
Street (14/12) . Both of these buildings do not contribute to the historic 
character of the Mineral Point Historic District because of a lack of historic 
integrity. The earliest significant stone coomercial buildings remaining in 
the city are the Thanas and ecrrpany Building constructed at 39-41 High Street 
(14/5) and the George Cobb Warehouse at 23 Ccilm3rce Street (15/13), both built 
in 1854 (Mineral Point Tribune, 3 January 1855, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, 
Tax Records , 1850-1900; Sanborn (map], 1884) . Other early ccmnunity buildings 
types also were constructed of stone materials . Native limestone as well as · 
sandstone, "the m:ist convenient and .substantfal material at hand" was used to 
construct the earliest extant church building in the Mineral Point . The small 
20 ft x 40 ft St Paul's Catholic Church at 414 Ridge Street (32/17) was 
constructed in 1842 (History of Iowa County, 1881: 719). 

In addition to the quarrying of stone fran the hil 1 adjacent to the building 
site or fran the hills surrounding the city in the mid-19th century, several 
quarries outside the city were known to provide building stone in the late 
19th century . Stone fran the Red Rock Quarry was advertized for sale in the 
1889. This quarry, located at Red Rock near Gratiot, reportedly was opened 
sane years before by the "late William T. Henry of this city. At the turn of 
the century, this quarry was operated by the Darlington Stone carpany. The 
upper beds of the sandstone are buff color but the beds below are streaked 
with purple, white and buff while the beds below these are brick red in color . 
This variegated stone found a considerable market in Chicago and Milwaukee 
(Iowa County Derrocrat , 13 Septanber 1889; Buckiey , 1898:250) . No specific 
buildings in Mineral Point are presently known to be constructed of stone fran 
this quarry . Local stone taken out of the "mill site" was used to construct 
the Mineral Point Linen Fiber carpany (not extant) in 1891 (Iowa County 
Derrocrat, 16 October 1891). At the turn of the century, George Trasher opened 
a quarry near the Zinc Works and offered sand and stone for sale . Also during 
this period, John Manley advertized sand and stone delivered prarptly. 
However, no buildings have been identified as being constructed of stone fran 
this quarries (Iowa County Derrocrat, 19 July 1900, 9 August 1900). 

By the turn of the century, it was m:ire feasible and nore econanical to use 
brick and lumber for building materials than native stone even though it was 
close at hand. In the later,19th and early 20th centuries, the facing of the 
new buildings were generally constructed of brick, but stone was still used 
for the back walls, for foundations and trinmings (Buckley, 1898:254). Atrong 
the best preserved exarrples of stone buildings with brick front elevations are 
the Winn and Co . Building built at 38 High Street (14/17) in 1859, the 
Ellinger Furniture Store constructed in 1868 at 33 High Street (14/3), the 
Martin and Toay Hardware Store at 104 High Street (14/21), the White House Dry 
Goods Store at 110 High Street (14/22), the Brewer and Penhallegan Cash 
Grocery Store at 114 High Street (14/23) and the Allen Building at 122 High 
Street (14/24), all built or reconstructed after the fire in 1897 damaged the 
all the previous buildings on the east half of the block (Iowa County 

...,I 

>..-.I 



--

155 

DemJcrat, 27 May 1868, 6 May 1897, 17 June 1897, 23 Sept . 1897; Mineral Point, 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1900) . 

After the turn of the century, it was reported that local limestone fran the 
Gorgen family Quarry [location unknown] was used to construct the new Gorgen 
and Sons Grocery and Meat Market at 242 High Street (43/22) in 1907 (Iowa 
County DemJcrat, 18 April 1907). Stone construction in the 20th century in 
Mineral Point was limited by the expense of quarrying and the loss of skilled 
stone masons. The use of native materials and local labor underwent a brief 
revival during the gover:nrrent sponsored W.P.A. programs in the 1930s and early 
1940s. Local stone, the traditional building material of Mineral Point, was 
used by the W.P.A. \..Orkers to build the municipal swirrming pool in Soldiers 
Menorial Park (26/5), which was constructed of local limestone in 1937 at a 
cost of $35,000. This pool was rrodernized in 1984 (Fiedler , 1962:158). 
in the cornnunity as in rrost early 20th century Wisconsin camnunities. 

Although brick construction is evident in the city of Mineral Point, brick was 
not the building material of choice . Locally produced brick was used to 
construct a number of buildings in the 19th century, but local cannercial 
brick yards were not an i!ll)Ortant element in the history of Mineral Point. 
Brick building material apparently generally was i!ll)Orted, first overland and 
by boat, and later by the rail road when it cannenced operation in 1857 
_(Mineral Point Tribune, 23 February 1854). In a building report by the local 
newspaper in 1854, the Mineral Point Tribune notes the quarrying of rock and 
the hauling of brick, not the making of brick, for the caning construction 
season (Mineral Point Tribune, 23 February 1854). T.S. Allen provided further 
evidence of brick. asap inconvenient building material with the anission of 
brick as a potential building material in his directory, the Directory of the 
City of Mineral Point carpiled in 1859 . However, he list stone and timber for 
building. 

Toe only local brick yard identified in the Mineral Point Survey is the brick 
yard at the Mineral Point Zinc Furnace established in 1860. This brick yard 
was located about one mile south of the city on the line of the railroad. The 
local newspaper offered the best building brick for sale at $5.50 for 1000. 
This yard operated by Weckler, Tiese and Studde also offered chirmey brick for 
sale. Toe Mineral Point Zinc Furnace Brick Yard advertized brick for sale in 
the local for only a short time in 1860 (Herre Intelligencer, 25 June 1860 , 22 
August 1860, 13 September 1860). Toe absence of brick yards in Mineral Point 
is further denonstrated by the absence of brick rekers in the U.S. Census 
reports. In the 1850 census, only Richard Bov.den, and English irrmigrant who 
later advertised himself as a stone mason, reported his trade as a brick · 
maker. The only other brick makers in the 1850-1870 census records are John 
Wickler [Weckler], age 42 fran Prussia, and John Triste [Tiese], age 50, fran 

• Luxembourg in . the 1860 census. Weckler and Tiese operated the Mineral Point 
Zinc Furnace Brick Yard for a brief time around 1890. Joe Studde, age 34·, 
also . franPrussia, reported his occupation as stone mason in the_ 1860 census 
(U.S. Census, 1850, 1860, 1870). 
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Accounts of building activity in the city generally report the construction of 
substantial buildings of stone or brick, but the division of the number of 
brick and stone is not articulated . In 1859, half of the 637 buildings in the 
city were substantial buildings of brick and stone (Allen, 1859:8, 12, 15). 
Reportedly, the first brick house was built by William Phillips and was 
occupied by him as a dwelling house [Vliet Survey, Lot 95] sanetime before 
1849 (Wisconsin Tribune, 16 March 1849; Mineral ·Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900) . The earliest extant building in the ccmrercial district constructed of 
brick is the Read [Reed]-Bennett Building at 259 High Street (43/14). At 
least part of this ccmrercial building, which served as the post office from 
1854 until 1864, was constructed in 1841 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900; Iowa County Darocrat, 1 May 1891; Mineral Point Tribune, 3 March 1854 , 
29 June 1864; Sanborn [map], 1884). Arrong the irost significant 
representatives of early brick construction in Mineral Point is the Trinity 
Episcopal Church constructed at 402 High Street(26/8) . This Gothic Revival 
styled church, reportedly constructed of locally fired clay , was built in 1847 
(Wisconsin Tribune, 1 October 1847; Fiedler , 1962:179-181). 

IRON 

A major change in ccmrercial building followed the introduction of iron as a 
structural material in the 19th century, relieving brick of its load bearing 
responsibility. The effect of iron materials on the structural frame of irost 
of the buildings in Mineral Point cannot be readily determined . Nevertheless, 
the use of iron columns, iron lintels and other ornamental iron elements is 
readily apparent in sane of the storefronts of the cannercial buildings in the 
ccmnercial district . Unfortunately, in the process of irodernization, many of 
the iron fronts have been renoved; however, in the on-going process of 
restoration of Mineral Point, sane of the iron fronts have been restored and 
replaced. 

Ornamental iron architectural details used to decorate and support the 
buildings in the 19th and early 20th centuries were manufactured by local 
foundries and were irrported fran places such as Chicago and other eastern 
cities. Sane of the iron storefronts in Mineral Point were created by local 
foundries established in Mineral Point in the mid-19th century: 

WILLIAM LANYON Fa.JNDRY. The Lanyon Foundry was established by William Lanyon 
in 1849. This foundry and machine shop, the first inportant industry in the 
city outside of the mining industry, was located at 105 carmerce Street. The 
Lanyon Foundry was operated originally in 1850 by Lanyon in partnership with 
John Warne [Wearne]. According to their advertisement in the local newspaper , 
the new firm had installed a furnace and were prepared to "execute either iron 
or brass . .. [by] ~rkrren all experienced ... ski 11 unsurpassed in the "old 
country' (Wisconsin Tribune, 26 July 1850; History of Iowa county, 1881:702} . 
According to the 1850 census, the William Lanyon foundry and blacksmith shop 
errployed six men and produced products with an annual value of $4000 (U .S. 
Census [Industrial Schedule] , 1850). 
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In 1860, the operation of Lanyon's foundry and nachine shop was turned over to 
the proprietorship of Lanyon's son John and his partner B. Perrington (Mineral 
Point Weekly Tribune, 7 May 1860, 15 June 1861). In the late 1850s and early 
1860s, the Lanyon Foundry arranged to manufacture plows in partnership with 
Issac Winn and Co. (Mineral Point Tribune, 20 May, 1856, 2 September 1856). 
In 1865, the· Lanyons constructed a new t~-story_ foundry and machine shop of 
stone and timbers on their property on Ccmnerce Street near the railroad 
depot. The new bui !ding was equipped with steam powered machinery. The new 
machine shop and foundry was prepared to fill orders for engines, mill 
machines , furnace rrachinery, mining machine and threshing machine repairs. In 
addition, the corrpany had on hand iron pillars for buildings and window caps 
and a blacksmith shop in connection with their operation (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 11 October 1865, 25 October 1865, 1 November 1865, 14 March 1866, 3 
October 1866). The Lanyon Foundry at 105 Ccmnerce ceased to operate in 1867 
(History of Iowa County, 1881:702). One of the buildings of the Lanyon 
Foundry and .Machine Shop remains on the site at 105 Coomerce Street (15/11); 
however, this building has been altered extensively over the years and lacks 
historic integrity. 

In 1867 , a new foundry was erected by William Lanyon's sons John and Josiah on 
the corner of Fountain and Vine Streets (not extant). The Lanyons continued 
to operate the foundry at this site under the name of J. Lanyon and Brother 
until at least 1891 (History of Iowa County, 1881:702; Iowa County Daroorat 
[Special Ed.], September 1891; Sanborn [map], 1884-1889). The Lanyon Brothers 
specialized in the manufacture and repair of mining and milling machinery, all 
kinds of castings such as iron fences of all kinds, iron stairs, pillars, 
window caps and sills. In 1870, the Lanyon Brothers errployed eight man and 
reported $8000.00 as their annual product (Taylor-Willits (trap], 1871; U.S. 
Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870). In 1877, the Lanyon patented their ore­
crusher and stone-breaker machinery and devoted their shop exclusively to 
their manufacture. This machinery was sold in a territory that included the 
states of Ohio, Colorado, Nebraska, Dakota, Pennsylvania, and Missouri 
(History of Iowa County, 1881:702-703; Iowa County Dem:>crat (Special Ed.], 
September 1891). During this period, William Lanyon evidently continued to 
operate a blacksmith shop on a smaller scale until 1875. According to the 1870 
Census , the William Lanyon shop errployed two men and produced products with an 
annual value of $1200.00 (U.S. Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870 ; History of 
Iowa CoUJ.,tY, 1881:865) 

William Lanyon,Sr , a native of Cornwall, F..ngland, was born in 1810. Lanyon, 
who learned his trade in Cornwall, inmigrated to J\nerica in 1840. During the 
same year, he arrived in Mineral Point at which tine he work in the blacksmith 
and i:rtachinist's trade. Later he also started a hardware, stove and tinware 
business. He carried on his foundry and machine shop industry in partnership 
with his sons until 1875 when he turned the business over to his sons John and 
Josiah, who learned the trade in their father's shops. John Lanyon was born 
in Mineral Point in 1845 and Josiah was born in Mineral Point a year after his 
parents inmigrated to Arrerica in 184l(History of Iowa County, 1881:865). 

The Lanyon Foundry manufactured elerrents for the following historic buildings 
in the ccmnercial district of Mineral Point: 

Lenahan Brothers Block [3 storefronts]. 140-146 High Street(14/28) 1866 
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(Mineral Point Tribune, 8 August 1866). 
David Jacka House, 321 Mineral Street(22/31) 1870 

(Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976) 

Ja-IN WEARNE & SONS ro.JNDRY [EAGLE FOUNDRY]. The Wearne Foundry, established 
in 1856 by John Wearne and his son Richard, was located on Hoard Street [Shake 
Rag Street] about t~ block fran the intersection of Ccmnerce and High Street 
and also was listed as located on Dodgeville Road]. This foundry specialized 
in the manufacture and repair of sugar mills and different kinds of farming 
and mining machinery (History of Iowa County, 1881:705, 879). In addition, 
the Wearne Foundry was the principal source of the iron castings used in the 
area including the elerrents for iron storefronts on the historic buildings of 
Mineral Point. In 1866, the local newspaper noted, "Pillars [on John Horn 
Saloon] are. the best, rrost perfect in the city, not withstanding. There are 
many of the Chicago manufactory in the city. We think our citizens err in 
sending away ... when we can have it done here" Mineral Point Tribune, 11 July 
1866. According to the 1870 Census, the Wearne Foundry declared an annual 
product value of $1170.00 for castings and $650.00 ~rth of repair ~rk 
annually (U.S. Census [Industrial Census], 1870). Richard Wearne withdrew 
from the firm in the early 1870s and the business was carried by John Wearne 
as a sole proprietor. In the mid-1880s, the foundry was purchased by James 
Wearne, another son of the founder John Wearne, who learned the trade of a 
rroulder from his father. In the 1880s, the Wearne Foundry did all the casting 
for the Mineral Point Zinc Coopany. They also manufactured horse-pcx,.,ered ore­
crushers for the lead and zinc district. The Wearne Foundry continued to 
operate until at least the 1890s (Iowa County Derrocrat [Special Ed.], 
September 1891; (History of Iowa County, 1881:705, 729, 879). 

John Wearne, who learned his trade in Cornwall, England, imnigrated to Arrerica 
with wife and children in 1848. Wearne began his blacksmith and foundry 
career in Mineral Point in partnership with another imnigrant from Cornwall, 
William lanyon. He established his own foundry under the nama John Wearne and 
Sons in about 1856 [also listed as 1868]. The John Wearne Foundry, succeeded 
by the Richard Wearne Foundry, was in turn was purchased by James Wearne in 
the mid-1880s (Wisconsin Tribune, 26 July 1850; Iowa County Deroocrat [Special 
Ed.], September 1891; (History of Iowa County, 1881:705, 729; 879). 

The Wearne Foundry [Fagle Foundry] manufactured iron elements for the 
following historic buildings in the ccmrercial district of Mineral Point: 

John Horn Saloon [storefront], 155 High Street(14/11) 1866 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 11 July 1866) 

Tharas Prisk Building [iron stair,..,ay], 160 High Street(l4/32) 1866 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 29 August 1866; Inscription on stair) 

By the late 19th century, small local iron foundries began to languish as 
products irrported from outside the area began to be rrore econanical than 
locally made products. The historic iron fence surrounding the old William 
Lanyon House at 309 Front Street(l6/34) was added to the property in 1890. 
This fence, which logically ~uld be attributed to the Lanyon Foundry, was 
manufactured by the Barbed Iron Works of Lafayette, Indiana. Cyrus Lanyon, 

'-' 
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the son of William Lanyon, used his knowledge of the iron manufacturing 
industry to sell the products of this Lafayette COO"(:)anY in Mineral Point (Iowa 
County Dem:>erat, 9 May 1890, 16 May 1890) . 

Notes on Sources 

As in nost ccmnunities, written infonnation on the actual construction and 
methods of construction is minimal. Sane of the history of building can be 
reconstructed through the research and ccrrparison of multiple sources. Old 
newspaper accounts canbined with a knowledge of the original owners frcrn the 
tax records, the locations of the buildings and the names of the builders as 
well as the local sources of building materials provide the best sources for 
infonnation . Infonnation on the building processes in Mineral Point is not 
readily obtainable nor is it easy to reconstruct. The local newspapers 
offered very little infonnation on the circumstances or contributing 
infonnation when a building was constructed in the later years of the 19th 
century as is found in rrost local newspapers in Wisconsin. A oore 
carprehensive history of building methods and sources , particularly early 
stone construction, i,.ould be a i,.orthwhile project for sane interested group in 
Mineral Point . 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS/MAP OODE ~IOO DATE 

Hutchinson Lumber Co . Livery Stable 18 Ccmnerce St. (16/12) Bet. 
George Cobb Warehouse 23 Ccmnerce Street (15/13} 
Lanyon Foundry-Machine Shop 105 Ccmnerce Street (15/11) 
John O'Neil House 209 Ccmnerce Street (55/13) 
Whitney Smith House 224 Fountain Street (55/27} 
William Lanyon House 309 Front Street (16/34) 
Janes smith House 11 Jail Alley Street (20/5} 
Winn & Co . Building 38 High Street (14/17) 
Ellinger (Ellingen] Furniture Store <~ High Street (14/3) 
Thanas and Carpany Building 39-41 High Street (14/5) 
Martin and Toay Hardware Store 104 Hi\gh Street ( 14/21) 
White House Dry Goods Store 110 High Street (14/22) 
Brewer-Penhallegan Grocery Store 114 Hi~h Street (14/23) 
Allen Building 122 Hili;Jh Street (14/24) 

1870-1884 
1854 

1850, 1865 
1838-1839 
1849-1850 

1854, 1890 
1846-1847 

1859 
1868 
1854 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 

Lenahan Brothers Block (3 storefronts] 140-146 High Street(l4/28) 1866 
William Thanas Building 154 High Street (14/30} 1847 
John Horn Saloon [storefront] 155 High Street(14/11) 1866 
Milton General Store and Iron Depot @ High Street 914/12) mid-1840s, 1854 
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Thanas Prisk Building [iron stairway] 160 High Street (14/32) 1866 
Gergen and Sons Grocery-Meat Market 242 High Street (43/22) 1907 
~eed]~ett Buitding 259__!!!.gb Street (43/14) .8'1D 
Trinity Episcopal Church 40'2 High Street (28/8) 1847 
David Jacka House, 321 Mineral Street ( 22/31) 1870 
St . Charles Church [St Pauls Mission Church] 414 Ridge Street (32/17) 1842 
John Tregascus Cottage 17 Shake Rag Street (37/17) 1843 
Log cabin[Shake Rag Under Hill] 18f Shake Rag Street (37/14) c . 1828 

vRalph Golds\>.K)rthy Cottage 19 Shake Rag Street (37/16) 1840 
• Joseph James House 28 Shake Rag Street (37/7) Early 1840s 
Carbis & Thanas House[Pendarvis] 114g Shake Rag Street (36/30) c.1845 
William House[Trelawney] 1i4h Shake Rag Street (36/30) c . 1843 
Geo. Kislingbury[Polperro] li4f Shake Rag Street (36/30)c.1842-1843 
John Martin House[Tamblyn Row] 114e Shake Rag Street (36/27)c.1841-1842 
Mineral Point Municipal SWimning Pool Soldiers Merrorial Park (26/5) 1937 



-

AROITTEX::TURE OF ca+1ERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Intrcxiuction 

camercial architecture generally reflects the economic health and activi ty of 
the CCllmJility. The character of and the developrent of historic ccmnercial 
and industrial buildings in Mineral Point depends on the coincidence of 
econanic growth and the phases of architectural taste and style. The 
construction dates of the extant ccmnercial buildings in the Mineral Point 
Historic District indicate an increase in building construction during the 
19th century from the late 1830s through the 1870s with brief lapses in 
building activity such as the gold rush from 1849 until the early 1850s. 
Construction occurred when lead mining activity was on the increase and before 
and after the advent of the railroad in 1857. Another smaller building bean 
in the late 19th century was fueled by the demand for zinc .and the 
establishment of the Mineral Point Zinc Works manufacturing plant that 
reactivated the mining activity following the demise of the lead mining in the 
mid-19th century. A substantial number of new buildings, the majority 
residential, were constructed in the 1890s and in the first decade of the 20th 
century. Very little construction occurred in Mineral .Point after 1910 . In 
the 20th century, the econany of the area was stabilized by the rise of the 
agricultural industry, which developed to supplement the incane from mining 
beginning with the sale of land by the government in 1837 . ~11 industries 
such as the Mineral Point Woolen Mills also began to supplement the mining 
based econany in the later years of the 19th century. 

After the Black Hawk War in 1832, pennanent settlement of the area quickly 
progressed . In 1836, the town of Mineral Point was established and the 
mineral lands went up for sale and the first survey of the area was conducted 
by Charles Bracken. The population rose from approximately 300 in 1830 in the 
town and village to 1000 by 1840 (Allen , 1859:5, 12). In 1837, according to 
the local newspaper, the inprovements in Mineral Point, a " mining town, not 
naturally a beautiful site," will make it "worthy of a naire other than Shake 
Rag." The listed inprovements included " ... many large buildings going up . . six 
dry gocxis stores ... one brewery, three public houses, a court and jail, three 
physicians, five lawyers." The newspaper added the cannent, " .. . few mechanics 
of any kind ... no better openings could be found for carpenters, joiners, 
masons , and bricklayers . .. " {Miners Free Press, 28 July 1837). In 1847, the 
Tribune reported, "when those [buildings] under contract or construction are 
carpleted, the number will exceed 50 .. /and what adds to their value i s the 
substantial material (brick and stone) of which m:>st of them are constructed" 
{Wisconsin Tribune, 1 OCtober 1847). The next year, in 1848, the Tribune 
newspaper remarked, " . . . nearly every street may be seen new buildings , which 
have been erected within the last few weeks" (Wisconsin Tribune, 19 May 1848) . 
In spite of the low price of lead and the absence of cultivation of the 
surrounding area, business in Mineral Point was prosperous, and m:>ney 
plentiful, until the year 1849 \IA'len the gold mines of califomia claimed many 
of the local miners. Although the population of the town and villaqe rose to 
approximately 2,110 by 1850, new construction plans were abandoned due to the 
sale of the property of those who left for the califomia gold mines "at 
prices far below original cost" in the early 1850s {Wisconsin Tribune, 27 May 
1852; Allen , 1859:5; Fiedler, 1962:199). 
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The need for new buildings, businesses and services rose as the population 
rose. During the decade of the 1850s, the population rose fran 2,110 to 2389 
[Allen claims an approximate population of 5800 for the town of Mineral Point 
in 1859] (Fiedler, 1862:199; Allen, 1859:12} . The local newspapers 
continually renarked on the arrount of building activity in the village, nuch 
of which acccmrodated the arrival of the railroad in 1857 . Large numbers of 
new buildings were reported to be under construction in the village by the 
Tribune in 1853, 1854, 1856 and 1859 and 1860. In i854, the newspaper 
conmented on the building activity and the need for rrore hotel space, " .. . with 
the increase of business with the rail road caning, the present ones will be 
inadequate." By 1858, 15 three and four story stone buildings that housed a 
variety of businesses and services such as 16 dry goods stores and 6 hotels 
were located in the ccmnercial district (Mineral Tribune, 12 May 1853, 6 
October 1853, 23 February 1854, 13 April 1854, 18 March 1856 , 7 December 1858, 
18 October 1859, 24 January 1860). 

Substantial building activity continued in the 1860s and 1870s during which 
period the population of the city increased fran 2389 to 3275. Follo,.,ing the 
general national depression in 1857, the local newspaper reported, "In spite 
of the tightness of the times, inprovements of our City will exceed that of 
any season for many years" (Mineral Point Tribune, 10 Novenber 1857; Fiedler, 
1962:199). In the early 1860s, the Tribune continued to rep:>rt, "The Work 
Goes Bravely en --In spite of the hard times and stringency in noney matters, 
an unusual number of good substantial buildings are going up in our city the 
present season" (Mineral Point Tribune, 11 June 1861). Many of the present 
buildings in the camercial district were constructed in the 1860s but 
building activity apparently slowed considerable by 1880 (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 2 May 1866; National Delrocrat, 13 April 1877) . 

The Iowa County Demx:rat newspaper ushered in the decade of the 1890s with the 
remark that it was not a great building season but a few residences will be 
erected; however, a year later the Derrocrat conveyed an inpressive change in 
the ccmnunity, "Every citizen should be alive to the opportunity before him. 
There is no doubt, but our boan is now on ... " . The Dem:>crat further 
ccmrented, "The benefit of the ~rk that has been done in bringing here new 
industries, is manifest on every hand, and Mineral Point's present building 
boan -- with the sound of saw, hamner and chisel on nearly r:Nert street and 
corner -- has resulted directly and indirectly fran the camendable efforts so 
far put forth in the direction indicated (Iowa County Dem:>crat, 7 March 1890, 
1 May 1891, 5 June 1891). By 1891, the population of Mineral Point had 
stabilized at 2694 (Fiedler, 1962:199). 

Many of the early buildings lack all pretense. Hc:Mever, as the citizens 
became rrore affluent, buildings began to present a clear attarpt by the owners 
and the businesses to project a certain image. The architectural history of 
ccmrerce and industry will sh<:M that the city of Mineral Point foll<:Md the 
trend of national·styles, although sarewhat delayed and very I111Ch restrained 
in interpretation. Good exarrples of the various styles and types of 
architecture rare.in in the city. Unfortunately, the varied use of these 
buildings over the years have often resulted in the alteration of the original 
storefronts. Only the extant architecturally significant or architecturally 
irrportant buildings, as they exist at present, will be discussed in the 
follo,.,ing presentation of the architectural history of ccmnerce and industry. 
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Coomercial Architecture 

The Mineral Point cannercial district contains 114 camercial and small 
industrial properties located rrostly on High Street and Coomerce Street with a 
few buildings located on Water Street, Fountain Street and Jail Alley. The 
buildings in this district front on the north and south sides of High and 
Fountain Streets and Jail Alley and on the east and west sides of ccmnerce and 
Water Streets . Very limited ccmnercial develoJJnent has occurred on the cross 
streets other than <:amerce Street that extend in a north to south direction 
out fran the three and a half block camercial center on High Street . The 
ccmnercial district is located on and at the foot of a hill that rises toward 
the west. 

The carmercial district of Mineral Point is characterized mainly by small one­
story and tw:rstory buildings and two three-story buildings of masonry 
construction. Of the approximately 114 properties in the carmercial district, 
about 80 % were constructed of stone by 1884. Aoout 10 % of the carmercial 
and industrial buildings were brick and the remaining 10 % were wooden 
buildings. By the turn of the century, about 72 % of the buildings in the 
ccmrercial district were constructed of stone or a canbination of brick and 
stone. At this time, the percentage of brick construction had increased to 
approximately 14 %. Presently, ten historic ccmrercial properties of wood 
construction are located in the carmercial district centered on High, camerce 
and Fountain Streets. Brick, the predaninate building material in m:>st 
Wisconsin cities in the 19th and early 20th century, characterizes only about 
114th of the buildings presently in Mineral Point's carmercial district 
(Sanborn [map], 1884, 1889 , 1894, 1900, 1908, 1915, 1929). 

Generally, all the substantial historic cannercial buildings remaining in the 
city of Mineral Point are located within the confines of the present 
ccmnercial district. A few historic industrial and camercial buildings were 
also located on Shake Rag Street; however, only conterrporary canrercial 
buildings presently are located on Shake Rag Street. Although the High and 
Cannerce Streets cannercial district has the greatest nunber of carmercial 
buildings, coomercial areas, carprised rrostly of conterrporary style buildings , 
have grown up along the ridge of the hill on Dodge and Ridge Streets [STH 
151]. Several buildings in the ccmrercial district, originally constructed 
for residential purposes, continue to function as residences while others have 
been reused for carmercial purposes. Many are used as they were intended in 
the 19th and early 20th century---with camercial space on the lower story and 
residential quarters on the upper story. 

The history of camercial architecture began in the fall of 1828 when sate 
rrerchandise was brought to the new settlenent at Mineral Point by a man named 
Reastus Wright. He erected a log house as the first general store (History of 
Iowa County, 1881:657; WPA [19411, 1979:29). More pennanent store buildings 
constructed of stone, brick or finished "4«>0d products apparently did not 
appear on the landscape of the new settlenent until several years after the 
Black Hawk War in the mid to late 1830s . Evidence of the absence of 
substantial buildings in the mid-1830s was recorded in a record written by 
Strange M. Palmer after he visited Mineral Point in 1836, "Mineral Point, or 
as it was rrore generally called Shake Rag ... was indeed a rrost hunble, 
unpretending village in appearance, and was rendered peculiarly so by the fact 
that its scattered log huts or shanties were principally rarlqed along a deep 
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gorge or ravine ... "(Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol VI:297-302). lmong 
the first known frame buildings used for ccmnercial purposes was the building 
constructed by the storekeeper J .F. O'Nei 1, apparently in the mid to late 
1830s and in use as a store by Nickolas CUrry in 1849 (Wisconsin Tribune, 16 
March 1849) . . At this time available records as well as other previous 
research done by Jack Holzhueter of the Wisconsin State Historical Society 
staff, indicate buildings in Mineral Point, including carrrercial buildings, 
were not constructed of stone or brick until the mid-1830s to the early 1840s 
[Holzhueter, Interview, 1992; Wisconsin Tribune, 16 March 1849; Fiedler, 
1962:165; WPA [1941], 1979:47). 

Although numerous businesses and services such as the county court house, 
early hotels, industrial and ccmnercial buildings were built in the 1840s, 
very few of the earliest buildings originally located in the carrrercial 
district have been preserved. The earliest extant buildings in the 
camercial district are the John O'Neil House constructed of stone in 1838-
1839 at 209 Ccmnerce Street(SS/13) and the brick Read-Bennett Building 
constructed at 259 High Street(43/14) in 1841 (Mineral Point, Tax Records , 
1840-1900; Iowa County Derrocrat, 1 May 1891; Abstract of Property, Jennifer 
Sharp, owner; Crawford, 1913: 194} . Other extant buildings in the carmercial 
district constructed later in the 1840s include the Theodore Rodolf Dry Goods 
Building at 124 High Street(14/25) and 128 High Street(14/26), the William 
Thanas and Cmpany Building at 154 High Street(l4/30), which has been 
extensively altered, and the lower story of the Milton General Store and Iron 
Depot at 159 High Street(14/12}, which also has been altered extensively 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Mineral Point Tribune, 13 April 1854 , 
3 January 1855; Mineral Point Derrocrat, 18 April 1845, 10 May 1859, 1 May 
1860; Abstract of Property [124-128 High Street (4/25, 14/26), Harry Ivey, 
owner; Historic _Photographs, Mineral Point Roan}. The majority of the 114 
properties in the Cctlm:rcial district were constructed between 1850 and the 
mid-1870s. Nineteen of the extant cctlm:rcial and industrial buildings were 
constructed in the 1850s, 29 properties were built in the 1860s while 18 were 
constructed in the 1870s. During the late 19th century building boan, 9 
extant properties were built in the 1890s, 5 in the 1900s and 10 between 1920 
and 1930. Cnly a few building has been added to the camercial district since 
1940 . 

Ccmnercial architecture in Mineral Point reflected the accelerated grONth 
apparent in its econany. The buildings grew in nll'Ober and size as the demmd 
for retail and office space was manifested. By the late 1860s, the exteriors 
became increasingly carplex and enriched by ornamentation. Although the 
majority of the buildings in the cctlm:rcial district are vernacular building 
types, specific architectural styles popular at the time of construction 
influenced the individual character of the canrercial buildings. As a result , 
many buildings can only be referred to as influenced by a particular style 
rather than as an exanple of a particular accepted architectural style. 
Mineral Point cctlm:rcial buildings were built by architects and builders, \\ho, 
in the mid-to-late 19th century adopted a wide variety of architectural 
styles. Italianate, Classical Revival, Rananesque and Queen Anne were arrong 
the 19th century design sources used by the builders of the cannercial 
buildings that shaped the architectural environment of Mineral Point. The 
evidence presented by the extant buildings dem:>nstrate the ccmrercial 
buildings in Mineral Point were rrost often influenced by the Italianate style, 

\.. 



165 

which was the m:::>st popular style in .America in the mid-19th century when the 
majority of the camercial buildings were constructed in Mineral Point. 

111e buildings in the historic district of Mineral Point are generally well 
preserved . Sane have had their original architectural character restored . 
However, early photographs indicate sare historic details such as cornices and 
window ornament have been rerroved and the historic storefronts replaced. More 
serious deterioration of the original architectural character has resulted 
fran the alteration of the roofs of several irrportant stone buildings such as 
the William Lanyon Block at<i2IB\Comnerce Street{lS/7), the Milton General 
Store and Iron Depot at 'rsB¾fgffstreet(14/12) and the Winn & Co. Building at 
38 High Street(14/17). In addition, the rerroval of the third story fran the 
historically irrportant stone blocks of John Milton built in 1854 at 158 High 
Street(14/12) and of William Lanyon built in 1857 At 121B -Camerce 
Street(17/7) has diminished the architectural significance of these three 
buildings. Buildings such as the William '111anas and Carpany Building at 154 
High Street(14/30) and the Milton General Store and Iron Depot at 158 High 
Street(14/12) have suffered extensive alterations of their original facades or 
front elevations. Only buildings that presently exhibit their original 
historic character will be included in the following discussion. lik>re 
detailed description and infonration on individual buildings and sites are 
reported on the individual survey forms. Copies of the forms are located in 
Mineral Point City Hall and in the Historic Preservation Office at the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

19th Century cattrercial Architectural 

Vernacular cannercial Architecture 

Frontier life daranded sinple and econanical solutions to building needs. 
These early buildings can best be described as vernacular buildings. Often 
constructed according to local custans, buildinqs are described as vernacular 
when they are not designed by an architect and when they cannot be described 
in tenTIS of a particular accepted style or at least influenced by a recoonized 
style of the period in which it was constructed . .Accordinq to Wisconsin's 
Cultural Research .Managemmt Plan, the vernacular caimercial buildinq form 
generally is a sirrply designed caimercial building of the late 19th or early 
20th centuries. All varieties include large retail s'h<:M windows on the oround 
story, while the upper stories are characterized by sinple window openinqs . A 
cornice with sane decorative treatment such as corbeled brick or rretal friezes 
as well as a cornice or I-beam above the storefront are usually the only 
decorative touches. Sirrplified stylistic m:::>tifs are inplied, but the 
buildings can not be easily or ccrrpletely identified as representative of a 
defined architectural style (Wyatt [Vol. II], 1986:3-10). 

Stone Vernacular Cal'lnercial Architecture 

Vernacular ccmrercial buildings with little or no ornament associated with a 
particular architectural style were built throughout the early camercial 
history of Mineral Point . A sirrple cornice of stone work along the top of the 
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building often was the only ornament on many of the sinple carmercial 
vernacular buildings £ran the mid-19th and early 20th century. Ho.-.Jever, 
several mid-19th century stone buildings in the camercial district of Mineral 
Point are even less ornate. The architecturally significant three-story 
warehouse constructed for George Cobb in 1854 at 23 Ccmrerce Street(lS/13) is 
ornamented only by the srrooth flat stone window .lintels and quoins that 
contrast with the rough stone construction. Typically, this utilitarian 
building is ornamented by architectural details that also serve a functional 
purpose. This building was built at 23 Ccmnerce by George Cobb, a produce and 
coomission merchant, in anticipation of the advent of the railroad in 1857 for 
which the freight and passenger depots was constructed nearby in 1856 (Mineral 
Point Tribune, 3 January 1855, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1850-1900; Allen, 1859:63). The Cobb warehouse is arrong the best preserved of 
the old stone warehouses remaining in the city. The "Cheap Cash Store, "a 
dry goods store, grocery and custan made and ready-made clothing store owned 
by Joseph Gundry that was housed in the building constructed by Grundy and 
Thanas a few years later around 1857 at 35 High Street(14/4) was treated in a 
similar manner (Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1930; Potter, Abstract of Property; Allen, 1859:35). Although 
store buildings generally were not treated with as utilitarian a rranner as 
warehouses and industrial buildings, this store building also is articulated 
only by wide stone lintels above the windows. Presently, however, a 
projecting cornice, which may have been added later as part of anew 
storefront, is located above the storefront on the lCMer story . 'Dlis building 
apparent,!y. also functioned as a warehouse for the Gundry's extensive clothing 
and dry goods business. Gundry's became known as Gundry and Gray in the 1860s 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869) . A similar utilitarian building fonn 
characterizes the Mineral Point Hotel, part of which was constructed for 
William Walker during the year 1860 - 1861. Walker, an imnigrant who left 
Ireland in 1841, established his "new hotel " in this building in 1861 and had 
an addition built in 1866 (Mineral Point Tribune, 4 June 1862, 6 January 1869; 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; History of Ic,.,e County Wisconsin, 
1881:871; National D€m:>crat, 18 November 1859, 1 SeptEll'ber 1866) . The Mineral 
Point Hotel, a well-preserved significant exarrple of early stone construction, 
also displays only flat sm:x:>th stone lintels that contrast with its plain 
stone elevation . This building was rehabilitated and renamed the Walker House 
Hotel in 1964 (Fiedler, [Reprint] 1986:218). These architecturally 
significant buildings, in a rranner typical of stone building in Mineral Point 
and southwestern Wisconsin, all feature rear and side elevations of rough 
native stone and front elevations made roore presentable with dressed native 
stone blocks. Sinple dressed stone is the only ornarrent of the sne.11 
ccmnercial building constructed for Richard Penhallegan at 218 High 
Street(43/26) in 1866. This one-story building, newly restored in 1989-1990, 
housed the c. Springer Cigar and Tobacco Store and his cigar factory in the 
1890s (National DE!rocrat, 1 September 1866; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869; Iowa County Dem:>crat, 21 July 
1893; Historic Photograph, Mineral Point Roan). 

Many sinple buildings ornarrented only by plain \l.ood or netal cornices, but 
rrore often by sinple masonry cornices and flat stone window lintels, were 
constructed with minor variations during Mineral Point's mid-19th century 
building bean. Twenty-tw:> stone buildings constructed in this sinple 
vernacular carmercial building fonn during the period between 1853 and 1866 in 
the ccmnercial district have maintained their historic character and are anong -
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the rrost significant canrercial buildings in the city. Arrong the rrost 
significant of the buildings in Mineral Point's cannercial district, the 
United States Hotel is also arrong the earliest of the extant buildings in the 
district. This three-story building, characterized by rouQh stone side and 
rear walls and a cut-stone flat gabled front elevation , is articulated only by 
srrooth stone lintels and sills and a sirrple metal cornice along the gable at 
the top of the building. This hotel, originally built in 1853 as a cannercial 
block for Hugh Phi 11 ips was rarodeled and enlarged as a hotel by him in 1855. • 
It was further1enlarged in 1876 by the adjacent stone addition constructed at 
261 High Street(43/15 . .An iron storefront adds to its architectural 
significance (Mineral Po.int Tribune, 6 October 1853, 13 April 1854, 30 May 
1855, 11 September 1855; Iowa County History, 1881:869). .Another significant 
three-story, stone canrercial builq"ing, the Thanas and Ccrrpany Block built in 
1854 at 39 High Street(14/5) continues to display the sirrple window treatment 
and the plain cornice [the original apparently has been replaced] typical of 
the mid-19th century canrercial vernacular fonn. This 40 x 60. foot carmercial 
building, constructed as rental property with spacious roans for offices on 
the 2nd and 3rd floors, housed the Tribune newspaper office as well as the 
city council chambers beginning in 1857 (Mineral Point Tribune, 13 April 
1854, 3 January 1855, 9 June 1857, 8 December 1857; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Allen, 1859:[Sketch of building] 18,41). 

'1'v.K) other substantial mid-19th century , three-story, stone buildings 
constructed in the mid-19th century in Mineral Point's cannercial district 
have less historic integrity because they have altered windows and roofs. As 
a result, these buildings have less architectural significance. A large 
three-story stone ccmnercial block was constructed .for Mrs. A. E. puny for 
investrrent purposes during the year 1856..:1857 at 52 High Street(55/2). This 
ccmnercial building, typically constructed of rough stone rear and side walls 
with a dressed stone front , is topped by a small, plain cornice that functions 
rrore as a coping than a 'cornice. ReplacE1Tent of the original windows with 
srnaller windows and board panels>and the addition of an unsyrrpathetic 
storefront has diminished the historic arehitectural significance of this 
building. This building was originally occupied by the Salruel Jenkins and Co . 
Steam Bakery and Grocery Store. The Jenkins Catpany had a cracker factory in 
the basement (Mineral Point Tribune, 18 November 1856, 25 Novarber 1856, 3 
March 1857, 14 April 1857; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1940-1930; Historic 
Photograph, Mineral Point Roan). The architectural integrity of the remaining 
three-story historic building in the cannercial district has been carpranised 
by the addition of a gable roof in place of its original flat roof. This 
three-story, stone cannercial block was constructed a year later in 1857 for 
Samuel Terri 11 , a local nerchant and brewery owner, at 221 catmerce 
Street(SS/11). It is topped by a sirrple corbeled course of stone that creates 
a cornice at the top of the building (Mineral Point Tribune, 6 February 1857, 
24 March 1857, 10 Novarber 1857, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900). The cornice is carprised of a string courses of stone that 
projects slightly fran the plain stone face of the front elevation directly 
above the third story windows and along the top of the buildinc;i below the 
coping. The Terrill Building, occupied for rrany year at the turn of the 
century by the Jeuck and Brothers Grocery and Meat Market, is further 
articulated by wide, flat stone window lintels (Iowa County Dem:>crat, 18 
October 1900; Branger, Interview, 11 April 1992) . 
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Similarly styled sinple vernacular ccmnercial buildings with minimal 
articulation and ornament continued to be constructed in Mineral Point throuQh 
the 1860s; however, small touches of additional ornament, such as decorative 
window heads, are displayed by several of the vernacular coomercial buildings 
in the ccmnercial district. A wide cornice outlined by a string course of 
stone above the window lintels and below the overhanging coping and flat stone 
window lintels articulate the tv.K>-story stone ccmnercial building at 235 High 
Street(43/9). This well-preserved stone building was constructed in 1861 to 
house Nelson Lathrop's Grocery Store after the 1860 fire destroyed the 
previous building. Arrong the best preserved of the cannercial buildings, the 
Lathrop Grocery Store continues to display an iron storefront, a large cornice 
over the storefront and six over six windows· on the upper floor (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 11 November 1860, 11 June 1861, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900}. During the same year, 1861, an alrost identical building 
was constructed across the street as rental property for Richard Goldsv.K>rthy 
at 246 High Street(43/21) and James Pascoe at 248 High Street(43/21A). This 
double store block features a cornice and window treatment that is identical 
to the Lathrop building (Mineral Point Tribune, 11 June 1861, 6 January 1869; 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-Willets [map], ~871). The 
Pascoe storeroan ('west roan] also features an iron storefront and six over six 
windows. The John Horn Saloon, also a fairly well-preserved vernacular • 
ccmnercial building, was constructed in 1-8-6-Q ___ at 155 -High Street(l4/ll). In 
addition to the stone cornice and flat windCl'N lintels articulation, this 
building continues to display the original cast iron pillars nanufactured by 
the John Wearne and carpany Foundry that was located on Hoard [Shake Rag] 
Street in the mid.;..19th century. The local newspaper, the Mineral Point 
Tribune proclaimed these pillars as "the best--rost perfect in the city" 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 16 May 1866, 11 July 1866; National Derrocrat, 1 
September 1866, 8 Septanber 1866; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930: 
Taylor and Willits [map], 1871). Similar vernacular cannercial buildings with 
features.carparable to those of the Horn Saloon were built adjacent to one 
another at 134 and 138 High Street. The west store at 138 High Street(14/27A} 
was built in 1853 for Patrick O'oc,...d's Grocery Store. The Lenahans purchased a 
lot fran O'I)ol...d in 1857- and--hadt he east building at 134 High Street(l4/27) 
constructed for the P. Lenahan and Brother Grocery and Hardware Store in 1859 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 12 May 1853, 27 July 1854, 28 June 1859, 8 Deceni>er 
1859: Ivey [owner], Abstract of Property; Taylor-Willits [map[, 1871; Mineral 
Point Tax Records, 1840--f900; Allen, 1859: 45). Damaged extensively by a fire 
in 1862, the O'Dcw:i building was purchased by the Lenahan& and both buildinQS 
were rebuilt and repaired (Mineral Point Tribune, 19 March 1862). These 
buildings share a ccmron stone cornice bordered by a string course above the 
windows and are further articulated by flat stone window lintels. Cnly the 
O'Dowd building continues to display its iron storefront. 

Several other srrall, tv.K>-story, stone buildings in the coomercial district 
built during the sarre period with cornices and window treatnent alnDst 
identical to the above buildings are not as well preserved. These include the 
samuel White Building built in 1859 at 213 High Street{43/4), the William and 
Nick Coad Block at 207 High Street(43/3) also built in 1859, and the Jacob 
Schneberger Boot and Shoe Shop constructed at 231 High Street(43/8) in 1864. 
All the storefronts on these buildings and sare of the windows have been 
replaced (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900: Mineral Point Tribune, 28 
June 1859, 1 November 1859, 6 January 1869; Taylor and Willits [nap], 1871). 
The Coads' Block, originally occupied by the Lanyon and Snith Dry Goods Store, 
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was the site of the Dem:>crat newspaper in 1869 (Mineral Point Tribune, 1 
November 1859; National Dem:>crat, 29 Septanber 1869). 

In the 1860s, the Mineral Point's vernacular cannercial buildings began to 
display a touch rrore ornamentation and the effects of the prevailing 
architectural styles popular at the time . .Architectural details derived fran 
the classical tradition of architecture were used in a limited and restrained 
manner to characterize sane of the vernacular cannercial buildings in the 
1860s . A rrore pronounced stone cornice and sane projecting window 
ornamentation, generally associated with the Italianate style popular at the 
time, characterizes the of Samuel Coad Block constructed in 1864 at 206 High 
Street(43/29). This building, typically constructed with rough stone rear and 
side walls and a fitted, cut-stone front elevation, was built for ccmnercial 
rental purposes. It was originally occupied by the Teasdale and Wallis 
Grocery and Deller's Dry Goods Store with the Masonic Hall and mining office 
on second floor (Mineral Point Tribune, 7 Septanber 1864, 9 November 1864, 7 
December 1864, 28 Decanber 1864, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records , 
1840-1900). The 19th century cornice over the storefront and the iron 
stairway on the east elevation have been rE!IDved (Historic Photograph, 
Mineral Point Roan). A similarly styled stone vernacular ccmnercial building 
at 148 High Street(14/29) was constructed in the late 1860s to house the 
Theodore Engels Saloon (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; Taylor-Willits 
(map], 1871; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869) . 

Other exarrples of the vernacular camercial building in Mineral Point in the 
1860s also have the projecting window ornament associated with the Italianate 
style, but, in general, exhibit less historic architectural integrity. The 
Edward Coad Grocery Store built in 1860-1861 at 222 High Street(43/25) and 
the Clauer Dry Goods Store constructed in 1866 at 232 High Street also display 
the remants of window heads similar to the Sam.le! Coad Block and the Engels 
Saloon. (Mineral Point Tribune, 11 June 1860, 16 Au<;1USt 1861, 9 May 1866, 8 
August 1866, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor­
Willits (map], 1871) . The Italianate styled projecting comice originally on 
the building has been renoved. More ornate Italianate styled window heads 
remain on the small stone cannercial buildings adjacent to one another at 243 
High Street(43/11) and 245 High Street(43/11A). The ramants of carved stone 
window heads accented by "cra-m-·ornarrent" characterize the Her:nBn Fick 
Building constructed in 1861 after a fire destroyed the previous building 
along with a good share of the block in 1860. This building was originally 
occupied by the Kinne and Spratler Grocery Store and Bakery (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 11 Novanber 1861; 11 June 186'1, 20 August 1861, 26 July 1865; Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-Willits [map], 1871). 'Dl8 Kinne and 
Spratler Grocery Store expanded into the similarly designed adjacent 
vernacular camercial building at 243 High Street after it was constructed as 
rental property for Richard Bc1.ilen and William Coad in 1865. The previous 
frame building on the site was also destroyed in the 1860 fire (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 11 November 1860, 26 July 1865, -6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-Willets (map,1871). Both of these buildings as 
well as the Clauer Dry Gcxxls Store and the F.dward o:>ad Grocery Store display 
the rough stone rear and side walls and the fitted, coursed cut-stone front 
elevations that is typical of stone construction in Mineral Point. 

l....i 
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The vernacular camm-cial building fonn in Mineral Point also was affected by 
the mid-19th century classical influence of the Greek Revival style. The 
Lenahan Brothers Block constructed in 1866 at 140-146 .-High Street(14/28) 
features a band of small rectangular windows set into the frieze area beneath 
the cornice that lights the attic space, a feature generally associated with 
Greek Revival phase of the mid-19th century Classical Revival . This stone 
cannercial block, constructed late in the Greek Revival period and ll'A.lch too 
late for the Federal style, originally probably had a cornice over the three 
storefronts. Rough stone rear and side elevations and a fitted cut-stone 
block front further characterizes this architecturally significant ccmrercial 
block. The Lenahan Block was constructed for rental property after fire 
destroyed the previous buildings on the site in 1862 . It origina-lly housed 
the Murphy Harness Shop in its west store and featured a camunity hall on 
second floor that was inaugurated by the Ladies of the Methodist Church Fair 
and Festival. The "beautiful iron pillars" for its front , which are preserved 
on the east and center storefronts, were rranufactured by the Lanyon Brothers 
Foundry on the corner of -Fountain and Vine Streets (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Mineral Point Tribune, 19 March 1862, 23 May 1866, 8 
August 1866, 21 September 1866, 24 October 1866, 6 January 1869; Taylor-
Wi 11 its [map] , "'"1871) . 

Brick Vernacular Coomercial Buildings 

Plain cornices also are the only ornament on the vernacular coomercial fonn 
displayed by the extant buildings with brick fronts that were built in Mineral 
Point's ccmnercial district in the 1860s. However, the red brick elevations 
are nore notably articulated by the contrasting flat white stone lintels over 
the windows than. are the stone interpretations of the vernacular camercial 
fonn. As in the cut-stone fronts, string courses were used to outline a 
sinple cornice along the top of the small ccmnercial building constructed in 
1867-1868 for Theodore Feder [also Feter or Fader] at 31 High Street(14/2). 
Flat stone window lintels further ornament the building. Enlarged £ran a 
small one-story stone building [east store] constructed around 1860, this 
building housed Feder's shoe shop in the east store and his residence on 
second floor (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1867-1868; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 
January 1869i Taylor-Willets [map], 1871; Historic Photograph, Mineral Point 
Roan}. A similarly styled extant brick vernacular carmercial building also 
was enlarged fran a one-story stone building constructed for George Priestly 
at 262 High Street(43/18) . A small plain brick cornice with a string course 
beneath it and flat stone lintels over the six over six windows characterize 
the otherwise flat wall surface. This building, constructed in 1866 to house 
George Priestly's Harness Shop, was enlarged by the addition of the upper 
story in 1868 to house "the elder Mr. Priestly and family" (National Damcrat , 
1 September 1866, 27 May 1868; Mineral Point TribW'le, 5 septenber 1866, 6 
January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-Willits [map], 
1871} This building was used by the Mineral Point Darocrat-TribW'le newspaper 
for rrany years in the mid-20th century. 

In several of Mineral Point's vernacular carmercial buildings, the ornarrental 
effect of the sinple cornice and the window lintels are auc;JOOI1ted by the 
contrast of the white stone material of the string courses -and the flat white 
stone window lintels with the red brick wall surfaces. A small brick 
building constructed for Nick Schillin adjacent to his Globe Hotel at 223 
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<:amerce Street(55/9) in 1877-1878 was built according to the vernacular 
ccmnercial tradition in Mineral Point (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). 
It features a sinple brick cornice bordered by white stone string courses as 
well as white stone lintels. This building, which presently is in the process 
of restoration, was rented to the Goldsworthy Brothers Meat Market followed by 
the Jones and Bouche Meat Market and later, was used for the Globe Hotel 
Office in the 1890s and for the Globe Hotel Saloon in the early 20th century 
(Sanborn [map], 1884, 1889 , 1894, 1908, 1915i National Darocrat, 5 April 1878; 
Iowa County Derrocrat , 1 May 1891; 20 June 1929). 

White stone quoins add to the ornamentation of the new vernacular ccmnercial 
brick building constructed for Alfred Jenkins' Globe Hotel in 1868 to replace 
the ear lier hotel bui !ding on the same site at 227 Carmerce Street (15/23 f. 
This architecturally significant building also displays a cornice outlined by 
raised stone string courses and white stone lintels in a manner similar to the 
above vernacular cannercial brick buildings and oost of the stone vernacular 
carmercial constructed in mid-19th century Mineral Point. This hotel 
building, which was used by the Globe Hotel fran 1868 until at least the mid-
20th century, was visited by McKinley in 1869 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900; National Derrocrat, 12 August 1868, 13 October 1869, 13 November 
1873, 4 December 1873 , 7 October 1897, 20 June 1920; Taylor-Willits [map], 
1871) . A brick addition to Hotel Globe constructed in an aloost identical 
vernacular ccmrercial fonn was built at 225 CClmerce Street(SS/10) in 1876 
after the property was sold to Nick Schillin (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900; National Derrocrat, 14 January 1876, 20 June 1920, The Globe Hotel 
was restored and reconstructed according to its original fonn in 1978-1979 
(HO\tiile, Interview, 1992). A similar brick cornice outlined by white stone 
stringer courses; white stone window lintels and white stone quoins 
characterize the.Winn & Co Building built in the 1860s at 38 High 
Street(14/17}. Like rrany buildings in Mineral Point's carrnercial district , 
this building is further characterized by rough stone side and rear 
elevations. Although the historic architectural details of this building have 
been preserved, the Winn buHding has lost scma architectural integrity 
because the flat roof was replaced with a gable roof around 1980. This 
building, built on property purchased by Issac Winn and Co. in 1861, housed 
Winn's barber shop and John Dawe's Flour and Feed Store [west store] after 
Dawe obtained part interest in the building in the late 1860s {Mineral Point , 
Tax Records, 1840-1930; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869; Taylor~Willits 
[map], 1871; Historic Photograph, Mineral Point Roan) . 

Side Gabled Ccrmercial Bui !dings_ 

The side gable vernacular building fonn has been built in all period of 
settlenent fran a variety of materials. The fonn has been applied to 
carmercial and public buildings, but the extant side gabled fonn were built 
predaninantly as houses. According to Wisconsin's CUltural Resource 
Manaqenent Plan, the side gabled buildings is a one-to-three story, 
rectangular fonn with a gable roof, usually gently pitched. The major facade 
is the long wall, with gables oriented perpendicular to the street. 'nle 
cultural Plan further states sane early classical styles are often attributed 
to these plain side gabled buildings, which display minimal period stylistic 
details, such as window ornament (Wyatt [II] , 1986:3:3). 

'-' 
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The J . Read [also listed as Reed] Building, one of the t\>.O earliest building 
raraining in Mineral Point's ccmnercial district , is a side gabled vernacular 
fonn constructed of brick in the 1840s at 259 High Street(43/14). The 
earliest extant building in the ccmnercial district, the O'Neil House, a side 
gabled vernacular fonn built in 1838-1839 at 209 Coomerce Street(SS/13), is 
discussed iri section on residential architecture. The side gabled Mineral 
Point Railway ~pot constructed in 1856 at 13 Camerce Street(55/4) is 
included in the section of industriai architecture. The fairly well-preserved 
Read and Bennett brick. building features a side gabled fonn and plain windows 
devoid of ornament. Although it appears this building was built in tv.0 parts 
because of the west windows on the upper story are smaller than the east 
windows, the construction history rarains unclear. This building, built by 
Read and Bennett in 1841 according to an 1891 newspaper article, housed the 
u.s. Post Office fran 1854 until 1864 and the Mineral Point Public Library 
fran the turn of the century until it rroved into the Municipal Building in 
1915. The lower story and storefront, reportedly, has the rarains of a brick 
storefront, which, also reportedly, features a datestone inscribed 1841 that 
is preserved under the rock-face masonry material presently on the lower story 
of the building. This building also has received sate alteration and 
additions at the rear (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Iowa County 
Derrocrat, 1 May 1891; 12 February 1942; Nelson, Interview, 1992; Sanborn 
[map], 1884-1929; Mineral Point Tribune; 3 March 1855, 29 June 1864; Historic 
Photographs, Mineral Point History Roan). 

Tu.o of the significant extant exarrples of the side gabled fonn are ccmnercial 
buildings also constructed of stone in the mid-19th century. Cxle of the rrost 
substantial exanples of the side gabled vernacular fotm in the cannercial 
district is the Jacka and Bennett Building apparently built in its present 
fonn in the 1850s at 20 Ccmnerce Street(16/10) . This building, apparently 
originally built as an inn and saloon, is characterized by coursed and fitted 
cut-stone front elevation and rough stone rear and side walls and by plain 
rectangular windows topped by flat stone lintels in a manner that is typical 
of early vernacular building foDT\S. The Jacka and Bennett building, lmown as 
the Union Hotel after it was purchased by John Chesterfield in 1866, was 
rehabilitated as the Chesterfield Inn, in recent times. A stone building 
attached to the south end, owned and used by William Walker as a saloon in the 
mid-19th century, was rE1TOVed in the 1920s. The construction history of this 
building rarains unclear (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor­
Willits [map], 1871; Sanoorn {map], 1884-1929; National Deroocrat ; 29 May 
1872). 

The remaining significant exanple of a side gabled vernacular carmercial 
building in Mineral Point's canrercial district is the Hutchinson L\l'lber 
Coopany Livery Stable at 18 Ccmnerce Street(16/12}. The ltmi:>er yard livery 
stable features a high stone foundation or lower story and board and batten 
upper story. The lower story has been altered over the years by the addition 
of service doors and large windows on its east elevation. This building, 
apparently, was constructed for the lumber yard horses between 1864 and 1880 
when Hutchinson operated a lumber yard on the site. This ltmi:>er yard, owned 
in the 1880s by the J.D. Martin and Co. Lumber Yard, was known as the Mineral 
Point Ltnnber Yard in the early 20th century (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1848-
1900; History of Iowa County, 1881:862-863; Taylor-Willits [nap], 1871; 
Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Iowa County Dem:>crat, Sp.Ed. September 1891; 15 
November 1906, 9 May 190 7} . • 
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Italianate Style 

Much of the cannercial architecture in Mineral Point in the 19th century 
reflected the Italianate fashion, generally popular fran 1800 to 1880. 
Italianate design sources were used ·eclectically to create the camercial 
Italianate style. Featuring articulated decorative window treatment, the flat 
roofed, Italianate styled Catm3I'Cial building is crowned at the eaves by a 
projecting cornice with mxlillions or brackets. Classical architectural 
details and rrotifs are used for ornament. The Italianate canrercial facade, 
interpreted in masonry, iron, or a canbination of the tw:> , appeared downtown 
in nearly every Am:3rican city, large or small . 

Outside the vernacular canrercial building form, the Italianate style exerted 
the zrost influence on the 19th century ccmrercial buildings in Mineral Point . 
The architectural character of 17 stone and brick extant buildings in the 
ccmnercial district of Mineral Point were influenced in varying degrees by the 
Italianate style. A nmnber of Italianate influenced camercial buildings in 
the city have been altered or de:rolished (Historic Photographs, Mineral Point 
Roan). The Italianate influenced buildings of Mineral Point all are 
vernacular interpretations of the style . 

The earliest extant exanples of Italianate influenced architecture in Mineral 
Point's conmercial district are essentially vernacular carmercial buildings 
constructed of stone that are ornammted by sinple metal projecting cornices. 
The Moffat Drug Store built at 210 High Street(43/28) in 1860 is am:,ng the 
earliest of the camwarcial building to display the pressed metal projecting 
cornice that is cornronly associated with the Italianate style. This building, 
is further characterized by the flat stone window lintels that are typical of 
the vernacular camwarcial building fonn. The Moffat building, originally 
partially rented to the CUnningham Brothers Dry Goods and Grocery Store, also 
was the site of the Moffat Drug Store and the second floor was used for C.R . 
Moffat's Photography Studio (Mineral Point Tribune, 19 October 1860, 18 
December 1860, 6 January 1869; Iowa county History, 1881:867; Mineral Point 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [rrap] ,1884; Taylor-Willits [map], 1871). An 
identical pressed metal cornice was used for the adjacent building constructed 
at 214 High Street(43/28A), which along with the creation of a central 
stairway gives the effect of one camercial block. The adjacent building at 
214 High Street(43/28A) was constructed as rental property for the Toay and 
Allen business partnership in the early 1860s. It was rented to the praninent 
Joseph Brothers Dry Goods and Clothing Store, also known as the City Store, 
in the 1860s (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 
January 1869; National DElrocrat, 23 SeptE!Tlber 1868; Taylor-Willits [nap], 
1871). Both of these buildings have retained elements of their hi~toric iron 
storefronts; however, the Toay and Allen Building also continues to be 
characterized by the large pressed metal Italianate styled cornice above the 
storefront . A slightly rrore elaborate Italianate cornice was used to ornament 
the small ccmnercial building constructed a few years later in 1866 for Thare.s 
Prisk at 160 High Street(l4/32). This small well-preserved building, also 
essentially a vernacular camercial building, is a brick building with a stone 
front that displays the typical flat stone lintels of the vernacular 
ccmnercial fonn. Built as rental property, this building, originally occupied 
by the B.F. Thanas Banking House, has additional significance because it 
continues to exhibit its original iron stairway, \lhich provides access to the 
residential quarters on the second floor. The stairway was rranufactured by 
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the local Wearne and Son Foundry (Mineral Point Tribune, 29 August 1866, 1 
September 1866, 6 January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-· 
Willits [rrap], 187!; Inscription on Stairway). A sinple cornice is the only 
ornament displayed by the Vivian Building constructed on 130 High 
Street(SS/3) in 1876 after Vivian secured extra land fran the adjacent Lenahan 
property . This building, also essentially a brick vernacular coomercial 
building fonn, originally used by the Wilson and Harris banking finn, later 
was the site of Dr. Vivian's medical office in the late 19th .century (Ivey , 
Abstract of Property {owner); National Darocrat, 7 January 1876; Sanborn 
[rrap] , 188 9; Mineral J?oint, Tax Records, 1840-1900) . 

Several srrall brick cannercial buildings constructed in the late 1860s and 
early 1870s exhibit the keystone accented windows often used in the Italianate 
style, but also display the coloration typical of the Victorian period in 
which highlighted constructional elenents became the ornament. White stone 
round arched window heads with articulated keystones over the round arched 
windows, white stone quoins along the edge of the front elevation and white 
stone string courses bordering the that cornice contrast with the red brick 
wall surfaces give the srrall building constructed in 1867-1868 for William N. 
Curry at 219 Ccmnerce Street(lS/27) a very ornamental appearance. This 
building, constructed with stone rear and side walls, received an addition 
built in an identical style in 1873 at 217 Ccmnerce Street(55/12). The 
addition, also constructed partially of stone, has retained its original round 
arched windows, which display decorative \<KX:lden tracery, and its iron 
storefront featuring twisted iron colunns. The addition was used along with 
the earlier building to house Hartert's Grocery $tore in the 1860s and 1870s. 
Both buildings are in the process of restoration (Mineral Point, Tax Records , 
1840-1900; Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869; Iowa County Derocrat, 20 
June 1929; HO¥ille, Interview, 1992). A similarly styled srrall building was 
constructed in 1868 at 33 High Street(14/3) for the furniture store of Joseph 
Ellinger (occasionally listed as Ellingen], who in partnership with his 
brother previously had a furniture factory on the corner-of Fountain and Vine 
Streets. White stone round arched windows heads and white stone string 
courses and quoins contrast with the red brick surface of this canbination 
furniture store and rrortuary. The preservation of its iron storefront adds to 
the architectural significance of this Victorian Italianate influenced 
building (National Derrocrat, 15 September 1866, 27 May 1868; Mineral Point , 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-Willits [rrap], 1871). 

The Italianate styled camercial buildings in Mineral Point becaire rore 
elaborate as the wealth of the merchants grew and as the city became rore 
sophisticated. By the late 1860s and in the 1870s, the Italianate influenced 
ccmrercial building began to display rore elaborate, projecting pressed metal 
cornices as well as the decorative window treatment typical of the style. 
None of the alx>ve significant exarrples of the Italianate styled cannercial 
building exhibit the coopartmentalized wall treatment that is characteristic 
of the mid-19th century Italianate style and all the stone interpretations of 
the style have rough stone rear and side walls and dress stone block stone 
fronts. Arrong the earliest of the rrore elaborate Italianate influenced 
buildings, the Thara.s Jenkins Building constructed in 1869-1870 at 252 High 
Street(56/21) displays a large pressed metal cornice with brackets and dentil 
trim, round arched window heads with keystone accents and corbeled ends and 
arched lights. The metal cornice of this brick building is continuous with 
the cornice on the adjacent building at 254 High Street(56/20). William Perry 
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apparently had a new stone front in the rore prestigious Italianate style 
added to his building. The Jenkins Building received a large ti,..o-story 80 
foot long addition in 1892 when it was remxleled by F.C. Ludden for his 
Econany Clothing Store (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor-Willits 
[rrap], 1871; Iowa County Darocrat, 2 September 1892, 14 October 1893, 17 March 
1893). • 

The rost elaborate exarrples of Italianate influenced architecture in Mineral 
Point's carmercial district were constructed in 1871. The Gundry and Gray Dry 
Goods and Clothing Store at 215 High Street(43/5) and the R.D. Pulford Drug 
Store at 223 High Street(43/6) are adjacent stone buildings constructed at the 
same time in 1871 (National Derrocrat, 26 April 1871, 17 May 1871, 24 May 1871 , 
19 July 1871; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Taylor Willits [map[, 
1871). Heavy bracketed cornices decorated with dentils and rrodillions, raised 
round arched window heads carprised of stone voussoirs and arched lights 
characterize both of these white limestone buildings; however, the Pulford 
Drug store presently has greater architectural significance because it has 
retained rrore of its original architectural character than the Gundry and Gray 
Dry Goods and Clothing Store. The Pulford Drug Store has retained elements of 
its iron storefront while the Gundry and Gray building's storefront has been 
coopletely rarodeled. In addition, the Gundry and Gray Store was altered in 
1897 when the north, east and west walls were raised fran four to six feet and 
a self supporting metal roof placed over the entire building. At this time , a 
new oak stai:tvJa.Y was installed on the interior and the interior space 
reorganized (Iowa County Darocrat, 17 October 1897, 2 Septenber 1897, 30 
September 1897, 14 October 1897). The iron balcony that originally extended 
across the front of both buildings also has been rem::,ved and the iron "dog 
syrrool" historically associated with the Gundry and Gray Store, originally 
placed over the center of the storefront, has been m:>ved to the west bay of 
the front elevation (Iowa County Darocrat [Illustration] 14 October 1897). 
The Gundry and Gray Dry Goods and Clothing Store, established by Joseph Gundry 
and John Gray in 1850, continued in operation until the late 1930s (Iowa 
County Denocrat, Special Ed., September 1891; Nelson, Interview, 1992). The 
Pulford Drug .Store, established in 1843, was continued by calvert Spensely 
after Pulford's death in 1893 (National Darocrat, 27 October 1893) . 

A similarly designed Italianate styled t~-story stone building was 
constructed a few years later in 1876 at 261 High Street(43/15) for Hugh 
Phillips as an addition to his United States Hotel built in 1853 in a 
vernacular fonn (Iowa county History, 1881:869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900; Taylor-Willits [map], 1871). The U.S. Hotel addition displays a 
large pressed metal cornice decorated by m:xiillions and scroll brackets not 
entirely identical to the above buildings and also displays round arched stone 
window heads that, unlike the Pulford and Gundry buildings, are accented by 
articulated keystones. The iron supports of a cantilevered roof over the 
storefront remain on this well-preserved building. A iron storefront in 
keeping with the historic character of the building was added during a recent 
rehabilitation project. During the same year, another similarly designed 
Italianate influenced t~-story stone block was constructed for John Hadfield 
at 22 High Street(14/13). Again, a large metal bracketed cornice and round 
arched windows and stone window heads were used to create the appearance of 
the Italianate style. This free-standing stone block, built to house 
Hadfield's flour and feed business and warehouse, also featured a 24 ft x 50 
ft hall specially fitted for the Good Tenplars Lodge that was dedicated July 
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4, 1877. In 1901 , it was known as the John c. Martin Feed and Flour Store 
(National Dem:>crat, 28 April 1876; 2 September 1892, 28 November 1901; Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; sanborn Map, 1884-1929; History of Iowa county, 
1881:712). TI1e last signi ficant Italianate styled extant stone building in 
the carmercial district built in the 1870s is the James Polkingharn saloon and 
Warehouse at 111 Ccmnerce Street(lS/8). TI1is building, constructed in 1878, 
displays the fonrula for Italianate styled architecture in Mineral Point in 
the 1870s--a large pressed metal cornice with scroll brackets and ITOOillion 
trim and ornamental window treatrrent; however, the windows in this building 
are ornamented by segrental arched window heads accented by articulated 
keystones with segnental arched window sashes on the front elevation and on 
the two west bays of the south elevation (National Dem:>crat, 28 June 1878, 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; sanborn [nap], 1884). Although the 
Miner Building at 151 High Street(14/10), also constructed in the mid-1870s, 
was built in a similar Italianate influenced manner, it has less significance 
because it has lost its cornice; however, the stone round arched windCM have 
been preserved (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; Sanoorn [rrap] , 1884; 
Historic Photograph, Mineral Point Roan). 

In the 1870s, buildings influenced by the Italianate style were constructed of 
wood in addition to the buildings constructed of brick and stone,. TI1e best­
preserved of the srrall frame building influenced by the Italianate style has 
been recently restored to its original style. TI1is srra.11 one-story building 
also was constructed in the late 1870s at 200 Ccxrmerce Street(lS/32) for 
rental purposes for the Ivey family, who owned a harness shop in the adjacent 
building on the corner of High and Callnerce Streets (not extant). TI1e srra.11 
building adjacent to the Ivey building's south side [originally the south roan 
of the building at 200 Camerce] was constructed at the same time in a similar 
rranner, however, it has lost considerable historic architectural integrity 
(Mineral Point , Tax Records, 1840-1930; Sanborn [map], 1884; Historic 
Photograph, Mineral Point Roan) . 

TI1e Italianate style generally began to decline in popularity by the 1880s in 
America. Mineral Point's ccmrercial buildings continued to be influenced by 
the Italianate style until after the turn of the century. l-icMever, by the 
late 19th century, the buildings took on an eclectic appearance Cmixed styles] 
by the late 19th century when a great variety of styles became acceptable to 
the Arrerican public. After a particularly destructive fire that severely 
damaged four large stone cannercial buildings on the south side of the 100 
block of High Street in 1897, the four buildings rebuilt on the site were 
influenced by the Italianate style { Iowa county Dem::>crat, 6 May 1897) . In 
general, the new or rebuilt buildings on the site display a Ill)re ornamental, 
eclectic interpretation of the late Italianate style than the previous 
Italianate styled buildings on the site. All of these brick fronted buildings 
[the following four buildings] display stone rear walls and side walls, 
apparently built at least partially fran the remains of the previous buildings 
on the site. 

TI1e eclectic Martin and Toay Hardware Store at 104 High Street{l4/21) displays 
the large pressed metal Italianate styled cornice decorated by brackets , 
dentils, and paneled frieze and a brick front with a recessed panel ornamented 
by a denticulated border that suggest the coopartmentalized facade found in 
the earlier Italianate style. TI1is building also displays classical detailed, 
multiple bay windows on the second floor that often are associated with the 
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Queen Anne style . The Martin and Toay Hardware Store, a 25 ft x 90 ft 
building fitted with a steel ceiling and plate glass windows, received a 
large brick rear addition between 1908 and 1915. The Martin and Toay Hardware 
f inn, established in 1870, had the previous stone building on the site 
constructed in 1877 (Iowa County Dem:>crat, 6 May 1897, 17 June 1897, 23 
September 1897, 18 April 1907; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; National 
Derrocrat, 6 April 1877, 22 June 1877; sanborn (map], 1884-1915). A large 
rretal cornice also characterizes the two-story building reconstructed after 
the 1897 fire for the Allen Estate at 122 High Street ( 14/24) . This building 
is further characterized by segmental arched brick window heads in a 
contrasting color and a recessed panel in the facade with denticulated border 
along the top. The Allen building, which housed the John R. Toay Grocery 
Store, replaced an earlier stone Italianate styled building constructed in 
1857 as the earlier Toay and Allen Grocery Store building (Iowa County 
Dem:>crat, 6 May 1897, 17 June 1897, 9 September 1897, 23 September 1897; 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Mineral Point 
Tribune, 8 September 1857, 10 November 1857). Segnental arched window heads 
in a contrasting brick color also characterize the Italianate styled double 
store building constructed to house the White House Dry Goods and Shoe Store 
at 110 High Street(14/22) after the 1897 fire destroyed the earlier James Toay 
Block and Masonic Hall building. It is further characterized by a wide 
cornice of decorative brick work. A pair of bay windows on the upper story 
decorated by classical ornament, which adds the element of irregularity 
associated with Queen Anne and other picturesque styles of the period, gives 
the White House Store an eclectic appearance. This 42 ft x 90 ft building, 
which featured cream colored steel ceilings, hardwood floors and plate glass 
show windows, was heated by steam and lighted by 13 electric chandeliers. 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 6 May 1897, 17 June 1897, 23 SeptEl'li>er 1897; Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; National Deroocrat, 16 
November 1877, 30 November 1877). A wide cornice of decorative brick \-.Ork 
also characterizes the Brewer and Penhallegan cash Grocery Store built in 1897 
at 114 High Street(l4/23). Italianate styled raised segnental arched brick 
window heads with corbeled ends over long narrow arched windows further 
ornarrent this large ccmnercial block . The upper floor of this double store 
building was taken over by the I.O.O.F. Lodge when the Masonic Lodge decided 
to build their own building after the 1897 fire . The hall was dedicated by 

• the I.O.O.F . on December 8, 1897 . The Brewer and Penhallegan building, built 
on the remains of an earlier building constructed for James Toay in 1878 , has 
less significance because the windows on the upper story have been replaced 
with smaller windows and board panels (Iowa County Deroocrat, 6 May 1897 , 17 
June 1897, 9 September 1897 , 11 September 1897, 23 septEl'li>er 1897; Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1940-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; National Dem:>crat, 30 
August 1878, 18 November 1878) . 

The late Italianate style continued into the early 20th century in Mineral 
Point; however, the use of architectural details associated with the style 
began to decline. Scaled down or minimal details were often used in 
canbination with the details fran other architectural styles popular at the 
tine or on buildings that, stylistically, i,.,ere transitions between the new 
m:x:lern style and the historic styles of the past. The Gorgen Grocery and Meat 
Market built in 1907 at 242 High Street(43/22}, am:>ng the best preserved of 
the ccmnercial buildings constructed in the early 20th century, is ornamented 
only by a large cornice topped by a triangular pedimented and decorated by 
rather abstract brackets. The facade is recessed between end piers that 
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visually support the cornice. The Gorgen Grocery Store , constructed of 
limestone fran the Gorgen QuarrY, replaced the earlier frame Gorgen Grocery 
and Meat Market building (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; Iowa County 
Dem::>crat, 18 October 1906, 18 April 1907; Sanborn [map], 1900-1929; Cornice 
Inscription) . The Italianate style was used very late in its period of 
influence to ornarrent the John Day Boot and Shoe Store built sanetime between 
1910 and 1915 at 28 High Street(14/16). In the early 20th century, this 
building, originally a one story building, received a second story and a new · 
metal covered front that rises above the roof. The front elevation is 
ornarrented by a silll)le metal cornice. A bay windo.,., on the second story gives 
the building the eclectic appearance that is so typical of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; Sanborn [map], 
1884-1929; Branger, Interview, 1992). 

Other early 20th century interpretations of the Italianate style have less 
architectural significance because they have been altered over the years. The 
Theodore Rodolf Building at 128 High Street(14/26) is a 19th century building 
that originally had a irore elaborate Italianate cornice with a triangular 
pediment added to the building in 1860 after the building was purchased By Dr . 
Vivian. This cornice was renoved in 1914 when the east end of the building 
was enlarged by one bay under the ownership of the Ivey family to acccmrodate · 
an interior stairway to the upper floors of the two buildings at 124-128 High 
Street(14/25, 14/26) (Derocrat, 10 May 1859, 1 May 1860; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1930; Historic Photograph; Ivey, Interview, 1992; .Abstract of 
Property, Ivey (owner). A sinple cornice with minimal ornament, used to give 
the inpression of the Italianate style, is the only Italianate styled detail 
displayed by the Penberthy Livery Stable and Hotel. Tilis building, iirl)Ortant 
as one of the few livery buildings .remaining in the city, has been altered by 
the addition of asphalt siding to the original frame exterior (Iowa County 
Demxrat, 20 September 1900, 25 October 1900; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1894-1929) . 

Ramnesque Revival Style 

Revival of Rananesque architecture, a round arch medieval style, began in the 
1840s in Amarica. Used for all openings, the semicircular arch form also was 
repeated in miniature in the arched corbel tables under strong courses and 
eaves, including the raking eaves of the gable. Most often executed in 
m:>nochranatic brick or stone, the style frequently E11Ployed towers, parapets , 
and multiple pyramid roofs to create asymretrical ccnpositions. 

The earliest of the few extant 19th century Rananesque Revival ccmrercial 
buildings in Mineral Point displays minimal Rananesque Revival influence. 
A single round arch in the center of the cornice above a ro.,., of abstracted 
elongated dentils in the frieze area and a carved foliated ornarrent on the 
capitals of pilasters located at the ends of the storefront characterize the 
Iowa County Bank and Abstract Office constructed in 1892 at 158 Hi(Jh 
Street( 14/31). The Iowa County Bank, established in 1885 by James Hutchinson 
and Sons, was designed especially to accamodate banking activities with 
fireproof and burglarproof features. It replaced a frame building on the lot 
previously (Iowa County Derrocrat, 8 January 1892, Septem:>er [Special F.d.], 
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1891, 19 August 1892; Mineral Point , Tax Records , 1840-1910; sanborn [nap] , 
1884-1929). 

The nost substantial representative of Rananesque Revival architecture, the 
First National Bank at 203 High Street(43/2) was constructed in the early 20th 
century. The bank displays the Richardsonian rrode of the Raranesque Revival, 
which is based on the exanple of H.H. Richardson . The Richardsonian building, 
generally, has a massive appearance, although sinple in fonn, due to its 
construction of rock-face masonry . Its arches, lintels, and other structural 
features are often e.rrphasized by being of a different stone £ran the wall . 
The First National Bank is a long narrow, ti.-.o-story building, sirrple and 
sculptural in fonn, that is constructed of rock-face white sandstone. This 
bank building features a steeply pitched, tile covered gable roof and an attic 
story that is lighted by a pair of rectangular windows with red stone lintels 
and mullions in the gable ends and by steep gabled wall donners with a pair of 
smaller windows with red stone lintels and sills. Large semi-circular 
Richardsonian Raranesque arches of white sandstone used for door and window 
openings that are outlined with Lake Superior red stone daninate this long 
narrow sandstone block. This architecturally significant building is further 
characterized by divided round arched window and door openings that diminish 
in size fran the bottan to the top of the building. Double arches on the 
upper floor balance the large arches on the lower floor. Dentil trim under 
the narrow eaves on the side elevations and pinnacles and gable end ornament 
in rather abstracted forms add to the ornament of this well-preserved 
building. The First National Bank building, constructed by General 
Construction Carpany of Milwaukee during the year 1906-1907, housed the 
banking roans on the lower story, the Mineral Point Telephone Ccrrpany at the 
rear of the first floor and offices , including an office of mines and mining, 
on second floor .. Ccmnunity pride in this building was expressed by the local 
newspaper as " . . . not only testifies to the enterprises of the officials of the 
First National Bank, but is creditable to the city as well" (Iowa County 
Derrocrat, 8 February 1906, 9 August 1906, 31 January 1907, 11 July 1907; 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, · 1840-1930; Sanborn [map], 1900-1929). The First 
National Bank , established in 1884, failed in 1909, only a few years after 
this irrpressive building was constructed (Fiedler, 1962: 138). 

Queen Anne - Classical Revival Style 

The asyrrrretrical Queen .Anne style, a varied and decorative picturesque style, 
was manifested in the ccmnercial architecture of Mineral Point late in its 
period of popularity. Queen .Anne , a style named after Queen .Anne of England 
who reigned £ran 1702 until 1714, was in actuality a style initiated in the 
1860's by Richard Noman Shaw. Spreading to Arrerica in the 1870s in 
predaninately residential interpretations , the Victorian Queen Anne style, 
initially based on medieval characteristics of the 18th century, later 
incorporated many classical details and a less carplicated fonn. 
Characterized by irregularity of surface, texture and plan, the Queen Anne 
stylistic devices include turrets , projecting bays and windows, and surface 

.ornament such as decorative shingles, stained glass windows, and appliqued 
decoration . . At the end of its style period, the Queen Anne style incorporated 
many classical architectural details. It enployed pilasters and colllll'ls to 
enfrarre the windows, pronounced cornices, enriched and pedirrented entablatures 
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and decorative classical colunns of both the Greek and Ranan orders. 'This 
trend toward the use of classicism in architectural styles in the late 19th 
century and early 20th century was propagated by American architects i,mo were 
schooled in the French Ecole des Beaux-Arts tradition that was characterized 
by a mixture of Greek and Ranan influences . In addition, the use of classical 
fonns was displayed with overwhelming success at the World's Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago in 1893 , becaning the preferred style for expressing 
status and wealth for several decades thereafter. 

The Queen Anne style in the cannercial district of Mineral Point, is displayed 
by two well-preserved 19th century ccmnercial buildings, both of which are 
characterized by pressed "iron clad" or rretal front elevations. Irregular 
picturesque rooflines and projecting bay windows establish the irregularity of 
form essential to the Queen Aiine style. A profusion of Classical Revival 
details pressed into the rretal on the front elevations create the irregularity 
of surface and contrasting textures associated with the style. ,The earliest 
of these buildings, the Hornung City Bakery and Restaurant was constructed in 
1891 at 236-240 High Street(43/23) . This ti,.o-story , double-store, brick 
veneer building displays an "iron clad" or pressed rretal front that is 
ornamented by a profusion of classical details pressed into the rretal. The 
classicai cornice decorated by rrodillion blocks and ornamantal brackets is 
topped by three triangular pedirrents and finials rising above the roof line. 
The round bay windows on the upper story, detailed to appear as three-sided 
bay windows feature "saw-tooth' ornament under the cornices and beaded trim 
along the roof 1 ine . The long, narrow windows and the ends of elevation on 
the upper story are enframed by Corinthian pilasters. The well-preserved 
Hornung building featured a bakery and oven at the rear of the first floor 
and the family r.esidential quarters on the second floor. The second store 
roan was rented originally to the Osbourne Musical Store (Iowa County 
Detrocrat, 17 April 1891, 1 May 1891, 5 June 1891, 29 January 1892; Sanborn 
[map] , 1884-1929; Mineral Point, Tax Records , 1840-1900) . 

The Thanas Otis Building at 229 High Street(43/7), constructed as stone 
building with a brick front in 1857, was enlarged [incorporated building 
adjacent to its east side] and rem:xieled in a similar fashion by local 
architect John Charles for Charles Hendra in 1892 . The Hendra Grocery Store's 
front, although similar in detail to the Hornung building, displays them in a 
different arrangerrent. This three-bay building is ornarrented by ti,.o bay 
windows, which are three-sided and enframed with Corinthian colunns, have 
ornament that is similar but unlike those on the Hornung Building. A round 
arched pedinent with a "rising sun" design on its tynpanum that rises above 
the roof line is enframed by decorative pilasters and has the date [1892] of 
the building inscribed on the frieze beneath the pedirrent . This building, 
used to house the Hendra Brothers Grocery and Crockery Store in the late 19th 
century, gains significance fran the date of its rem:xieling because its 
architectural character was caTpletely altered at that time (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 25 August 1857, 11 November 1860; Iowa County Dem:>crat, Sp. F.d. 
September 1891, 29 January 1892, 20 May 1892, 14 October 1892; Mineral Point , 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929) . 

The canbination of Queen Anne and Classical Revival styles continued to 
influence the c~rcial architecture of Mineral Point at the turn of the 
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century. The rrost substantial representative of the Queen Anne styled 
cartl'ercial building is the three-story, brick Hotel Royal constructed in 1900 
at 43 High Street(14/5). The four-story, octagonal, conical roofed wooden 
tower overhanging the southwest corner and an open porch establishes the 
irregularity of fonn essential to the Queen Anne style. The irregularity of 
surface is created by the articulation of surfaces with Classical Revival 
details . The four-story tower is ornamented by arched window heads on the 
upper story and rectangular windows enframed with plain capped pilasters on 
the tv.K>. middle stories, which visually creates three-story round arched window 
bays. A rectangular pediment rising above the attic story as well as the tall 
tower create the picturesque roof line typical of the Queen Anne style. 
Ornamental brick v.K>rk and a pair of ocular windows also accented by 
articulated keystones are other Classical Revival details that add to the 
irregularity of the surface. The balustraded porch also is characterized by 
classical square colurms and a balustrated deck. The Royal Hotel, built for 
George Chamley and his sons John and William who were well known and respected 
hotelkeepers in Mineral Point , was fitted with the latest hotel conveniences 
such as telephones and bathroans in every roan. A formal opening featuring 
the Alderson Orchestra was held on Easter in 1901 (Iowa County Derocrat, 10 
May 1900, 22 November 1900, 11 April 1900, 28 Nove:nber 1901; Mineral Point , 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929} . 

20th Century ccmnercial Architecture 

After the 19th century building boans in the city of Mineral Point, early 20th 
century econanic growth in the city began to lag and, as a result, building 
construction continued at a much slower pace. <:nly sixteen of the extant 
buildings in the coomercial district of Mineral Point, several of which are 
governmental buildings, were constructed between 1900 and 1940. In the early 
20th century, the econany was supported by the surrounding agricultural 
ccmnunity, as well as by light industry; however, the main econanic support 
came fran the operation of the Mineral Point Cctrpany Zinc Mines, \ttlich closed 
in 1928, and Zinc Works, which closed its doors during the Depression in 
September 1930. The closing of the mines and zinc works also brought on the 
discontinuance of the Mineral Point and Northern Railroad (Branger, Interview, 
1992; WPA [1941], 1979:174; Fiedler, 1962:145-154). In the early 20th century, 
the population decreased fran 2991 in 1900 to 2274 in 1930 (Fiedler, 
1962:199) 

Stylistically, ccmnercial architecture in the early 20th century was marked by 
two strong contrasts. It was a period in which m:xiernism and nostalgia for 
the past developed simultaneously. en the one hand, there was an attE!ll'Pt to 
establish a severe geanetric utilitarian architecture free of historism. On 
the other hand, architects and builders continued to design in the manner of 
the 19th century historic styles . 

Early ltJdern Style 

Essentially a style of "rrodern" rectilinear and geanetric ornament, early 
m:xiern architecture influences affected the majority of the snall vernacular 
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brick carrrercial buildings constructed in Mineral Point in varying degrees in 
the early decades of 20th century. These were constructed in a rather 
utilitarian manner erploying sirrple rrostly red brick surfaces, sirrple 
rectangular windows, generally without historic ornament. However, several 
buildings display the transition between the early rrodern and historic styles 
through the use of minirral, abstracted classical fontlS such as pedimented 
forms above the roof line. 

Several of the new building constructed in the coomercial district in the 
early 20th century were built to accoom:xlate the new form of transportation -­
the autarobile . Constructed in a rather a utilitarian manner, the Auto Inn 
Garage constructed at 32 Fountain Street(l6/2} in 1916 displays the plain, 
brick veneered wall surfaces and plain vernacular window treatment of the 
early rrodern style; however, the triangular form of the parapet rising above 
the roof .is a stylized and abstracted pediment that suggest its transition 
from Classical antecedents. This well-preserved, significant representative of 
early 20th century architecture in Mineral Point, designed by the Platteville 
architect Henry Kleinhamner, has a concrete and steel I-beam construction 
system that is characteristic of early rrodern construction. The Auto Inn, 
built for P. Vivian on the previous site of the historic I.anyon Brothers 
Foundry and sold to the Engel Garage, also featured a camrunity dance hall 
with a rraple floor and rest rooms on the second floor (Mineral Point , Tax 
Records, 1840-1930; Sanoorn [rrap], 1884-1929; Date Stone:1916; Kleinharnner, 
Blueprint, 1916; Branger, Interview, 1992} . 

The transition between the una~orned early rrodern style and the use of 
historic styled details and forms also is displayed by the well-preserved 
garage building constructoo c.1909 at 310 High Street(24/2). This garage, 
which also displays a stylized classical pediment or parapet at the top of the 
brick front elevation, is characterized further by sirrple rectangular 
windows, but with historic styled arched openings for the service doors. Side 
walls and rear walls of concrete block, the new building material established 
in the early 20th century, and "iron" colunns and beams further derronstrates 
this building's early rrodern character (Mineral Point, Tax Records , 1900-
1930; Sanoorn [rrap], 1915, 1929; Nelson, Interview, 1992) . 

Arrong the best preserved of the early rrodern buildings in the ccmnercial 
district is the two-story brick building constructed for the Fanners and 
Citizens Bank at 147 High Street(l4/9) in 1915 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1930; Sanborn [nap], 1884-1929; WPA [1941] 1979:172) . This significant 
representative of Early Modern architecture in Mineral Point is characterized 
by plain brick elevations that contrast with the white masonry geanetric 
ornament suspended frcm the white string course along the top of the building . 
It is further characterized by the white rrasonry frontispiece in the very 
stylized abstracted form of a classically derived pediment. This building 
continued to serve as a bank building when the Fanners and Citizens bank 
merged with the Iowa County Bank into the Consolidated Bank of Mineral Point 
in 1931 . The Consolidated Bank closed soon after in 1932 (Fiedler, 1962 :156-
157; WPA [1941] :172). 

The early rrodern influence in the ccmnercial district of Mineral Point in the 
early 20th century also is reflected in the several brick fronts that were 
added to "rrodernize" older stone carrrercial buildings. The Appel and 
Cotterill buildings at 241 High Street(43/10) received a red brick front that 
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is characterized by plain brick rectangular window openings topped by a 
vertical row of bricks and by a band of decorative ornailalt in a gearetric 
pattern inset into the brick w:>rk. The decorative brick ~rk at the top of the 
building creates the inpression of a cornice, a historic architectural elanent 
which continued to be used long after the demise of the Classical styles fran 
which it is derived. The Appel building constructed in 1861 and Cotteri 11 
building constructed in 1864 were canbined into one store under the 
proprietorship of the Floyd Crase Clothing earpany. The ful_l length transan 
window inscribed with the name "Crase Clothing Co" over the storefront, that 
was installed during the rem::xleling of the front in the 1920s, remains on the 
building (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930; Mineral Point Tribune, 11 
June 1861; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Historic Photograph, Mineral Point Roan; 
Branger, Interview, 1992). The abstracted fonn of a classical pedirrent 
characterizes the otherwise plain brick front added to the Jeuck saloon 
building at 251 High Street(43/13) in the 1930s or early 1940s. This 
building, built as the Jeuck Saloon in 1891, originally featured a brick 
veneer front ornarrented by a pair bay windows, classical pilasters and cornice 
and iron storefront that was designed by local architect John Charles (Iowa 
County Derrocrat, 17 Apri 1 1891, 1 May 1891, 22 May 1891, Sp. F.d. September 
1891, 13 November 1891; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; sanborn [map], 
1884-1929; Historic Photograph, Mineral Point Roan; Branger, Interview, 1992) . 

By the 1930s, the ramants of historic ornament found in the earlier decades 
of the 20th century in Mineral Point no longer decorated the canrercial 
buildings. Sinple plain brick fronts without historic ornament and plain 
rectangular windows characterize the small buildings constructed during the 
later years of the historic period. The small Gallager Ga.rage built in the 
late 1920s at 40 High Street(14/18) displays a brick front devoid of ornament 
and plain rectangular windows (Branger, Interview, 1992; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1920 , 1930; Sanborn [map] , 1915, 1929). A similar, plain, flat brick 
front also characterizes the Groth and Noble Bottling Works, which was 
enlarged fran a one store stone building to a double store with a brick front 
at 26 High Street (14/15) in the 1940s . The original stone, one-store 
building housed the Mineral Point Bottling Works in the early 20th century 
(Branger, Interview, 1992; Historic Photograph, Mineral Point Roan; Sanborn 
[map], 1915, 1929). The Art ?-txierne Style, a streamlined style featuring 
rounded corners, flat roofs, srrooth wall finish and horizontal bands of 
windows that often wrapped around corners, popular fran 1930-1945 influenced 
the Harker, Marr, Gordon Ga.rage at 114 Fountain Street(16/4). Constructed in 
1947, this vernacular brick interpretation of the Moderne style features 
rounded corners and windows that wrap around the front corners. The windows 
of this building have been filled in with \..ood panels (Branger, Interview, 
1992) . The Harker, Marr, and Gordon Ga.rage is the only exanple of the Art 
Deco or Art t-k>derne style in the ccmnercial district. 

Historic Revival Styles 

Georgian Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival and even revivals of 
styles that have never been seen in America were popular during the first 
third of the 20th century, especially for residential architecture. The hold · 
of the Classical styles on public and large camercial buildings lessened as 
the lifestyles of society became less rigid. As a result, it becaire 
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acceptable to use the rrore ranantic histori~ styles for all types of 
architecture. the tenn "Period Revival" is often used to describe a wide 
variety of past rrotifs and styles that architects borrowed during the first 
four decades of the 20th century, but particularly in the 1920s. 

Historic styles exerted minimal influence on the ccmrercial buildings in 
Mineral Point, mainly because f~ buildings were added to the ccmrercial 

• district after 1910 . The Late Italianate, Late Queen Anne, both of which also 
display the influence of the late 19th and early 20th century Classical 
Revi.val, constructed in the first decade of the 20th century are included 
under those headings in the previous section on 19th century canrercial 
architecture. During the era of the Period Revival, only the Mediterranean 
Revival style was errployed in addition to the Classical Revival. The 
Classical Revival was used, rrost often, in a minimal and abstract manner in 
canbination with other styles or on transitional early m:>dern buildings. 

The Mediterranean Period Revival style buildings are characterized by flat 
wall surfaces, often plastered, broken by arcading and terracotta, plaster, 
or tile ornamantation, sanetimes drawing on classical rrotifs. Brick walls 
sanetimes remain unplastered and red tile roofs with heavy brackets are 
preferred. A tile roof and bracketed eaves are the only architectural details 
used to suggest the Mediterranean style in the small fr~ Paynter's Gas 
Station built in the 1920s at llO ' Chestnut Street(l4/34). This vernacular 
building, which suggest the Mediterranean style in a rather minimal fashion, 
is the only extant exarrple of Period Revival styled architecture in the 
canrercial district. Paynter's Gas Station, which continues to display its 
original narrow t,.K)O(len windows that are topped by transan windows and double 
leafed door, is presently used for storage (Mineral Point , Tax Records, 1840-
1930; Sanborn [map], 1929; Branger, Intervi~, 1992) . 

Industrial Architecture 

The industrial history of Mineral Point, located in the center of the lead, 
zinc, and copper mining district of Wisconsin, dates fran the cannencement of 
its settlement by penranent white settlers in the 1820s for the purpose of 
lead mining. However, it can be said the industrial history of the area 
began much earlier with the lead mining and smelting carried on by the Indians 
and transient white miners at least by the 17th century. The first industrial 
plant constructed in the area, an iron smelter, was constructed in 1827 by the 
future governor of Wisconsin, Henry Dodge, and followed by another in 1828 by 
Robert Hoard. T'l,.Q rrore were built in 1929 by capt. Terry and by Peter Laramie 
(Allen, 1859:9). These mining structures were soon followed by IrOre 
substantial structures , none of which have survived. By 1839, Iowa County had 
30 smelting furnaces and produced 8,900,000 pounds of lead (WPA tl 94 ll , 
1979:71). Between 1827 and 1847, the Upper Mississippi mines lflere the 
principal source of lead in the United States. Except during the depression 
years of 1829 and 1837, production climbed steadily. In the peak year, 24,328 
tons were taken fran the upper Mississippi diggings, IrOst of which came £ran 
Wisconsin. However, production dropped rapidly and lead mining was no longer 
the leading industry in the southwest (WPA [1941], 1979:93-94). 

'--' 

-

-



187 

After the demise of lead mining, the industrial life of Mineral Point was 
revived with the advent of railroad in 1857. Toe railroad brought stability 
to Mineral Point and aided the transition fran a mining to a fann trade town. 
It made Mineral Point the shipping and supply depot for a large fanning 
ccmnunity. • Lead mining enjoyed only a brief reprieve because of the demand 
for lead during the Civil War years and shortly thereafter between 1864 and 
1867. After this period, lead mining fell into decline again as all the 
easily accessible surface ore had been mined and the deeper deposits required 
machinery that the individual miners could not afford. However, the mines at 
Mineral Point continued to be ~rked sporadically as long as a profit could be 
made and the railroad continued to ship lead, and increasingly zinc, fran the 
surrounding area. However, as the mining activity, decreased in the mid to 
late 19th century, new industries were founded in addition to the small 
industries such as foundries and machine shops already established to support 
the earlier mining and fanning industries. In the 1870s, small industries 
such as a soap factory, a vinegar factory and a cotton ~rks were opened. 
Also, the dairy industry, developing rapidly after 1880, began to build cheese 
factories and creameries (WPA U 941] , 1979: 120, 129, 150). 

Although the possibilities of zinc mining and manufacturing in Mineral Point 
was known as early as 1860, it did not becane an econanic bean for the city 
until the 1890s. By 1891, the Jones brothers had expanded the zinc oxide 
plant they had purchased in 1883 into the largest zinc ~rks in the United 
States. This plant covered two acres and errployed 200 people. During this 
period of prosperity, the Mineral Point Woolen Mill was established, and the 
local Wearne Foundry and the Lanyon Foundry and Machine Shop had all the w:>rk 
they could manage. In addition, the t~ breweries were running at al110st full 
capacity. In the sane year, 1891, the Mineral Point Linen Fiber carpany and a 
new pulp and paper mill were established (Iowa County Dem::>crat, Special F.d, 
September 1891; WPA [1941], 1979:155-156). The new mining boan continued on 
into the early 20th century, bringing with many civic irrprovements and new 
businesses and small industries. In 1906, the Badger Rubber ~rks was founded 
and Frank Ludden bought the Mineral Point Public Service Cclrpany and beoan to 
expand its operations to the rural area (Iowa County Dem:>crat, 23 May 1907; 
WPA [1941], 1979:163-166). 

Prosperity dependent on mining and fanning industries continued in the 1920s, 
even after the adjustrrent following the abnormal demands of a war-ti.Ire 
econany. 'I'v.K) industries, the .Mineral Point Canning Carpany and the Sanitary 
Creamery, were founded in the mid-1920s. Then came the depression and the 
demise of the zinc mining industry and zinc ~rks. By 1928, after a 
profitable year in 1927, the Mineral Point Zinc Carpany closed its doors and 
in 1930, it closed the Mineral Point Zinc Works and discontinued the Mineral 
Point and Northern Railway. Only sane small industries such as the Gollinder 
Machine and Boiler carpany, the Mineral Point Springs Brewery as well as the 
creameries and canning factories setving the agricultural industry survived ·· 
the depression era (WPA [1941], 1979:174-176). The econanic recovery of 
Mineral Point after the depression took place gradually after World ~ar II and 
in the 1950s and 1960s. •• • • •• 

Although representatives of the mining industry and other mid-19th century 
industrial buildings are al110st non-existent, Mineral Point has retained 
several industrial buildings and the remains of several industrial buildings 
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constructed in the 19th century. Three significant representatives of mid-
19th century industrial buildings are located in the Mineral Point Historic 
District. ~ng the earliest extant industrial buildings is the Mineral Point 
Railroad Passenger Depot built in 1856 at 13 Ccmnerce Street(SS/4). The 
passenger depot is a two-story, side gabled vernacular building, 30 ft x 50 
ft, with sirrple rectangular windows that is distinguished by three round 
arched doorways. Local masons Toay and Allen constructed the depot of 
coursed, fitted and dressed blocks of local limestone in the fall of 1856 in 
preparation for tne advent of the railroad in 1857. The carpenter w::>rk was 
done by Mr. Full. In addition to the depot, Toay and Allen also received the 
contract for four other railroad buildings including the stone engine house, 
and the stone nachine shop (not extant} {National Dem:>crat, 30 August 1854; 
Mineral Point TribW1e, 23 Septanber 1856, 25 Novanber 1856; History of Iowa 
County, 1881 :530; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929). The first train arrived in 
Mineral Point on JW1e 17, 1857. This depot, sold to the Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St Paul Railway in 1880, is now vacant and the windows and doors boarded 
up (Mineral Point Tribune , 30 June 1857; Iowa County Dem:>crat, Special 
Edition, 1891). The historic Mineral Point Passenger Depot, although in poor 
repair, has retained sufficient integrity to meet the NRHP criteria for 
architectural significance as exarrple of stone construction. It also is 
historically significant because of its association with early railroad 
transportation. 

A similar utilitarian styled side gabled vernacular building constructed of 
local stone was built in the mid-19th century for the Merry Christmas Mine. 
This presently vacant, tw::>-story building at 200 Merry Christmas Lane(26/4) is 
further characterized by flat stone lintels and stone quoins on the corners of 
the building. The entrance is located west of the center of the front 
elevation. This building, which had been unoccupied for a long time 
previously, was rehabilitated and repaired in 1907 during the late 19th and 
early 20 centuries zinc mining bean by the Merry Christnas carpany for 
occupancy by errployees of the mining carpany (Iowa County Dem:>crat, 29 August 
1907). Reportedly, the Merry Christmas mine .was so named because a miner went 
into a drift and died in explosion of a stick of dynamite on Christnas Day 
(Holland, 1983:55). several small frame sheds also associated with the Merry 
Christmas Mine are located at 127 Merry Christmas Lane(26/2). 'nlis is the 
only substantial extant mining building directly associated with the mid-19th 
century mining industry in the Mineral Point Historic District. The Merry 
Christmas Mine building and 43 acres with abandoned mine shafts and crevice 
mines was acquired by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin in 1873. 'nle 
Merry Christmas Mine building, reportedly, originally was used as the mine's 
office. This property was listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
as part of the Mineral Point Hill Historic District as well as part of the 
Mineral Point Historic Distric:t. Both districts were listed in 1971. 

Cne of the rrost significant industrial buildings remaining in Mineral Point is 
the Gillnann Brewery, also known as the Tornado Brewery, located at 276 Shake 
Rag Street(37/27). 'nlis tw::>-story brewery building, originally equipped for a 
malt and barley brewing process, displays stone construction, a variety of 
roof shapes and four over four windows. This building was constructed after . 
the tornado in 1878 rendered the previous stone building "a total loss," • 
estimated at a value of $20,000. It was darraged by fire at the turn of the 
century and rebuilt by Otto Lieder and Frank Unterholtner, ~ purchased the 
brewery in 1903. The original building,,constructed in 1878 was a 62 ft x 130 
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ft building to which a frame refrigerator building was added between 1889-
1891. A tv.Q-story, 34 ft x 50 ft, frame horse barn(37/28) was added to the 
carplex between 1884 and 1889 (Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Iowa County Derrocrat, 
Special F.dition, September 1891; National Darocrat, 19 July 1878; History of 
Iowa County, 1881:705; Crawford, 1913:107; Perrin, 1976:27). This well­
preserved, gable roofed barn is constructed on a stone foundation and features 
pedimented window surrounds . This brewery was established by William Terrill · 
in 1850 . Charles and Frederick Gillmann purchased the brewery in 1854 and 
took in a partner Mr. Speilman in 1855. Spielman sold his interest to Charles 
Gillmann in 1868. Gillmann's new brewery had an annual capacity of 6,000 
barrels of beer (National Dem:>crat, 20 May 1868; Iowa County Derrocrat, Special 
E'.dition, September 1891; Histocy of Iowa County, 1881:705). After the turn of 
the century, the Gillmann Brewery, renam3d the "Tornado Brewery" after the 
tornado in 1878, was known as the Mineral Springs Brewing Carpany. This 
brewery is only one of several breweries built in mid-19th century Mineral 
Point. The earliest brewery, reportedly, was built near the end of High 
Street in 1835 by John Phi 11 ips (WPA Cl 9411, 1979: 51) . The "Tornado Brewery" 
building, rehabilitated for a weaving v.Qrkshop [The Loans] in 1968 , nore 
recently was used for as winery. 

Several other extant industrial buildings frcm the 19th century have 
diminished significance because they have lost historic integrity. The 
historically irrportant I.anyon Foundry building at 105 Camerce Street(15/11) , 
originally a tv.Q-story building, has been altered by the renoval of the second 
story and the replacement roof that is not in keeping with its historic 
character. The Lanyon Foundry, established in 1849 by I.anyon and Warne 
[Wearne], was carprised of several buildings (Wisconsin Tribune, 26 July 1850; 
Histocy of Iowa County, 1881:702. This building, reportedly constructed in 
1850, probably was constructed in 1865 when, according to the local newspaper, 
a tv.Q-story stone foundry and machine shop was built by the Ianyon Carpany and 
equipped.with steam driven machines (Mineral Point Tribune, 11 OCtober 1865, 
25 October 1865, 1 November 1865, 14 March 1866, 3 October 1866; History of 
Iowa County, 1881:702) . Another illl)Ortant industry in the history of Mineral 
Point, the Mineral Point Zinc Works was located 1020 Bollerud Street(42/17) in 
the late 19th and early 20th century. This plant, established in 1882, was 
purchased in 1883 by the Jones Brothers. By 1891, it had been enlarged and 
expanded to becane the largest zinc oxide v.Qrks in the united States (Fiedler, 
1962:146-147; WPA (19411, 1979:154-175; sanborn [ma.pl, 1884-1929) . However, 
none of the buildings of this plant , which closed in 1930, rera.in on the site. 
Cnly a concrete slab fran an ore storage building rera.ins (Branger, Interview, 
1992) . 

Few historic industrial buildings constructed also rera.in fran the early 
decades of the 20th century. The best preserved industrial building 
constructed during this period is the Mineral Point Public Service Ccllpany 
building at 124 Water Street(lS/19). Tilis tv.Q-Story, brick power plant 
displays double gable, tile covered roofs and plain rectangular windCMs. 
Although the stylized gable ends of this building suggest the historic style 
of architecture, the structural system of this building is carprised of early 
nodern steel trusses and concrete and the gables are essentially stylized, 
abstracted fo:rms without applied ornament as is typical of the 19th century 
historic styles. This building was constructed between 1908 and 1915 for the 
Mineral Point Public Service -Carpany under the proprietorship of Frank Ludden 
(sanborn [map] , 1900-1929) . Ludden purchased the Mineral Point Electric Light 
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Ccrrpany, established in 1890, fra:n the Jones Brothers, renamed it the Mineral 
Point Public Setvice carpany and expanded its operation by building 
transmission lines to the rural areas. Ludden sold the plant to the Wisconsin 
Power and Light carpany in 1924. This building, designed to produce 
electricity and steam heat, was used for storage after the carpany was 
purchased by the Wisconsin Power and Light carpany (Iowa County Detrocrat, 6 
June 1890, 11 July 1907; WPA [1941], 1979:165, 173; Sanborn [map), 1900-1929) . 

Arrong the small industrial buildings constructed in the early 20th century 
that have lost historic integrity are the Gellinger Machine and Boiler CaTpany 
building at 12 Fountain Street(lS/34) . This building, constructed between 
1915 and 1920, displays concrete block rear and side walls and displays a 
\,,00(].en front elevation that has been covered by siding . An addition was built 
between 1920 and 1930 (Sanborn [map], 1884-1929) . 

Notes on Sources 

Very little written history based on actual, documented research was available 
on the construction dates, the original owners, and particularly the 
architects and builders and · the us.es of the ccmrercial and industrial 
buildings in the City of Mineral Point. Information on the construction dates 
and owners of the coomarcial and industrial architecture was recreated through 
multiple sources . Tax records, local histories and written recollections 
were used to establish basic information. The local newspapers, the Mineral 
Point Tribune, The National Darocrat, and the Iowa County Dem:>crat, and the 
Sanborn Insurance Map series, dated 1884, 1889, 1894, 1900, 1908, 1915, 1929 , 
were used extensively to establish basic information as well as to cross check 
dates and names extracted fra:n the tax records. In sare cases, it was 
irrpossible to fix the construction date and the historic name [original name] 
precisely because the information sinply was not available or rerrains unclear 
for various reasons . The Mineral Point Roan, the Area Research Library at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville, oral histories and interviews and 
building inscriptions. 

The bibliography for this section is located at the end of the History 
Chapters. 

-
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Related Properties Mentioned in Text 

STREET ADDRESS/MAP OODE 

Cootrercial Architecture 

121B Conmerce Street 15/7 
154 High Street 14/30 
159 High Street 14/12 

HISIORIC NAME <X>NSTRUCTION DATE 

William Lanyon Building 1857 
William Themas & Co. Building 1847 
John Milton General Store and Iron Depot 

Lower story: Bet.1844-1847 
Upper stories and addition: 1854 

Reroodeled:1947 

19th Century Ccmnercial .Architecture 

Vernacular ~rcial .Architecture 

Stone .Vernacular camercial Building 
23 Ccmnerce Street 15/13 George Cobb Warehouse 
22,1 Ccmrerce Street 55/11 samuel Terrill Building 

1854 
1857 

35 High Street 14/4 Gundry and Gray Dry Goods Store 1857 
39 High Street 14/5 Themas and Co . Block 1854 
52 High Street 55/2 Mrs. A.E. CUrry Building 1856-1857 
134 High Street 14/27 P. Lenahan Dry Goods & Grocery 1859 

Rebuilt: 1862 
138 High Street . 14/27A Patrick O'Do,.,rl Grocery 1853 

Rebuilt: 1862 
140-146 High Street 14/28 Lenahan Brothers Block 1866 
148 High Street 14/29 Theodore Engels Saloon 1868-1869 
155 High Street 14/11 ·John Horn Saloon 1866 
206 High Street 43/29 Samuel Coad Block 1864 
207 High Street 43/3 William and Nick Coad Block 1859 
213 High Street 43/4 Samuel White Block 1859 
218 High Street 43/26 Richard Penhallegan Building 1866 
222 High Street 43/25 E'.dward Coad Grocery Store 1861 
232 High Street 43/25A Henry Clauer Dry Goods/Grocery Store 1866 
231 High Street 43/8 Jacob Schneberger Boot and Shoe Shop 1864 
235 High Street 43/9 Nelson Iathrop Grocery Store 
243 High Street 43/11 Coad and Bo\-rlen Store 
245 High Street 43/llA Henran Fick Building 
246 High Street 43/21 Richard Goldsworthy Building 
248 High Street 43/21A James Pascoe Building 
267 High Street 43/16 u.s Hotel 

1 Water Street 55/5 Mineral Point Hotel 

Brick Vernacular camercial Buildings 
-223-.~rce Street 55/9 Schi 11 in _Bui l_ding-

225 Ccmnerce Street 55/10 Globe Hotel (Addition) 

227 camerce Stre~t 15/23 Globe Hotel 
• \ 

) 

1861-1862 
1865 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1853 

Rear Addition:1855 
1850s, 1861 

Addition: 1866 

1877-1878 
1876 

Rear Addition: 1980s 
1868 



31 High Street 
38 High Street 
262 High Street 

14/2 
14/17 
43/18 
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Rem:xieled 1891 and c.1900 
Theodore Feder Building Bet.1867-1868 
Issac Winn & Co. Building 1866-1867 
George Priestly Harness Shop & Residence 1866 

2nd Story 1868 
Side Gabled Vernacular Camercial Building 

18 Coomerce Street 16/12 Hutchinson Lumber Co.Livery Stable Bet . 1864-1884 
20 Conmerce Street 16/10 Jacka and Bennett Building 1856-58 
209 Conmerce Street 55/13 John O'Neil House 1838-1839 
259 High Street 43/14 Read (Reed]-Bennet Building 1841 

Italianate Style 

111 Conmerce Street 15/8 
200 Ccmnerce Street 15/32 
217 Conmerce Street 55/12 

219 conmerce Street 15/27 

303 Conmerce Street 
22 High Street 
28 High Street 

33 High Street 
104 High Street 

110 High Street 

114 High Street 

55/8 
14/13 
14/16 

14/3 
14/21 

14/22 

14/23 

Janes Polkingham Saloon and Warehouse 1878 
1875-1880 Ivey Building Bet. 

Nick Hartert Grocery and 
Provision Store 

William CUrry Block 
1873 

Bet.1867-1868 
Addition: Bet . 1900-1915 

Jarres Penberthy Livery Stable & Hotel 1900 
John Hadfield Building 1876 
John Day Boot and Shoe Store Bet.1910-1915 

Lower Story:Bet.1900-1915 
Ellinger[Ellingenl & Brother Furniture Store 1868 
Martin and Toay Hardware Store Rebuilt:1897 

Earlier Building:1877 
The White House Dry Goods Store Rebuilt:1897 

Earlier Building:1877 
Brewer & Penhallegan cash Grocery Store 

and I.O.O.F. Hall Rebuilt:1897 

122 High Street 

128 High Street 

130 High Street 
160 High Street 

14/24 Allen Building 
Earlier Building:1877 

Rebuilt: 1897 
Earlier Building:1857 

210 High Street 
214 High Street 
215 High Street 

223 High Street 
242 High Street 
252 High Street 

254 High Street 
261 High Street 

14/26 

55/3 
14/32 

43/28 
43/28A 
43/5 

Theodore Rodolf Dry Goods Store 1844-1845 

Vivian Building 
Thanas Prisk Building 

New Fronts:1860, 1914 
1876 

- 1866 

Moffet Brothers Drugs & Medicine Store 1860 
Toay and Allen Building 1860 
Gundry and Gray Dry Goods & Clothing Store 1871 

Rerrodeled:1897 
43/6 R .. o. Pulford Drug Store 
43/22 Gergen Grocery & Meat Market 
56/21 Thanas Jenkins Building 

1871 
1907 

1867-1868 
Rear Add.: 1892 

1868-1869 
1876 

56/20 
43/15 

William Perry Building 
U.S. Hotel [Addition] 

._, 

'-' 

-



193 

Rarenesque Revival Style 
203 High Street 43/2 First National Bank Building 1906-1907 

1892 158 High Street 14/31 Iowa Co. Bank and Abstract Office · 

Queen Anne Style 
43 High Street 14/6 
229 High Street 43/7 

236- 240 High Street 43/23 

Hotel Royal 
Otis-Hendra Building 

'i/ \ 9:00 ;; · ... ·· 

1857 
Metal Front:1892 

Hornung City Bakery & Restaurant 
and Residence 

20th Century Carmercial Architecture 

Early Modern. 
32 Fountain Street 
114 Fountain Street 
26 High Street 
40 High Street 

16/2 
16/4 

14/15 
14/18 
14/9 147 High Street. .. ., 

24i High Street·;,·,; ' i ,•13/10 

251 High Street 

310 High Street 

. , · 

43/13 

24/2 

Historic Revival Styles 

. , .. 

Auto Inn 1916 
Harker-Marr-Gordon Garage 1947 
Groth and Noble Bottling Works F.arly 1940s 
R. J. Gallager Garage Bet .1920:-1929 
Fanners and Citizens Bank 1915 
Appel~Cotterill Building 1861, 1864 

. Brick Front :1920s 
John Jeuck .Saloon and Residence 1891 

BrJck Front: 1930s-~ly .1?40s 
Garage c .1909 

110 Fountain Street 14/34 Paynter's Gas Station ' Bet A 920-:l 930 

Industrial Architecture 

13 Ccmnerce Street 55/4 Mineral Point Railroad 
Passenger Depot 1856 

105 Coomerce Street 15/11 Lanyon Foundry & Machine Shop 1850, 1865 
12 Fountain Street 15/34 Gallinger Machine and Boiler Co. Bet.1915-1920 

• Addition:Bet. 1920-1930 
200 Merry Christrras Ln 26/4 Merry Chr~stinas Mine Building mid-1850s 
276 Shake Rag Street 37/27 Gillmann Brewery and Horse Barn 1878, 1880s 
124 Water Street 15/19 Mineral Point Public Service carpany 

Building Bet.1908-1915 



PUBLIC AND SOCIAL BUILDINGS 

Introduction 

Before the writings of John Ruskin at the onset of the Victorian Gothic in the 
1860s, a few governmental buildings anywhere in America strayed fran the 
symbolism of the Classical styles. Other styles became acceptable in the 
later years of the 19th, century \tA'len the eclecticism [mixed styles and 
stylistic details fran multiple styles] of the period created an era of 
uncertainty. Ho,,,ever , by ;the turn of the century, the influence of the Neo­
classical Revival and the "City Beautiful" ·rrovement on the design of American 
civic buildings was enonrous . The influence of architects who had been • 
trained at Ecoles des Beaux Arts penneated the civic design JroV'ement, creating 
noble buildings for a society that identified with the great republics of the 
past. 

Mineral Point's extant historic public buildings were designed by professional 
architects in historic styles. The following historic public and social 
buildings , all constructed in Mineral Point in the early 20th century, have 
retained their historic architectural integrity . 

Governmental Buildings 

City Buildings 

The local goverrnnent of Mineral Point was organized when the village was ... 
incorporated in 1844 . By July 1856, the village agreed to secure a city 
charter. During this period and up until 1862, the village and city • 
government rented offices in various buildings in the ccmnercial district. In 
1862, the city of Mineral Point obtained the vacated Iowa County court House 
building located on the public square in Mineral Point for their city offices 
and council chambers . The frame Classical styled court house buildinq had 
been built as Iowa county's second governmental building on Mineral Point's 
public square in 1844 at a cost of $6,150. The court house building, which 
was left vacant after the county seat was JroV'ed to Dodqeville in 1861, was 
rameled to house the Mineral Point City Hall (Fiedler, 1962:109-110). The 
old county court house served the city of Mineral Point until it was 
denol ished to make way for the construction of the present Municipal Building 
in 1914 (Fiedler, 1~62:140-141). The two significant exarrples of oovernmental 
buildings remaining in the city of Mineral Point were constructed in the early 
decades of the 20th .century in the traditional Classical Revival styles . City 
buildings construct~ in 1900 at '145 HiQh Street(14/8) and at 137A High 
Street(20/4) in , the mid-1940s were built to house the fire department (Iae 
County Darocrat~ 6 Decerrt>er 1900; Branger , Interview, 1992) . Both of these 
buildings have lost historic integrity. 
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Classical Revival Styles 

Viewed as an appropriate SYI'l'OOl for institutional and public buildings for a 
derocratic society at the turn of the century, m:>st governmental buildings and 
other public buildings in America in the late 19th or 20th centuries were 
built in the Classical style . Neo-classicism was based primarily on the Greek 
Doric and Ionic architectural orders and to lessor extent on the R<mm 
antecedents. The Beaux Arts m:xie of the Classical Revival ·used a freer 
Interpretation of the Classical styles using both Greek and Ranan elements 
that featured coupled colUtms and roonunental flights of steps and .both arched 
and linteled openings, often set between colurms or pilasters. The 
Renaissance Revival, yet another m:xie of the Classical Revival in the late 
19th and early decades of the 20th century, resEl!bled in fonn those of the 
Ranan-Tuscan style that featured straight fronted, cubic blocks wi.th 
elevations crowned with bold cornices. Elevations may be synmetrical or 
asyrrmetrical with rusticated quoins, sanetitres rusticated ground story and the 
walls are usually srrooth and plain. In the Renaissance Revival style, the 
windows may vary in height fran story to story with those on the second storY 
generally taller and nore elaborately treated. •• 

The Classical Revival also influenced the Period Revival styles constructed in 
the early decades of the 20th century. The tenn "Period Revival" is often 
used to describe a wide range of past styles and stylistic details that 
architects borrowed during the first four decades of the 20th century, but 
particularly during the 1920s. Many of these designs are not historically 
correct but are creative interpretation of the style. 

The Mineral Point Municipal .Building, ~ra House and Library constructed 
1913-1914 at 137 High Street(14/7) was designed by Madison architects Claude 
and Starck in a stylized interpretation of the Renaissance Revival mxle of 
the early 20th century Classical Revival (Mineral Point, council Proceedinos, 
1912-1915i sanbom [map], 1915,1929; Fiedler, 1962:140-141). This tw::,-story, 
cubic shaped, brick building features t~ asymnetrical front elevations. The 
east half of the building, which houses the m.micipal building and library, is 
characterized by a massive cornice ornamented by rrolding and a row of dentils 
under the cornice and stylized brick quoins along the ends of the elevations. 
More elaborated round arched windows with raised brick windc:M hoods on the 
upper story and plain rectangular windows on the lower story are joined by 
brick rrolding to create the image of a long, t\t.0-story arched window bay . 
The west half of the building, which houses the opera house, is treated 
visually as a separate cubic shape. It is daninated by an entablature 
characterized by a triangular shaped pediment omamented by a medallion on 
its front elevation. The pediment rises above a plain projecting cornice, 
which rest on a pair of scroll brackets at both ends of the cornice. This 
entablature rest on rusticated brick piers. A row of small rectanQUlar 
windows are located between on the plain brick wall between the brick piers 
and above the marque. An entrance bay between the cubic fonns of city hall 
and the opera house features a round arch portal [door openinqJ accented by a 
an articulated keystone and an arched overlight. The entrance is further 
characterized by a projecting, rectangular, classical frontispiece featuring 
brick piers and a projecting COI?lice . . This architecturally sionificant civic 
building is constructed on an elevated white masonry foundation and displays 
dark red-brown face brick on the front [south] and east and west elevations 
and coom:>n red brick on the rear>wafls. The east elevation displays a l}i,9her 
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MUNICIPAL BUILDING, OPERA HOUSE & LIBRARY, 1914-1915 
Phoiograph: 1991 by Joan Rausch 

foundation than the west, which is in keeping with the style of the east block 
as well as the sloping site. The opera house [theatre] in this well-preserved 
building was restored with city funds in 1962 (Fiedler, 1962: Addendum}. 

Federal Buildings 

The hold of the Classical styles on public and large camercial buildings 
lessened.as the lifestyles of society became less rigid. As a result, it 
became acceptable to use the rrore ronantic nodes of the historic styles. 
Under these circumstances, abstracted or scaled-down interpretations of the 
historic styles in which the character of the historic style is suggested and 
not a direct copy became acceptable also. After a long history of rented 
quarters fran the tirre of its establishrrent, which according to the Iewi 
County History, occurred in 1834. Before this, this store of Jolm Ansley was 
the unofficial letter office for the settlement. Fran 1854 until 1862, the 
U.S. Post Office was located in the brick building at 259 High Street(43/14) , 
which also housed coomercial enterprises. It was rroved to the old County 
Building (not extant) adjacent to the old Iowa County court house in 1862, 
where it rerrained for rrany years. A separate building specifically designed 
to house the post office was finally authorized by the federal government in 
1924. 

The United States Post Office in Mineral Point at 269 High Street(43/17) was 
designed in 1924 by government architects under the direction of James A. 
Wetnore, Acting Supervising Architect, in a scaled-down interpretation of the 
classically derived "Period" Georgian Revival style (Mineral Point P.O., 
cornerstone; sanbom [map), 1929). The F.R. canb Construction eoopany received 
the contract for a bid price of $19,107 to construct the federal building 
during the year 1924-1925 (Mineral Point Tribune, 7 .April 1924). The small , 
rectangular post office building displays a symretrical fonnal arrangement 
enriched, in a minirra.l manner, by classical Georgian and Federal stylistic 
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devices. This architecturally significant red brick, flat roofed, on~story 
building is constructed on an elevated brick foundation accented by a narrow 
white nasonry string course [water table]. It is further ornamented by a 
small, plain projecting cornice of white rrasonry along the top of the front 
as well as the east and west elevations and plain brick parapet rising above 
the cornice. The entrance, located in the central bay of the front elevation, 
is distinguished by a i.«>Clden classical frontispiece featuring a triangular 
pediirent resting on capped pilasters and is fitted with a paneled door topped 
by a transan window. A pair of rectangular windows with six over six lights 
placed in blind arch brick bays flank the entrance. A series of similar 
arched bays and rectangular windows also characterize the side elevations. 
Multipaned windows with transan windows flank the rear entrance door. 

School Buildings 

School buildings probably were the earliest public buildings constructed in 
the ccmnunity of Mineral Point . The first school in Mineral Point and arrong 
the first in IO'Na county reportedly was established in 1829. Several private 
schools and a "Protestant" school were opened for short periods of time before 
the first public school was first opened in 1837. The .first building built 
specifically for educational purposes was constructed of brick and stone in 
1840 . School facilities, which were closed for varying periods of time for 
various reasons, did not becare a constant part of the architectural landscape 
in Mineral Point until public funds were allotted for education. In 1857, 
lots in Block 93 of Strong•s Addition to the city were purchased as a building 
site and a plans were rrade for a substantial school building. A private 
school built in 1857 and known as "the Seminary" was acquired for a high 
school by the city of Mineral Point in 1861 for a high school (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 24 March 1857, 5 May 1857; Histocy of Iowa County, 1881:689-690). 
Three historic school buildings continue to display historic architectural 
integrity. All of these buildings were built in the early 20th century. 

Rananesque Revival Style 

Rananesque styled school architecture enployed the round arched medieval style 
introduced into the united States in the 1840s. The semi-circular arches used 
for the openings often are repeated in the corbel table under the eaves and 
under string courses. In the late 19th century, the Rananesque Revival often 
took the fonn of the Richardsonian Rananesque Revival, which depended on the 
overall effect of rrass, volume and scale rather than decorative ornamentation. 
Large scale arched openings, broad roof planes, short tc:Mers and unifonn rock 
faced exterior surfaces are errployed. 

The tv-0 school buildings constructed during the year 1903-1904 both display 
varying axrounts of classical historic stylistic devices. The t11«>-story 
Mineral Point High School at 530 Maiden Street(34/6) is characterized by rock 
faced limestone elevations generally associated with the Rananesque Revival 
style. This building, constructed on a high partially exposed foundation, 
features intersecting hip roofs broken by hip roofed do:cners and a gable 
roofed entrance bay that projects slightly fran the front elevation. The tv.0-
story entrance bay is characterized further by m:xiillions under the raking 
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cornice, cornice retUins in the gable ends, and a triparte segnental arched 1-1 

window on the upper story. A segnental arched entrance with recessed door and 
stairway are located on the lower story. Three-sided bay windows add to the 
irregularity of the font\S. This rustic appearing school originally was 
covered by a slate roof. This building, apparently based in part on a 
Rananesque Revival styled design proposed by the architect F.S. Allen of 
Joliet, Illinois, as early 1900, was built by in a team of independent local 
contractors including Charles curtis, Hentan Enzenroth ands. Jenkin on a site 
cooprised of the old "Saninary" school property and the old Goldsi,,orthy mining 
property (Iowa county Derrocrat, 2 April 1903, 27 September 1900, 7 May 1903 . 
The Mineral Point High School building, constructed at a cost of $36,00-
$37,000 in 1903-1904, was used for the grade school after a new high school 
was built in 1925 (Iowa county Demx:rat, 26 February 1903, 7 May 1903, 10 
December 1903, 20 October 1904, 9 March 1905) . When a new grade school was 
constructed in the 1960s, it becarre the Mineral Point Middle School (Nelson, · 
Interview, 1992) . • 

Vernacular Buildinos 

Often constructed according to local custan, buildings are described as 
vernacular when they are not designed by an architect and when they cannot be 
described in tent\S of a particular accepted style or at least influenced by a 
recognized style of the period in which it was constructed . 

A vernacular brick design with classical overtones was used for St. Mary's 
catholic Grade School at 216 Davis Street(21/4) in 1904. Tilis tw:rstory , 
school building was constructed of red brick by local contractors HeIIIBil 
Enzenroth and the Ellery Brothers so it would "correspond with the church" 
(Iowa county Dem:>crat, 31 December 1903, 7 April 1904, 7 July 1904, 19 January 
1905). St Mary's School is constructed on a high stone foundation and 
features steep intersecting gable roofs accented by an octagonal cupola. 
This red brick building is ornarrented by contrasting white stone lintels and a 
white cut-stone foundation that is in keeping with the Victorian 
"constructional coloration" theory of architectural decoration. St Mary's 
catholic School was dedicated on February 2, 1905(Iowa county Dem:>crat, 19 
January 1905. In the 1960s, this school, which housed living quarters of the 
teaching sisters for 47 years, was carpletely renovated and a 42 x 92 foot 
addition that included a gynnasium was constructed on the west side of the 
building (Fiedler, 1962:194-197). 

Late Gothic Revival Style 

Dependent on the English Perpendicular style, the Late Gothic style was nore 
subdued than the earlier Gothic style, which was characterized by steeply­
pitched roofs, pointed arched windows, pinnacles, battlanents and tracery. In 
school buildings whose character was determined by functional requiranents, . 
Gothic touches in the early 20th century were applied to suggest rather thari 
imitate the style. When erployed in school architecture, the Late Gothic 
style is also referred to as the COllegiate Gothic style. COllegiate Gothic 
was introduced at Bryn Mawr in the early 1890s and is generally associated 
with the buildings at the turn of the century on the Princeton and Yale 
University carrpuses. 

..... 
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Mineral Point High school, the last of the three significant representatives 
of school architecture in Mineral Point , was designed in the collegiate Gothic 
style by the Madison architect Edward Tough in 1924 . The school building was 
constructed at 706 Ridge Street(35/27) during the year 1924-1925 (Mineral 
Point Tribune, 6 March 1924). This two-story, flat roofed, red brick school 
features a recessed front elevation characterized by a bands of windows 
arranged in groups of five on the upper and lower stories . The recessed 
facade is flanked by projecting, Gothic influenced brick entrance towers 
featuring plain solid brick wall that are articulated only by vertical, two­
story, raised brick pilasters and white rrasonry, arched entrances on the l~r 
story. The well-preserved front elevation is topped by a stylized 
entablature . The entablature is decorated in a minirral rranner by stylized 
Gothic ornament typical of the early 20th century including pointed arched 
pedirrents placed above the entrance towers, and a ITOre elaborate pointed 
arched pedirrent over the recessed facade in the center of the building. In 
addition, stylized Tudor arched frontispieces ornament the entrances . This 
building, constructed to house the high school , which fomerly was located in 
the stone school building at 530 Maiden Street(34/6) , received a substantial 
addition in 1959 (Fiedler , 1962:192) . 

Social Buildings 

Mineral Point has a long history of social and fraternal organizations and 
clubs. Most often roans were rented or social hall or lodge rOCJ'IS were 
constructed on the second floors of the large coomercial buildings such as the 
Masonic Hall on the second floor of the Samuel Coad Block at 206 High 
Street(43/29) in 1864 and later in 1877 in the Toay Block at 110 High 
Street(14/22) (National Derocrat , 16 Noverrber 1877; Mineral Point Tribune, 7 
December .1864, 14 June 1865). '1.\,,o historic buildings designed specifically to 
be used as a social hall or lodge remain in the Mineral Point Historic 
District . 

Greek Revival 

The Greek Revival style, an earlier classical revival style, was an adaptation 
of the classic Greek tenple front enploying details of the Doric, Ionic or 
COrinthian order. Popular fran 1830-1860, it is synmetrical and 
characterized by praninent gables framed with heavy noldings. COlurms support 
a full entablature and a lo.,,r pitched pedirrent, although many houses were built 
without the colossal tenple front. Frieze windows and a door surround often 
characterized by a transan over the door, pilasters and side lights were 
canron. Influenced by the new interest in the architecture and culture of 
Greece and Rane in the late 18th and 19th century, t he style was still popular 
when Mineral Point was in its late 1830s to 1860s period of settlement and 
developnent. 

The earliest remaining social building in the Mineral Point Historic District 
is the International Order of Odd Fellows Lodge constructed in 1838 at 112 
Front Street(16/20). This Greek Revival styled building, the first building 
built in Mineral Point devoted entirely to the acccmrodation of the needs of a 
social organization, was constructed for Iowa Lodge No . 1 (Miners Free Press , 
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7 August 1838; History of Ic,,.a County, 1881:707-711) . Constructed during the 
Greek Revival period of architecture, this t~-story, 26 ft x 32 ft, frame 
building displays a terrple front with the appearance of a portico across the 
entire front. The syimetrical front elevation is characterized by a full 
entablature including a heavy projecting cornice at the top of the front 
elevation that is resting on four regularly spaced Greek Doric pilasters . Tile 
central entrance is accented by a classical frontispiece carprised of a full 
eritablature resting on Doric pilasters. The iron railings with the 
inscription "Iowa No. l" continues to ornament the front porch. Cornices over 
the six over six windows and cornice returns in the ends of the low pitched 
gable roof further ornarrent this architecturally significant exanple of the 
Greek Revival style. According to the published building specifications, the 
front elevation was constructed of pine planks with colU!llls and balustrades 
and the sides of weather board. Also, the interior was to have a roan on each 
floor of 18 ft x 32 ft., a recess of 8 ft x 16 ft with a roan of 8 ft square 
on each side (Miners Free Press , 7 August 1838). 

The Iowa Lodge No. 1 Lodge, established in 1835 as the first I.o.o.F. Lodge in 
Wisconsin, was disbanded due to disinterest and financial difficulty by 1843. 
HOvJever, it was resurrected later in 1878. This building, relinquished to 
lien holders when the Iowa Lodge No. 1 folded in 1843, was used as residential 
rental property by its owner, Mary Hales at the turn of the century (History 
of Iowa County, 1881:707-711; Iowa County Dem:>crat , 6 May 1897). Presently, 
this significant building appropriately houses the Wisconsin Odd Fellows 
Museum. 

Classical Revival 

The Masonic Terrple,constructed in 1897 at 306 High Street(24/3),displays an 
eclectic mix of vernacular and Classical Revival influences (Iowa County 
Dem:>crat, 24 June 1897, 23 September 1897, 24 February 1898; Cornerstone) . 
This one-story building, constructed on an elevated foundation of rock-face 
limestone, displays the syimetrical , proportioned fonn of the Classical 
Revival styles; however, the brick elevations are not characterized by 
specific historic ornament . This hip roofed, 30 ft x 48 ft building features 
a hip roofed entrance bay in the center of the front elevation that terminates 
above the roof line and projects slightly in front of the facade. The sinple 
surfaces of Milwaukee brick are articulated by shallow brick panels with 
corbeled brick along the top and a band of corbelled brick along the top of 
the elevations that suggest the presence of a cornice. Chiseled stone window 
lintels over the rectangular windows, chiseled stone belt course linking the 
window lintels, and the white stone foundation contrast with the red brick 
surfaces of this Victorian building. This interior of this well-preserved 
building originally featured red oak woo<iw,rk in the hall and lodge roan and 
the remainder of the building in white pine. The lodge roan originally also 
had a metal ceiling and a stage equipped with scenery . The kitchen and 
banquet roan was located in the baserrent. The Masonic Ledge, designed by 
local builder-architect John Charles, was constructed by Whitford and Sons of 
Dodgeville and the carpenter ~rk was done by Enzenroth and CrcMley and the 
Ellery Brothers(Ic,...e County Dem:>crat, 24 June 1897, 23 Septerri:>er 1897, 24 
February 1898; Mineral Point Tribune, 24 February 1898; sanbom [Ire.pl, 1900, 
1915, 1929). A large brick addition used for a club roan was constructed in 
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1920 on the west side in a manner carpatible with the original design 
(Sanbom [nap], 1929). • 

This is the first building constructed specifically to house the Masonic Lodge 
in Mineral Point . Previously, Mineral Point Lodge No. 1 was housed on the 
second floor of cc:mnercial buildings . The Masonic Tatple was constructed 
after their lodge roans on the upper floor of the Toay Block at 110 High 
Street(l4/22) was destroyed in the destructive fire in May of 1897. <xt June 
3, 1897, the local paper repcrted the Masons had begun rebuilding their 
quarters in the Brewer and Penha.llegan Grocery Store building; however, by the 
24th of June, the Masonic Lodge announced plans to construct their own 
building on the corner of High Street and Henry's Alley (Iowa County Derrocrat , 
6 May 1897, 3 June 1897, 24 June 1897,10 Septenber 1897, 23 SeptE:lti:>er 1897, 24 
February 1898). The Mineral Point Masonic Lodge, repcrtedly the second 
Masonic Lodge established in Wisconsin, was founded in 1840 (History of I<XrJa. 
County, 1881:707) . 

Notes on Sources 

Info:r:mation on Mineral Point ' s public buildings was gathered fran a variety of 
sources. The source of ITOst of the info:r:mation was the local newspaper 
accounts of the original construction and the Sanborn Maps. Background 
info:r:mation was obtained fran several short accounts of camunity history 
written on various occasions such as the 1881 History of Iowa County and 
Fiedler's Mineral Point, A History written in 1962. 

The bibliography for this section is located at the end of the History 
Chapters. 
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Related Mentioned Properties in the Text 

Historic Property Narre Address/Map Code 

Goverrarental Buildings 
Mineral Point Municipal Building 

~ra House and Library 137 High Street(l4/7} 
u.s. Post Office 269 High Street(43/17) 

School Buildings 
st Mary's catholic School 
Mineral Point High School 
Mineral Point High School 

Social Buildings 
I.O.O.F Lodge 
Masonic Terple 

216 Davis Street(21/40 
530 Maiden Street(43/6) 
706 Ridge Street(35/27) 

112 Front Street(16/20) 
306 High Street(24/3) 

Construction 
Date 

1914-1915 
1924-1925 

1904 
1904 
1924-1925 

1838 
1897 
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CHURCH AROUTECTURE 

Introduction 

Church architecture has been a significant element in the physical environment 
of Mineral Point since the 1830s. According to the History of Iowa County, 
six houses of ¼Orship had been constructed by 1850. The earliest extant known 
church building is the small stone Paul's catholic Church built in 1842 at 414 
Ridge Street(32/17). Six representatives of historic church architecture are 
located in the Mineral Point Historic District. Five of these are 
architecturally significant exanples of church architecture. • 

Stylistically, when Mineral Point began to build a pennanent carmunity that 
included substantial church buildings, the Greek terrple styled church building 
was giving way to the irregular, vertical and picturesque fonns of the Gothic 
and Rcrnanesque Revival styles. Stimulated by the carrpaign of A.W. Pugin of 
England to turn away fran pagan fonns, the Gothic Revival was particularly 
favored by Episcopalians and catholics, while the Rcmanesque or early 
Renaissance style was generally preferred by Congregationalist, Methodist and 
other Protestant groups. In Arrerica, the archaeologically correct philosophy 
was incorporated into church design by Richard Upjohn, who spread Gothic 
church design throughout Arrerica in _his influential book, Rural Architecture 
( 1852}. 

The church buildings identified in the Mineral Point Survey daronstrated that 
three of the extant historic churches were influenced by the Gothic Revival 
style, while t¼O display the influence of the Rananesque Revival style. Q-le 
of the early church buildings is a significant exanple of early stone 
vernacular construction. Three of the buildings were constructed of brick, 
t¼O are constructed of stone and one is a frarre building. 

Vernacular 

Buildings or structures are described as vernacular when they are not designed 
by an architect and when they cannot be described in tenrs of a particular 
accepted style or at least influenced by a recognized style of the period in 
which· it was constructed. Vernacular ccmrercial buildings with little or no 
ornarrent associated with a particular architectural style were built 
throughout the settlement period of Mineral Point. The first catholic Church 
in Mineral Point was built in a front gabled vernacular fonn at 414 Ridge 
Street(32/17) in 1842. This, 40 ft x 20 ft, church building, constructed of 
local limestone and sand stone under the direction of Father causse, is 
characterized by twelve over twelve windows with by stone sills that are 
topped by flat stone lintels . The entrance door is located in the center of 
the gabled front elevation. St Paul's mission church, known originally as St. 
Charles, is significant not only as an early church in Mineral Point built by 
rrostly Irish inmigrants, but is also significant as a well-preserved exanple 
of early stone construction. This small church served the catholic 
Congregation until 1860 (Histocy of Iowa County, 1881:719; Fiedler, 1962:174-
178). 
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Gothic Revival 

Based on the premise that pagan foilT'B hardly were appropr-iate for Christian 
\t.Orship , Gothic churches fran the Middle Ages becarre the appropriate rrodel for 
the mid to late 19th century church. Often identified by the characteristic 
pointed arch door and window openings , Gothic Revival style churches -were 
characterized by steep gable roofs, stepped buttresses, window tracery and 
picturesque towers and pinnacles. Popular in various interpretations from the 
1830s until -well into the 20th century, the Gothic style took the form of the 
rrore subdued Neo-Gothic Revival style after the excesses of the ornate High 
Victorian period. Two well-preserved exarrples of the historic Gothic Revival 
styled church building are located in the Mineral Point Historic District. 

The earliest of the two significant exarrples of Gothic 8tyled churches is the 
Trinity Episcopal Church built in 1847 [local histories claim 1846] for $5000 
at 402 High Street(26/8) . This church building, 35 ft x 45 ft, features 
buff limestone foundations and 16 ft high elevations constructed of red brick 
made of locally fired clay (History of Iowa County, 1881:717-718; Fiedler, 
1962:179-181; Wisconsin Tribune, 1 October 1847) . This syrnnetrical, early 
Gothic styled church features a centrally located entrance ta.-Jer that is 
topped by battlements and crenelles . The tower is characterized by pointed 
arch belfry openings and window openings that are ornamented by pointed arched 
stone window hoods, stained glass windows and a gabled entrance porch. 
Pointed arched windows with stained glass lights characterize the remainder 
of the building. The stained glass windows were installed in 1859 (Mineral 
Point Tribune, 28 June 1859). This well-preserved church, which displays the 
sirrple plain surfaces of the Gothic style before it was affected by the color 
and ornamentation of the Victorian era, is further characterized by corner 
buttresses. The Trinity Episcopal Church in Mineral Point i,,.ias organized in 
1839. A rectory and parish school were built in the 1860s (History of Io.,.,a 
County, 1881:717-718; Fiedler, 1962:179-181; Miners Free Press , 17 December 
1839; Sanborn [map], 1894-1929) 

The later, rrore picturesque and rrore massive interpretation of the Gothic 
Revival style characterizes the architecturally significant stone Methodist 
Episcopal Church carpleted in 1871 at 400 Doty Street(26/7) (History of Iowa 
County, 1881:715-717; Fiedler, 1962:170-171). This Victorian church design 
features asymnetrical towers at the ends of th~ facade as well as an entrance 
tower in the center of the front elevation. The taller north tower features a 
steep gable roof with gablets, corner buttresses and pointed arch door opening 
and belfry openings as well as lancet windows on the tower base. The less 
ornate south tower barely extends above the roof line and features an 
octagonal shape and long lancet windows on the lower and upper story. The 
center entrance tower is characterized by a cross gabled roof with decorative 
articulated m::>lding along the eaves and raking cornice. It is further 
characterized by a large pointed arch window with stained glass lights and 
oculus on the upper story, corner buttresses and a pointed arch entrance. 
Pointed arch windows with stained glass lights and corner buttresses further 
characterize this Victorian Gothic church building. Blocks of white • 
sandstone, cut by Mineral Point stone masons and taken to site by horse and 
i,,.iagon fran a local quarry, give the church the massive appearance typical of 
the Victorian Gothic style . The Methodist Episcopal Church, designed by John 
C. Cochrane and George Otis Garnsey , ah architectural firm fran Chicago, was 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 402 High St., 
Photograph: 1992 by Joan Rausch 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 400 Doty St . , 
Photograph : 1992 by Joan Rausch 

1846-1847 

1867-1871 



206 

constructed during the years 1867 to 1871 at a cost of $32,000. This church 
was rehabilitated in 1961 at a cost of $143,000. The First Methodist Church, 
also referred to as the Methodist Episcopal Church and the oldest congregation 
in Mineral Point , erected their first church , a log building, in 1834 and 
built their second church of stone a few years later in 1838 (Building 
Inscription [Cochrane & Garnsey, architects]; cornerstone [I.aid 1867]; 
National Demx:rat, 27 May 1868, 12 August 1868, 25 August 1869; History of 
Iowa County , 1881:715-717; Fiedler, 1962:170-174) . • 

The ranaining historic Gothic Revival styled church building was constructed 
for the Primitive Methodist congregation at 303 Maiden Street(l7/29) in 1892-
1893 (Iowa County Derrocrat, 24 April 1891, 29 July 1892 , 30 January 1893 , 4 
August 1893; Fiedler, 1962:181-186). This frame church, constructed on a high 
stone foundation, exhibits the multiple fonns and pointed arch windows of the 
Victorian Gothic Revival style; however, this church building has lost 
considerable historic integrity and is no longer viewed as a significant 
exanple of the Gothic Revival styled church building. The Primitive Methodist 
Church, originally stucco covered, has been covered by siding and the steeple 
has been rerroved from the tower. The Primitive Methodist Church was organized 
in 1848 by people who had withdrawn from the Methodist Episcopal Church 
(Wisconsin Tribune, 10 August 1849, 14 December 1849; Fiedler, 1962: 181) . 
This congregation built their first church of stone in 1849 and replaced it 
with another stone church in 1868 (National Derrocrat, 12 August 1869, 30 
August 1871; Fiedler, 1962: 181-186) . The Primitive Methodist affiliated with 
the Congregational Conference of Wisconsin in 1913 and became known as the 
First Congregational Church of Mineral Point (Fiedler, 1962:184). 

Rananesque Revival 

An alternative to the Gothic Revival at the mid-19th century, the Rananesque 
Revival became the dominant influence in the second half of the century . 
Whereas the Gothic style was a revival of English origin, the Rananesque 
Revival style if the 19th century was initiated in Germany and southern 
Europe. The Rananesque Revival style in the mid-19th century also was 
popularized in America by Richard Upjohn. Used for all openings, the 
characteristic semicircular arch fonn also was repeated in miniature in corbel 
tables under string courses and eaves including the raking eaves of the gable. 
Towers, of ten one taller than the other, rra.y be topped with pyramidal roofs or 
parapets or occasionally with Gothic spires. ~ exanples of historic 
Raranesque Revival styled church buildings are located in the Mineral Point 
Historic District, both of which are constructed of brick. Both churches were 
built for catholic congregations. 

These two significant, well-preserved exant)les of the Rananesque Revival 
styled church in Mineral Point were built in the early 20th century. The rrore 
ornate of the two Rananesque styled churches was built at the turn of the 
century in a rrore traditional interpretation of the Raranesque style. St 
Mary's catholic Church was constructed at 224 Davis Street(21/5} in 1901 (Iowa 
County Demx:rat , 14 November 1901, 7 July 1904, 19 Decanber 1901; Crawford-, -
1913:185-186; Fiedler , 1962:185-186) . This gabled roofed, 46 ft x 120 ft 
church is constructed of Menaninee pressed brick on a stone foundation. It 
features a four-story, 80 foot high central tower and steeple characterized by 
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gablets around the base of the steeple, a belfry at the third stage, narrow 
round arched windows on the second stage and a small rose stained glass window 
above the round arched entrance. A gabled door surround accents the door and 
the round arched tyrrpanum. The tall tower is flanked by a pair of short 
polygonal shaped towers with round arched entrances to the side aisles. A 
small round "baptistery" with a conical roof extends off the southeast corner 
of the church. This turn of the century late Victorian building is further 
ornamented by round arched windows with stained glass lights, buttresses along 
the side elevations and arched corbel tables along the eaves of the front 
elevation and along the overhang of the horizontal divisions of the tower . St 
Mary's, constructed for a German and Northern European parish rrore canfortable 
with the Raranesque style used rrore often in the mid-19th in their native 
land, displays the rrore traditional m:xle of the Raranesque Revival. However, 
this church also is characterized by the contrasting coloration of the red 
brick surfaces ·and the white stone ornament that is typical of the Victorian 
period. St. Mary's Church was dedicated on December 17, 1901 (Mineral Point 
Tribune, 19 December 1901). The church was frescoed in 1913 by Joseph 
Herrmann and a clock with four faces was in stalled in the church tower in 
1914. St Mary's Church and School were established in 1870 when the German 
element withdrew from the "Irish" st Paul's catholic Church (History of Iowa 
County, 1881:720; Fiedler, 1962:185-186; Crawford, 1913:185-186). The present 
church replaced the original frame church built in 1870 and dedicated on 
November 18, 1873 (National Derrocrat, 20 November 1873). 

, 
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11f1i ! -~J!J;li: 
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, 224 Davis St., 1901 
Historic Photograph , History Room, Mineral Point Library 
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A less carplicated, nore stylized interpretation of the Ramanesque Revival 
style is exhibited by the church building constructed in 1910 for the 
congregation of St. Paul's catholic Church at 414 Ridge Street(32/16) (Iowa 
County Dem:>crat, 17 November 1910, 11 December 1910; Fiedler, 1962:174-178} . 
St Paul's Church features a gable roof and displays dark vitrified brick 
elevations on an elevated stone foundation constructed of stone fran the 
previous church on the site. It also features non-traditional short gabled 
entrance bays placed at the west ends of the side elevations and a central , 
four-story, 85 foot high tower and steeple. The tower is characterized by 
stylized round arched pedimental forms at the base of the steeple, staged 
buttresses, round arched belfry openings, long round arched windows with 
stained glass lights and a rectangular entrance. This early 20th century 
building is further characterized by round arched windows of varying sizes 
with stained glass lights and accents of white Bedford stone used for the caps 
on the buttresses, to outline the pediments at the base of the steeple and the 
horizontal divisions of the tower. The window lights were crafted of "Munich 
and London glass". This abstracted and stylized early 20th century Romanesque 
Revival church was designed by the architect F.H. Kerrp of Beloit and 
constructed by Lawrence Gibbons. St Paul's, the first catholic congregation 
in Mineral Point, built their first church, known as St Charles catholic 
Church, in 1842(33/17}. The present church is the third church built by the 
St Paul's congregation, which originally was carposed mainly of Irish 
imnigrants (Iowa County History, 1881:718-719; Iowa County Dem:>crat, 17 
November 1910, 11 December 1910; Fiedler, 1962:174-178) . 

Notes on Sources 

The best sources for the construction dates and other building infonnation on 
church architecture in Mineral Point were the local newspapers , building 
inscription, the local histories written by George Fiedler in 1962 and the 
1881 History of Iowa County. In rrost cases , the architects and building 
contractors of the buildings were not reported by the newspaper or in the 
local histories. 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

Historic Property Name Address/Map Code 

St. Mary's Catholic Church 224 Davis St (21/5) 
Methodist Episcopal Church 400 Doty St (26/7) 
Trinity Episcopal Church 402 High St (26/8) 
Primitive Methodist Church 303 Maiden St (17/29) 
St. Paul's catholic Church 414 Ridge St (32/16) 
St. Charles Church (St Paul's Mission Church) 

414 Ridge St (32/16) 

1867-1871 

Construction 
Date 

1901 

1846-1847 
1892 
1909 

1842 

-
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RESIDENTIAL AROiITECTURE 

The architectural styles of the historic houses in the Mineral Point His toric 
District range fran the vernacular form.s bui 1 t by Cornish inmigrants in the .. 

• mid-19th century through the historic and early rrodern styles of the early • • • 
20th century. However, as builders and architects selected ideas fran a 
variety of sources, many buildings have their own spec ial character and can be 
referred to as being influenced by a style rather than as an exarrple of a 
specific style . 

The architectural survey derronstrates fashionable houses in Mineral Point are 
were built around the north, south and west edges of the comnercial distr ict . 
A concentration of rrodest houses of early stone construction is located on the 
historic Hoard Street, which has been renarred Shake Rag Street. The 19th and 
early 20th century character of the densely populated residential areas around 
the coomercial district has received minirral alteration through the 
construction of contemporary styled buildings. New residential construction 
has occurred mainly near the city limits , particularly near the north and west 
city limits and the northeast ooundaries of the city of Mineral Point . 

The significant exarrples of residential architecture in Mineral Point were 
built during the period beginning with the mid-19th century building bean and 

JOSEPH GUNDRY HOUSE, 
Historic Photograph, 

234 Madison St . , 1867-1868 
History Room, Mineral Point Library 
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ending in the first decade of the 20th century . Toe evidence provided by the 
Mineral Point SUrvey indicate the majority of the residents lived in houses 
generally referred to as vernacular. 

Generally, only the extant historically inportant and/or houses that appear to 
have retained their historic integrity will be i-ncluded in the following 
di.scussion. More detailed infonnation on individual houses is located on the 
individual intensive sUIVey fonns. Copies of the forms are located in the 
City Office at City Hall in Mineral Point and in the Historic Preservation 
Office at the State Historical SOciety of Wisconsin in Madison. 

Much infonration alx>ut Mineral Point and its architecture remains untouched by 
this survey due to time constraints and because it is outside the purpose of 
the survey. Research on ethnic building practices as well as the building 
history of vernacular construction methods, which particularly characterize 
architecture in Mineral Point, ~uld contribute substantially to our 
understanding of the architectural history of Mineral Point. 

Nineteenth Century Residential Architecture 

In the second half of the 19th century, particularly between the end of the 
Civil War and the turn of the century , .krerican architects experimented with a 
variety of historical sources and symbols. Classical , Italianate, Queen .Anne 
Gothic Revival and French Second Enpire were arrong the sources that shaped the 
architectural environment of Mineral Point in the 19th century. In this 
period, architecture was in a state of flux as styles quickly cane and left. 
In addition , the drive for a true American architecture by architects , 
particularly after the Civil War, encouraged experimentation and greater 
creativity with varied fonns, resulting in a period characterized by 
edecticism that continued into the 20th century. As a result, Victorian fonn 
often canbined Italianate and Gothic elements into a design further 
carplicated by the addition of the Nee-Classical influence sti1111lated by the 
1876 Philadelphia Centennial and by the Colurrbian Exposition in 1893. In 
addition, the E11Phasis on the picturesque popularized earlier in the 19th 
century continued to affect architectural styles throughout the Victorian 
period. The exchan<19 of ideas on a natural basis through books and 
periodicals and the chan<19 to infonnal living fueled the eclectic nature of 
Anerican architecture after the Civil War. As builders selected ideas fran a 
·variety of sources, houses were an interesting analgarn of styles qiving each 
building its own special character rather than a specific style. 

Federal Mannerisms 

Generally described as austere, the Federal style is typified by a low pitched 
roof, srrooth facade, large glazed areas and elliptical fan light with flanking 
side lights. As the style was popular 1780 to 1820 before Wisconsin or 
Mineral Point was established, the buildings displaying these characteristics 
rrore often can rrore properly be identified as having characteristics of the 
style but can not be identified as of the Federal style. Federal style double 

-
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chinneys and parapets at both gable ends of a rectangular form with plain 
brick elevations is the main Federal styled mannerism found on four 
architecturally significant houses in the Mineral Point Historic District. 
Tw::> of these houses had the ends walls rem:wed and were restored in recent 
tirres. The William Tregay House, which exhibits alnost no "~sque" 
ornament as is typical of the style, was built at 230 Fountain Street(l9/2) 
around 1844 (Mirieral Point , Tax Records, 1840-1900). It features the tw:> 
chinneys, which flank end vJa.11s or parapets rising above the roof line at 
both ends of the house . The gable roofed, t1.<.K)-story, red brick Tregay house 
features flat stone lintels over rect~gular windows with six over six lights . 
Half windows with stone lintels on the upper story and an off-set, side 
lighted entrance topped by a transan window arid a flat stone lintel further 
characterize the front elevation. The chinneys, the brick elevations, the six 
over six windows as well as the roof were restored around 1976 (Hl.llllberstone 
and Jenkin, 1976). Similarly, the two-story, brick house constructed for the 
lawyer Parley F.aton House in 1846-1847 at 105 Jail Alley(20/3) displays only 
the parapet end walls and chinneys and sirrple classic "brick box" appearance 
of the Federal Style. The F.aton House is further characterized by plain six 
over six windows and a sirrple, off-set sidelighted entrance, both topped by a 
flat stone lintels. Like the Tregay House, the F.aton House was rem:xieled 
rerroving the original stepped gables and chinneys and the original roof . 
This early house, constructed of local salnon colored brick elevations on a 
partly exposed foundation of local lirrestone, was rerodeled in the 1880s while 
the house was owned by NicholasTreweek, who also added a Victorian styled 
porch. Tile original architectural character was restored in the early 1970s. 
The interior of this architecturally significant house continues to display a 
structural system of oak timbers, pine flooring and black walnut banisters , 
hand rail and newel post . A rear one-story wing was added to the house in 
1980. A rear workshop building(20/15) was constructed in 1971 (Mineral Point , 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Bohiin, 1985:9-21) . 

One of the two rerra.ining architecturally significant exanples of the Federal 
influence is the exceptionally well preserved George Priestly House [referred 
to locally as the Thanas Priestly Housel built around 1850 at 505 Church 
Street(26/11). This t\<-0-story, gable roofed brick house also features the 
double chinneys and parapet walls rising above the roof line that is 
characteristic of the Federal influence in Mineral Point. Similarly, this 
house is a "classic box" ornamented by rectangular windcMs with six over six 
lights that are topped by sirrple flat stone lintels; h<'Mever the sidelighted 
entrance, which also is devoid of .Adamesque ornament, is located in the center 
of the facade. The sidelighted entrance is fitted with a sinole paneled door 
and topped by a transan window and a flat stone lintel (Mineral Point, Tax • 
Records, 1840-1900; Mineral Point Guide, n.d.). Also restored in recent 
years, the Charles Strongran House was built in the 1840s, sanetime before 
1847, at 213 Clowney Street(20/33) . This two-story house, constructed of 
local vermilion brick, is characterized by twin chbmeys and parapets at 
both gable ends in rranner similar to the three other Federal styled houses 
in the Mineral Point Historic District. • Also devoid of classical Adamesque 
ornament, this house displays plain rectangular windows with six over six 
lights and an off-set entrance topped by a transan window and flat stone 
lintels. A two-story porch extending across the front of the house has been 
rerroved (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Perrin, 1876:26). 
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Greek Revival Style 

An adaptation of the classic Greek tarple front arploying details of the 
Doric, Ionic or Corinthian order, the Greek Revival style (1830-1860) is 
symnetrical and characterized by praninent gables framed with heavy rroldings. 
Influenced by the new interest in the architecture and culture of Greece and 
Rane in the late 18th and early 19th century, this style was still popular 
when Mineral Point was in its early 1840s and 1850s develoil'f\8nt period. Most 
of the buildings displaying the Greek Revival influence in Mineral Point are 
vernacular interpretations of the style. These buildings utilize the idea of 
an entablature (cornice, frieze, and architrave) ccrnbined with sirrple gable 
roofed fonns. 

Most of the representatives of Greek Revival residential architecture in the 
Mineral Point Historic District are vernacular houses constructed of local 
stone that display a rrodified Greek Revival style characterized by the limited 
utilization of the architectural details of the style. Am:>ng the best 
preserved exarrples of the Greek Revival style is the John Bracken House 
constructed, reportedly constructed by a Genran stonerrason, in 1846 at 235 
Davis Street(21/10}. Tilis one and a half story, stone house, features a 
sirrple low pitched gable roof. It is characterized by a classical 
entablature, a symnetrical design and six over six windows, \t.hich are camonly 
associated with the Greek Revival style. Tile entablature features a 
projecting cornice accented by a rCM of dentils along the top of the front 
elevation and a raking cornice and cornice returns decorated by a rCM of 
dentils in the gable ends . This exceptionally well preserved house, built for 
John Bracken, who -was a tanner by trade, is further characterized by a sirrple 
sidelighted door, centrally located in the long side of the house that is 
topped by a transan window and flat stone lintels. The sinple rectangular 
windows also are topped by flat stone lintels. An addition with an exposed 
foundation is located at the rear (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; 
Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976; Mineral Point Guide, n.p.; Perrin, 1962:114) 

Classical details associated with the Greek Revival also characterize the 
large tv.K>-story house constructed of local limestone in 1854 at 115 Ridge 
Street(33/25) for Henry Plowran, the owner of the newspaper, the Miner's Free 
Press. In the scaled down manner that is typical of the Greek Revival styled 
architecture in Mineral Point, this house displays the low pitched roof, plain 
entablature with cornice returns in the gable ends, window treat:Irent and 
sidelighted entrance of the Greek Revival style. 'This S'YJ'(l'letrical designed 
house is further characterized by flat stone window and door lintels and six 
over six windows. A door is located in the center of the long side of the 
house on the lower story and on the upper story. Apparently, this house 
earlier featured a long t\\0-story porch and a "widow's walk" (Mineral Point, 
Tax Records, 1840-1900; Mineral Point Tribune, 3 January 1855; Mineral Point 
Guide, n.d.). A smaller, less elaborate brick house located at 311 High 
Street(23/28) displays a similar, restrained Greek Revival appearance. 'This 
house also features the main entrance in the long side of the house and 
displays only an entablature with the cornice returns in the gable ends and a 
side lighted entrance; however, this house, which has less historic 
architectural integrity than the above exanples, has an off-set entrance. It 
was built in the mid-1840s for David w. Jones (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900). Cornice returns in the street facing gable end, six CNer six 
windows and a low pitched gable roof remain O!J the Fiiward Coad House built 
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between 1853-1856 at 230 South Street(55/23) . The Greek Revival style of this 
eclectic house is ccrrpranised by the one-story east wing ornamented by a round 
arched Italianate styled window (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900) . 

Arrong the earliest of the extant exarrples of the Greek Revival influence is 
the Moses Strong House at 525 Fountain Street(32/22}, which was constructed in 
several parts in the mid-19th century beginning around 1839-1840 (Mineral 
Point , Tax Records; 1830-1900; Perrin , 1976:26; Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976; 
Mineral Point Guide, n.d.; Duckett, 1955:35} . This two-story house, 
constructed of local buff and grey lirrestone, displays the rrore traditional 
tarple front, sited to face the street. The street facing, pedimented gable 
end of the house is framed by heavY rrolding with cornice returns creating the 
suggestion of a Greek tarple front . This house is further characterized by 
sinple rectangular window openings with six over six lights that are topped by 
plain flat stone lintels and an off-set entrance. The entrance, originally 
featuring a side lighted door , has been altered by the addition of board 
paneling and a srra.ller door . The Strong house , built for 1-t:>ses Strong the 
state legislator and businessman praninent during Mineral Point's settlerent 
period, received a substantial two-story rear addition in 1866, creating a L­
shaped house (National Darocrat, 1 September 1866; History of Iowa County, 
1881:874-875). The additional land around this historic house was sold and 
divided into lots in 1899 and the house is presently divided into apartrrents 
(Iowa County Demxrat, 11 May 1899) 

Greek Revival details also were used in the early frame or tini>er frame houses 
built in Mineral Point in the mid-19th century. The rrost significant exanple 
of a Greek Revival styled building constructed of wood in the Mineral Point 
Historic District is the I.O.O.F. Tarple built at 112 Front Street(l6/20) in 
1838 (Miners Free Press, 7 August 1838}. This well preserved building, used 
as a residence for rrany years before it was restored as the Wisconsin odd 
Fellows Museum, is the rrost elaborate interpretation of the teuple fronted 
Greek Revival style in the city. It is discussed further under the section on 
Public and Social Architecture . A nuch less elaborate exanple of the Greek 
Revival influence at 18 Shake Rag Street(37/9} is essentially a side gabled 
vernacular early frame house built during the same period that is 
characterized by minimal Classical/Greek Revival stylistic devices. Qlly 
short cornice returns in the gable end resting on full-length comer pilasters 
associated with the classically derived styles ornament this two-story well­
preserved house. The symnetrical design of this house features a central 
entrance flanked by a pair of windows, plain rectangular windcMs with six over 
six lights. This frame house, reportedly constructed between 1838 and 1842, 
originally may have been an inn or boarding house. The presence of a door on 
the upper story, which was uncovered when the house was renovated, and family 
tradition suggest the presence of a two story veranda. This mid-19th century 
house, presently named the "Coach House" was renovated as part of the Shake 
Rag Under the Hi 11 marketplace project [originally called Shake Rag Valley] 
and serves as its gift shop (Shake Rag Under the Hill, Brochure; Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976). 

Several other frame houses in the Mineral Point Historic District such as the 
frame John Mc Nair House built around 1847 at 301 Doty Street has retained 
only the low pitched roof and the cornice returns in the gable ends of its 
Greek Revival style. All other architectural details were raroved when 
contEITl)Orary siding was added to this house (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
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1900). The William T. Henry House built in 1848-1849 at 305 Fountain 
Street(l8/27) also displays Classical architectural details; however, this 
house has been rerodeled several times and has lost much of its historic 
architectural significance (Nelson, Interview, 1992; Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900). 

Gothic Revival Style 

American architectural fashion diversified greatly in the 1840s. The early 
Gothic Revival style (1830-1860) co-existed with the Greek and Italianate 
styles. Andrew Jackson Downing's publications and patternbooks illustrating 
houses in rustic settings helped spark an interest in Gothic Revival 
architecture in the fonnative pericxi of Mineral Point's architectural history . 
The style is characterized .by steeply pitched roofs, wall dormers, chinney 
pots, hood rrolds over the windows and curvilinear trim along the eaves and 
gable edges . 

One of the rrore elaborate exanples of the Gothic Revival influence in the 
Mineral Point Historic District is the Trinity Episcopal Rectory constructed 
in 1868 at 404 High Street(29/9). This brown sandstone one-and-a half-story 
church rectory exhibits the steep gable roofs, dormers, decorative segnental 
arched stone hood rrolds and gingerbread vergeboards or bargeboards that 
identifies it as a Gothic Revival styled building. This house, built in the 
earlier, rrore sirrple Gothic style popular before the Victorian m:xie of the 
style, is further characterized by an open ornamental porch featuring carved 
posts topped by decorative capitals and by a chinney accented by ornarrental 
brick \;X)rk. The Trinity Episcopal Rectory , constructed for a cost of $6,700, 
is part of a carplex that included a stone Gothic Revival styled church and a 
church school (Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1969; History of Ic:Ma County, 
1881:718; Fiedler, 1962:179-181) . 

Ornamental porches and decorative bargeboards on steep gable roofs are the 
nain Gothic Revival architectural details used to characterize the majority of 
the extant houses in Mineral Point, which exhibit Gothic Revival architectural 
character. Three frame houses are airong the best preserved and the rost 
elaborate interpretations of the style. Highly decorative porches featuring 
arched opening and slender colurrns with decorative bracket capitals extend 
across the rrain section and the ell of the house built for James Penhallegan 
at 502 State Street(17/25) around 1878. Pedinented window surrounds and cut­
out ornarnent in the front gable further character this well-preserved house 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). A similar open porch with arched 
openings and elaborate gingerbread ornament is located on the ell of the frarre 
house built around 1870 at 220 7th Street(42/11) (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900) . It also continues to display decorative cut-out bargeboards. 
This house also can be classified as a vernacular gabled ell house with Gothic 
Revival details. Gothic Revival details also were used to add status to 
vernacular front gabled houses. Decorative bargeboards and gingerbread porch 
ornarnentation characterize the well-preserved frame house built at 324 Pine 
Street(22/5) also around 1870 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). 

......, 
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The Gothic Revival style, used for everything fran picturesque tini>er cottages 
to stone castles, characterized brick houses as well as frame and stone houses 
in the Mineral Point Historic District. Arrong the best of the brick 
interpretations of the style is the George W. Cobb House constructed in 1855 
at 605 Cothren Street(17/14) . This well-preserved one and a half story house 
is daninated by a large steep cross gable at the front of the house that is 
ornamented by an elaborate gable ornament. It is further ornamented by a 
decorative porch with arched openings, and slender colunns with bracket 
capitals that extends the full length of the front gabled facade. An arched 
entrance, a bay window, and oculus or row-idel window in the gables further 
characterize this picturesque small house (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900; Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976). Another exceptional exanple of the 
Gothic Revival influence constructed in brick is the Tharas Trerorah House 
built in 1859 at 310 Front Street(l6/33). This t1.t.O-story house, which also 
displays the long round arched and segrental arched windows associated with 
the Italianate style, has curvilinear bargeboards on the front gable. Local 
sources maintain this is the Thanas Davy house was built in 1851 and mxiified 
in 1868. (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Humberstone and Jenkin, 
1976) . 

Sane Gothic Revival influenced houses have retained or originally were 
decorated only by the fanciful bargeboards, the steep gable roof, and 
occasionally Gothic styled window ornament that are essential to the style . 
Arrong the best preserved of houses in the Mineral Point Historic District with 
minimal Gothic ornament is the Richard Kendall House built at 125 North 
Chestnut Street(23/17) in 1870. This sirrple front gabled vernacular 
interpretation displays only the steep roof and curvilinear trim along the 
gable edge of the Gothic style. Other houses in the Mineral Point Historic 
District that have retained mainly the steep gable roof and decorative 
bargeboards of the Gothic Revival style include the Thanas Vincent House 
constructed in the late 1860s at 115 Clowney Street(23/13) , the H & D Loyd 
House built arow-id 1855 at 515 Mineral Street(38/13), the?? House built in 
John Wasley House at 402 Doty Street(29/26), the John Lanyon House constructed 
in 1870 at 519 Doty Street(29/15), the small John B. Terry-W.H. curry cottage 
built at 326 High Street(18/26) in 1859 [remxleled c.1910] and the Adam Goelz 
House constructed at 116 Spruce Street(36/17) arow-id 1895 (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Pemberstone and Jenkin, 1976). Other houses in Mineral 
Point display only minimal indications of the Gothic Revival influence such as 
a steep gable roof and roof or wall dormers . Well preserved vernacular houses 
with steep gable roofs and minimal Gothic Revival ornament include the 
Jackson-Whalen House built in c.1865 and m:xiified around 1890 at 401 State 
Street(16/27), and the Allen-Jeuck House constructed around 1880 at 915 South 
Wisconsin(39/8). Srrall cottages such as the W.J. Cox House built in 1857 at 
210 Front Street(16/29) and the Abraham GoldS\t.Orthy House built in 1858 at 423 
Mineral Street(28/19) display only a Gothic Revival styled, steep gabled wall 
dormer with plain bargeooards over the center of the front elevation. 

Italianate Style 

Another alternative architectural style in mid-19th century Arrerica, the 
Italianate "Bracketed Style" {1840-1880) exerted influence on the 
architectural environrrent in Mineral Point during the same period as the 
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Greek Revival and the Gothic Revival styles. Rectangular or cubic in shape, 
the Italianate styled house is characterized by wide eaves supported by 
brackets, tall thin windows frequently covered by hood m::>lds, pedirrents or 
cornices .and a low pitched roof often topped by a cupola. Several of Mineral 
Point's rrost prestigious and nost elaborate houses i,,,ere constructed in the 
Italianate style. 

The best preserved and rrost elaborate exarrple of the Italianate styled house 
in the Mineral Point Historic District is the Joseph Gundry House built in 
1867-1868 at 234 Madison Street(21/14) in 1867 (Mineral Point Tribune, 6 
January 1869; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900: Gundry House [Brochure]; 
Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976) . This two-story, cubic shaped house, 
constructed of sandstone, features a hip roof with overhanging eaves topped by 
a flat roofed cupola. The overhanging eaves are ornam:mted by pronounced 
rroldings that folll'IS a round pedirrent accent over the center bay of the front 
elevation. The eaves are further decorated by brackets and rCM of dentils . 
The roof of the cupola is accented by similar ornarrentation and the elevations 
of the cupola features an arcade of round arched windC1NS. A roundel is 
located in the tyrrpanum of the pedirrent at the top of the front elevation. 
The Gundry House , originally sited on an estate of eleven acres , is further 
characterized by segrrental arched windows topped by raised stone segnental 
arched window hoods accented by stone keystones. An open full-lenqth porch on 
the front elevation is supported by round colurms with Corinthian capitals. 
The porch entrance, which rest on Corinthian colurms, is accentuated by a 
triangular pediment decorated by heavy rrolding and a row of dentils on the 
raking cornice . This Classical Revival styled porch was added in 1912 {Gundry 
House [Brochure]). Sare of the windows were changed to large plate glass in 
1891 (Iowa County Delrocrat, 27 March 1891). This exceptional exanple of the 
Italianate style was built for Joseph Gundry, who imnigrated £ran Cornwall in 
1845 and established the Gundry and Gray Dry Goods Store in 1850 (History of 
Iowa County, 1881:860) . 

The Italianate villa node of the Italianate style, "'1ich was popular fran 
1830 until 1880, was Elll)loyed for the William Lanyon House constructed in 
1854 at 309 Front Street (16/34) (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; 
Mineral Point Tribune, 3 January 1855; Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976; Mineral 
Point Guide, n.d.). This brick, two-story house, constructed on a stone 
foundation, is characterized by intersecting gable roofs with bracketed 
overhanging eaves and a wrap-around porch. A tall square tower with 
bracketed overhanging eaves and arched windows with stone window hoods is 
located in the angle of this asynmetrical, T-shaped house. This picturesque 
house is further ornarrented by flat stone lintels over long windC1NS, a bay 
window and decorative brick work on the chinney . The t,«>-sided porch 
features decorative supports, brackets under the roof eaves, and arched 
openings. This house, which had its rear elevation remxleled to function as 
the front of the house because of street changes in the area in 1945, has less 
architectural significance than the Gundry House because it has lost sane 
historic integrity. The iron fence around the prope..1;ty was made by the Barbed 
Iron Works of LaFayette, Indiana, and installed in 1890. William 's son Cyrus 
Lanyon served as an agent of the crnpany (Iowa county Darocrat, 9 May 1890, 
16 May 1890). 

The picturesque quality of the Italian Villa style is displayed in t\t.O houses 
built of nultiple folll'IS that are profusely decorated by Italianate stylistic 
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details. The picturesque, asynmetrical appearance of the David Jacka House at 
321 Mineral Street(22/31) is the result of the joining of an earlier 1860s 
front gabled house that was a sirrple vernacular interpretation of the Greek 
Revival style with an Italianate square tower and the excessive ornanentation 
of the Victorian period in 1870. David Jacka, a who Chined a general store and 
warehouses fran which he operated a feed and grain business in the 1860s and 
1870s, apparently had the house enlarged using several architectural m:>tifs of 
the Victorian era. This unusual t\<,K)-story frarre house is further characterized 
by iron work, reportedly, ma.de by the local Lanyon Foundry, a bay windc:M on 
the lower story and a t"'-0-story bay window at the front of the house decorated 
by bracketed eaves and cresting rising above the roof of the window bay. The 
t"'-0-story tower in the center of the house is characterized by a concave 
rransard roof topped by cresting, pointed arched as well as round arched 
windows and is covered by fish scale shingles. A decorative bargeboard and 
open porch was added to original house when the house attained its present 
appearance (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Hurrberstone and Jenkin, 
1976). A similar picturesque effect is displayed by the Hartin Ne Collins 
House constructed in 1874 at 315 Mineral Street(22/33). This fraxoo t\<,K)-story 
house is essentially a rectangular shaped house with bracketed overhanging 
eaves that has been given an irregular fonn by the t\..0-story bay windcMs on 
the west elevation and the by the mansard roofed fonn on the east end of the 
house. A gabled donner and an open porch with carved posts and decorative 
capitals add to the irregular appearance of this well preserved house (Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). 

In the Mineral Point Historic District, the rrore fonnally balanced and 
• sym:netrical m::xie of the Italianate style influenced several houses, which 

display the classic cubic shape of the Italianate style. The t\t.0-story, red 
brick house constructed for Alexander Wilson at 110 Dodge Street(33/30) in 
1868 exhibits the fonnal Italian~te style . It exhibits the rectangular shape, 
the low pitched roof topped by a square roof donner and the wide overhanging 
eaves ornamented by paired brackets that is typical of the style. A mansard 
roofed, one and a half story wing attached to the north elevation and a curved 
open front porch gives the house an irregular, picturesque appearance. A 
wooden bay window with a bracketed roof, round arched windows on the north 
wing and segmental arch windows on the main block further characterize this 
mid-19th century house. This well-preserved architecturally significant house 
was constructed for Alexander Wilson, who served as Attorney General of 
Wisconsin and as the City superintendent of Schools and was engaged in the 
banking business (Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869; History: of Iae 
County, 1881: 879; Mineral Point Guide, n.d.). A similar cari:>ination of the 
fonnal cubic shape of the fonnal Italianate style and the mansard roofed wing 
also characterizes the Jarres Br&Jer House built after he purchased the 
property at 526 Fountain Street(32/30) in 1866 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900; Pemberstone and Jenkin, 1976; History of Iowa County, 1881:855). 
This frarre house features a hip roof with overhanging bracketed eaves and 
segmental arched windows topped by arched window heads with corbeled ends and 
articulated keystones. 'The concave mansard roofed wing is ornanmted by 
domier windows with pedirrented roofs and bracketed eaves. .An open porch with 
dentils under the cornice and slender porch colunns with bracket capitals 
extends the full length of the house . .An arched entrance with double leafed 
door topped by an arched window and hood rrold further characterize this mid-
19th century house. 
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Less dramatic exarrples of the Italianate style enploying the m::>re symnetrical 
cubic shape in the design also contribute to the rich architectural 
environment of the Mineral Point Historic District. The Italianate style of 
the t\,,X>-story brick house built for Joseph Snith in 1855-1856 at 425 Ridge 
Street(32/10) depends on its sirrple intersecting cubic shapes that are covered 
by a low roof with overhanging bracketed eaves. This house is topped by a 
rectangular cupola with bracketed overhanging eaves. This house, which 
displays the m::>re classically derived fonnal m::>de of the Italianate style, is 
further characterized by a classical styled entrance door as well as a porch 
supported by classical colunns with a pedimented entrance. The welF-preserved 
barn/coach house at the rear of the house adds to its 19th century 
significance (Mineral Point, Tax Records., 1840-1900). Similarly, the sirrple 
cubic shape ornamented by classical Italianate stylistic details was enployed 
in the design of the Richard Thcrcas-John Gray House built in 1855 at 615 
Maiden Street{33/8). This rrore ornate, two-story frame house features wide 
overhanging eaves accented by heavy rroldings and paired brackets and ' 
decorative window cornices. A tw::>-story gable roofed bay on the west 
elevation featuring cornice returns in the gable end and a bay window on the 
lower story add an element of irregularity to the cubic shape. A 
exceptionally ornate two-sided front porch with bracketed eaves, arched 
openings .and slender colunns with bracket capitals placed on paneled bases add 
to the picturesque appearance of this well-preserved house (Mineral Point , Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Erdman, 1982:33). Sirrple t\,,X>-story cube shaped vernacular 
houses were easily given an Italianate appearance through the addition of 
Italianate stylistic details. The sirrple addition of paired brackets under 
broad eaves and a Victorian porch with carved posts to the two-story, 
vernacular frame house constructed in 1860 for William COrbett at 625 
Washington Street(27/28) are sufficient to create the inpression of the 
Italianate style {Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). 

Italianate stylistic details were frequently used on houses built in a 
vernacular front gabled, side gabled or gabled ell fonn, giving the house a 
fashionable and often eclectic _appearance. The brick, gabled ell "Thanas Davy 
House" at 310 Front Street [City Tax Records indicate this is the Thanas 
Trerorah House] built around 1859, apparently took on an Italianate appearance 
when an addition was constructed during the Italianate period of popularity. 
This eclectic Victorian house received an addition in 1868 that displays the 
rusticated stone quoins and the arched stone window ornamentation of the 
Italianate style; however, decorative Gothic bargeboards were also added to 
correlate the old and new sections (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; 
Htmlberstone and Jenkin, 1976; Mineral Point Guide, n.d . ). 

Italianate stylistic details, often only decorative window treatment and sane 
porch or entrance details, were used to give a house the appearance of the 
fashionable Italianate style. Carving around the round arched windows are 
the only Italianate details remaining on the front gabled house built for John 
Milton at 205 Ridge Street(26/18) around 1860, which was later a.med by Henry 
Clauer. Similarly, projecting Italianate segrental arched window heads inply 
the Italianate style in the sprawling T-shaped frame house constructed for 
Jarres Polkingham at 523 Maiden Street(33/12) in 1876. nie large, syrmetrical , 
side gabled house built for John Nolan at 605 Maiden Street(33/10) in 1859 
displays an Italianate inpression because of the bracketed eaves and the 
classical entrance (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). By the time the 
William Corbett House at 625 Washington Street(27/28) was constructed in 1860, 
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only the paired brackets of the Italianate style under the overhanging eaves 
associate this sinple , frame, vernacular t~-story cube house with the waning 
Italianate style (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). 

French Second Enpire Style 

Developed in France during the 1850s, the French Second Enpire style was the 
rage during the 1870s. Built in a syrrrretrical block shape, often with a 
projecting central pavilion, the second Enpire house is identified by its 
daninant mansard roof, donner windows and richly detailed ornarrentation . 
There are very fE=M exarrples of the influence of the Second Enpire style in the 
Mineral Point Historic District in addition to the previously rrentioned 
rransard roofed wings on the James Brewer House at 526 Fountain Street(32/30) 
and the Alexander Wilson House at 110 Dodge Street(33/30) . The best preserved 
exarrple of the French Second Ehpire influence was built at 329 5th 
Street(57/05) on the south side of the city by Italian inmigrants who came to 
Mineral Point during the late 19th century zinc bean. This house, originally 
constructed around 1842 for James Toay, was rem:xieled and enlarged in the 
later part of the 19th century for George Grange. It is daninated by the 
mansard roof of the French E);rpire style; however, in addition to the roof, 
this Victorian house also is characterized by Italianate bracketed ornaroont 
under the eaves and classical cornice board. In addition, this eclectic house 
features fish scale shingles on the upper story and brick on the lower story, 
decorative window treatment, stone window sills and and stone foundation. A 
root cellar was attached to the house with the construction of a small rear 
addition (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; Humberstone and Jenkin , 
1976) . 

Queen Anne Style 

Queen Anne, a style named after Queen Anne of England who reigned fran 1702 
until 1714, was in actuality a style initiated in the 1860s in England by 
Richard Noman Shaw. Spreading to America in the 1870s in predaninately 
1n00den interpretations, the Victorian Queen Anne style initially based on the 
medieval characteristics of the early 18th century, later incoilX)rated many 
classical details and a less carplicated form. Hoping to return to the 
quality craftsmanship disappearing because of the industrial revolution, Shaw 
built his Queen Anne houses of brick with stone and tile decorations. In 
America, the style, popular fran 1880 to 1910, was often translated into t«>Od. 
relying on shingle patterns and carved, turned and appliqued ornarrentation for 
textures on wall and roof surfaces. Characterized by irregularity of surface, 
texture and plan, the Queen Anne house's architectural features include steep, 
multiple roofs, towers and turrets, projecting pavilions, bays and IX)rches, as 
well as stained glass or leaded glass. Showing practically no regional 
differences, house designs were chosen fran widely circulated pattern books 
and Queen Anne ornament was ordered fran the local lumber yard or supply 
outlet. 

The popularity of the Queen Anne style in the 19th century coincided with 
Mineral Point's zinc boan in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 



220 

Although, the popularity of the Queen Anne styled peaked in 100st areas in the 
19th century, many of the 100re elaborate exarrples of the Queen Anne style in 
Mineral Point were constructed in the early 20th century when the style 
already had begun to wane. Queen Anne styled houses are often altered by the 
addition of rrodern siding and lose their ~en ornamentation in the process . 

Arrong the best preserved and rrost elaborate of the Queen Anne houses in the 
Mineral Point Historic District is the two-story frame house, reportedly, 
designed by a Knoxville Tennesee architect George Barber for a local dentist, 
at 404 Front Street(17/2) in 1911 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930; 
Hunberstone and Jenkin, 1976). This Late Queen Anne house exhibits the 
multiple fonns, irregularity of surface and design typical of the Queen Anne 
style. The hip and gable roofed fonns, including . tv.0-story, gabled, cut-away 
bays that project fran the main block and a gabled roof donner as well as an 
open tv.0-sided porch, create the irregularity of fonn essential to the Queen 
Anne style. This late Queen Anne house is characterized further by decorative 
shingles in the pedimented gable ends and bracketed eaves. TI1e revived 
interest in Classical architecture occurring in the 1890s is reflected in the 
Classical ornamentation such as the Palladian styled window arrangenent in the 
front and side gables, the classical colUims and balustrade on the porch, the 
cornice under the eaves, and the classical rrotif on the gable of the roof 
donrer. 

Constructed at the turn of the century, the St. Paul's Church Rectory at 414 
Ridge Street(32/36) also has retained the characteristic of the Late Queen 
Anne style (Sanborn [map], 1908, 1915, 1929) . TI1e irregularity of fonn 
essential to the Queen Anne style is created in this frame tv.0-story house 
mainly by the irregular hip and gable roofed fonns and by open porches. 
Double gables featuring decorative shingles in their gable ends characterize 
the front elevation . The front elevation is further characterized by a tv.0-
story three-sided bay. A partially enclosed porch with Tuscan colurms 
continues to display a classical pediment over the porch entrance . TI1is 
rectory presently has been reused for retail purposes . 

Classical architectural details were elenents in the design of the najority of 
the Queen Anne styled houses in the Mineral Point Historic District because 
rrost were built in the late 1890s and early 20th century \<.hen the 100re fonnal 
Classical Revival style became popular and the irregular, picturesque, 19th 
century styles began to lose favor. Pedimented gable ends, cornices and open 
porches supported by classical Tuscan colurrns characterize the hip and gabled 
roofed frame house built for Alfred Penhallegan around 1895 at 417 Wisconsin 
Street(17/16) as well as the frame houses constructed in 1901 for Richard 
Benson at 530 Fountain Street(32/31) and for Joseph Fiedler at 427 Doty 
Street(29/22) in 1907 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1925). All of these 
houses also feature at least one three-sided bay, which adds an element of 
irregularity that is associated with the Queen Anne style. In addition to the 
classical details, and three-sided bays, the Joseph Dellen House built around 
1883 at 216 Iowa Street(l8/15) is ornamented further by a shingled upper 
story, bargeboards, and roof donrers that adds further to the irregularity of 
the design. The basic characteristics of hip and gable roofed form;, 
pedimented gable ends, tv.0-story bays and open porches, often featuring 
classical colurms, are displayed also by the following well-preserved frame , 
rrostly vernacular or builder/contractor interpretations of the Queen Anne 
style in the Mineral Point Historic District: the 1890s house at 315 Pine 
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Street(22/9), the Henry Weil House built around 1893 at 205 North Iawa 
Street(22/29), the turn of the century house built around 1895 at 254 Shake 
Rag Street(37/26) , the Alexander Ross House c.1912 at 322 Maiden Street(18/3), 
the Charles Ivey House also built around 1912 at 410 Front Street(17/4), the 
c.1912 house built for W.D. Brown at 418 Doty Street(29/30) and the house 
built around 1895 at 407 North Washington Street(22/21) (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1930). 

The round or polygonal tower or turret and the hip and gable roof shapes 
became popular stylistic devices of t~e Queen Anne style in the 1890s phase of 
this Victorian style. One of the better preserved exanples of the Queen Anne 
style in the Mineral Point Historic District, the Fred Phillips House built in 
1909 at 414 Doty Street(29/29) displays the characteristic tower of the 1890s 
and the Queen Anne style. The multiple fonns and irregular fonns in this 
frarre picturesque house include a roof dorner and an open porch in addition to 
the conical roofed tower. The steep gable roof, leaded glass and the shingles 
on the tower draw attention to the medieval aspect of the Queen Anne style 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1930). A conical tower also characterizes 
the Queen Anne influenced house built for Ernest c. Fiedler at 406 Doty 
Street(29/27}; however, this house, which has an altered front porch, has less 
architectural integrity (Mineral Point, Tax Records , 1840-1930). 

Builder-contractors easily used elements of the Queen Anne style as ornaments 
on the traditional building types. They built abstracted scaled down versions 
of the style, obtaining plans fran pattern books or builder's guides. 
Although the small house built for F.c. Weidenfedler at 710 Washington 
Street(27/32) c . 1883 exhibits sirrple fonns and sinple wall surfaces, the 
builder used considerable Queen Anne and Gothic ornament to characterize the 
hip and gable roofed fonns associated with the Queen Anne style. This well­
preserved one-and-a-half story frarre house is ornamented by bargeboards, gable 
ornaments, window cornices and a stained glass window in the roof donrer. 

Twentieth Century Residential Architecture 

The Period Revival styles, which copied elements of past styles to create new 
buildings, daninated the early 20th century residential construction in 
America. Popular periodicals, such as Country Life, encouraged Jimerican taste 
for Revival styles and provided illustrated designs as well. Catalogs of 
house plans and Sears Roebuck pre-cut CCJ'!l)Onents could be ordered by anyone 
everywhere in America. However, a national reaction against the decorative 
and errotional historic styles of the 19th century existed sinultaneously with 
the popular taste for Period Revival styles. The Bungalow, originally 
conceived without historic ornarrent, appeared in the early decades of the 20th 
century in Mineral Point. As public taste was undergoing a negative reaction 
to the decorative excess of the Victorian era, they also were reviving their 
interest in the sinple lines of the Classical style . 

As the 19th century and early 20th centuries boan periods declined and as the 
population stabilized in the early 20th century, hane construction in Mineral 
Point decreased. 
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Twentieth Century Historic Styles 

While sane architects were i,,,,orking toward an entirely new architecture, others 
were trying to find something new through the old historic styles by changing, 
adapting and developing then to accc:mrodate the "m:xlern" . life style. Though 
the details and in same cases the forms of the buildings were derived fran the 
·past, their plans, xrechanical systems, and rraterials were "m:xlern . " Following 
the lead of the eastern cities in demanding buildings associated with 
America's past or its roots in Europe, the rrore affluent residents built 
houses in the historic styles . The early turn of the century revivals were 
followed by Period Revival architecture in the 1920s and 1930s. All elarents 
of the Period house, which depended on stylistic accuracy in rrassing, 
proportions, rraterials and a few key details to suggest the style, were keyed 
together to suggest but not copy a specific earlier perioo. The Perioo house, 
although derived fran historical precedents, reflected the open planning and 
the rrore infonnal lifestyle of 20th century and was a distinctive 
architectural developnent that was basically Alrerican. As carmunication 
became easier, regional characteristics were no longer evident with the r:sult 
that the residential architecture of the 1920s and 1930s was similar over the 
entire country. 

Econanic growth in Mineral Point at the sane tixre as the demand for historic 
styles continued resulted in the construction of rrany Queen Anne styled hares, 
as previously discussed. However, only a few houses were built in other 
historic styles such as the Classical Revival styles, which were also popular 
generally in America in the early decades of the 20th century. 

Colonial Revival Styles 

Traditional Colonial styles were popular during the Perioo Revival fran 1900 
to 1940 , because they evoked nsrories of the past and feelings of stability 
and security. Although the Colonial styles were an exceptionally popular m:xle 
of the Period Revival, the Colonial Revival actually began in the late 19th 
century. The Philadelphia Centennial of 1876 is credited with reviving the 
interest in America's colonial architecture. The early exanples were free 
interpretations of the style with details inspired by colonial precedents . The 
Colonial styles based primarily on English and Dutch precedents were 
encouraged in the early decades of the 20th century through wide distribution 
of Colonial photographs and xreasured drawings in books and periooicals. 
Featuring an accentuated front entrance ornamented by Classically derived 
stylistic details, the Colonial house exhibits a symnetrical facade and 
multipaned windows . 

Often showing details fran several design sources popular at the tixre , 
Colonial Revival styled houses generally were eclectic mixtures . The 
identification of a limited ntunber of Colonial Revival houses in the Mineral 
Point Historic District suggest the Colonial Revival styles were not as 
popular as the Late Queen Anne style or the Farly 1'k>dern Bungalow style in 
early 20th century Mineral Point. 
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The srnall one-story cottage built for Ms. M. Burns at 119 Jail Alley(20/8) is 
a well-preserved exarrple of the Colonial Revival built in the in the late 19th 
century. This synmetrically designed small house, built between the years 
1890 and 1893, displays a central chinney and a central entrance. The 
entrance is accentuated by a cornice and is flanked by single windows with six 
over six lights that also are ornamented by cornices. · Pronounced cornices 
along the top of the front and rear elevations tenninate in the gable ends and 
rest on capped corner pilasters (Mineral Point, Tax Records~ 1840-1900; 

• Sanborn [map], 1884-1929). This small dwelling has been rehabilitated for 
ccmnercial use. 

Arrong the rrost historically significant of the early 20th century houses, the 
William A. Jones House built during the year 1906-1907 at 215 Ridge 
Street(29/14) displays the Georgian Revival rrode of the Colonial Revival style 
(Iowa County Dem:>crat, 9 May 1907; Mineral; Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930; 
Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976). The Georgian Revival node of the Colonial 
Revival, an up-dated version of the original Georgian house, was characterized 
by hipped or garnbrel roofs, roof donners and a profusion of classical 
stylistic details and roof donners. The two-story Jones House exhibits the 
hip roofed "Classic Box" form, characterized by multiple large, pedimented 
roof donners, the _greatly accentuated entrance portico as well as the 
classical ornament associated with the style. This elegant red brick house is 
further ornarrented by white stone quoins on the comers of the front 
elevation , eaves detailed as classical cornice with rrodillions under the 
overhang, corbeled window sills and a round bay window on the south elevation. 
The front entrance is accented by a ~en, balconied portico supported by 
carved Corinthian col\.mns and square piers and topped by a balustraded deck. 
The front elevation is further accentuated by two-story Corinthian pilasters 
that frarre the center entrance bay and by the ornate Palladian window in the 
large roof donner placed above the central entrance. A classical sidelighted 
entrance frcm the balcony topped by a transcm window is located in the center 
bay on the upper story while an arched entrance with sidelights is located in 
the center bay of the lower story . 

The Jones House was built for William Jones, a native of Wales, who with his 
brothers David and Thanas, purchased the Mineral Point Zinc carpany in 1883 
and built it into the largest zinc oxide works in the United States by 1891 . 
The success of this carpany was the primary cause of Mineral Point's late 19th 
and early 20th century boan in its mining industry (History of Iowa County, 
1881:864; Fiedler, 1962:146-154) . Reportedly, the interior of the house 
matches the elegance of its exterior. It, reportedly, contains 16 roans, 8 
fireplaces, four bathroans and the entrance hall features a three-story free­
standing fireplace and stained glass skylight (Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976; 
Jones House, Brochure) . 

Several well-preserved houses were influenced by the Dutch Colonial Revival 
style , so namad because of the presence of the gambrel roof. However, very 
few follow early Dutch precedents. E'.arly exarrples display a front facing 
garnbrel while those constructed in the 1920s and 1930s generally feature side 
gambrels with long shed donners. The earlier front facing gaxrbrel Dutch 
Colonial style characterizes the house built for Alice Jenkins at 111 South 
Iowa Street(32/24) in 1906 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930; Hllnberstone 
and Jenkin, 1976). This t\\0-story house is further characterized by a lower 
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story constructed of masonry, a cross gambrel toward the rear on the sides, 
pent roofs in the gambrel ends, leaded glass windows and a round bay window. 
Classical Revival details including pedimented door surrounds, window cornices 
and round arched windows in the gambrel ends ornament this well-preserved 
house. The Classical influenced entrance was added in 1912 (Hmnberstone and 
Jenkin , 1976). A gambrel roof with a steeper "New England slope" 
characterizes the Dutch Colonial house built for W.W. Williams at 417 Front 
Street(17/6) in 1904 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930) . This t~-story, 
frame house also displays Classical Revival porch details . It is further 
characterized by shingles on the garrbrel ends that feature a irregular wall 
surface and an oval window, which are all m:>re ccmronly associated with the 
late 19th century Shingle Style. 

Early Twentieth Century Modern Styles 

The division between m:xiernism, meaning carplete or relative freedan frcm 
fontlS dependent on styles frcm the past and traditionalism or historic styles, 
OCC\lrred on a national level at the turn of the century and continued in the 
early decades of the 20th century. Evidence of the reaction against 
historical styles in the early 20th century in Mineral Point is reflected 
mainly in the construction of the Bungalow style. 

Bungalow Style 

Usually a small single story house in which the attic space is lighted for 
living space by a donner or gable windows, the Bungalow style's official era 
was frcm 1900 to 1920. The Bungalow style, much m:>re popular than the 
alternate early rrodern style, the Prairie School, built in the sarre period, 
continued to be constructed as late as 1940. The style quickly soared 
throughout the country by pattern books and popular magazines. Bungalows were 
given extensive publicity in magazines such as House Beautiful, Western 
Architect, Good Housekeeping, and Ladies Hare Journal. Generally built by 
local contractor-builders, sets of ~rking drawings for Bungalows could be 
bought for as little as five dollars with the result that identical Bungalows 
could be found all across the United States. 

Details were used to change the bungalow houses, which were originally 
designed without traditional historic ornarrent, to display varied trodes, that 
is, Bungalow houses exhibiting typical Craftsman characteristics and those 
influenced by the Period Revival, which continued to exhibit architectural 
details. 

Exposed structural rrernbers, praroted by the "honest construction ideal" 
associated with the Arts and Crafts m:>vement also popular at the time, 
characterized the majority of the well-preserved 20th century bungalows in 
Mineral Point. The bungal()l;ls in the Mineral Point Historic District are of 
constructed of brick,~ as well as stone materials. Exposed rafters, 
purlins, and knee braces under the eaves and open porches with square piers 
placed on the porch rail are the principal Craftsman details used to 
characterize the side gabled one-and-half story bungalows constructed of brick 
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built in 1927 at 423 Madison Street(27/11), for Opie Albert at 219 Davis 
Street(21/7) c.1920 and at 412 Wisconsin Street(l7/19} around 1930 (Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930; Sanborn [map], 1908-1929). These fairly well­
preserved bungalows also feature the lc,..;-pitched roof with overhanging eaves 
and large gable roofed v.Uod dormers in the center of the roof that are 
associated with the side gabled bungalow style. Similar Craftsman stylistic 
devices were used in a stone interpretation of the side gabled bungalow style 
built for John Po!zkill at 47 North Iowa Street(23/24} around 1920(Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930). Two well-preserved frame exarrples of the side 
gabled bungalow styled house similarly detailed with exposed rafter ends and 
knee braces under the eaves were constructed in the 1920s for Henry Thies at 
307 Ridge Street(29/34) and at 104 North Iowa Street(28/29} around 1920 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930). 

The exposed rafter ends, knee braces and purlins of the Craftsrran styled house 
also were used to characterize the front gabled type of bungalow constructed 
in the Mineral Point Historic District in the early 20th century. The brick 
front gabled bungalows built for Peter Ley at 308 Madison Street(22/16) around 
1920 and for M.J. Ludden at 215 South Iowa Street(33/21) in 1915 display the 
low pitched gable roof and front porch that is essential to the Bungalow style 
in addition to the Craftsman characteristics. Front gabled type bungalows of 
frame construction built c.1920 for Elizabeth Granger at 311 Ridge 
Street(29/36) and for the Grange family at 120 North Iowa Street(28/27) around 
1910 feature a front porch sheltered by the main roof and upper story of the 
house as well as a Palladian influenced window arrangement with leaded glass 
on the second story of front gable (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930). 

A cc:rnbination of roof shapes characterize a rrore unusual interpretation of the 
Bungalow style built for C.G. Hubenthal at 430 Doty Street(29/33) c.1912 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930). This one-and-a-half story, side 
gabled, frame house, characterized by the exposed rafter ends and purlins of 
the Craftsman style, also features a gambrel roofed front porch with short 
battered piers placed on high masonry bases. 

Vernacular Architecture 

The Mineral Point Intensive Survey shows Mineral Point followed the 
fashionable national styles for nuch of its architecture. However, the 
vernacular houses, by far the largest group of buildings in the city, cannot 
be so easily discussed or carpared. Often constructed according to local 
custans, the relatively plain and functional vernacular house cannot be 
described in tenns of a particular style or at least influenced by a 
recognized style of the period in which it was constructed. Generally not 
designed by an architect, the vernacular building often is constructed by 
builders, contractors, owners, friends and neighbors. These vernacular 
buildings were constructed according to need, tradition, or fran building 
plans obtained fran catalogs and magazines. Frequently, these generic 
buildings were altered by the builder or owner, depending on available 
rraterials, time and rroney. 

Irrportant because they make a substantial contribution to the architectural 
environment and because they represent a large segnent of the population, 
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vernacular architecture cannot be presented in terms of significance in 
carparison to an accepted description of architectural style because of 
inadequate scholarly research on their historic develoi:ment and because of the 
lack of generally accepted agreerrent over the definition of vernacular . 
Significance at this time can only be judged on the basis of integrity; that 
is, retention of original form and architectural details . A considerable 
arrount of vernacular architecture retaining its original form and character 
rem:i.in in the city of Mineral Point. Very little infonPation concerning the · 
builders, owners and circumstances of location and construction of vernacular 
houses is readily available. Vernacular houses with architectural details 
associated with a particular style have been discussed in the previous 
sections. 

Vernacular houses , rrore susceptible to changing needs and circumstances over 
time, often are rem:xleled continuously without much thought to preservation of 
the style or original form of the house. As a result, they are rrore often 
rrodernized with new siding and additions are tacked on without regard to 
maintenance of style or form. 

Side Gabled Vernacular House 

Built in one, one-and-a-half and tv.e-story exanples, the side gabled fonn's 
main facade and entrance is on the long side of the house. Usually 
syrrmetrical, the side gabled house often is embellished only by a porch with 
turned posts. The side gabled, as in all the vernacular house tYl)es, nay also 
display minirre.l characteristics of the period such as Victorian porches, 
Italianate window heads and occasionally cornice returns derived fran the 
Greek Revival style . 

The side gabled houses constructed of stone, rrany of which are well-preseIVed, 
are arrong the rrost significant of the exarrples of historic vernacular houses 
in the Mineral Point Historic District. Frame and brick exanples of the side 
gabled vernacular form that have retained a varying degree of historic 
integrity are also located in the Mineral Point Historic District. 

Stone Side Gabled Houses 

The one-story side gabled stone cottage and tv.e-story side gabled stone houses 
constructed by the Cornish imnigrant miners were built, for the irost part, 
between the late 1830s and 1850. These houses, historically significant 
because they are fine exanples of stone construction in addition to their 
obvious architectural significance, typically display a plain front elevation 
constructed of lirrestone blocks laid with very thin joints and plain rear and 
side elevations of randan laid rough stone. sane of the, reportedly, 30 stone 
houses once located in the vicinity Shake Rag Street [Hoard Street) renain and 
are airong the best preserved exarrples of stone architecture in the Mineral 
Point Historic District (Fiedler, 1962:165). '11le Cornish miners, ""1o 
necessarily were also skilled stone cutters , constructed their houses with 
limestone and sandstone taken , rrost likely, fran adjacent hillsides and rock 
quarries. Sane of the stone cottages, which were in deterioratinQ condition 
in the early 20th century, have been restored during the last few decades. 

__, 
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Arrong the best preserved is the srrall one-story miners cottage at 114 Shake 
Rag Street(36/30), given the narre Pendarvis House when it was restored in the 
late 1930s. It was built by Henry Williams in 1845 (Erdman, 1982:46). The 
sinple gable roofed Pendarvis House features a symtV3trical front elevation on 
the long side of the house characterized by a central entrance flanked by 
plain rectangular window with six over six lights. The windows a.11d entrance 
are topped by plain flat stone lintels. The plain front elevation is 
constructed of closely fitted, dressed cut-lirrestone while the rear and side 
walls are constructed of randcm laid rough stone. This house, which features 
18 inch thick walls, apparently was constructed on land owned by Richard 
Thanas and John Gray by local rrasons Richard Tilallas and James Carbis of stone 
taken fran the hillside at the rear (Fiedler, 1962:166; Erdman, 1982:31-34, 
46) . Pendarvis House is part of the State Historical SOciety Museum known as 
Pendarvis. The stonemasons, Thanas and Carbis, also apparently constructed an 
1840s one-story, stone side gabled cottage at 114 Shake Rag(36/27), which was 
added to the Pendarvis carplex in 1960 and similarly restored-by Bob Neal and 
Edgar Hellum. The middle stone rowhouse (36/27) erected by Andrew Remfrey and 
Robert Thanas apparent! y was built between 1848 and 1852 . These t1'«> cottages 
are part of the row house group called Tamblyn's Row. (Humberstone and 
Jenkin , 1976; Erdman [SHSW] , 1982). 

Similarly, a symretrical design with a central entrance flanked by a pair of 
windows with six over six lights characterizes the well-preserved side gabled 
cottage constructed between 1843-1847 for John Tregaskis [Tregascus] at 17 
Shake Rag Street(37/17) . This srrall house, which received a 2-story frame 
addition in the 19th century, is being used as a guest house by the 
Chesterfield Inn at 20 Ccmnerce Street(l6/10) (sanbom [map], 1884-1929; 
Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). A pair of windCfNS also flank the 
centrally located door of the c.1840 John Francis stone cottage built at 412 
West C.crimerce Street(24/13). This restored cottage has a one-story addition 
at the rear . The late 1840s cottages built for Samuel MeadCfNS at 51 Jail 
Alley(20/2) and for John Shawley at 115 Jail Alley(20/6) also display the 
sirrple side gabled form and the symretrical front elevation with a central 
door flanked by single windows that is typical of the srrall miners cottage of 
the period (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; sanborn [map], 1884-1929) . 
These srrall stone cottages, except the Shawley cottage that is constructed 
entirely of randcm ashlar, also display fitted, dressed stone front 
elevations and rear and side walls of randan laid rough stone in a manner 
typical of the Cornish architecture in Mineral Point and in nost of the 
southwest Wisconsin mining regions, as well. Although the similarly 
constructed Ralph Gold51'«>rthy stone cottage built at 19 Shake Rag 
Street(37/16) prior to 1840 is well preserved , it displays the influence of 
later architectural developnents. The six over six windows have been replaced 
by larger windows and a shed roofed Victorian porch has been added (Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900) . 

Other good exarrples of side gabled cottages exhibiting the typical 
characteristic of the early stone Comish cottage are the Bowien Cottage 
constructed c.1840 at 319 Maiden Street(18/2) and the Abie! Chandler Cottage 
at 171 Antoine Street(25/18) built in the mid-1840s (Humberstone and Jenkin, 
1976; Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). The Chandler Cottage, which 
retains the wide pine floor boards and an unusual off-center fireplace on the 
interior, features an extensive rear addition that does not obstruct the 
original architectural character of the cottage . The Bowden Cottage received 
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a new entrance porch at the rear of the house when Maiden Street was 
constructed along the original rear elevation (Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976). 
Less notable exarrples of the side gabled one-story stone cottage and those 
exhibiting less architectural integrity are the Sam Jenkins stone cottage 
built at 321 North Chestnut Street(23/21), the Thanas Mitchell Cottage at 157 
Spruce Street(36/26) built c.1840 , the Stephen Adams Cottage at 248 Shake Rag 
Street(37/24) built around 1845, the James Robb House constructed c.1845 at 
409 Fountain Street(18/34) enlarged by a frama wing used as a shop, and the 
Jonathan Carpenter built at 15 Shake Rag Street(37/18) in 1843, which was a 
19th century duplex that has been substantially changed and altered by the 
addition of a concrete block wing (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900; 
Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Humberstone and Jenkin, 1976). 

A rore unusual stone cottage was built at 28 Shake Rag Street(37/7) in the 
early 1840s. This one-story house displays the closely fitted, dressed stcne 
front elevation and the rough stone· rear and side elevations as well as the 
symnetrical front elevation featuring a central door flanked by single six 
over six windows typical of the early stone architecture in Mineral Point; 
however, this small house is further characterized by a double gabled roof. 
This well-preserved small house, owned by Joseph James followed by Hugo James 
in the 1840s, was presented to the State Historical Society by Katherine 
Ingraham in merrory of her sister in 1972 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900; Perrin, 1976:25; Building Inscription). 

Side gabled stone cottages built in the 19th century often showed the 
architectural influences popular when they were constructed. Italianate 
segmental arched windows and entrance characterize the small stone house 
constructed c.1870 at 918 Center Street(38/5) for Richard Carkeet. This well­
preserved vernacular house is further characterized by a sidelighted entrance 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900). Sane of the side gabled houses, such 
as the Chandler Cottage built c.1845 at 171 Antoine Street(25/18), also 
display sinple, short cornice returns in the gable ends that are associated 
the Greek Revival style popular in the mid-19th century . 

A significant extant exarrple of the ti,..o-story side gabled stone house in the 
Mineral Point Historic District is the John O'Neil House reportedly 
constructed in 1838-1839 at 209 Ccmnerce Street(55/13). This small house is 
characterized by the dressed cut-stone front elevation and rough stone side 
walls that are typical of vernacular stone architecture in Mineral Point. It 
is further characterized by plain wall surfaces, plain windows with flat stone 
lintels, central entrance and end chinney; however the ranains of the a frarre 
store, which enclosed a stairway apparently used for both the frarre store and 
the stone house ranains on the north end of the house (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900; Sanborn [map], 1884-1929; Wisconsin Tribune, 16 March 
1849; Sharp, Abstract of Property; Sharp, Interview, 1992}. The John O'Neil 
House, which is located in the ccmnercial district, has been rehabilitated for 
ccrrrrercial purposes. 

An off-set entrance featuring a transan window characterizes the ti,..o similarly 
designed side gabled, stone house constructed for at 26 Shake Rag Street(37/8) 
in the 1840s and the 1843 stone house, known as the Trelawney House, located 
in the Pendarvis carplex at 114 Shake Rag Street(36/30). These tw,-story 
houses, which are essentially ti,..o bays wide, display fitted and dressed cut­
stone front elevations and randan laid rough stone rear and side elevations, 
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all with sinple wall surfaces, in a rranner typical of early stone construction 
in Mineral Point. The plain rectangular windows have six over six lights and 
m:>st are topped by flat stone lintels. The Trelawney House, apparently 
constructed by the local masons Richard Thanas and James Garbis in 1842-1843, 
received its name from Robert Neal and Edgar Hellum who restored it in the 
late 1930s and 1940s with the help of Charles CUrtis, a retired stone mason 
from Cornwall (Fiedler, 1962:167; Erdman, 1982:41-43, 46). 

A centrally located entrance and front elevations as well as the rear 
elevations apparently constructed of rough faced stone characterize the two­
story stone houses built for James Kinney at 117 Jail Alley during the year, 
1846 to 1847 , for Peter Toay at 714 South Wisconsin Street(41/14) in 1857, for 
James Manker at 115 5th Street(42/5) in 1858 , as wel l as the stone house 
erected at 412 Pine Street(22/4) c.1850 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900; National Derrocrat, 18 November 1859) . These side gabled stone houses 
are further characterized by plain six over six windows, end chinneys, and 
flat stone lintels and quoins similar to those on the other exarrples of 
vernacular stone houses in the Mineral Point Historic District. The well­
preserved one-and-a-half story, side gabled stone house built for Patrick 
Muller c . 1845 at 21 North Iowa Street(19/14) displays similar stone 
construction, sirrple wall surfaces and six over six windows (Mineral Point, 
Tax Records, 1840-1900). 

Brick Side Gabled Houses 

The brick side gabled houses, in a manner similar to the vernacular stone 
houses, typically display a sinple gable roof, plain elevations and plain 
rectangular windOlf.'s. Usually symnetrical, the side gabled brick house also 
often is embellished only by a porch with turned posts or by window 
ornamentation of the prevailing architectural styles. 

Good, well-preserved exanples of one-story side gabled brick cottages 
displaying a central entrance flanked by single, plain rectangular windows 
were built in 1849 for Samuel Jenkins, Sr. at 217 North Chestnut 
Street(23/19), at 404 Fifth Street(39/14) in the mid-1840s, and for the 
stonemason John Toay c.1840 at 321 Fifth Street(56/10) (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1840-1900). A pair of windows flank the entrance of the 
symnetrically designed brick cottage built of local brick around 1850 (Shake 
Rag under the Hill, Brochure). 'This cottage, known as the Bernard Klais 
Cottage, has been restored and is currently part of the Shake Rag Under the 
Hill rrarketplace at 18 Shake Rag Street(37/13). Although exhibiting similar 
vernacular construction, the 1840s brick cottage built at 421 catrrerce 
Street(36/11) has a four bay front elevation with an off-set entrance 
(Mineral Point, Tax Records , 1840-1900). 

Several two-story, side gabled brick houses in the Mineral Point Historic 
District also have retained a good arrount of historic architectural integrity. 
The brick two-story houses built for William Phillips at 14 Shake Rag 
Street(37/19) in 1839, for Issac Winn at 105 5th Street(42/6) in 1860 and for 
Bernard Barrenger at 520 Decatur Street(34/3) in 1855 exhibit the crisp 
outline of the classical Federal or Greek Revival styles but lack any 
ornamentation that is essential to these styles (Mineral Point , Tax Records , 
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1840-1900) . These sinple side gabled vernacular brick houses display a 
syrrmetrical design with sinple brick surfaces and sinple rectangular windows 
topped by flat stone lintels . The Phillips house, rem:xieled as a duplex at 
the turn of the century, feature t'M:> centrally located entrance doors. The 
Batrenger house is further characterized by a later 19th century open porch 
with classical coltnms. A late 19th century porch also characterizes the 
well-preserved side gabled house built for Curtis Beech at 505 Front 
Street(17/9) in 1849 . Although the early brick side gabled tl;o,K)-story .house 
built at 423 Canmerce Street(55/33) around 1845 continues to display the 
sirrple gabled fonn and the six over six windows, it has lost integrity because 
it has been rem::xieled in a manner not entirely in keeping with its historic 
character (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900) . 

Wood/Frame Side Gabled Houses 

Frame, side gabled vernacular houses are characterized by design 
characteristics similar to the stone and brick interpretations of the side 
gabled fonn, but have not maintained the degree of architectural integrity 
that is displayed by the masonry exarrples of the vernacular fonn. The frame 
side gabled houses display the . typical sinple gable roof, plain elevations and 
plain rectangular windows of the side gabled fonn. Usually synmetrical, the 
frame side gabled house also often is embellished only by a porch with turned 
posts or by minimal window ornamentation -of the ·prevailing architectural 
styles. 

The syrrmetrical side gabled frame fonn featuring a central entrance flanked by 
single windows characterized the one-story John Hartert House built c.1865 at 
244 South Street(19/12) c.1855, the houses erected for Whitney ~1th at 112 
Front Street(l6/18) c.1850, for John Mitchell at 413 Mineral Street(28/20) 
c . 1850, and at 716 Wisconsin(41/13) around 1860 (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 
1840-1900. These three houses continue to display their original exterior 
fabric. Shed roofed front porches extend the full length of the side gabled 
one-story cottages built at 128 Spruce Street(36/18) c.1860, for John Joestgen 
around 1915 at 621 Washington Street(27/26) and for Mary Linn at 731 Madison 
Street(26/32} c.1865. A steep gable roofed Victorian porch adds an elE11'e11t of 
style to the vernacular side gabled cottage built c.1893 for Edward Phillips 
at 630 Church Street(26/26). The exceptionally well-preserved side gabled 
cottage constructed for William Pierce at 420 Front Street(17/10} around 1845 
is further character.ized by a Classical Revival entrance featuring round 
Tuscan columns (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-1900}. A steep cross gable 
over the center bay of the adds an elE11'e11t of irregularity to the side gabled 
house at 514 State Street(56/13); however, the significance of this house, 
which was built for Mary Lynch at the turn of the century, has been tarnished 
by the replacement of the original Victorian porch (Mineral Point, Tax 
Records, 1880-192.0). 

A well-preserved side gabled tt,.X)-story early frame house built between 1838-
1842 was renovated in the late 1970s as part of the Shake Rag Under the Hill 
rrarketplace project [originally called Shake Rag Valley] at 18 Shake Rag 
Street(37/9}. This synmetrical design features a central entrance flar.ked by 
a pair of windows, plain rectangular windows with six over six lights; however 
this vernacular house also displays minimal classical ornamantation and 

w 

u 

w 



,...., 

231 

included in the section of the Greek Revival style ("Shake Rag Under the 
Hi 11," Brochure) . 

Front Gabled Vernacular House 

Characterized by a rectangular plan and plain gabled roof, the front gable 
vernacular house has its rra.in front entrance in the gable end, generally 
facing the street. Probably, a descendent of the Greek Revival style, the 
front gabled form has an entrance that rray ,be sheltered by a small entry 
porch, a full porch or rray have an uncovered stoop. This vernacular fonn also 
often displays minirra.l characteristics of the period such as Victorian 
porches, Italianate windows and the cornice returns of the Greek Revival 
style. 

Few good exarrples of the front gabled house are located in the Mineral Point 
Historic District. Apparently the front gabled form was not as popular in 
19th and early 20th century Mineral Point as the side gabled vernacular form. 
A stone, front gabled vernacular, one-and-a-half story house built for James 
carbis at 104 Front Street(16/16) around 1865 features a long sloping gable 
roof , plain rectangular windows and a transan window over the off-set 
entrance . The well-preserved front gabled M.E . Edwards House was built at 20 
South Chestnut Street(14/33} between 1848 and 1858 . This frame vernacular 
house features the outline and off-set side-lighted entrance of the street 
facing gable form of the Greek Revival house but none of the ornamentation. 
This one-and-a-half story house originally was part of the carmercial property 
at 160 High Street(14/32} (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1848-1858). 

The sirrple surfaces of the front gabled vernacular form were often anbellished 
with minirral stylistic details of popular architectural styles. The front 
gabled frame house built at 206 West Ccmnerce Street(21/19) around 1920 was 
given a measure of style with the addition of a Victorian porch while the 
front gabled frame James Prideaux House constructed in 1870 at 520 Mineral 
Street(28/9) displays Italianate styled window ornamentation. A Classical 
Revival porch, also often seen on Late QUeen Anne styled houses, characterizes 
the front gabled David Whitney House at 330 High Street(18/25) built in 1852. 
Additional QUeen Anne ornamentation such as shingles in the pedimented gable 
end and open porches with classical colurms add style, as well as social 
status, to the well-preserved front gabled houses built for William Tanlin at 
410 Doty Street(29/28) around 1912 and for J.B. Wallace at 421 Front 
Street(17/8) in 1906 (Mineral Point , Tax Records, 1840-1900). 

The construction of the front gabled vernacular form characterized by sinple 
surfaces and no ornamentation associated with a particular historic style 
continued in the 20th century . Sirrple brick surfaces, plain rectangular 
windows without ornament characterizes the early 20th century srrall brick 
house built around 1915 at 415 Wisconsin Street(17/18). An open brick porch 
with square brick piers and a stone foundation add to the character of this 
well-preserved vernacular house (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1900-1930) . 
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Gabled Ell Vernacular House 

A canbination of front gabled and side gabled fonn generally with an open ell 
porch featuring turned posts and balusters , the gabled ell house includes one­
and-one and-a-half story houses that are "I,," or "T" and, on occasion, 
crucifonn in plan. As in the front gabled fonn, rrost vernacular gabled ell 
houses in Mineral Point exhibit sane, although minirral influences of the 
architectural styles popular in the 19th century . Often dependent on 
available wealth and the fashion of the period, one or tv.U elemmts of a 
particular style was used to custanize the vernacular house . Few well­
preserved exarrples of the gabled ell vernacular house form were identified in 
the Mineral Point Historic District. 

Good exarrples of the frarre gabled ell house that were built at 912 Fountain 
Street(30/27) at the turn of the century and around 1890 at 225 Garden 
Street(21/32) display minirral ornamentation . The sirrple gabled forms are 
characterized by small window cornices and open porches on the one story ells . 
A tv.U story ell and open porch with classical Tuscan colunns add to the 
character of the well-preserved gabled frarre house enlarged fran an 1850s 
small frarre cottage to its present size at the turn of the century for John 
Peters at 248 Meeker Street(18/30). A frarre ell was added to the one-story 
stone front gabled house, which was built for Levi Craft at 58 Shake Rag 
Street(36/34) in 1858 (Mineral Point, Tax Records , 1840-1900) . 

Italianate styled window surrounds were used to add a touch of fashion to 
several well-preserved exarrples of the mid to late 19th century gabled ell 
vernacular house forms . Pedimented window surrounds and a three-sided bay 
window with bracketed roof eaves characterize the Mortirrer Jackson House 
constructed in 1860 at 203 South Iowa Street(32/26). Unfortunately, the 
original Victorian porch with arched openings on the ell has been replaced 
with an enclosed porch thereby diminishing its architectural significance. 
Pedimented window surrounds are the only Italianate ornarrent on the gabled 
ell house built for Janes Toay at 618 Maiden Street(35/29) in the early 1870s. 
This house, presently used as a bed and breakfast inn known as the Duke House , 
has a tv.U-story ell and an open ell porch (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1840-
1900) . 

~ Story CUbe Vernacular House/ Alrer ican Foursquare 

Typically constructed with a low hipped roof but occasionally with a steeply 
pitched hip roof, the boxy rectangular or square ti,..c-story cube house 
generally displays an open porch with turned posts and decorative brackets but 
no other ornament. Sinple windows are symnetrically arranged across the 
facade and the eaves do not overhang. Domers are rare and if present are 
gablets projecting above the roof . In the early 20th century, the ti,..c-story 
cube reflected elements of the popular American Foursquare including offset 
doorway, Tuscan colurms and enclosed porch railings. The two-story appeared 
to be a rrore narrow fonn while the American Foursquare enphasized the 
horizontal. During this period, the rrany ti,..c-story cubes were built with 
enough of the American Foursquare characteristics to blur the distinction 
between these ti,..c vernacular forms . 
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Well-preserved brick, frame and concrete block exarrples of the t'M'.:>-story cube 
vernacular house remain in the Mineral Point Historical District. A good 
exarrple of the frame two-story cube vernacular house is located at 625 Church 
Street(26/25) . This house bui lt for James Spensely around 1900 features a 
tall hip roof , hip roofed dormer and porch with classical pediment and 
columns . A tt,,.JQ-story square frame house with the wide· overhanging eaves and 
the open full-length porch with boxed-in pos ts that is typical of the 
American Foursquare was built at 610 Dodge Street(37/29) around 1930 (Mineral 
Point, Tax Records, 1880-1930). • 

Arrong .the best preserved of the t'M'.:>-story cube-American Foursquare houses in 
the Mineral Point Historic District is the brick interpretation of the s tyle 
constructed at 245 Davis Street(21/13) around 1910. The flatness of t he 
square block fonn of this house is broken by the tv.0-story bay window on the 
south elevation. The heaviness of the full-length brick porch is alleviated 
by the short, round, classical Tuscan coluxms placed on tall brick bases. The 
overhanging eaves of the American Foursquare as well as classical Tuscan 
columns on the open porch characterizes another well-preserved t'M'.:>-story cube 
vernacular house built c . 1910 at 411 South Iowa Street for Joseph Mangen. 
Another good exarrple of the American Foursquare, the Henrietta Hanscan House 
built in 1915 at 617 Maiden Street(33/7) also displays the infuence of the 
Classical Revival style in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This well­
preserved house features classical porch coltunns, a pedirrented do:nrer with a 
classically ornamented window at the top of the front elevation, as well as a 
leaded glass window on the lower story . A steep gabled dormer located over 
the central entrance and a full-length open porch with turned colunns 
characterize a brick interpretation of the two-story cube vernacular fonn 
built for James Jackson at 415 Front Street(17/5) around 1910 (Mineral Point, 
Tax Records, 1880-1930; Sanborn (map], 1900-1929) . 

After the turn of the century , when concrete block became a locally available 
economic building material for vernacular houses, it was used to construct 
several tv.0-story cube houses on Dodge Street . Rock-face concrete block made 
locally with the aid of a special press purchased by the builder Nicholas 
Graber characterize the house he built in 1906 at 32·4 Dodge Street(24/5) 
Graber used cement mixed with tailings from the Tiopoli Concentrating mill to 
manufacture the rock-face concrete blocks. A similar house was constructed 
for Joseph Bennett house in 1909 at 336 Dodge Street(24/8). (Mineral Point, 
Tax Records, 1880-1900; Iowa County Dem:>crat , 5 July 1906) . Both houses have 
retained their hip roofed dormers and their original porch with classical 
columns. A similar but rrore elaborate rock-face concrete block tv.0-story cube 
house with multiple dormers and a classical sidelighted entrance and porch 
with classical colunns is located at 503 Wisconsin Street(39/32) . It was 
constructed for George Huxtable around 1912 (Mineral Point , Tax Records , 1880-
1900). 

The frame George Brown House constructed around 1897 at 916 Ridge 
Street(38/11) exhibits the one-story , hip roofed box shape, donter and open 
Victorian porch typical of the one-story vernacular cube form. Classical 
pedirrented window surrounds ornament the small one-story cube vernacular frane 
house built around 1900 at 714 Ridge Street(35/26) . A well-preserved rock­
face concrete block exanple of the style was built for Edward CUrnow at 323 
High Street(23/31) c.1910. This hip roofed, cube shaped house is further 
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characterized by steep gabled dormers, leaded glass and open porch with 
classical Tuscan colunns (Mineral Point, Tax Records, 1880-1900) . 

Notes on Sources 

Very little written history based on documented research was available on the 
construction dates, the original owners, and particularly the architects and 
builders of the greater part of the residential architecture of Mineral Point. 
Information on the construction dates and original owners of the houses, which 
were judged to ·have retained sufficient historic integrity to contribute to 
the Mineral Point Historic District, was recreated through multiple sources. 
Tax records, local histories, historic maps and oral interviews were used to 
establish basic information. The survey of local newspapers fran the 1840s 
through the turn of the century, although an excellent source for construction 
information on the carrnercial and industrial buildings, provided very little 
such information on residential construction. In addition, the Sanborn maps , 
for the rrost part, provided information on only the houses adjacent to the 
coomercial district. Limited research, although not in written form, had been 
done previously on sane of the early stone cottages . In addition, information 
on sane of the rrore prestigious historic hemes is published in the "Mineral 
Point Guide, a tour of historic sites published by the Mineral Point 
Historical Society. Information, in particular, drawings of the houses that 
provided a basis for determining when rrore recent alterations were made, was 
obtained fran a 1976 publication, The Hanes of Mineral Point, by Htll'nberstone 
and Jenkin. In sane cases, it was irrpossible to fix the construction date and 
original owner because the information sirrply was not available or the pursuit 
of the date involved carplicated, time-consuming research that was irrpossible 
because of the time constraints placed on this survey . Obviously, research of 
this nature must be done as a special project with its own funding and time 
table. In these cases the construction dates were reported as a circa date or 
those that pre-dated easily available records were dated as pre-1840 or sirrply 
as "1830s." The Mineral Point Roan and the Area Research Center at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville also provided assistance . 

The bibliography for this section is located at the end of the History 
chapters . 

....i 

___, 
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Related Properties Mentioned in Text 

ADDRESS/MAP CODE HISTORIC NAME CONSTRUCTION DATE 

19th Century Residential Architecture 

• Federal Style 
505 Church Street 
213 Clowney Street 
230 Fountain Street 
105 Jai 1 Alley 

Greek Revival Style 

( 26/11) 
(20/33) 
(19/2) 
(20/3) 

• 235 Davis Street ( 21/10) 
301 Doty Street (20/26) 
525 Fountain Street (32/22) 
112 Front Street (16/20) 
311 High Street (23/28) 
115 Ridge Street (33/25) 
18a Shake Rag Street (37/9) 
230 South Street (55/23) 

Gothic Revival Style 
125 Chestnut Street (23/17) 
115 Clowney Street (23/13) 
605 Cothren Street (17/14) 
402 Doty Street (29/26} 
519 Doty Street (29/15) 
210 Front Street (16/29) 
310 Front Street (16/33) 
326 High Street (18/26) 
409 High Street (26/9) 
423 Mineral Street (28/19) 
515 Mineral Street (28/13) 
220 Seventh Street (42/11) 
116 Spruce Street (36/17) 
401 State Street (16/27) 
502 State Street (17/25) 
324 Pine Street (22/5) 
915 Wisconsin Street(39/8) 

Italianate Style 
110 Dodge Street 
526 Fountain Street 
309 Front Street 
310 Front Street 
234 Madison Street 
523 Maiden Street 
605 Maiden Street 
615 Maiden Street 
315 Mineral Street 
321 Mineral Street 

(33/30) 
(32/30) 
H6/34 l 
(16/33) 
(21/14) 
(33/12) 
(33/10) 
(33/8) 
(22/33) 
(22/31) 

George Priestly House 
Charles Strongrran House 
William Tregay House 
Parley Eaton House 

John Bracken House 
John Mc Nair House 
Moses Strong House 
I.O.O.F. TE!Tple 
David Jones 
Henry Plownan House 
"Coach House" 
E'.dward Coad House 

1850 
Between 1843-1853 

1844 
1846-1847 

1846 
1847 

1839-1840, Add:1866 
1838 

c.1845 
1854 

1838-1842 
Between 1853-1856 

Richard Kendall House 1870, Add.: 1900-1908 
Themas Vincent Late 1860s 
George w. Cobb House 1855 
John Wasley House c.1883 
John Lanyon House 1870 
William J. Cox House 1857 
Thanas Trerorah (Tharas Davy House) 1851,1859 
John Terry-W.H. Curry House 1859, c.1910 
Trinity Episcopal Church Rectory 1868 
Abraham Goldsi,,..orthy House 185.8 
H. & D. Loyd House c.1855 
House c.1870 
Adam Goelz House c.1895 
J. Jackson-P. Whalen House c.1865, c.1890 
Jarres Penhallegan House c.1878 
House c.1870 
J.Allen-J.Jeuck House c.1890 

Alexander Wilson House 
Jarres Brewer House 
Wi 11 iam Lanyon, Sr. House 
Themas Trerorah (Thanas Davy House) 
Joseph Gundry House 
Jarres Polkingham House 
John Nolan House 
R.Thanas- Jolm Gray House 
Martin Ne Collins House 
David Jacka House 

1868 
1850s, 1866 

1854 
1851,1859 
1867-1868 

1876 
1859 
1855 
1874 
1870 
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205 Ridge Street (26/18 J. Milton-H. Clauer House c.1860 
425 Ridge Street (32/10) Joseph Snith 1855-1856 
625 Washington Street(27/28) Wi 11 iarn Corbett 1860 

...,; 

French Second Brpire Style 
110 Dodge Street (33/30) Alexander Wilson 1868 
329 Fifth Street (57/5) Toay-Grange House . c.1842, late 19th Century 
526 Fountain Street (32/30) James Brewer House 1866 

Q.ieen Anne Style 
406 Doty Street (29/27) Ernest c. Fiedler House 1907 
414 Doty Street (29/29) Fred Phillips House 1909 
418 Doty Street (29/30) W.D. Brown House c.1912 
427 Doty Street (29/22) Joseph Fiedler 1907 
530 Fountain Street ( 32/31) Richard Benson 1901 
404 Front Street (17/2) George Barber House 1911 
410 Front Street (17/4) Charles Ivey House c.1912 
216 South Iowa Street (18/16) Joseph Dellen House c.1883 
322 .Maiden Street (18/3) Alexander Ross House C .1912 
205 North Iowa Street (22/29) Henry Weil Hou.se c.1893 
315 Pine Street ( 22/9) House c.1890 
414 Ridge Street ( 32/36) St Paul 1 s Church Rectory c . 1900 
254 Shake Rag Street (37/26) House c.1895 
710 Washington Street (27 /32) F.C. Weidenfedler House c . 1883 ~ 

407 Washington Street (22/21) House c.1895 
417 Wisconsin Street (17/16) Alfred Penhallegan House 1895 

'--' 

20th Century Residential Architecture 

Colonial Revival Style .... 
417 Front Street (17/6) W.W. Williams House 1904 
111 South Iowa Street (32/24) Alice Jenkins House 1906 
119 Jail Alley (20/8) Ms. M. Burns House Bet . 1890-1893 
215 Ridge Street (29/14) William A. Jones House 1906-1907 

Bungalow Style 
219 Davis Street (21/7) Opie Albert House c . 1920 
430 Doty Street (29/33) c.G. Hubenthal C .1912 
47 North Iowa Street (23/24) John Polzki 11 c.1920 
104 North Iowa Street (28/29) House c.1920 
120 North Iowa Street (28/27) Grange House c.1910 
215 South Iowa Street ( 33/21) M.J. Ludden House 1915 
308 .Madison Street (22/16) Peter Ley House c. 1920 u 
423 Madison Street (27/11) House 1927 
307 Ridge Street (29/34) Henry Thies House c.1920 
311 Ridge Street (29/36) Elizabeth Granger House 1927 
412 Wisconsin Street(l7/19) House c.1930 

-..,,I 
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Vernacular Residential Architecture 

Side Gabled House 
STOOE (Cne-story) 
171 Antoine Street (25/18) 
918 Center Street (38/5) 
321 North Chestnut Street(23/21) 
412 West Ccmnerce· Street (24/13) 
409 Fountain Street (18/34) 
51 Jail Alley (20/2) 
115 Jail Alley (20/6) 
319 Maiden Street (18/2) 
15 Shake Rag Street (37/18) 
17 Shake Rag Street (37/17} 

19 Shake Rag Street 
28 Shake Rag Street 
114e Shake Rag Street 

114g Shake Rag Street 
248 Shake Rag Street 
157 Spruce Street 

STONE (Two-story} 
209 Ccmnerce Street 
115 5th Street 
21 North Iowa Street 
117 Jail Alley 
412 Pine Street 
26 Shake Rag Street 
114h Shake Rag Street 
714 Wisconsin Street 

BRICK 

(37/16) 
(37/7) 

( 36/27) 
(36/27) 

(36/30) 
(37/24) 
(36/26) · 

(55/13) 
(42/5) 
(19/14} 
( 20/7) 
(22/40 
(38/8) 
(36/30) 
(41/14) 

217 North Chestnut Street (23/19) 
421 ccmrerce Street ( 36/11} 
423 Ccmnerce Street (55/33} 
520 Decatur Street (34/3} 
105 Fifth Street (42/6) 
321 Fifth Street (56/10) 
404 Fifth Street (39/14) 
505 Front Street (17/9) 
14 Shake Rag Street (37/19) 
18e Shake Rag Street (37/13) 

W<X>D/FRAME 
630 Church Street (26/26) 
112 Front Street (16/18) 
420 Front Street (17/10) 
731 Madison Street (26/32) 
413 Mineral Street (28/20) 
18a Shake Rag (37/9} 
514 State Street (56/13} 
244 South Street (19/12) 

Abe Chandler House 
Richard Carkeet House 

Sam Jenkins Cottage 
.John Francis Cottage 
John Robb House 
5amuel Meadows House 
John Shawley Cottage 
Bow:len Cottage 
Jonathan Carpenter Cottage 
John Tregaskis Cottage 

C. 1845 
c.1870 

1849 
c. 1840 
c.1845 

1849-\;8so 
1846-1847 

C ./1840 
/ 1843 

1843-1847 

Ralph Goldsworthy Cottage 1840 
Joseph James Cottage 1840-1844 
Thanas & Gray House [Tamblyn's Row] c.1845 

A. Rernfrey Cottage[Tamblyn's Row] 1848-1852 
Henry Williams Cottage (Pendarvis] c.1845 
Stephen Adams Cottage c.1845 
Thanas Mitchell House c.1840 

John O'Neil House 1838-1839 
James Manker House 1858 
Patric~ Muller c.1845 
James Kinney House 1846-1847 
House c.1850 
House 1840s 
Thana.s&Carbis House[Trelawney House]c.1843 
Peter Toay House 1857 

Samuel Jenkins House 1849 
House c.1840 
House c.1845 
Benjamin Barrenger 1855 
Issac Winn House 1860 
John Toay House c.1840 

c . 1845 
CUrtis Beech House 1849 
William Phillips House 1834, 1839 
Bernard Klais Cottage c.1850s 

F.dward Phillips c.1893 
Whitney Snith c.1850 
Wi 11 iam Pierce c.1845 
Mary Linn c.1865 
John Mitchell House c.1850 
"Coach House" Between 1838-1842 
Mary Lynch House c . 1900 
John Hartert House c.1865 



238 

128 Spruce Street {36/18) House c.1860 
621 Washington Street (27/26) John Joestgen House c.1915 
716 Wisconsin Street {41/13) House c.1860 

Front Gabled House • 
20 South Chestnut Street {14/33) M.E. Edwards House 1848-1858 
206 West Coomerce Street (21/19) House c . 1920 

410 Doty Street (29/28) William Tanlin House c.1912 
104 Front Street (16/16) James carbis House c.1865 ....i 

421 Front Street (17/8) J.B. Wallace House 1906 
330 High Street (18/25) David Whitney House 1852 
520 Mineral Street (28/9) James B. Priestly House 1870 u 415 Wisconsin Street (17/18) House c.1915 

Gabled Ell House 
912 Fountain Street (30/27) House c.1900 
225 Garden Street (21/32) House c.1890 
203 South Iowa Street (32/26) Mortimer Jackson House 1860 
618 Maiden Street (35/29) James Toay House 1870 
248 Meeker Street (18/30) John Peters House 1850, c.1905 
58 Shake Rag Street (36/34) Levi Craft House 1859 

Two-story CUbe House/.Arrerican Foursquare 1.-J 

625 Church Street (26/25) James Spensely House c.1900 
245 Davis Street • (21/13) House c.1900 
324 Dodge Street (24/5) Nickolas Graber House 1906 1..1 

336 Dodge Street (24/8) Joseph Bennett House 1909 
610 Dodge Street (37/29) House c.1930 
323 High Street (23/31) F.dward Curnow House c.1910 w 
415 Front Street {17/5) James Jackson House c.1910 
411 Iowa Street (34/12) Joseph Mangen c . 1910 
617 Maiden Street (33/7) Henrietta Hanscan House 1915 
714 Ridge Street (35/26) House c.1900 
916 Ridge Street ( 38/11) George Brown House c.1897 
503 Wisconsin Street {39/32) George Huxtable House c.1912 



CHAPTER XVII DESIGNERS , BUILDERS AND ENGINEERS 

The local newspapers and written histories of Mineral Point, a few scattered 
city directories, the Wisconsin State Gazetteer, and the United States census 
records provide a limited arrount of information on the builders and archi t ects 
of Mineral Point's architecture . Obviously , many craftsmen were needed to 
construct the necessary shelter architecture for the new town during periods 
such as the decades between the 1840 and 1870 when the population increased 
from 1500 to 3275 (Fiedler, 1962:199). Very little other than the names of 
these early builders is readily available. The builders of Mineral Point in 
the second half of the 19th century did not have to possess great carpentcy 
skills or architectural training. The new balloon framing largely replaced 
the hand hewn frame and rrortise and tendon joining type of construction by 
skilled craftsmen at mid-century. Relatively, unskilled persons were able to 
construct the necessary buildings . However , skilled masons and stone cutters 
were needed to construct the many stone buildings in Miner~l Point's 
coomercial district . 

There were few architects in the county during the early period of Mineral 
Point's developnent. As a result , the architectural form of the building was 
determined by the masons and carpenters who constructed them. Using manuals 
such as The Modern Builders Guide {1883) with illustrated plans and details , 
the builders and carpenters spread ideas of American architecture throughout 
the country, relying on their taste and the wishes of their custcmers to guide 
their choices . Adding further to the eclecticism [mix of styles] that 
resulted were the variety of building materials that could be ordered from a 
catalog. By the second half of the 19th century, everything from the base, to 
the ridge pole, to the windows, doors and ornaments came from the factory . 
Only a few laborers were needed to erect a corrplete building of parts selected 
from a catalog like the Sears Roebuck catalog. Local sources such as the shop 
of Cobb and Corrpany in Mineral Point, who advertized services such as sawing, 
planing, tongue and grooving, offered to "put up first rate buildings in less 
time than ever before {Mineral Point Tribune, 25 July 1866) . 

.Architects 

When Mineral Point was settled in the mid-19th century, the architectural 
profession in America was still in the early years of developrent. During 
this early period of professional developnent , builder-contractors referred to 
them.selves as architects, despite their lack of formal academic training. 

The evidence provided by Mineral Point's early newspaper accounts and 
directories and the U.S . Census do not show the presence of an architect in 
the ccmnunity until the late 19th century . Although the name William McSherry 
is listed in the 1860 -census, his name does not appear in any other local or 
directory source (U.S . Census, 1860). In the absence of a professional 
architect, and , rrost probably, because of the preference of the camrunity in 
general , the majority of the buildings constructed in the 19th century are 
vernacular interpretations of prevailing architectural styles . Vernacular 
buildings are those created by local carpenters and rrasons with the aid of 
pattern bJoks . pre-fabricated or pre-cut parts and tradition. 

239 
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In the absence of local architectural services in the 19th and 20th century, 
the services of architects were obtained fran the larger cities nearby such as 
Madison, Chicago and Platteville. Professional architects frari outside the 
city were used in rrost cases for the major public buildings and churches. 

The following architects were identified along with the buildings attributed 
to t hem. 

Mineral Point Architects 

JOON QJARLES. Born in Cornwall, England, in 1853, John Charles irrmigrated to 
Mineral Point in 1869 where he learned the trade of carpenter and joiner . He 
established his own business in 1873 at which time he purchased the old 
Methodist Church building and lot which , it was reported, he intended to use 
for a business of carpenter and builder. In 1877, Charles, in partnership 
with John Wasley, advertised as a "new enterprise" was prepared to "make 
estimates, draw designs and exercise works of every kind . " They had the 
"requisite machinery to do scrolling, turning etc" The Charles and Wasley shop 
was located in Charles place of business in the old Methodist Church building , 
The partnership of Charles and Wasley continued until at least the early 1880s 
(History of Iowa County, 1881: 855, 729; National Darocrat, 6 March 1873, 6 
April 1877, 23 March 1877). Charles was on the State Board of Construction 
fran 1901 until 1914. He designed "Indian schools" throughout the country for 
the government. Charles retired at age 61 and rroved to Denver, Colorado 
(SHSW, Architect Files). 

The title "architect" gradually was attributed to Charles. By the early 
1890s, he was referred to as an architect in the local newspapers and listed 
as an architect in the Wisconsin State Gazetteer and Business Directory (Polk , 
1895-6: 762; Iowa County Delrocrat, 1 May 1891, 17 April 1891, 1 May 1891, Sp . 
Ed. September 1891; Mineral Point Tribune, 27 May 1897). According to his 
advertisement , Charles furnished "estimates for buildings of every class, 
private , cornrercial, ecclesiastical or public buildings . " Charles designed 
and constructed insane asylums in the counties of Iowa, Ia Crosse, Green, 
Vernon, OUtagamie Counties and the Dunn Building at Menaninee (Iowa County 
Derrocrat , Sp . Ed. September 1891). In the mid- 1890s , Charles was reported as 
working outside the city of Mineral Point, supervising large construction 
projects--the Marathon County Insane Asylums in Marathon County and at Wausau 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 28 April 1893, 1 September 1893) . In 1896, Charles 
designed Bownan Hall [originally Menaronie Manual Training School] in an 
Italian Rcroanesque Revival style (SHSW, Architect Files) 

Charles was reported to have designed or constructed the following buildings 
in Mineral Point. 

H. s. Weil House, no address 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 9 January 

Will Osbourne House, no address 
1891) 

1891) 

1891 

1891 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 9 January 

A.G. Deller House, no address 
(Iowa County Derrocrat , 

s.c . Ross House, no address 

1891 
17 April 1891, Sp. Ed . September 1891) 

1891 

.._/ 
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(Iowa County De!rocrat, 1 May 1891; Sp. F.d. September 1891} 
Capt. Terry Hanestead, no address 

Rerrodeling project--Charles ' personal residence 1892 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 25 March 1892) 

Jeuck Saloon and Residence, 251 High Street (43/12) 1891 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, Sp. Ed., September 1891} 

Hendra Brothers Store [Otis-Hendra Building], 229 High Street(43/7) 
Iron front and Rerrodeling, 1892 

(Iowa County Derrocrat, 11 March 1892; Sp. F.d., September 1891) 
Masonic Terrple, 306 High Street(24/3) 1897 

(Mineral Point Tribune, 27 May 1897) 

"OUt-of-City Architects 

Architects fran nearby cities such as Madison , Chicago, St Paul , Minnesota , 
and Platteville were errployed to design some of the larger rrore substantial 
buildings in the 19th century and all of the architect designed buildings in 
the 20th century. Some of the architects of buildings that were clearly 
designed by a trained professional could not be readily identified because 
they were not mentioned in newspaper accounts of the construction of the 
building and other records were not readily available. In sane cases, the 
name of the architect, and often even the contractor-builder's name, was never 
recorded . 

CLAUDE, .AND STARCK (Madison) . Claude and Starck both are natives of 
Madison, Wisconsin, where they designed many outstanding buildings in the 
Prairie School style. After working in Chicago for Louis Sullivan and other 
progressive designers, Claude returned to Madison and fonned a partnership 
with F.dward Starck, who worked in Chicago and also for noted Milwaukee 
architect, E.T. Mix. The firm of Claude and Starck, active fran 1896-1929, 
not only was noted for their many fine buildings in Madison, but also for 
their srrall library buildings constructed throughout the upper midwest. Both 
architects worked alone after the 1929 dissolution of their partnership. 
Although he worked as an architect until 1946, Claude closed his office in 
1942. He died in 1951. 

Claude and Starck created designs for the Watertown Public Library (1907), 
Kilborn Public Library (1912) in the Wisconsin Dells, the Jefferson Public 
Library, the Kaukauna Free Public Library (1905) and the Tar.ah Public Library 
{1916) . Claude and Starck, also creators of residential, ccmnercial and 
public building designs, were the architects of the Lincoln School (1915), the 
Lancaster Municipal Building, the William Collins House in Madison (1911), and 
the Lamb Building (1905) in Madison (Rausch , 1987:126); SHSW, .Architect 
Files) . 

Claude and Starck were en-ployed by the city of the Mineral Point in 1913 after 
the initial architect carmissioned for the Mineral Point Municipal Building, 
H.J. Hansen of St. Paul, Minnesota , was rejected for creating a design that 
was too costly (City Council Proceedings, 10 February 1913, 3 March 1913, 6 
May 1913) 
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Mineral Point Municipal Building, Opera House and Library, 
137 High Street{l4/7) 

(City Council Proceedings, 6 May 1913, 18 May 1913) 
1914-1915 

Ja-IN C. ax:HRAi.~ AND GIDRGE OTIS GARNSEY (Chicago). Born in Hillsboro, New 
Hanpshire, Cochrane studied engineering and ar chitecture in New England. He 
rroved to Chicago and then to St Louis; however, following the Civil War, he 
rroved back to Chicago where he set up an office on Monroe Street. Cochrane 
v.0rked variously alone under the name Cochrane and Co. and in partnership with 
George Garnsey previous to his partnership with Alfred Piquenard . Cochrane 
died in 1887 . His partnership with Piquenard , begun in 1867 , ended with the 
death of Piquenard in 1876. George Otis Garnsey, born in 1840, was a native 
of Rock Island, Ill . Reportedly a theater specialist , Garnsey graduated fran 
Columbia in 1864 . Garnsey , the publisher and editor of The National Builder, 
also published the American Dictionary of Architectural Tenns, a standard 
reference book. Cochrane is credited with several praninent architectural 
designs in Chicago including Cook County Hospital, Michael Reese Hospital, 
First Presbyterian Church , Jefferson Park Presbyterian Church (1878) as well 
as the French Second Errpire styled high school constructed in Beloit in 1869-
1870. In partnership with Piquenard, Cochrane vJC>n the design corrpetition for 
the Illinois State capitol in 1867. The partnership of Cochrane and Garnsey 
drew the High Victorian design for Meirorial Hall at Beloit College in 1867 
(SHSW, Architect Files). 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 400 Doty Street(26/7) 1867-1871 
(Building Inscription; National Derrocrat, 27 May 1868, 12 August 1868, 

25 August 1869) 

F.H . KEMP (Beloit). Karp was born in Roxbury, Wisconsin, of Gerrran 
irnnigrant parent, who arrived in America in 1854. Kerp entered architectural 
training school in Milwaukee and corrpleted his architectural course in St. 
Louis. Upon the corrpletion of his education, Ke.rrp had an office in Madison in 
the early 1890s. By 1892, he rroved to Janesville where he \<IK:>rked through the 
1890s. At the turn of the century, he rroved to Beloit where he lived and 
practiced for 45 years. Prior to 1890, Karp vJC>rked for six years as a 
carpenter and painter. A prolific architect, Ke.rrp designed at least 70 
churches, numerous public buildings and residences. Arrong the churches 
credited to Kerp are St. Jude's Church in Beloit and St Mary's Church in 
Janesville. Kerrp also designed the Carlton Hotel [1898] and the CUlton House 
[1902] in Edgerton, the Stoughton City Hall and Library [1900], the F.dgerton 
Public Grade School #2, and the Gaston School and the Parker School (both 
derrolished] in Beloit (SHSW, Architect Files) . 

St Paul's catholic Church, 414 Ridge Street(32/16) 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 1 December 1910) 

1909 

HENRY KLEINHN-tiER (Platteville). Apprenticed to a builder at age 12 in his 
native Gerrrany, Henry Kleinhamner inrnigrated to Arrerica on February 18, 1883. 
Drawn to Platteville where his half-brother lived, Kleinhamner ~rked as a 
carpenter. He advertized in the Wisconsin State Gazetteer as a carpenter frcro 
1888 until the turn of the century when he took the licensing exam to becane a 
certified architect . Kleinhanmer is listed as an architect in the State 

-
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Gazetteer for several decades beginning in 1901 (Polk, 1888-1924; Rausch, 
1983:189). Kleinhanmer designed many struct ures in the area including the 
Rewey School (1901), the Cobb State Bank (1910), the Benton Municipal Building 

il~ttkvit?i Y~~ar~o~i8s)i~~~6g~ 1~i§9ia9f~1~~te~fl~ ~~n~?~si M!_y 1910 , 
6 July 1910; Benton Advocate, 19 May 1916, 9 June 1916). 

Henry Kleinhanmer designed the following early 20th century buildings in 
Mineral Point. 

Auto Inn [Vivian! Garage], 32 Fountain Street(16/2) 
(Kleinhamner, Blueprints , 1916) 

J.J . Mauger House, no address 
(Kleinhamner, Blueprints) 

Mrs . H. Hanscom House, no address 
(Kleinhamner, Blueprints) 

Mineral Point City Water Works, no address 
(Kleinhamner, Blueprints , 1915) 

1916 

1915 

EI::MARD TaJGI (Madison) . After serving as Wisconsin's State Architect fran 
1910 to 1913, Tough established a solo practice with offices at 24 E. Mifflin 
Street, Madison. Specializing in churches and schools, Tough's architectural 
designs include Dudgeon School on Monroe Street in Madison , the Madison 
Business College Building, and the Qnro High School [1934), the Masonic Ta:rple 
in Richland Center (1920-1921], Richland Center Hospital Additions [1923, 
1929) (Rausch , 1988:224; SHSW, Architect Files). 

F.cl.ward Tough designed the following building in Mineral Point . 

Mineral Point High School, 706 Ridge Street(35/27} 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 6 March 1924) 

1924 

Very little inforrration was available for the following out-of-town architects 
errployed to design 19th century buildings in the Mineral Point Historic 
District. A design for a new high school were drawn by architect F.S. Allen 
of Joliet,. Illinois, in 1900, although the new high school at 530 Maiden 
Street(34/6) constructed as a rrodification of Allen's design was not actually 
built until 1903-1904. Allen, in partnership with R. Gaastra, designed the 
Mary Bradford High School Annex in Kenosha (Iowa County Denocrat, 27 September 
1900; 26 February 1903, 7 May 1903; SHSW, Architect Files}. In the 19th 
century, architects often were not even identified by narne. The architect of 
the First Methodist Episcopal Church, constructed during the years 1868-1871 
at 400 Doty Street(26/7), is reported in one source as an unknown architect 
from New York and in the History of Iowa County as a Chicago architect; 
however, the name of the architects Cochrane and Garnsey were found during the 
1991 intensive survey inscribed into the stone on the northeast corner of the 
facade (Fiedler , 1962:172-173; History of Iowa County, 1881:716). 
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Contractors and Builders 

While the large public buildings, churches and a few ccmnercial, industrial 
and residential buildings were designed by architects, carpenters and masons 
created the majority of the city's buildings with the aide of pattern books, 
prefabricated parts and tradition. Coincidental to the building bean that 
began in the 1840s lasted through the 1850s and 1860s, there were 19 
carpenters, and 9 masons in the city of Mineral Point according to the ?1850 
census . By 1870; the number of carpenters and masons increased to 18 stone 
masons and 23 carpenters (United States Census, 1850, 1860, 1870). Very 
little biographical information on these early builders is presently unknown . 
Similarly, the identification of exarrples of their work is limited. 
Generally , little rrore than the names of the rrany builders of Mineral Point 
architecture remains accessible, sOOB of which are listed below. 

Masons 

PHILIP ALLEN, Stone Mason . A native of Cornwall, England, Philip Allen was 
born in 1816. Allen inmigrated to America in 1842. That same year , Allen 
began to practice his trade of stone mason and plasterer in Mineral Point. 
Allen fanned a partnership with John Toay, who inmigrated with Allen and his 
brother James Allen fran Cornwall. He continued to practice his craft until 
1860 when he established a grocery and boot and shoe store with his business 
partner John Toay. They continued together in the mercantile business for a 
number of years. The following buildings are known to be constructed by the 
partnership of Toay and Allen (History of Iowa County, 1881:876; U.S. Census, 
1850, 1860 l . 

Mineral Point Railroad Passenger Depot, 13 Conmerce Street (55/4) 1856 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 23 September 1856 , 25 November 1856; 
History of Iowa County, 1881:530) 

Mineral Point Seminary, Maiden Street (not extant) 1857 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 5 May 1857) 

RICHARD ~EN, brick and stone mason. Born in Cornwal 1, England, in 1803, 
Richard Bowden inmigrated to Mineral Point in the late 1830s or early 1840s. 
Identified in the 1850 U.S. Census as a brick mason, Bow:len is listed in the 
1860 and 1870 censuses as a stone mason and carpenter . Also in the 1870 
census, Bowden reported a business firm with a work force of two men and a 
value of $1600. Apparently, Bow:len's son James Bowden, who was 26 years of 
age and born in Wisconsin, entered into business with his father (U.S. Census , 
1850, 1860, 1870; U.S. Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870). Very little 
information on the buildings constructed by the Bowden family is available; 
however, the local newspaper reported Richard :soi...den bid on the stone work for 
the remxleling of City Hall [Iowa County Courthouse, not extant] in 1877 
(National Derocrat, 16 February 1877) . 

Bowden House, Maiden Street (exact address unknown] 
(Mineral Point Tribune , 21 July 1857) 

1857 

JAMES CJ\RBIS, stone mason. James carbis, born inc . 1817 in Cornwall, 
England, inmigrated to America during the year 1842-1843. carbis was 

"--' 

l.ii.J 
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accompanied to America by another stone mason from Cornwall, Richard Thanas. 
Upon their arrival in Mineral Point in 1842-1843, Thanas and Carbis formed a 
business partnership . Identified in the U.S. census as a stone mason in 1860 
and 1870, Carbis also is reported in the 1870 as the owner of a masonry 
business with a value of $1600 and the enployer of ti,..ro men . Little other 
biographical or professional information is available on James Carbis, 
although the 1857 Wisconsin State Directory list a "Cabis" that most likely is 
a misspelling of Carbis (Erdman [Pendarvis], 1982; U.S. Census, 1850-1870; 
U.S. Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870; Smith, Durroulin and Co., 1957:181)} . 
Also, the local newspaper reported J. Carbis bid on the stone work for the 
rerrodeling of City Hall [Iowa County Courthouse, not extant] in 1877 (National 
Derrocrat, 16 February 1877) . The following buildings are attributed to the 
Thanas and Carbis partnership. 

Trelawny House, 122 Shake Rag Street (36/30) 
Pendarvis House 122 Shake Rag Street (36/30) 
Stone Cottage [Tamblyn's Row] 158 Spruce Street (35/27) 

(Erdman [Pendarvis], 1982) 
Joseph Gundry House, 234 Madison Street(21/14) 1867-1868 

(Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869) 

1843 
1845 
1845 

RICHARD OOLDSOORTHY , stone rrason and contractor. Richard Goldsworthy, born in 
Cornwall, England in 1825, inmigrated to America and Mineral Point in 1845. 
Upon his arrival in Mineral Point, Goldsworthy, who learned his craft in 
England, began his masonry contracting business. Identified as a stone rrason 
in the 1860 and 1870 census, Goldsworthy also is listed in the 1870 census as 
the owner of a firm, known as Golds\o.K:lrthy and Son, with a value of $750 that 
employed two men. According to the census, Richard Golds\o.K:lrthy's 18 year old 
son Richard H. , listed as an apprentice stone mason, had entered into business 
with his father. [Another Richard Goldsworthy with a apprentice son named 
Charles is also identified in the 1870 U.S . Census as living in Mineral 
Point]. Although Richard Goldsworthy is credited with erecting "more 
buildings than any other builder in Mineral Point," few of his contracts are 
known at present. Golds\o.K:lrthy's son Richard H. Goldsi,..rorthy continued to work 
as a mason until at least after the turn of the century (History of Iowa 
County, 1881:859-860; (U.S. Census, 1850 , 1860, 1870; U.S. Census [Industrial 
Schedule], 1870; Polk, 1905-1906:900). 

Peters Building, camerce Street (not extant) 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 20 June 1929) 

Pecatonics Stone Bridge (no address) 
(National Derrocrat, 13 July 1877, 20 July 1877) 

1877 

RIOIARD ~, stone nason . Richard Themas, born in c. 1817 in Cornwall, 
England, inmigrated to America during the year 1842-1843. Thanas was 
accorrpanied to America by James Carbis and was joined a year later by Thana.s's 
father Sampson Thomas, who also was a stone mason. Upon their arrival in 
Mineral Point in 1842-1843, Thcmas and Carbis fonned a business partnership 
(Erdrran [Pendarvis], 1982; U.S. Census, 1850-1870. Little other biographical 
or professional information is available on Richard Thanas although the local 
newspaper reported J. Carbis and R. Thanas bid on the stone work for the 
rerrodeling of City Hall [Iowa County Courthouse, not extant] in 1877 (National 
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Derrocrat, 16 February 1877) . Thanas is not listed in the business directories 
or sources of Mineral Point. The following buildings are attributed to the 
Themas and carbis partnership . 

Trelawny House, 122 Shake Rag Street (36/20) 
Pendarvis House, 122 Shake Rag Street (36/20) 
Stone Cottage [Tamblyn's Row] , 158 Spruce Street (36/27) 

{Erdrran [Pendarvis], 1982) 
Joseph Gundry House, 234 Madison Street(21/14) 

(Mineral Point Tribune, 6 January 1869) 

1843 
1845 
1845 

1867-1868 

JOIN TOAY , stone mason . John Toay, born in 1820 , imnigrated to America fran 
Cornwall, England, in 1842. Toay began to practice his trade of stone mason 
and plas_terer upon his arrival in Mineral Point. He fanned a partnership with 
Phillip Allen, who accorrpanied him to America fran Cornwall. -Toay continued 
to practice his trade until 1860 when he established a grocery and boot and 
shoe store with his partner Philip Allen . They continued in business together 
for a number of years. Toay died in 1867 . The following buildings are known 
to be constructed by the partnership of Toay and Allen . Toay also served in 
the State Legislator. (History of Iowa County, 1881:876; U.S. Census , 1850, 
1860) . 

Mineral Point Railroad Passenger Depot , 13 Corrmerce Street (55/4) 1856 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 23 September 1856, 25 November 1856; 
History of Iowa County, 1881:530) 

Mineral Point Seminary (not extant) 1857 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 5 May 1857) 

Very little biographical or professional infonration is currently available 
about the following Mineral Point stone masons: Joe Branger , Anthony Barlow, 
Dan Cober, William Cox, Charles Curtis, Abraham P. GoldSW'.)rthy, Cullen 
Goldsworthy, Wi 11 iam Goldsworthy, Wi 11 iam Hannil 1, James Hoare, Nick Hoel 1, 
Anthony James, Samuel Jenkin, John Jenkin, James and William Johnson, Thanas 
Kai 1 and Sons, James Robb, J. Penberthy , Wi 11 iam Roe the, Thanas Sanpson, 
Schaunberg and Co., John Shoborn, C. Striker, William Tink, Benjamin Tonkin, 
John Thoborn, Henry Walthouse, William Yurick (History of Iowa County, 
1881:729; National Derrocrat, 16 February 1877; Smith, Duiroulin and Co , 
1857 :181; Platt , 1873:179; Hogg, 1879:357-358; Polk, 1895:762, 1905:901). 

Carpenters and Builders 

JOIN CI.OfflEY, carpenter. John Clowney was born in New Jersey in 1816. He 
learned the trade of carpenter and joiner in Philadelphia where he grew up. 
Clowney rroved to Galena, Illinois, in 1838 and arrived in Mineral Point in 
1839. He established his business in Mineral Point upon his arrival . He 
interrupted his career in Mineral Point for four years when he went to 
California for the gold rush (History of Iowa County, 1881:855-856). In 
addition to his carpenter-builder business, Clowney operated a turning shop in 
his building on the northwest corner of North Chestnut and ClO\tJl.1ey [not 
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extant--building on site is not original shop] (Mineral Point Tribune , 27 
September 1854, 23 September 1856) In 1861, Clowney entered into a 
partnership with Richard Clarke (Mineral Point Tribune, 15 January 1861). 
According to their advertisement, this shop was equipped with planes, saws, 
rrolding machines, and turning lathes, all propelled by steam. Apparently , 
they produced sash , blinds, doors, corner boards and rroldings fran lumber 
brought in by their custaners and for their own building needs . They also 
produced spinning.wheels (Mineral Point Tribune, 30 April 1862, 21 May 1862) 

Clowney left Mineral Point again for a time when he was ccmnissioned as a 
Major and served for three years in the Civil War . Clowney returned in 1865 
and continued his contracting business; however , he and his partner Clarke 
sold their machine shop and planing mill to Lincoln and Hamron in the fall of 
1865 after the _close of the war (Mineral Point Tribune , 27 November 1865) . 
According to the 1870 census , Clowney , identified as a carpenter, owned a 
contracting business valued at $3500 errployed t\..O men (U .S. Census, 1870; U.S. 
Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870). Although Clowney worked for many years 
in Mineral Point, very little information on the buildings he constructed is 
available. 

Parish School Building, no address 
(National Derrocrat , 25 August 1869) 

1869 

ALFRED BISI-DP , carpenter and joiner. Born in Mineral Point in 1849, Bishop 
learned the trade of carpenter and joiner and \..Orked for a m.nnber of years as 
a builder in Mineral Point. He \vOrked with John Clowney for five years and 
later with Mr. Nancolas (History of Iowa County, 1881:854; National Dem:>crat, 
Sp.Ed . September 1891). Bishop's carpenter and joiner shop was located at the 
rear of the U.S. Hotel . His services included estimates and designs (National 
Derrocrat, 10 August 1877). In 1878, Bishop and Nancolas entered into the 
furniture and undertaking business, of which Bishop became sole proprietor in 
1881. The Bishop Furniture Store was located on the corner of High and 
Chestnut in the John Milton Block at 159 High Street(l4/12). No buildings 
constructed by Bishop presently are known (History of Iowa County , 1881:854; 
National Derrocrat, Sp .Ed. September 1891) . 

JOSEPH ELLERY AND 9:N; ELLERY BROIHERS, carpenters. Joseph Ellery was born in 
England c.1830. In the 1870 census, Joseph Ellery is identified as a 
carpenter and his son Tharas, age 18, is listed as an apprentice carpenter. 
Apparently, his brother Joseph joined with Thanas Ellery at the turn of t he 
century and their family contracting business became known as the Ellery 
Brothers (U.S. Census, 1870; Polk, 1905-1906:900) Very little other 
biographical information was readily available on the Ellery family. The 
Ellery family bid on large contracts in partnership with other contractors in 
the city such as Hernan Enzenroth. 

Joseph Ellery and Son: 
William Short House [addition], no address 

(Iowa County Derrocrat, 1 August 1890) 

Ellery Brothers: 
Masonic Terrple , 306 High Street(24/3) 

1890 

1897 
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(Iowa County Derrocrat, 5 August 1897) 
St. Mary's School, 216 Davis Street (21/4) 

(Iowa County Derrocrat, 7 April 1904) 
1904 

LAWRENCE GI:BrolS, contractor-carpenter . Lawrence Gibbons was active in 
Mineral Point around the turn of the century . In 1904, Gibbons rroved into the 
shop vacated by another praninent builder John H. Padon (Iowa County Derrocrat, 
7 January 1904; Polk, 1905-1906:900) . Other biographical and professional 
infonnation on Gibbons is not readily available . 

St Paul's catholic Church, 414 Ridge Street(32/16) 1909 
{Iowa County Derrocrat, 1 December 1910, 29 December 1910) 

HERMAN ENZENROI'H, builder and contractor . Herman Enzenroth carried on a 
contracting business fran at least the 1890s through the first decade of the 
20th century. Apparently , Enzenroth entered into a partnership with Jeremiah 
Crowley in the 1890s . In 1903, Enzenroth formed a liaison withs. Jenkin and 
Charles Curtis to bid on the Mineral Point High School construction project . 
Enzenroth and Crowley occupied the fonner shop of architect John Charles on 
High Street in 1899 (Polk, 1895-6:762; Polk, 1905-1906:900; Iowa County 
Derrocrat, 23 March 1899). No other biographical information on Herman 
Enzenroth was readily available. Enzenroth often bid on large contracts in 
partnership with other independent contractors. 

Masonic Terrple, 306 High Street(24/3) 1897 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 5 August 1897) 

Mineral Point High School, 530 Maiden Street(34/6) 1903 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 2 April 1903 

Methodist Episcopal Church [Interior Remxleling] 1903 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 19 November 1903) 

St . Mary's School, 216 Davis Street (21/4) 1904 
(Iowa County Derrocrat , 7 April ~904) 

JOIN NANCOLAS, carpenter and joiner. Born in Cornwall, England, in 1843, John 
Nancolas irrmigrated to Mineral Point with his parents in 1848. In Mineral 
Point, he learned the trade of carpenter and joiner and formed a partnership 
with Alfred Bishop. By 1870, according to the U.S. Census, Nancolas had a 
carpenter-builder business in partnership with Samuel Drew. In 1877, he, 
again in partnership with Bishop, established a furniture store on the corner 
of High and Chestnut Streets in the John Milton Block at 159 High 
Street(14/12) . Nancolas sold his interest to Bishop in 1881. No buildings 
constructed by Nancolas or Bishop and Nancolas presently are known (History of 
Iowa County, 1881:867; National De.rrocrat, Sp.Ed. September 1891; U.S. Census 
[Industrial Schedule], 1870). 

McKINLAY BROlHERS, contractor-builders. James McKinlay [McKinley] is listed 
as a carpenter in the 1890s (Polk, 1895-1896:763). No o.ther biographical or 
professional information is readily available on the McKinley Brothers . 
Several buildings constructed by them have been identified. 
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M.J. O'Hare House, no address 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 6 September 1889} 

Fiedler Residence on Chestnut Street [no address] 
(Iowa County Dem::icrat, 31 July 1891) 

1889 

1891 

JOSEPH F. MILLER, carpenter and builder. Joseph Mil.ler was born in 1819 in 
Pennsylvania where he learned the trade of carpenter and joiner . He arrived 
in Mineral Point by way of Freeport, Illinois in 1843 . Miller operated his 
building and contracting business for many years. He also invested in the 
mining industry (History of Iowa County, 1881:866, 729}i U.S. Census, 1850, 
1860, 1870) In the 1870 census , Joseph Miller is listed as the owner of a 
carpenter business valued at $900 and the errployer of two men (U.S . Census 
[Industrial Schedule] , 1870). 

Jam H. P~, General Contractor and Builder . Little biographical 
infornation is available on J.H . Padon. Active as a builder from at least the 
late 1880s until after the turn of the century, Padon also offered "turning, 
and scroll sawing" services in addition to his general contracting work (Iowa 
County Derrocrat, 24 March 1893; Polk, 1895-6:763}. Padon, in partnership with 
his brother Barton, was located , for a time, in Clowney's old shop on the 
corner of North Chestnut and Clowney Street in 1891 (not extant) . Previously, 
his shop was located on Fountain Street (Iowa County Derrocrat, 16 May 1890, 5 
June 1891, 8 April 1892) . Several of the buildings he constructed have been 
identified. 

Ernst Reidel House, no address 1891 
(Iowa County Derrocrat, 15 May 1891} 

W.J. Penhallegan House [Addition], no address 1891 
.(Iowa County Derrocrat, 17 April 1891) 

Pythian castle [Presbyterian Church], High Street (not extant} 1900 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 15 February 1900) 

JAMES PENHALLEGAN AND <XMPANY , carpenter-builder. James Penhallegan, a 
carpenter , operated a contracting business in the 1870s and 1880s. 
Penhallegan occasionally vK>rked in partnership with Blight Oxman (National 
Derrocrat, 6 December 1879). Little other infonration on Penhallegan is 
readily available (History of Iowa County, 1881: 729; Hogg , 1879: 358) . 

I.O.O.F #1 Lodge Roans, no address 
(National Derrocrat, 6 December 1878) 

1878 

WILLIAM PIERCE, carpenter.. In the 1870 census , Pierce is reported as the 
owner of a carpenter contracting business valued at $2500 and the errployer of 
two men. Pierce was in the building business fran at least the late 1860s 
until the early 1880s (U.S. Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870; History of 
Iowa County, 1881:729). No other biographical or professional infonnation is 
available on William Pierce although the local newspaper reported William A. 
Pierce bid on the stone work for the rerrodeling of City Hall [Iowa County 
Courthouse, not extant] in 1877 (National Derrocrat, 16 February 1877). 
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JCHN ~. carpenter and builder. A native of Cornwall, England, he was 
born in 1844 and imnigrated with his parents to Canada in 1849. He arrived in 
Mineral Point in 1852 where he learned his craft of carpenter and joiner. 
In 1877, Wasley, in partnership with John Charles, advertised as a "new 
enterprise" was prepared to "rrake estimates , draw designs and exercise T,,JQrks 
of every kind ." They had the "requisite machinery to do scrolling, turning 
etc." The Charles and Wasley shop was located in Charles' place of business 
in the old Methodist Church building. The partnership of Charles and Wasley 
continued until at least the early 1880s (History of Iowa County, 1881:855, 
729; National Derrocrat, 6 March 1873 , .6 April 1877, 23 March 1877). No 
buildings constructed by the Charles and Wasley partnership or by Wasley 
presently are known. 

Very little biographical or professional infonnation is currently available on 
the following Mineral Point contractor-builders and carpenters: John Bov-Xien, 
John Brennen, Alfred Charles, Thanas Charles, William Coad, William Collins, 
Charles Cox, Jeremiah Crowley, George Full, John Downey, William J. Gillman, 
Edward Hoskins, John Kinn, Penberthy and Tucker, Alfred Penhallegan, William 
Penberthy, Zachariah oates, Blight Oxman, William Oxman, John Phillips, John 
Prideaux, John Richards, Sarrpson Rogers, Robert Robinson, Hiram Smith, John 
Schmidt, and William Urin [Uren] and Sons (U.S. Census, 1850, 1860, 1870; U.S. 
Census [Industrial Schedule], 1870; History of Iowa County, 1881:729) . 

Beginning in the early 20th century, out-of-town corrpanies were awarded the 
contracts for some of the prominent buildings constructed in Mineral Point. 
In 1906, the General Construction Carpany of Milwaukee received the contract 
to build the sandstone First National Bank at 203 High Street(43/2) (IO\illa 
County Derrocrat, 9 August 1906) . The contract for the new U.S. Post Office 
building in 1924 was let to F.R . Comb of Minneapolis for the cost of $19,107 
(Mineral Point Tribune, 7 April 1924). 

Notes on Sources 

As in rrost comnunities, only scattered bits of infonnation about the early 
builders, architects and designers have been recorded and are readily 
available. Generally, the best sources are the accounts of the construction 
of individual buildings published in the local newspaper; however, the survey 
of local newspapers fran the 1840s through the first decade of the 20th 
century produced very little documented infonnation on the recipients of the 
building contracts as well as on the activity of the "mechanics" of the 
buildings in Mineral Point. Although architects, builders and craft persons 
received little recognition for their work in rrost c001nunities, the newspapers 
of Mineral Point awarded less than the usual arrount of recognition to their 
builders. At best, the history of the builders and architects must be pieced 
together from a variety of sources. Census records, local newspaper accounts 
of building construction, the biographies published in the 1881 History of 
Iowa County and the Wisconsin State Gazetteer were used in canbination to 
identify and record the names and assimilate bits of information on local 
craftsm:m and builders. However, a carprehensive search was prohibited 
because of time and budget constraints. In view of the historical irrportance 
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of the stone architecture of Mineral Point, systematic corrprehensive research 
on the builders and craftsmen of Mineral Point is long overdue . 

The bibliography for this chapter is located at the end of the History 
chapters . 

Related Properties Mentioned in the Text 

HISTORIC PROPERTY NAME ADDRESS/MAP CODE 

Architects 

Methodist Episcopal Church 400 Doty Street(26/7) 
Auto Inn [V.ivianl Garage] 32 Fountain Street(16/2) 
Mineral Point Municipal Building, Opera House and Library, 

CONSTRUCTION 
DATE 

1867-1871 
1916 

. 137 High Street(14/7) 1914-1915 
Hendra Brothers Store [Otis-Hendra Building] 229 High Street(43/7) 

Iron front and Rem:xieling, 1892 
Jeuck Saloon and Residence • 251 High Street (43/12) 1891 
Masonic Tenple 306 High Street(24/3) 1897 
Mineral Point High School 530 Maiden Street(34/6) 1904 
St Paul's catholic Church 114 Ridge Street(32/16) 1909 
Mineral Point High School 706 Ridge Street(35/27) 1924 
capt. Terry Homestead no address 

Rem:xieling project--Charles' personal residence 1892 
H. S. Weil House no address 
Will Osbourne House no address 
A.G. Deller House no address 
s.c. Ross House no address 
J.J. Mauger House no address 
Mrs. H. Hansccrn House no address 
Mineral Point City Water Works no address 

1891 
1891 
1891 
1891 

no date 
no date 

1915 
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Stone Masons 
/ 

Mineral Point Railroad Passenger Depot 13 Ccmnerce Street (55/4) 1856 
Joseph Gundry House 234 Madison Street (21/14) 
Trelawny House 122 Shake Rag Street (36/30) 
Pendarvis House 122 Shake Rag Street (36/30) 
Stone Cottage [Tamblyn's Row] 158 .Spruce Street (36/27) 
.Mineral Point Seminary (not extant) 530 Maiden Street 

Contractors and Builders 

St. Mary's School 216 Davis Street (21/40) 
First Methodist Episcopal Church 

Interior Rem:xleling] 400 Doty St (27/7) 
First National Bank 203 High Street (43/2) 
U.S. Post Office 269 High Street(43/17) 
Masonic Tenple 306 High Street(24/3) 
Mineral Point High School 530 Maiden (43/6) 
St Paul's catholic Church 414 Ridge Street (32/16) 
Parish School Building no address 
William Short House [addition] no address 
Bov.tlen House, Maiden Street no address 
M.J. O'Hare House, no address 
Fiedler Residence on Chestnut Street no address 
Ernst Reidel House no address 

1867-1868 
1843 
1845 
1845 
1857 

1904 

1903 
1906-1907 

1924 
1897 
1903 
1909 
1869 
1890 
1857 
1889 
1891 
1891 
1891 W.J. Penhallegan House [Addition] no address 

Pythian Castle [Presbyterian Church] High Street (not 
I .O.O.F #1 Lodge Rooms, no address 

extant) 1900 
1878 

-
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a-IAPTER XVIII SURVEY RESULTS 

Following the 1991-1992 phase of the Intensive Architectural and Historical 
Survey of Mineral Point, a survey report was prepared by Joan Rausch, the 
architectural historian and Carol Lohry Cartwright, the project historian. 
The Intensive Survey Report describes project objectives and methodology, and 
includes background architectural and historical research as well as the 
survey results and recorrmendations . In addition , a bibliography of historical 
sources specific to the City of Mineral Point has been completed. Copies of 
the Mineral Point Intensive Historical~Architectural Report are held by the 
Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, the 
Mineral Point Public Library , the Area Research Center at the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville and the City of Mineral Point . 

At the onset of the survey project, the architectural historian, Joan Rausch , 
in consultation with James Draeger of the Historic Preservation Office at the 
State Historical Society , reviewed 1003 historic resources of Mineral Point 
built prior to the early 1940s, which were identified in the 1982 
reconnaissance survey and listed in the index of historic properties prepared 
during the 1987 phase of the survey conducted by Rathbun Associates. Based on 
architectural integrity and their historical importance in the history of 
Mineral Point, 519 of these properties were classified as potentially 
contributing properties in the Mineral Point Historic District and the Mineral 
Point Hill Historic District, or potentially eligible for the NRHP for those 
properties in the city but located outside the t"10 historic districts . 
Further research and evaluation was carried out only on the contributing 
properties in the historic districts or for properties within the city but 
outside the boundaries of the districts that are ootentially eligible for the 
NRHP. Information on a specific property may be obtained fran the individual 
intensive survey form completed for each site surveyed (See sarrple fonn in 
Appendix). An index of properties included in the Mineral Point Survey is 
located at the end of this chapter . Sane historic properties in the Mineral 
Point Historic District inadvertently may not be listed in the index and as a 
result do not have an individual intensive survey fonn because the basic list 
of properties and the field survey was carried out previous to the present 
survey project. The intensive survey form corrpleted during the intensive 
survey and the index card prepared during the field survey in 1982 are located 
in the files of the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical 
Society. A copy of the intensive survey fonn and a photocopy of the 
photograph on the index card was placed in the files of the City of Mineral 
Point. 

Intensive research was carried out and noted on the intensive survey fonns of 
the 514 contributing district resources and on the five properties outside the 
Mineral Point Historic District and the Mineral Point Hill Historic District 
that, at this time, were viewed as ootentially eligible for the NRHP. 
Contributing resources were evaluated according to the National Register 
criteria as previously cited in the survey methodology chapter. Generally, 
contributing resources were viewed as buildings, structures, sites or objects 
deserving rrore investigation or as properties ootentially eligible for the 
benefits of a property listed in the NRHP. Previously, the resources in the 
Mineral Point historic districts listed in the National Register of Historic 
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Places [NRHP] in 1971 were not listed or classified individually. Only 
contributing resources in a historic district receive the benefits of a 
property listed in the NRHP. The classification or significance of a resource 
may change if the property is appropriately or inappropriately restored or 
rehabilitated or otherwise altered . Also, subsequent research may determine 
additional architectural or historic significance for these resources, as well 
as other presently unidentified resources in the city . 

Historic Districts in the City of Mineral Point 

The boundaries of the Mineral Point Historic District and of the Mineral Point 
Hill District were delineated in 1971 when the historic district naninations 
were prepared. The Mineral Point district is essentially an area of two 
miles square that follows the boundaries established when Mineral Point was 
surveyed in 1837. It is carprised of Section 31 and portions of Sections 6, 
5, and 32 and the Mineral Point Hill District essentially is coo-prised of the 
inmediate area of the Merry Christrras mine (See District Maps, pp. 259, 279) . 
These district includes rrost of the present City of Mineral Point and a small 
section located south and east of the city. National Regional Historic 
Districts are comprised of structures, buildings or sites in a geographical 
definable area that are united by historical factors and a sense of cohesive 
architectural integrity. Within these historic districts, properties are 
referred to as contributing or non-contributing . Contributing resources help 
create the environment of the district while non-contributing properties 
detract fran the character of the district. 

The classification of resources within Mineral Point historic districts are 
preliminary evaluations. Applications for financial grants and other 
assistance programs by properties classified contributing in the intensive 
survey will require further research and close cooperation with the Historic 
Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

Mineral Point Historic District 

The Mineral Point Historic District is significant under Criterion C because 
it is an assemblage of significant local exarrples of buildings representative 
of various periods of construction during the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
These buildings are united by a ccmron function to supply the mining carmunity 
in the 19th and early 20th century as well as the growing agricultural 
industry. The physical environment, characterized by 19th and early 20th 
century architectural styles, visually suggests a specific historic period 
extending fran the late 1830s through the early decades of the 20th century. 
In addition, the Mineral Point Historic District contains "sane of Wisconsin ' s 
finest stonework. " 

The Mineral Point Historic District also is significant under National 
Register Criterion A for its association with ircportant historical events in 
the history of the city, particularly the industrial, ccrrmercial and the 
inmigration and settlement develo:i;rrents in the 19th century. 

-
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LIST AND CI1\SSFICAl'IOO OF PROPERTIES IN THE MINERAL POINI' HISTORIC DISTRICT 
[Please see the individual intensive sw:vey forms for rrore specific 
infonnation] 

~ 

Address Map Code Contributing 
/Non-contributing 

111 3rd St . IA 41/02 Contributing 
107 3rd St. IA 40/34 Non-Contributing 
108 3rd St. IA 40/35 Non-Contributing 
205 3rd St. IA 41/22 Non-Contributing 
206 3rd St. IA 41/23 Contributing 
203 3rd St. IA 41/04 Non-Contributing 

7 3rd St. IA 41/24 Contributing 
004 3rd St . IA 41/25 Non-Contributing 
111 4th St. IA 41/28 Contributing 
108 4th St. IA 41/27 Non-Contributing 
114 4th St. IA 56/14 Non-Contributing 
203 4th St . IA 41/31 Non-Contributing 
204 4th St. IA 41/30 Non-Contributing 
206 4th St . IA 41/33 Non-Contributing 
207 4th St. IA 41/32 Non-Contributing 
208 4th St . IA 41/34 Non-Contributing 
103 5th St. IA 42/27 Non-Contributing ,..... 
105 5th St. IA 42/06 Contributing 
115 5th St . IA 42/05 Contributing 
209 5th St . IA 41/07 Contributing 
214 5th St. IA 41/36 Non-Contributing 
215 5th St. IA 41/35 Non-Contributing 
300 5th St. IA 31/12 Contributing 
303 5th St. IA 39/22 Non-Contributing 
321 5th St . IA 56/10 Contributing 
329 5th St. IA 57/05 Contributing 
380 5th St. IA 39/13 Non-Contributing 
404 5th St. IA 39/14 Contributing 
408 5th St. IA 39/15 Non-Contributing 
422 5th St. IA 36/10 Non-Contributing 
425 5th St . IA 36/09 Non-Contributing 
110 6th St . IA 42/07 Non-Contributing 
120 6th St. IA 42/08 Non-Contributing 
232 6th St . IA 42/09 Non-Contributing 
235 6th St. IA 42/10 . Non-Contributing 
320 6th St . IA 39/11 Non-Contributing 
119 7th St. IA 42/15 Contributing - 130 7th St. IA 42/14 Contributing 
131 7th St. IA 41/09 Non-Contributing 
204 7th St. IA 42/12 Contributing 
205 7th St. IA 42/13 Contributing 
220 7th St. IA 42/11 Contributing 
315 7th St . IA 39/06 Non-Contributing 
317 7th St. IA 39/04 Non-Contributing 
318 7th St. IA 39/05 Non-Contributing 
332 7th St . IA 39/03 Non-Contributing 
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335 7th St. IA 38/37 . . Non-contributing 
337 7th St. IA 38/35 Non-Contributing 
403 7th St . IA 38/34 Contributing 
410 7th St. IA 38/33 Contributing 
411 7th St. IA 38/32 . Non-Contributing 
420 7th St. IA 38/27 Non-Contributing 
511 7th St. IA 38/23 Non-Contributing ..,..; 

520 7th St. IA 38/25 Non-Contributing 
525 7th St . IA38/14 Contributing 
526 7th St. IA 35/15 Contributing ....., 
52 8th St. IA 56/11 Contributing 
61 8th St. IA 40/08 Non-Contributing 

110 8th St. IA 40/11 Non-Contributing 
123 8th St. IA 40/12 Non-Contributing u 
105 8th St. IA 40/09 Contributing 
106 8th St. IA 40/10 Non-Contributing 
60 8th St. IA 40/06 Non-Contributing 1..-i 

207 8th St. IA 40/13 Non-Contributing 
1200 9th St. IA 56/36 Contributing 
502 Alice St. IA 21/35 Contributing 
502A Alice St. IA 21/34 Non-Contributing '-' 

120 Antoine St . IA 25/27 . Non-Contributing 
124 Antoine St . IA 25/26 Non-Contributing 
121 Antoine St. IA 25/25 Contributing -140 Antoine St . IA 25/24 Non-Contributing 
142 Antoine St . IA 25/23 Non-Contributing 
144 Antoine St. IA 25/22 Non-Contributing -..I 
150 Antoine St . IA 25/20 . Non-Contributing 
152 Antoine St . IA 55/34 Non-Contributing 
153 Antoine St. IA 25/21 Non-Contributing 
171 Antoine St. IA 25/18 Contributing '-' 

175 Antoine St . IA 25/17 Non-Contributing 
185 Antoine St. IA 25/16 . Non-Contributing 
1020 Bollerud St. IA 42/17 Non-Contributing 
1030 Bollerud St . IA 42/19 Non-Contributing 
338 N. Bend St . IA 24/14 Contributing 
510 Broad St. IA 38/08 Non-Contributing ..... 511 Broad St. IA 38/09 . Contributing 
601 Broad St. IA 35/22 . Non-Contributing 
639 Center St. IA 35/32 Contributing 
725 Center St . IA 36/03 Contributing '-

729 Center St . IA 36/02 Contributing 
730 Center St. IA 36/04 Non-Contributing 
731 Center St. IA 35/36 Contributing 
732 Center St. IA 36/05 . Non-contributing 
735 Center St . IA 35/35 Contributing 
738 Center St. IA 36/06 . Non-Contributing 
807 Center St . IA 35/34 Contributing 
818 Center St. IA 36/07 Non-Contributing 
820 Center St. IA 36/08 . Non-Contributing 
831 Center St. IA 35/33 Contributing 
905 Center St. IA 38/02 . Non-Contributing 
907 Center St. IA 38/03 . Non-Contributing 
910 center st. IA 38/04 Contributing 



918 
921 
930 
1020 
1025 
1030 
1031 
324 
51 
98 
99 

123 
125 
208 
212 
215 
216 
217 
319 
321 
324 
324A 
360 
410 
416 

20 
llO 
110A 
112 
201 
314 
301 
303-305 
309 
334 
336 
338 
338A 
340 
341 
342 
402 
421 
425 
505 
508 
510 
530 
605 
609 
615 
616 
617 
621 

Center St. 
Center St. 
Center st. 
Center St. 
Center St. 
center St . 
Center St. 
Chestnut St , 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut st . 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St . 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut St. 
N. Chestnut st. 
N. Chestnut St. 
S. Chestnut St. 
S. Chestnut St. 
s. Chestnut St . 
s. Chestnut St. 
S. Chestnut St. 
s. Chesnut St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
Church St. 
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IA 38/05 
IA 38/06 
IA 38/07 
IA 38/28 
IA 38/22 
IA 38/26 
IA 38/21 
IA 21/17 
IA 55/28 
IA 20/12 
IA20/11 
IA 20/17 
IA 23/17 
IA 20/36 . 
IA 21/01 
IA 23/18 
IA 21/02 
IA 23/19 
IA 23/20 
IA 23/21 
IA 21/17 
IA 21/16 
IA 21/18 
IA 25/05 
IA 25/04 
IA 14/33 
IA 14/34 
IA 16/05 
IA 16/06 
IA 17/30 
IA 16/26 
IA 19/25 
IA 19/24 
IA 19/20 
IA 19/23 
IA 19/22 
IA 19/21 
IA 19/19 
IA 19/18 
IA 19/17 
IA 19/16 
IA 26/08 
IA 27/15 
IA 27/16 
IA 26/11 
IA 26/12 
IA 26/13 
IA 26/16 
IA 26/17 
IA 26/19 
IA 26/20 
IA 26/22 
IA 26/21 
IA 26/23 

Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
contributing · 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non::-Contributing 
Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Contributing 

. Contributing 

. Contributing 
Contributing 
Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Contributing 
Contributinc;i 
Contributing 
Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Contributing 
Non-Contributing 

. Non-Contributing 
Contributing 
Contributing 

. Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Contributing 

. Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 

. Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 

. Non-Contributing 

. Non-Contributing 

. Non-Contributing 

. Contributing 
Contributing 

. Non-contributing 

. Contributing 
Contributing 
Non-Contributing 

. Contributing 

. Contributing 

. Contributing 
Contributing 
Non-contributing 

. Non-Contributing 
Non-Contributing 
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624 Church St . IA 26/24 Contributing 
625 Church St. IA 26/25 Contributing 
627 Church St. IA 26/27 Contributing 
630 Church St. IA 26/26 Contributing 
715 Church St. IA 26/28 Non-Contributing 

• 715A Church St . IA 27/02 Contributing 
716 Church St. IA 26/29 Non-contributing 
720 . Church St. IA 26/30 Non-Contributing 
722 Church St. IA 26/31 Contributing 
107 Clowney St. IA 23/12 Contributing 
110 Clowney St. IA 55/29 . Contributing 
115 Clowney St. IA 23/13 Contributing 
118 Clowney St. IA 23/14 Non-Contributing 
123 Clowney St. IA 23/15 Contributing 
127 Clowney St. IA 23/16 . Contributing 
202 Clowney St. IA 20/35 . Non-Contributing 
209 Clowney St. IA 20/34 Contributing 
213 Clowney St. · IA 20/33 Contributing 
215 C::lowney St. IA 20/32 Contributing 
220 Clowney St. IA 20/31 Non-contributing 
221 Clowney St. IA 20/30 Contributing 
224 Clowney St. IA 20/28 Non-Contributing 
225 Clowney St. IA 20/29 . Non-Contributing 

6 COOrnerce St. IA 42/28 • Non-contributing ...... 
8 Coomerce St . IA 42/27 Non-contributing 

13 Coomerce St. IA 55/04 Contributing 
15 Coomerce St. IA 42/29 . Non-contributing ....... 18 COOrnerce St. IA 16/12 Contributing 
20 Ccmrerce St. IA 16/10 Contributing 
23 Camerce St. IA 15/13 . Contributing 
27 COOrnerce St. IA 42/30 Non-contributing \...J 

105 Coomerce St . IA 15/11 Non-contributing 
107 Ccmnerce St . IA 15/10 . Non-contributing 
111 CClnnerce St . IA 15/08 Contributino I..... 

111A carmerce st. IA 15/SA Contributing 
121 carmerce St . IA 15/06 . Non-contributing 
121A Coomerce St . IA 15/6A . Non-Contributing 

-.....J 121B carmerce St. IA 15/07 Non-contributing 
200 carmerce st. IA 15/32 Contributing 
209 carmerce st. IA 55/13 . Contributing 
214 carmerce St . IA 36/14 . . . Non-contributing 
217 COOrnerce St . IA 55/12 . Contributinc;,J 
219 cannerce st . IA 15/27 . Contributinc;,J 
221 Ccmnerce St. IA 15/11 . ContributinQ '--223 Cootterce St. IA 55/09 . Contributing 
225 cannerce st. IA 55/10 Contributing 
227 Coomerce St . IA 15/23 Contributing 
303 carmerce St . IA 55/08 Contributing .... 
315 Ccmrerce St. IA 15/21 . Contributinq 
319 Coomerce St. IA 55/07 . Non-contributing 
320 carmerce st . IA 15/29 Contributing 
411 cannerce st. IA 20/13 . Non-contributing 
421 Coomerce St. IA 36/11 . Contributing 
555 COOrnerce St. IA 25/02 . Non-contributing 

1--i 
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608 Coomarce St. IA 24/36 Non-Contributing 
610 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/35 Non-Contributing 
612 cannerce st . IA 24/34 Contributing 
614 Coorrerce St . IA 24/33 Non-Contributing 
620 Ccmnerce St . IA 24/32 Non~Contributing 
622 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/31 Non-Contributing 
625 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/30 Non-Contributing 
626 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/29 Non-Contributing 
630 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/28 Non-Contributing 
631 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/27 Non-Contributing 
632 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/26 Contributing 
635 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/25 Non-Contributing 
637 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/24 Non-Contributing 
642 Ccmnerce st. IA 24/22 Non-Contributing 
643 Ccmrerce St. IA 24/21 Non-Contributing r-: 644 Carmerce St . IA 24/20 Contributing 
645 Ccmnerce St. IA 24/18 Non-Contributing 
646 Carmerce St. IA 24/19 Non-Contributing 
647 Cornnerce St. IA 24/17 Non-Contributing 
650 Ccmnerce St . IA 24/16 . Non-Contributing 
19 w. Ccmnerce St. IA 36/12 Non-Contributing 

206 W. Comnerce St . IA 21/19 Contributing 
212 W. Ccmnerce St . IA 21/20 Contributing 
213 w. Coomerce St . IA 21/22 Non-Contributing 
216 w. Ccmnerce St. IA 21/21 Non-Contributing 
217 w. Ccmnerce St . IA 21/23 Non-Contributing 
219 w. Ccmnerce St . IA 21/24 Non-Contributing 
219A W. Cannerce St . IA 21/25 Non-Contributing 
221 W. Ccmnerce St. IA 21/26 Non-Contributing 
223 W. Ccmnerce St . IA 21/27 Non-Contributing 
225 w. Ccmnerce St. IA 21/28 Non-Contributing 
230 W. Ccmnerce St. IA 22/03 Non-Contributing 
305 w. Ccmnerce St . IA 25/06 Non-Contributing 
312 W .- Ccmnerce St . IA 25/07 Non-Contributing 
313 W. Ccmnerce St . IA 25/08 Non-Contributing 
412 w. Ccmnerce St. IA 24/13 Contributing 
423 w. carrnerce St . IA 55/33 Contributing 
423A w. carrnerce st. IA 23/05 Non-Contributing 
206 Copper St. IA 26/05 Contributing 
206A Copper St. IA 26/06 Contributing 
206C Copper St. IA 25/29 Non-Contributing 
298 Copper St. IA 25/33 Non-Contributing 
300 Copper St . IA 25/32 Non-Contributing 
302 Copper St . IA 55/35 Non-Contributing 
605 Cothren St . IA 17/14 Contributing 
705 Cothren St. IA 17/15 Non-Contributing 
712 Cothren St . IA 40/02 Non-Contributing 
714 Cothren St. IA 40/03 Non-Contributing 
207 Davis St. IA 21/03 Contributing 
215 Davis St. IA 21/06 Contributing 
216 Davis St. IA 21/04 Contributing 
219 Davis St. IA 21/07 Contributing 
221 Davis St. IA 21/08 Contributing 
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224 Davis St. IA 21/05 Contributing 
224A Davis St . IA 21/11 Contributing 
224B Davis St . IA 21/09 Contributing 

Davis St. IA 21/10 Contributing 
...., 

235 
243 Davis St. IA 21/12 Contributing 
245 Davis St. IA 21/13 Contributing 

21 E. Davis St. IA 36/14 Non-Contributing I-,;,/ 

512 Decatur St. IA 33/23 Non-Contributing 
515 Decatur St. IA 33/24 Non-Contributing 
516 Decatur st. IA 34/02 Non-Contributing 
520 Decatur St. IA 34/03 Contributing 
521 Decatur St . IA 24/05 Contributing 
602 Decatur St . IA 32/33 Non-Contributing 
604 Decatur St. IA 32/34 Non-Contributing 
107 Dodge St. IA 27/09 Contributing 
110 Dodge St. IA 33/30 Contributing 
116 Dodge St. IA 33/31 Contributing 
121 Dodge St. IA 33/32 Contributing 
204 Dodge St. IA 33/33 Contributing 
212 Dodge St . IA 33/34 . Contributing 
216 Dodge St. IA 33/35 Contributing 
220 Dodge St. IA 33/36 Non-Contributing 
320 Dodge St. IA 24/04 Contributing 
324 Dodge St. IA 24/05 Contributing ..... 
328 Dodge St. IA 24/06 Contributing 
329 Dodge St. IA 25/15 Non-Contributing 
332 Dodge St. IA 24/07 Non-Contributing ..... 
333 Dodge St. IA 25/14 Non-Contributing 
335 Dodge St . IA 25/13 Contributing 
336 Dodge St. IA 24/08 Contributing 
337 Dodge St . IA 25/12 Non-Contributing '--' 

338 Dodge St. IA 24/09 . Non-Contributing 
340 Dodge St. IA 24/10 Non-Contributing 
342 Dodge St. IA 24/11 Non-Contributing 
344 Dodge St . IA 24/12 Non-Contributing 
363 Dodge St . IA 25/10 Non-Contributing 
363A Dodge St. IA 25/11 Non-Contributing ,_, 
610 Dodge St. IA 37/29 . Contributing 
611 Dodge St. IA 37/35 Non-Contributing 
611A Dodge St. IA 37/32 Non-Contributing 
611B Dodge St. IA 37/36 Non-Contributing '-' 
615 Dodge St. IA 37/34 Non-Contributing 
622 Dodge St . IA 37/31 . Non-Contributing 
625 Dodge St. IA 37/30 Non-Contributing -713 Dodge St . IA 37/33 Non-Contributing 

30 Doty St. IA 20/14 Non-Contributing 
207 Doty St. IA 20/19 Non-Contributing 
215 Doty St. IA 20/20 Contributing 
225 Doty St. IA 20/22 Non-Contributing 
226 Doty St. IA 20/24 Non-Contributing 
214 Doty St. IA 20/21 . Non-Contributing 
227 Doty St. IA 20/23 Non-Contributing 
229 Doty St. IA 20/25 . Non-Contributing 
301 Doty St. IA 20/26 Contributing 

'--' 
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323 Doty St. IA 55/25 Contributing 
325 Doty St. IA 19/33 Non-Contributing 
327 Doty St. IA 19/34 Contributing 
331 Doty St. IA 55/26 Contributing 
400 Doty St . IA 26/07 Contributing 
402 Doty St. IA 29/26 Contributing 
406 Doty St. IA 29/27 Contributing 
410 Doty St. IA. 29/28 Contributing 
414 Doty St. IA 29/29 Contributing 
415 Doty St. IA 29/25 Contributing 
418 Doty St. IA 29/30 Contributing 
419 . Doty St. IA 29/24 Contributing 
422 Doty St. IA 29/31 Contributing 
423 Doty St. IA 29/23 Contributing 
426 Doty St. IA 29/32 Contributing 
427 Doty St . IA 29/22 Contributing 
429 Doty St. IA 29/21 Contributing 
430 Doty St . IA 29/33 Contributing 
434 Doty St. IA 29/20 Contributing 
505 Doty St. IA 29/16 Non-Contributing 
514 Doty St . IA 29/19 Contributing 

r-, 518 Doty St. IA 29/17 Contributing 
519 Doty St. IA 29/15 Contributing 
618 Doty St. IA 29/12 . Non-Contributing 
620 Doty St. IA 29/11 Contributing 
710 Doty St. IA 29/09 Non-Contributing 
711 Doty St. IA 29/08 Contributing 
714 Doty St. IA 29/06 Contributing 
715 Doty St. IA 29/07 Contribut ing 
718 Doty St. IA 29/04 Contributing 
719 Doty St . IA 29/05 Non-Contributing 
721 Doty St. IA 29/02 Non-Contributing 
722 Doty St. IA 29/03 Contributing 
710 Fair St. IA 35/07 Contributing 
716 Fair St. IA 35/06 Contributing 
720 Fair St. IA 35/05 Non-Contributing 
721 Fair St . IA 34/17 . Non-Contributing 
724 Fair St. IA 35/04 Contributing 
725 Fair St. IA 34/18 Non-Contributing 
726 Fair St. IA 35/03 Non-Contributing 
729 Fair St. IA 34/19 Non-Contributing 
731 Fair St. IA 34/20 Non-Contributing 
732 Fair St. IA 35/02 Non-Contributing 
415 Flint St. IA 38/20 . Non-Contributing 
416 Flint St. IA 38/29 Non-Contributing 
418 Flint St. IA 38/31 Contributing 

6 Fmmtain St. IA 15/33 Non-Contributing 
9 Fountain St. IA 15/05 Non-Contributing 

12 Fountain St . IA 15/34 Contributing 
14 Fountain St. IA 15/35 Contributing 
16 Fountain St. IA 55/14 Contributing 
32 Fountain St. · IA 16/02 Contributing 

101 Fountain St. IA 16/03 Non-Contributing 
114 Fountain St . IA 16/04 Non-Contributing 
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133 Fountain St. IA 14/35 Contributing 
203 Fountain St. IA 55/22 Contributing 
212 Fountain St. IA 19/06 Non-Contributing 
216 Fountain St. IA 19/05 Contributing '-.) 

220 Fountain St. IA 19/04 Contributing 
224 Fountain St. IA 55/27 Contributing 
230 Fountain St. IA 19/02 Contributing 
305 Fountain st. IA 18/27 Contributing 
305A Fountain St. IA 18/28 Non-Contributing 
321 Fountain st. IA 18/29 Contributing 
407 Fountain St. IA 18/36 Non-Contributing 
409 Fountain St. IA 18/34 Contributing 
410 Fountain St. IA 18/35 Non-Contributing 
421 Fountain St. IA 18/33 Non-Contributing 
508 Fountain St . IA 32/27 Non-Contributing 
509 Fountain St . IA 32/23 Contributing 
518 Fountain St. IA 32/28 Contributing 
520 Fountain St . IA 32/29 Contributing 
525 Fountain St . IA 32/22 . Contributing 
526 Fountain St . IA 32/30 Contributing 
527 Fountain St. IA 32/21 Non-Contributing 
530 Fountain St . IA 32/31 Contributing 
535 Fountain St. IA 32/20 Non-Contributing 
603 Fountain St . IA ·32/19 Non-Contributing '-' 
607 Fountain St. IA 32/18 . Non-Contributing 
609 Fountain St. IA 56/06 Contributing 
705 Fountain St. IA 32/14 Non-Contributing 
714 Fountain St . IA 31/33 . Non-Contributing '-' . 
715 Fountain St. IA 56/05 . Non-Contributing 
720 Fountain St. IA 31/34 . Non-Contributing 
805 Fountain St. IA 31/31 Contributing w 
808 Fountain St . IA 31/35 Contributing 
809 Fountain St . IA 31/30 Non-Contributing 
812 Fountain St . IA 31/36 Non-Contributing 

'-' 818 Fountain St . IA 32/02 Non-Contributing 
819 Fountain St . IA 31/28 Contributing 
819A Fountain St. IA 31/29 Contributing 
822 Fountain St . IA 32/03 Non-Contributing -.....; 

825 Fountain St. IA 31/26 Non-contributing 
10 Front St . IA i6/13 Contributing 
12 Front St. IA 16/14 . Non-Contributing ,,___ 
14 Front St . IA 16/15 . Contributing 

104 Front St. IA 16/16 Contributing 
104A Front St. IA 17/27 Contributing 

\...I 111 Front St. IA 16/09 Contributing 
112 Front St . IA 16/20 Contributing 
112A Front St . IA 16/18 Contributing 
208 Front St. IA 16/28 Non-contributing --.I 

210 Front St. IA 16/29 . Contributing 
302 Front St. IA 16/30 . Non-contributing 
306 Front St. IA 16/31 Contributing 
308 Front St. IA 55/16 Non-Contributing 
309 Front St. IA 16/34 Contributing 
310 Front St. IA 16/33 Contributing --
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404 Front St . IA 17/02 Contributing 
r 407 Front St. IA 16/35 . Contributing 

410 Front St. IA 17/04 Contributing 
411 Front St . IA 17/03 Contributing 
415 Front St . IA 17/05 Contributing 
416 Front St. IA 17/07 Contributing 
417 Front St. IA 17/06 Contributing 
420 Front St . IA 17/10 Contributing 
421 Front St. IA 17/08 Contributing 
505 Front St. IA 17/09 Contributing 
510 Front St. IA 17/13 Non-Contributing 
511 Front St. IA 17/11 Contributing 
513 Front St. IA 17/12 Contributing 
535 Front St. IA 34/13 Contributing 
205 Garden St. IA 21/30 Contributing 
215 Garden St. IA 21/31 Non-Contributing 
225 Garden St. IA 21/32 Contributing 
229 Garden St. IA 21/33 Non-Contributing 
503 Green St . IA 38/24 Non-Contributing 

19 High St. IA 15/31 Contributing 
22 High St. IA 14/13 Contributing 
26 High St. IA 14/15 Contributing 
28 High St. IA 14/16 Contributing 
31 High St. IA 14/02 Contributing 
33 High St. IA 14/03 Contributing 
35 High St. 1A 14/04 Contributing 
38 High St. IA 14/17 Contributing 
39 High St. IA 14/05 Contributing 
40 High St. IA 14/18 Contributing 
43 High St. IA 14/06 Contributing 
52 High St. IA 55/02 Contributing 
60 High St. IA 14/20 Non-Contributing 

104 High St. IA 14/21 Contributing 
110 High St. IA 14/22 Contributing 
114 High St. IA 14/23 Contributing 
122 High St . IA 14/24 Contributing 
124 High St . IA 14/25 Contributing 
128 High St. IA 14/26 Contributing 
130 High St. IA 55/03 Contributing 
134 High St. IA 14/28 Contributing 
137 High St. IA 14/07 Contributing 
137A High St. IA 20/04 Non-Contributing 
138 High St. IA 14/27 Contributing 
140-146 High St. IA 14/28 Contributing 
145 High St. IA 14/08 Contributing 
147 High St. IA 14/09 . Contributing 
148 High St. IA 14/29 . Contributing 
151 High St. IA 14/10 . Contributing 

("JVvpcff>d.-154 High St. IA 14/30 . ~Contributing 
155 High St. IA14/11 . Contributing 
158 High St. IA 14/31 Contributing 
159 High St. IA 14/12 Contributing 
160 High St. IA 14/32 Contributing 
203 High St. IA 43/02 Contributing 
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206 High St. IA 43/29 . . Contributing 
207 High St. IA 43/03 . . . Contributing 
210 High St. IA 43/28 . . Contributing 
213 High St. IA 43/04 . Contributing 
214 High St. IA 43/28A • . Contributing 
215 High St. IA 43/05 . Contributing 
216 High St. IA 43/27 Non-Contributing 
·218 High St. IA 43/26 Contribut1ng 
222 High St. IA 43/25 Contributing 
223 High St . IA 43/06 Contributing 
229 High St. IA 43/07 . Contributing 
231 High St. IA 43/08 Contributing 
232 High St. IA 43/25A . Contributing 
234 . High St . IA 43/24 . Non-Contributing 
235 High St. IA 43/09 Contributing 
236-240 High St. IA 43/23 Contributing 
241 High St. IA 43/10 Contributing 
242 High St. IA 43/22 Contributing 
243 High St. IA 43/11 contributing 
245 High St. IA 43/llA Contributing w 246 High St . IA 43/21 . . Contributing 
248 High St. IA 43/21A . Contributing 
249 High St. IA 43/12 . Non-Contributing 
250 High St. IA 56/22 . Non-Contributing 
251 High St. IA 43/13 Contributing 
252 High St . IA 56/21 . Contributing 
254 High St. IA 56/20 Contributing ..... 
259 High St. IA 43/14 Contributing 
260 High St. IA 43/19 . Non-Contributing 
261 High St. IA 43/15 • . Contributing 
262 High St. IA 43/18 Contributing 

..... 
267 High St. IA 43/16 . Contributing 
269 High St. IA 43/17 . Contributing 
306 High St. IA 24/03 . Contributing = 
307 High St . IA 23/27 . . Contributing 
310 High St. IA 24/02 . . Contributing 
311 High St. IA 23/28 . Contributing -..I 
315 High St. IA 23/29 . Contributing 
318 High St. IA 23/34 Contributing 
319 High St. IA 23/30 . Contributing 
319A High St. IA 23/26 . Contributing 
322 High St. IA 23/33 . Non-Contributing 
323 High St. IA 23/31 Contributing 
324 High St. IA 23/32 Contributing .... 
325 High St . IA 23/25 Non-Contributing 
326 High St. IA 18/26 . Contributing 
330 High St . IA 18/25 . Contributing 

~ 334 High St. IA 18/24 . Contributing 
336 High St. IA 18/23 . Contributing 
340 High St. IA 18/22 . Contributing 
344 High St. IA 18/21 Non-Contributing '--' 

350 High St. IA 18/20 . Contributing 
402 High St . IA 26/08 Contributing 
409 High St. IA 26/09 Contributing 
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412 High St. IA 26/10 Non-Contributing 
609 High St. IA 33/27 Non-Contr ibuting 
615 High St . IA 33/28 Non-Contributing 
615A High St . IA 27/27 Contributing 
617 High St. IA 28/06 Contributing - 621 High St. IA 33/29 Non-Contributing 
716 High St . IA 28/02 Contributing 

17 N. Iowa St . IA 19/13 Non-Contributing 
,--. 21 N. Iowa St . IA 19/14 Contributing 

25 N. Iowa St. IA 19/15 Non-Contributing 
47 N. Iowa St. IA 23/24 Contributing 
48 N. Iowa St . IA 28/33 Non-Contributing 
54 N. Iowa. St . IA 28/32 Contributing 
55 N. Iowa St . IA 23/23 . Contributing 
56 N. Iowa. St. IA 28/31 Contributing 

f-- 58 N. Iowa. St . IA ·28/30 Contributing 
59 N. Iowa St . IA 23/22 Non-Contributing 

104 N. Iowa St . IA 28/29 Contributing 
108 N. Iowa. St . IA 28/28 Non-Contributing 
109 N. Iowa. St. IA 22/27 Non-Contributing 
120 N. Iowa St. IA 28/27 Contributing 
205 N. Iowa. St. IA 22/26 Non-Contributing 
212 N. Iowa St. IA 28/25 Non-Contributing 
216 N. Iowa St. IA 28/24 Contributing 
219 N. Iowa. St. IA 22/29 Contributing ,......, 220 N. Iowa St . IA 28/23 Non-Contributing 
107 s. Iowa St . IA 32/25 Contributing 
108 S. Iowa St. IA 18/19 Contributing 
110 S. Iowa. St. IA 18/18 Non-Contributing 
111 S. Iowa. St. IA 32/24 Contributing 
112 s. Iowa St. IA 18/17 Non-Contributing 
203 S. Iowa. St. IA 32/26 Contributing 
205 S. Iowa St. IA 33/22 Non-Contributing 
215 S. Iowa St . IA 33/21 Contributing 
216 S. Iowa St . IA 18/16 Contributing 

r-, 216A S. Iowa St . IA 18/15 Contributing 
220 S. Iowa St. IA 18/14 Non-Contributing 
303 S. Iowa St. IA 33/20 Non-Contributing 
307 S. Iowa St. IA 33/19 Non-Contributing 
308 s . Iowa St. IA 18/13 Contributing 
311 S. Iowa St.- IA 33/18 Contributing 
403 S. Iowa St . IA 34/10 Contributing ......, 
404 S. Iowa St . IA 55/21 Non-Contributing 
407 S. Iowa St. IA 34/11 Non-Contributing 
411 S. Iowa St. IA 34/12 Contributing ,...., 30 Jackson St. No photo Non-Contributing 

40 Jackson St. IA 56/19 Contributing 
103 Jackson St. IA 42/22 Contributing 

....., 
ttdJ 

105 Jackson St. IA 42/23 Contributing 
112 Jackson St . IA 42/19 Non-Contributing 

-J~ 14 Jail Alley IA 15/30 Contributing 
b 105 Jail Alley IA 20/03 . Contributing 

105A Jai 1 Alley IA 20/15 Non-Contributing 
111 Jai 1 Alley IA 20/05 Contributing 
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115 Jail Alley IA 20/06 Contributing -117 Jail Alley IA 20/07 . Contributing 
119 Jail Alley IA 20/08 . Contributing 
153 Jail Alley IA 20/09 . Non-Contributing ._ 

5 Liberty St . IA 41/26 Contributing 
419 Liberty St. IA 55/19 Non-Contributing 
504 Liberty St. IA 17/28 Contributing ,__, 
234 Madison St. IA 21/14 Contributing 
308 Madison St. IA 22/16 . Contributing 
326 Madison St. IA 22/15 Contributing 
330 Madison St . IA 22/14 Contributing 
415 Madison St . IA 27 /14 Contributing 
421 Madison St . IA 27/12 . Non-Contributing 
422 Madison St. IA27/13 . . Non-Contributing 
423 Madison St. IA 27/11 Contributing 
425 Madison St. IA 27/10 Contributing 
426 Madison St . IA 27/08 Contributing 
531 Madison St . IA 27/07 Contributing 
614 Madison St. IA 27/06 . Non-Contributing 
617 Madison St . IA 27/05 Non-Contributing 
618 Madison St . IA 27/04 . Non-Contributing 
613 Madison St . IA 27/03 Non~Contributing 
715 Madi son "St . IA 26/36 Non-Contributing 
719 Madison St. IA 26/35 Non-Contributing ._ 
721 Madison St . IA 26/34 . Non-Contributing 
728 Madison St . IA 26/33 . Non-Contributing 
731 Madison St. IA 26/32 Contributing 
731A Madison St. IA 28/03 Contributing 
101 Maiden St . IA 16/19 Non-Contributing 
112 Maiden St . IA 16/24 Contributing 
115 Maiden St . IA 16/23 Contributing 
118 Maiden St. IA 16/25 Non-Contributing 
205 Maiden St. IA 16/22 Contributing 
303 Maiden St . IA 17/29 . Contributing ._ 
305 Maiden St. IA 17/31 . . Contributing 
311 Maiden St. IA 17/32 . Non-Contributing 
313 Maiden St. IA 17/33 Non-Contributing ._ 315 Maiden St . IA 17/34 Contributing 
318 Maiden St . IA 17/35 Non-Contributing 
319 Maiden St . IA 18/02 . Contributing 
322 Maiden St. IA 18/03 . Contributing 
324 Maiden St. IA 18/04 . Contributing 
325 Maiden St . IA 18/06 . Non-Contributing 
326 Maiden St. IA 18/05 . . Contributing l,,..J 

328 Maiden St . IA 18/07 . . Contributing 
330 Maiden st. IA 18/08 Contributing 
401 Maiden St . IA 18/10 . Non-Contributing 
402 Maiden St . IA 18/09 . Contributing w· 

506 Maiden St. IA 34/09 Contributing 
507 Maiden St. IA 56/07 Non-Contributing 
511 Maiden St. IA 33/16 . . . Contributing 
515 Maiden St . IA 33/15 Contributing 
516 Maiden St . IA 34/08 Non-contributing 
517 Maiden St . IA 33/14 . Non-contributing 

'--' 
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518 Maiden St. IA 34/07 Contributing 
519 Maiden St . IA 33/13 Contributing 
523 Maiden St . IA 33/12 Contributing 
529 Maiden St . IA 33/11 Non-Contributing 
530 Maiden St . IA 34/06 Contributing 
605 Maiden St. IA 33/10 Contributing 
610 Maiden St . IA 35/31 · Non-Contributing 
611 Maiden St . IA 33/09 . Contributing 
612 Maiden St. IA 35/30 Contributing 
615 Maiden St . IA 33/08 Contributing 
617 Maiden St . IA 33/07 Contributing 
618 Maiden St . IA 35/29 Contributing 
619 Maiden St . IA 33/06 Contributing 
248 Meeker St. IA 18/30 Contributing 
249 Meeker St. IA 18/31 Non-Contributing 
253 Meeker St . IA 18/32 Non-Contributing 
215 Merry Chris trras Ln. IA 25/34 Non-Contributing 
211 Mineral St . IA 22/02 . . Non-Contributing 
217 Mineral St . IA 55/30 Non-Contributing 
219 Mineral St. IA 21/36 Contributing 
223 Mineral St . IA 23/04 Non-Contributing 
305 Mineral St . IA 22/36 . Contributing 
309 Mineral st . IA 22/35 Contributing 
310 Mineral St. IA· 22/34 Non-Contributing 
315 Mineral St . IA 22/33 Contributing 
316 Mineral St. IA 22/32 . Non-Contributing 
321 Mineral St . IA 22/31 Contributing 
327 Mineral St . IA 22/30 Contributing 
407 Mineral St . IA 28/22 Non-Contributing 
413 Mineral St . IA 28/20 . Contributing 
415 Mineral St. IA 28/21 Non-Contributing 
423 Mineral St . IA 28/19 Contributing - 426 Mineral St . IA 28/17 Non-Contributing 
427 Mineral St. IA 28/18 . Contributing 
430 Mineral St . IA 28/16 Contributing 
506 Mineral St . IA 28/14 Contributing 
513 Mineral St. IA 28/15 Non-Contributing 
515 Mineral St . IA 28/13 Contribut ing 
520 Mineral St . IA 28/09 . Contributing 
520A Mineral St. IA 28/10 Non-Contributing 
537 Mineral St . IA 28/08 Non-Contributing 
840 oak St . IA 38/19 Non-Contributing 
100 Old Darlington Rd. IA 42/32 Non-Contributing 
102 Old Darlington Rd. IA 42/33 Non-Contributing 
114 Old Darlington Rd. IA 42/34 Non-Contributing 

Old Darlington Rd. IA 57/04 . . Contributing 
53 Park St . IA 28/34 . Non-Contributing 
57 Park St . IA 28/35 . . Non-Contributing 

224 Park St . IA 29/18 Contributing 
130 Pine St. IA 19/29 Non-contributing 
131 Pine St. IA 19/28 . Non-contributing 
132 Pine St . IA 19/27 . Non-contributing 
305 Pine St . IA 22/11 . Non-contributing 
309 Pine St. IA 22/10 Contributing 
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315 Pine St. IA 22/09 Contributing 
319 Pine St. IA 22/07 Contributing 
320 Pine St ~ IA 22/08 Contributing 
323 Pine St. IA 22/06 Non-Contributing '-' 

324 Pine St. IA 22/05 Contributing 
412 Pine St. IA 22/04 Contributing 
412A Pine St . IA 55/31 Contributing ;_j 

417 Pine St . IA 21/29 Non-Contributing 
712 Pleasant St. IA 34/29 Non-Contributing 
712A Pleasant St. IA 34/28 Non-Contributing 
714 Pleasant St. IA 34/27 Non-Contributing 
716 Pleasant St . IA 34/26 Non-Contributing 
718 Pleasant St . IA 34/25 Non-Contributing 
719 Pleasant St. IA 32/08 Contributing 
721 Pleasant St. IA 32/07 Non-Contributing 
725 Pleasant St. IA 32/06 . . Non-Contributing 
727 Pleasant St . IA 32/05 Non-Contributing 
731 Pleasant St . IA 32/04 Non-Contributing 
732 Pleasant St. IA 32/03 Non-Contributing 
107 Ridge St. IA 33/26 . Contributing 
115 Ridge St. IA 33/25 . Contributing ~ 

205 Ridge St . IA 26/18 . ·eontributing 
215 Ridge St. IA 29/14 Contributing 
307 Ridge St. IA 29/34 Contributing 
308 Ridge St . IA 29/13 Contributing 
309 Ridge St. IA 29/35 Non-Contributing 
311 Ridge St. IA 29/36 Contributing 

I...,.) 407 Ridge St. IA 32/13 Non-Contributing 
411 Ridge St. IA 32/12 Non-Contributing 
414 Ridge St. IA 32/16 Contributing 
414A Ridge St . IA 32/17 Contributing 
414B Ridge St. IA 32/37 Contributing 
415 Ridge St . IA 32/11 Contributing 
425 Ridge St. IA 32/10 . . Contributing 
425A Ridge St. IA 32/9 . Contributing 
504 Ridge St. IA 32/35 Contributing 
513 Ridge St. IA 34/30 . Non-Contributing 
515 Ridge St . IA 34/31 . Contributing 
535 Ridge St . IA 34/15 . Non-Contributing 
535A Ridge St . IA 34/15 Non-contributing 
636 Ridge St. IA 35/28 Contributing 
705 Ridge St. IA 35/08 Contributinq 
705A Ridge St. IA 35/09 . Non-contributing 
706 Ridge St. IA 35/27 Contributing J 714 Ridge St . IA 35/26 . . . ContributiRg 
718 Ridge St . IA 35/25 Contributing 
801 Ridge St . IA 38/20 . Non-Contributing 
809 Ridge St. IA 35/10 . Non-Contributing .__, 

810 Ridge St. IA 35/23 . Non-Contributing 
810A Ridge St. IA 35/24 . Non-Contributing 
811 Ridge St . IA 35/11 Non-contributing 
815 Ridge St. IA 35/12 . Non-Contributing 
817 Ridge St. IA 35/13 Non-Contributing 
819 Ridge St. IA 35/14 . Non-contributing 

"-'-' 
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821 Ridge St . IA 35/15 Non-Contributing 
c. 900 Ridge St. IA 38/11 Contributing 
915 Ridge St . IA 35/16 Non-Contributing 
916 Ridge St. IA 35/21 Non-Contributing 
920 Ridge St. IA 38/12 Contributing 
1015 Ridge St . IA 35/18 Non-Contributing 
400 Ross St . IA 34/24 Non-Contributing 
401 Ross St. IA 34/23 Non-Contributing 
402 Ross St. IA 34/22 Non-Contributing 
403 Ross St. IA 34/21 Non-Contributing 
702 Ross St. IA 28/04 Non-Contributing 

10 Shake Rag St . IA 37/15 . Non~Contributing 
14 Shake Rag St. IA 37/19 Contributing 
15 Shake Rag St . . IA 37/18 Contributing 
17 Shake Rag St. IA 37/17 Contributing 
18A Shake Rag St. IA 37/09 Contributing 
18B Shake Rag St . IA 37/10 Non-Contributing 
18C Shake Rag St. IA 37/11 Contributing 
18D Shake Rag St. IA 37/12 Non-Contributing 
18E Shake Rag St. IA 37/13 Contributing 
18F Shake Rag St. IA 37/14 Contributing 
19 Shake Rag St. IA 37/16 Contributing 
26 Shake Rag St. IA 37/08 . Contributing 
28 Shake Rag St. IA 37/07 . Contributing 
33 Shake Rag St . IA 37/06- Non~Contributing .--. 
36 Shake Rag St . IA 37/04 . . Non-Contributing 
37 Shake Rag St . IA 37/05 . Non-Contributing 
38 Shake Rag St. IA 36/36 Non-Contributing 
39 Shake Rag St. IA 37/03 Contributing 
39A Shake Rag St. IA 37/02 Non-Contributing 
44 Shake Rag St . IA 36/13 . Non-Contributing 
44A Shake Rag St . IA 36/13 Contributing 
50 Shake Rag St . IA 36/35 . Non-Contributing 
58 Shake Rag St. IA 36/34 . Contributing 

114A Shake Rag St. IA 36/32 Non-Contributing 
114B Shake Rag St . IA 36/29 . Non-Contributing 
114C Shake Rag St . IA 36/33 Non-contributing 
114D Shake Rag St . IA 36/28 . Non-Contributing 
114E Shake Rag St. IA 36/27 . Contributing 
114F Shake Rag St. IA 36/31 Contributing 
114G-H Shake Rag St. IA 36/30 . Contributing 
124 Shake Rag St. IA 37/21 . . Non-Contributing 
126 Shake Rag St . IA 37/22 . . . Contributing 
128 Shake Rag St . IA 25/28 . Non-contributing 
130 Shake Rag St. IA 37/23 Non-Contributing 
160 Shake Rag St . IA 36/28 Non-Contributing 
2l18 Shake Rag St. IA 37/24 Contributing 
250 Shake Rag St. IA 37/25 . Contributing 
254 Shake Rag St . IA 37/26 . Contributing 
270 Shake Rag St. IA 56/09 . Contributing 
325 Shake Rag St. IA 37/27 . Contributinq 
327 Shake Rag St . IA 37/28 Contributing 
501 Silver St . IA 38/13 . Non-Contributing 
710 Silver St . IA 38/17 . Non-Contributing 

F'i 
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222 south st . IA 19/08 Contributing 
230 south st. IA 55/23 Contributing 
236 South St. IA 19/10 Non-Contributing 
240 South St . IA 55/24 Contributing '-' 

244 South St . IA 19/12 Contributing 
106 Spruce St. IA 36/15 Non-Contributing 
110 Spruce St. IA 36/16 Non-Contributing '..;.; 

116 Spruce St . IA 36/17 . Contributing 
126 Spruce St . IA 36/18 Contributing 
128 Spruce St. IA 36/22 Contributing 
130 Spruce St . IA 36/19 Non-Contributing 
136 Spruce St . IA 36/20 Contributing 
138 Spruce St . IA 36/23 . . Contributing 
140 Spruce St. IA 36/21 Contributing ._, 

151 Spruce St. IA 36/24 Non-Contributing 
157 Spruce St. IA 36/26 Contributing 
158 Spruce St. IA 36/25 Contributing 
401 State St. IA 16/27 . Contributing 
408 State St. IA 17/23 . Non-Contributing 
411 State St. IA 55/17 . Non-Contributing 
502 State St . IA 17/25 . Contributing 
505 State St . IA 17/24 Contributing 
508 State St. IA 40/33 Contributing 
514 State St. IA 56/13 Contributing ..._, 
515 State St. IA 40/31 Non-Contributing 
519 State St . IA 40/29 Non-Contributing 
520 State St . IA 40/30 Non-Contributing 
601 State St . IA 40/28 Non-Contributing 
606 State St . IA 40/27 Non-Contributing 
610 State St. IA 40/26 Non-Contributing 
611 State St. IA 40/25 . Non-Contributing '-,.I 

705 State St. IA 40/24 Non-Contributing 
706 State St. IA 40/23 . . Contributing 
805 State St. IA 40/22 . Contributing 
815 State St. IA 40/21 . Contributing 
904 State St . IA 40/20 Contributing 
905 State St . IA 40/19 . Contributing 

'-' 930 State St. IA 40/18 Contributing 
1010 State St . IA 40/16 Non-Contributing 
1012 State St . IA 40/15 . Contributing 
1011 State St. IA 40/17 Contributing 
1105 State St. IA 40/05 . Non-Contributing 
320 Tower St. IA 39/33 Contributing 
320A Tower St . IA 39/34 . Non-Contributing .... 
320B Tower St. IA 39/36 Non-Contributing 
320C Tower St . IA 39/35 Non-Contributing 
500 Block Union St. IA 17/21 Contributing 
602 Union St. IA 40/26 . Contributing 

._, 

620 Union St. IA 41/05 Non-Contributing 
720 Union St . IA 41/06 . Non-Contributing 
810 Union St. IA 41/08 . Non-Contributing 
1010 Union St. IA 40/14 Non-Contributing 
215 N. Vine St . IA 23/10 . Contributinc;;i 
218 N. Vine St. IA 23/11 Contributing 
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310 
312 
213 
214 
209 
219 
225 
231 
307 
315 
321 
323 
403 
407 
415 
420 
511 
517 
607 
608 
614 
615 
615A 
621 
625 
629 
633 
710 
717 
720 
722 

1 
121 
122 
124 
100 Block 
500 Block 
104 
207 
209 

129 
410 
412 
411 
413 
415 
415A 
417 
500 
503 
504 
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N. Vine St. IA 23/09 . Contributing 
N. Vine St. IA 23/08 . Contributing 
s. Vine St. IA 55/15 Non-Contributing . 
s. Vine St. IA 16/07 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 22/12 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 22/18 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 22/19 Contributing 
Washington St . IA 22/20 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 22/22 Contributing 
Washington St . IA 22/23 Contributing 
Washington St . IA 22/24 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 22/25 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 28/26 Contributing 
Washington St . IA 22/21 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/18 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/19 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/20 Non-Contributing 
Washington St . IA 27/21 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/22 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/23 . Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/25 Non-Contributing 
Washington st. IA 27/24 Non~eontributing 
Washington St . IA 28/12 Non-Contributing 
Washington St . IA 27/26 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/28 Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/29 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/30 Non-Contributing 
Washington St . IA 27/32 Contributing 
Washington St . IA 27/33 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/34 Non-Contributing 
Washington St. IA 27/35 Non-Contributing 
Water St. IA 23/32 Contributing 
Water St . IA 55/06 Non-Contributing 
Water St. IA 15/18 Non-Contributing 
Water St . IA 15/19 Contributing 
Water St . /Brewery Creek IA 57/03 Contributing 
Water Tower Park IA 26/14 Non-Contributing 
West St . IA 28/07 Contributing 
West St. IA 34/32 Non-Contributing 
West St. IA 34/33 . Non-Contributing 
William, Mills, Olson, Harris St. [Piety Ridge Subdivision] 

Wisconsin St. 
Wisconsin St . 
Wisconsin St . 
Wisconsin St. 
Wisconsin St . 
Wisconsin St . 
Wisconsin St. 
Wisconsin St. 
Wisconsin St. 
Wisconsin St . 
Wisconsin st. 

IA 42/02 , 27/33 Non-Contributing 
IA 19/26 Non-Contributing 
IA 55/18 Contributing 
IA 17/17 Non-Contributing 
IA 23/03 Contributing 
IA 17/19 Contributing 
IA 17/18 Contributing 
IA 55/32 Contributing 
IA 17/16 . Contributing 
IA 20/27 Non-Contributing 
IA 39/32 Contributing 
IA 41/21 Non-Contributing 
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509 Wisconsin St. IA 39/31 . . . Contributing 
514 Wisconsin St . IA 41/20 Non-Contributing 
515 Wisconsin st. IA 39/30 . Contributing 
516 Wisconsin St. IA 41/19 Non-Contributing 
602 Wisconsin St. IA 41/18 Non-Contributing 
603 Wisconsin St. IA 39/29 Con tr ibutirig 
607 Wisconsin St. IA 39/28 Contributing 
608 Wisconsin St. IA 41/17 Contributing 
610 Wisconsin St. IA 41/16 Contributing 
611 Wisconsin St. IA 39/27 Contributing 
612 Wisconsin St . IA 41/15 Contributing 
613 Wisconsin St. IA 39/26 Non-Contributing 
615 Wisconsin St . IA 39/25 Contributing 
619 Wisconsin St. IA 39/24 Contributing 
709 Wisconsin St. IA 39/23 Non-Contributing 
714 Wisconsin St . IA 41/14 Contributing 
716 Wisconsin St. IA 41/13 Contributing 
816 Wisconsin St. IA 41/12 Contributing 
903 Wisconsin St. IA 39/10 . Non-Contributing 
904 Wisconsin St. IA41/11 Non-Contributing 
907 Wisconsin St . IA 39/09 Contributing 
915 Wisconsin St. IA 39/08 Contributing 
918 Wi scans in St. IA 41/10 Contributing 
1005 Wisconsin St . IA 39/07 Non-Contributing 

..... 

PROPERTI:ES IN THE MINER1'L POINr HISTCIUC DISTRICT OOTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS ~ 

Address 

3000 
c.3800 
3918 
3939 
3995 
3995A 
4001 

Greysvil le Rd. 
Greysville Rd. 
Greysville Rd. 
Greysville Rd. 
Greysville Rd. 
Greysville Rd. 
Greysvil le Rd. 

Map Code 

IA 42/22 
IA 56/15 
IA 56/17 
IA 42/23 
IA 42/21 
IA 56/16 
IA 42/20 

Contributinq 
/Non-contributinq 

Non-Contributing 
Non-contributing 
Contributing 

. Non-Contributing 
Contributing 

. Contributing 
Contributing 
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PBOPERTIES IN MnUAL POINT HILL HISTCIUC DISTRICT 

Boundary ·Description: Bounded roughly by Copper Street on the north, Wisconsin 
STH 23 on the south, Dodge Street [Merry Christmas Lane] on the east and Shake 
Rag Street on the west. This district was naninated in 1971 and added to the 
NRH? on OCtober 26, 1972. 

100 Merry Christmas Ln . IA 25/35 Non-Contributing 
101 Merry Christmas Ln. IA 25/34 Non-Contributing 
102 Merry Christmas Ln. IA 25/36 Non-Contributing 
125 Merry Christmas Ln. IA 26/03 Contributing 
127 Merry Christmas Ln. IA 25/27 Non-Contributing 
127A Merry Christmas Ln . IA 26/02 Contributing 
200 Merry Christmas Ln . IA 26/04 Contributing 

MINERAL POINT POOPFm'IBS OOTSIDE MINERAL POINT HISTCIUC DISTRICTS 

Mdress Map Code Eligible 
/Not Eligible 

803 Fair St. IA 31/13 Not Eligible 
809 Fair St . IA 31/14 Not Eligible 
812 Fair St. IA 31/22 Not Eligible 
815 Fair St. IA 31/15 Not Eligible 
820 Fair St . IA 31/18 Not Eligible 
821 Fair St . IA 31/16 Not Eligible 
841 Fair St . IA 56/04 Not Eligible 
900 Fair St. IA 31/21 . Eligible 
952 Fair St . IA 31/19 . Not Eligible 
952A Fair St. IA 31/20 Not Eligible 
900 Block Fountain St . IA 30/04 Eligible 
904 Fountain St. IA 30/29 . Not Eligible 
905 Fountain St . IA 56/23 . Not Eligible 
908 Fountain St. IA 30/28 . Not Eligible 
911 Fountain St. IA 30/11 . Not Eligible 
911A Fountain St . IA 30/10 . Not Eligible 
912 Fountain St . IA 30/27 . Not Eligible 
921 Fountain St. IA 30/12 . . Not Eligible 
922 Fountain St. IA 30/26 . Not Eligible 
924 Fountain St. IA 30/25 . . Not Eligible 
925 Fountain St. IA 30/13 . . Not Eligible 
926 Fountain St . IA 30/24 Not Eligible 
927 Fountain St . IA 30/14 Not Eligible 
927A Fountain st. IA 30/15 . Not Eligible 
928 Fountain St. IA 30/23 . Not Eligible 
930 Fountain St. IA 56/02 . . Not Eligible 
934 Fountain St. IA 56/03 . Not Eligible 
937 Fountain St. IA 30/16 . . Eligible 
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938 Fountain St. IA 30/21 Not Eligible 
940 Fountain St. IA 30/20 . Not Eligible 
941 Fountain St. IA 30/17 Not Eligible 
945 Fountain St. IA 30/18 Not Eligible 
946 Fountain St . IA 30/19 Not Eligible r-, 
949 Fountain St . IA 30/06 . Not Eligible 
950 Fountain St . IA 30/08 Not Eligible 
950A Fountain St. IA 30/07 Not Eligible 

r-, 952 Fountain St. IA 30/03 Not Eligible 
953 Fountain St. IA 30/05 Eligible 
804 Pleasant IA 30/30 Eligible 
805 Pleasant IA 36/24 Not Eligible 
808 Pleasant IA 30/31 Not Eligible 
810 Pleasant IA 30/32 Not Eligible 
810A Pleasant IA 30/33 Not Eligible 
812 Pleasant IA 30/34 Not Eligible 
813 Pleasant IA 31/11 Not Eligible 
814 Pleasant IA 30/35 Not Eligible 
816 Pleasant IA 30/36 Not Eligible 
818 Pleasant IA 31/02 Not Eligible 
820 ' Pleasant IA 31/03 Not Eligible 
822 Pleasant IA 31/04 Not Eligible 
824 Pleasant IA 31/05 Not Eligible 
830 Pleasant IA 31/06 Not Eligible 
831 Pleasant IA 31/10 Not Eligible 
832 Pleasant IA 31/07 Not Eligible 
833 Pleasant IA 31/09 Not Eligible 
838 Pleasant IA 31/08 Not Eligible 
856 Pleasant IA 30/02 Not Eligible 



Chapter XIX REO:MMENDAI'IONS 

General Observations 

The Intensive Survey of Mineral Point, as well as the reconnaissance SUDley 
conducted in 1982, are important steps in the managemant of the historic 
resources in the City of Mineral Point . The intensive survey provides a broad 
outline of the location and relative significance of the historic and 
architectural resources in the City of Mineral Point . This survey provides 
the necessary d~ta for decisions that affect identified historic resources in 
the Mineral Point Historic District and the few properties outside the 
district. Furtherrrore, the Intensive Survey Report establishes a concrete 
foundation for .historic preservation in the cannercial section in downtown 
Mineral Point. Now additional activities, programs and increased carmunity 
awareness are needed to adequately preserve , protect and prarote optimum use 
of historic properties in the Mineral Point Historic District. 

Although the 1991-1992 Intensive Survey addresses the major historic resources 
in the city, it does not identify every structure, property or site of 
irrportance. Areas of in-depth research through which rrore historic properties 
can be identified include thematic subject areas , such as an exhaustive study 
of early stone construction and stone masons by qualified architectural 
historians. An official study of the influences of European culture, 
particularly Cornish culture, on the building practices of the inmigrant 
settlers of Mineral Point would give the buildings of Mineral Point added 
significance. An historic archaeological study of the mining and early 
building remains in Mineral Point is necessary to validate its mining history 
and structures. In addition, a regional study of the mining region as a unit , 
de.rronstrating the interaction of the mining camrunities , v.0uld further 
i l luminate the historical importance of Mineral Point's historic resources . 

Historic preservation in Mineral Point is essential to the revitalization of 
the cannercial area of the city . This fundamental concept requires the 
preservation of irreplaceable buildings and structures , the rehabilitation of 
significance landmarks, and the intended or adaptive reuse of plain but 

"-' 

'-' 

already constructed buildings . The success of such an objective requires that ._, 
public perception of and participation in the preservation and conservation of 
a historic Mineral Point must be broadened. Ccmnendable steps toward the goal 

Portions of this chapter are excepted fran: 

Dane County Regional Planning Ccmnission . A Manual for Historic Preservation 
in Calm.unity Planning . April 1981; Duerksen, Christopher J., ed. A Handbook on 
Historic Preservation Law. Washington D.C.: The Conservation Foundation, 
1983; Maddex , Diane, ed. All About Old Buildings: The Whole Preservation 
catalog. Washington , D.C.: The National Trust for Historic Presetvation, 
1985; The Brown Book: A Directory of Preservation Infonnation. Washington, 
D.C.; The National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1983; Rausch, Joan . 
Village of Menaronee Falls, Wisconsin, Architectural and Historical Intensive 
Survey Report, Menaronee Falls: Department of Ccmnunity Developnent, July 
1986. 
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of the preservation of its historic resources have already been irrplemented 
such as the establishment of Historic Sites Ccrrmission and the passing of a 
local ordinance to protect historic properties . However, local preservation 
enthusiasts, neighborhood groups, business and professional groups and the 
City of Mineral Point must unite and agree to pursue comron objectives in 
order to create a quality environment for the camnunity. Only through direct 
personal involvement will the people of Mineral Point becane cannitted to the 
preservation of their ccrrmunity . The following sections discuss the benefits 
of historic preservation to the comnunity and present preliminary 
recomnendations for on-going preservation efforts by the public and private 
sectors in Mineral Point. 

Social And Econanic Benefits Of Historic Preservation 

The preservation of Mineral Point's historic resources is irriX)rtant for a 
number of tangible and intangible, yet hardly insignificant reasons. Historic 
resources provide a comnunity with a sense of its history, an awareness of its 
origins, and a distinct image of itself. They provide an irriX)rtant mental and 
physical continuity, familiarity, and orientation in a rapidly changing vJOrld . 
Older buildings and structures contribute to a visual diversity, a human 
scale, a richness of craftsmanship, and pleasant associations that can enrich 
and diversify our lives . 

The preservation of local historic resources can strengthen ccmnunity pride. 
Every comnunity has sanething which makes it unique: protecting the physical 
evidence of a coomunity ' s character increases citizen's pride in and 
identification with their neighborhood and comnunity. The richness of Mineral 
Point's history is unequaled in rrost of the cities in Wisconsin. Mineral 
Point's extant historic resources, constructed mainly fran the mid-19th to 
early 20th centuries, testify to its early mining history and it later 
dependence on its agricultural products industry . Characterized by the many 
historic buildings constructed during the 1850s and 1860s boan period, the 
city's unique history is enlivened by the Cornish ethnic contributions . 

In addition to irrportant social benefits to a comnunity, there are distinct 
and rreasurable econanic advantage in the careful conservation and re-use of 
historic resources . Coomunities that have recognized the econanic value of 
their historic resources have made historic preservation an integral part of 
their downtown and neighborhood revitalization programs. 

Improved Tax Base 

- Tax dollars are saved through the reuse of buildings served by in-place 
public utilities, transportation, and other public services. 

- Property values may increase in revitalized areas . 

_ Rehabilitated buildings returned to the tax rolls raise property tax 
revenues. 

- Maintenance and rehabilitation of historic resources in the district may 
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stimulate private investment in an area. 

Rehabilitation can Be More Economi9al Than New Construction 

- Reusing old buildings saves derrolition costs . 

- Old buildings often can be acquired for low prices. 

- Less energy is required to rehabilitate existing buildings than to derrolish 
and replace them with comparable new construction, using similar materials. 

- Renovation can take less time than new construction and can take place in 
stages. 

Rehabilitation is labor intensive and thus not as influenced by rising costs 
of materials as new construction. 

- Tax 
advantages are available for rehabilitation and restoration. 

- Retaining an existing building saves the need to purchase high-cost urban 
land. 

Improved Business Climate 

Many of the financial incentives for historic preservation are related to 
the National Register of Historic Places, the official list of historic 
architectural, archaeological and cultural resources worthy of preservation. 
Most of the historic resources in the City of Mineral Point are located 
within the boundaries of the Mineral Point Historic District, which was 
added to the NRHP in 1971. Maintained by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior and the State Historical Society , the National and State Register 
contains in~ivid\W.l aitea and hiotoriG di5trict~ of national, state, or_ 
local significance. The National and State Registers of Historic Places 
does not provide protection for privately owned historic properties listed in 
the NRHP from alteration and darolition unless federal funds are involved in 
the project. The National and State Register programs are basically 
honorific; however, the advantage of the listing of Mineral Point's historic 
properties in the National and State Register include: 

1. Tax Incentives for Rehabil i tating Historic Buildings 

Tax incentives for the rehabilitation of historic buildings have been 
in effect since 1976 and have been substantially suspended several 
times. These tax credits apply only to expenditures made on or inside 
certified historic structures. The cost of the acquisition and the 
construction of additions are not eligible for the credits. Persons 
interested in the rehabilitation tax credits should contact the 
Historic Preservation Division before they begin their project to 
ensure that the project will cooply with the required Secretary of 

-
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Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and thereby be eligible for the 
tax credits. 

The Tax Reform Act of 1986 created a federal tax credit of 20 percent 
for certified historic rehabilitation and 10 percent for non-historic 
rehabilitation of buildings before 1940. In 1989, the Wisconsin 
Legislature added a 5 percent credit for the rehabilitation of incane­
producing historic buildings located in Wisconsin as a supplement to the 
federal 20 percent credit . These tax credits are available to the owners 
of income-producing certified historic structures who substantially 
rehabilitate those structures. A "Certified Historic Structure" is : 

- a building that is individually listed in the National or State 
Register of Historic Places. 

- a building that is located within the boundaries of a National or 
State Register historic district and which is determined by the 
National Park Service to contribute to the district . 

- a building located within the boundaries of a locally designated 
historic district whose statues and boundaries have been certified 
by the National Park Service to contribute to the district. 

The Senate Bill (31} enacted in 1989 by the Wisconsin State Legislature 
also contained provisions for the rehabilitation of historic residences. 
A 25 percent income tax credit is also available for qualified historic 
properties defined as an "owner-occupied" personal residence, an 
archaeological site or hurran burial site or generally, other property not 
eligible for the 5 percent tax credit for incane producing properties. 
For information on the investment tax credit, write the Historic 
Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin or telephone 
(608) 264-6500. 

An eligible, certified historic property is one listed in the National or 
State Register of Historic Places or located in a local historic district. 
In the case of the latter , the local ordinance and the district must be 
certified. To be eligible for the tax provisions, the rehabilitation v.K>rk 
must canply with ten broad standards, outlined in The Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation Projects, which assures that 
significant historical and architectural features are maintained. during 
the rehabilitation v.K>rk. The standards require sensitive rehabilitation 
of the building, not historically accurate restoration. The building must 
be used for inccme-producing purposes . 

Protection from Federal Projects 

Properties that are listed in the National or State Register, or that may 
be eligible for such listing, receive limited protection form federally 
licensed or funded projects . Any agency or organi:zation seeking federal 
assistance or pennits should get in touch with the Chief of the Ccrcpliance 
Section in the Historic Preservation Division (608) 264-6509, to ensure 
that its projects canplies with federal regulations. 
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While listing in the National or State Register affords sane protection 
fran adverse federal act ions and confers eligibility for programs such as 
federal tax benefits, it provides no controls against private derrolition 

or unsuitable alterations. Only through the local Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, authorized by state statue, can a comnunity regulate new 
construction, exterior alterations, and derrolitions that affect historic 
proper ti es . 

3. Tax Deduction for Historic Facade Easements 

A preservation and conservation easement program helps to protect 
historically and architecturally significant buildings and their 
settings, and scenic and natural resources . An easement is a legal 
agreement between a property owner and the holder of the easement , which 
governs the current and future owner's treatment of the property. • 
Preservation and conservation organizations may make use of three general 
types of easements: (1) Scenic or open-space easements, (2) Exterior 
facade easement, (3) Interior easements . In addition, a donation of an 
easement may qualify the donor for various tax savings . There are three 
levels of taxation a prospective donor will consider in evaluating an 
easement: federal taxes; state taxes that often reflect deductions 
available at the federal level; and local property tax. The donor is 
allowed to take a charitable contribution deduction for federal incane, 
estate and gift tax purposes for the value of an easement that is donated 
to a tax-exerrpt charitable organization or public agency for defined 
"conservation purposes . " The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 revised 
and made permanent authority for federal charitable contribution 
deductions for gifts of preservation easements as "a qualified 
conservation contribution" under Internal Revenue Code . 

4. Wisconsin's Historic Building Code Eligibility 

In accordance with Wisconsin Statutes 101.121 and 44 . 22, a municipality 
may request the State Historical Society of Wisconsin to certify its local 
historic preservation ordinance in order to establish a "certified 
municipal register of historic property" to qualify locally designated 
historic buildings for the Wisconsin Historic Building Code. 

The purpose of the Wisconsin Building Code , which has been developed by 
the Department of Industry, Labor, and Hmna.n Relations, is to facilitate 
the preservation or restoration of designated historic buildings through 
the provisions of alternative building standards. ()..Jners of qualified 
historic buildings are permitted to elect to be subject to the Historic 
Building Code in lieu of any state or municipal building codes. 

For purposes of the Historic Building Code, a "qualified historic 
building" is defined as a historic building which: 

a. Is listed or naninated to the National or State Register of Historic 
Places. 

b. Is included in a district naninated to the National or State Register 
of Historic Places and is determined to be a significant structure in 
the district. 

-



-

-

-

-

286 

c . Is a significant building listed in a certified municipal register of 
historic property. 

Reccmnendations For Future Action Qi. Preservation 

Four principal preservation objectives for the city of Mineral Point are 
followed by recoomendations for short and long term action by the public and 
private sectors. 

Objective l: Irrplernentation, Integration and Review of the official City 
Preservation Plan prepared in 1985 . 

The irrplementation of the preservation plan and its integration into the local 
planning process should be a rrajor goal of any private or public preservation 
efforts in Mineral Point . By integrating historic preservation concerns into 
traditional corrmunity planning efforts, historic resources are assured through 
consideration along with other planning concerns. When a comnunity studies 
its economic development goals, recreation needs, or housing problems, it 
needs to also look at its historic resources and how they contribute to these 
other programs; coomunity goals in these areas can contribute to the 
protection of resources irrportant to the ccmnunity's history and identity . 
The result is a rrore corrprehensive approach to comnunity develop:nent . 

The historic preservation plan provides a pol icy guide, a rational system for 
identifying, evaluating, and protecting historic resources; it defines goals 
and outlines a program for irrplementation; it also serves as a reference and 
educational tool . More specifically , preservation planing includes suggested 
design guidelines for rehabilitation and new construction, and for zoning and 
building code changes that will encourage, rather than provide disincentives 
for the protection and reuse of historic resources . The periodic review and 
up-dating of the preservation plan prepared in 1985 will allow the city to 
take advantage of the new, constantly developing opportunities in the field of 
historic preservation . 

Proposed Action: Preservation activities should be initiated by budgeting for 
staff assistance in its develo:pnent and irrplementation. The City of Mineral 
Point or the Historic Sites Corrmission could apply to the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin and governmental sources for funds for the publication of 
and irrplementation of the plan . The integration of the plan into city 
planning is essential to ensure that its provisions are carried out. 

Objective 2: Use the benefits available to designated Certified Local 
Governments ( CLG) . 

Mineral Point is autanatically certified for the use of the Wisconsin Historic 
Building Code for locally-designated historic structures as a Certified Local 
Government. CLGs are also eligible to apply for special CLG rratching grants 
to assist in carrying out preservation planning projects, surveys , educational 
activities, and the develo:pnent of design guidelines , as well as other 
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preservation-related projects. In turn, CLGs can work rrore closely with the 
state preservation program and carry out certain required CLG functions, such 
as sul:rnission of conmission minutes and annual reports to the State Historical 
Preservation Officer . 

For rrore information about the CLG program, contact Larry Reed, Historic 
Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 816 State 
Street, Madison, Wisconsin , 53706 , telephone (608) 264-6501 . 

Objective 3: Irrplementation of a systerratic plan of public education 
concerning preservation of historical resources. 

The objective of such a plan is to stimulate public awareness of the need for 
the collection and preservation of oral and literary historical resources 
per taining to Mineral Point as well as the need for the preservation and 
conservation of historic buildings, structures and sites within the city. The 
collection and preservation of oral history in particular , and of literary 
historical resources is critical for the developnent of a documented and 
accurate history of Mineral Point. Ideally, the information presented in this 
survey report will serve as a basis for further historical research on the 
history of Mineral Point and on the history of individual historic sites . The 
survey addresses the rra.jor historic sites in the Mineral Point Historic 
District , but does not identify every resource of historical irrportance. More 
historical resources will be identified as a result of the continued research 
on the local history of Mineral Point. 

Short Tenn Reccmnendations 

The following short term reconmendations can begin imnediately utilizing 
existing city resources and administrative and organizational frarreworks. 
Short term activities and programs can be initiated and carplete within about 
one year , and rra.y also occur consecutively with the long term reccmnendations. 

- Use survey information to start a file on each individual historic resource 
in the City of Mineral Point to which can be added copies of historic and 
contemporary photographs, research and any other pertinent infonnation. 
This infonnation would provide factual data for a carprehensive history on 
Mineral Point and for educational purposes and for various financial and 
other assistance applications . 

- Use survey information to develop walking and rrotor tours of the ccmnunity 
to raise awareness of historic resources in the City of Mineral Point . 
Publication costs could be contributed by local businesses . 

- use survey infonnation to prarote and advertize historic properties by 
realtors, neighborhood groups, business owners, etc. 

- Support the Historic Preservation Conmission and its interest in the 
identification and protection of Mineral Point's historic properties. 

J 
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_ Actively seek federal, state, and private funding to support historic 
preservation activities which cannot be accomplished with local municipal 
resources. 

- Investigate use of the State of Wisconsin's Historic Building Code in the 
City of Mineral Point . The new code provides separate, elective criteria 
for buildings listed in the National Register or for buildings that have 
been designated as local landrrarks in certified localities. 

- Encourage local organizations and clubs to use information generated by the 
survey to prorrote the historic resources of Mineral Point. For exarrple , the 
Mineral Point Historical Society might create a traveling photo or video 
tape of the architectural and historic resources in the city . Such an 
exhibit could be used or displayed at schools, banks, the hospital, shopping 
malls, etc. 

Participation in the National Main Street Center's "Network" program, which 
provides technical assistance and training to ccrrrnunities involved in 
downtown revitalization . The Center has developed and successfully tested 
the following four-point approach for the revival of small town carnnercial 
districts: 

Organization: Establishing cooperation am:mg the many groups that can and 
must work together to improve downtown -- business and property owners, 
bankers, municipal government, the chamber of coomerce, and individual 
citizens . 

Prorrotion: Creating and marketing a positive image of the business 
district to·attract customers and investors . Prorrotion includes the 
developnent of special events and festivals, and the creation of a 
consistent, attractive town image through graphic and media presentations. 

Design: Enhancing the visual quality of downtown . Attention must be paid 
to all elements of the downtown environment - buildings, storefronts, 
signs, public improvements, landscaping, ITlE!rchandising displays, and 
prorrotional materials. 

Economic Diversification: Recruiting new stores to provide a balanced 
retail mix, converting unused space into apartITlE!nts or offices, and 
improving the CO!TP8titiveness of High and Coomerce Street's traditional 
ITlE!rchants. 

Long Term Recamendations 

- Establish a historical marker program to identify and prorrote the city's 
historic resources. Investigate the new State preservation legislature 
Wisconsin Act 269 1992 that expands the state marker program to include 
topics of local significance. 

- Organize neighoorhood associations that would participate in the planning of 
public programs affecting their areas. 
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- Create a public or private revolving loan fund to buy, rehabilitate, and 
resell significant properties, and to offer loans for restoration and 
rehabilitation. 

Maintain the historic character and visual quality of entrance corridors to 
the historic business district. 

- Pericx.Ucal ly, hold local "Preservation for the Property o..mer" workshops in 
coordination with the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin. Sessions can provide technical infonration and design 
assistance for maintaining the older home as well as ccmnercial buildings. 

- Participation in the National Main Street Center's Network program. 

Corrpletion of the revitalization of the city's historic business district 
through a coordinated effort of private investment and city financed capital 
irrprovements . 

Inm:rliate Threats To Preservation 

In general, much of the historic fabric of the City of Mineral Point has 
survived the march of progress. The historic stone architecture should be a 
source of pride to the City. Well-rraintained, the 19th century stone 
buildings give the city a unique character and a feeling of quality that 
cannot be provided by new construction. As in many cities , the historic 
buildings in Mineral Point are continually in need of rraintenance. Although 
not in great danger of destruction, the historic character of many of the 
buildings is being carpranised by the rerrodeling projects and by the 
application of rrodern siding to the exterior. In the process, the 
architectural details that rrake the architecture of Mineral Point unique are 
gradually being lost . 

Comparison of the present High and Conmerce Street conrnercial district with 
photographs taken in the 19th and early 20th centuries readily shows the 
deterioration that has taken place over the years. Of particular concern is 
the alteration of the roof shape on several of the irrportant large stone 
ccmnercial buildings. The significance of several stone coomercial buildings 
has been diminished also by alteration of the facade and the raroval of the 
third story . These changes result in the historic district classification of 
these buildings as non-contributing , which rrakes the building ineligible for 
the Federal and State tax credit programs and possibly other programs 
offering financial assistance using public rroney . 

Up to the present time, Mineral Point has taken rrany excellent steps toward 
the preservation of its historic resources. It established a local Landmark 
Historic District in 1972 in addition to the NRHP historic District, which was 
added to the Register in 1971. A Preservation Comnission, organized fran the 
earlier Landmarks Board established in 1972, has been in place since 1987 . 
The City was certified as a Certified Local Government in 1987 , making it 
eligible for special funds and services. Furthenrore, in the saire year, it 
revised and strengthened the local preservation ordinance originally 
instituted in 1972 . A long term ccrrprehensive plan was worked out in 1985 and 

. ....., 
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a develoµnent plan, funded by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and 
entitled Report on Linkages Between Tourism and Historic Preservation in 
Mineral Point, Wisconsin , was corrpleted in 1988 by Economic Research 
Associates of Chicago. More recently, the City of Mineral Point is involved 
in an on-going restoration of the theatre in the Mineral Point Municipal 
Building . However , ultimately, only the ccmnitment to preservation of the 
historic character of Mineral Point by the residents of Mineral Point, rather 
than solutions from outside sources, will ensure the preservation of the 
unique, historically significant quality of Mineral Point. 
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Gundryand Gray Dry Goods Store 
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WISCONSIN PRESERVATION INFORMATION . 

The State of Wisconsin promotes and assists the preservation of historic and archeological resources through a 
combination of state and federal programs, and the support of local programs. The state's efforts are administered 
by the Division of Historic Preservation of the State Historical Society. The division is administered by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), who is appointed under state law and federal regulation. 

The National Register of Historic Places and Wisconsin State Register of Historic Places 

Listing in the National Register and/or the State Register recognizes officially the significance of a property or 
district to the heritage of the state and the nation. The _National Register is the official national list of historical, 
architectural, engineering, and archeological properties and districts worthy of preservation. Listing in the 

,..., National Register: 

• Makes property owners eligible to be considered for federal matching grants-in-aid for historic preservation, 
r when they are available, which are administered by the Di vision of Historic Preservation. 

,...., 

• Provides protection through comment by the national Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on the effect 
of federally financed, licensed, or assisted undertakings on historic properties, as stated in section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. 

• Makes available federal 20% tax incentives, and state 5% "piggyback" tax incentives, to encourage the 
preservation of depreciable historic structures, which are used for commercial, industrial, residential rental, and 
other income-producing purposes. 

The Wisconsin State Register of Historic Places, created under sec. 44.36, Wisconsin Statutes, parallels the 
National Register, but is designed to enable state-level historic preservation protections and benefits. Most of the 
properties in Wisconsin listed in the National Register are also listed in the State Register. In the future, as more 
state laws are passed to assist and protect historic and prehistoric properties in Wisconsin, the State Register will 
be the key to those statutes. Listing in the State Register: 

• Provides review through comment by the State Historical Society on the effect of state facilities development, 
long-range planning, and state grants, permits, and licenses on historic and prehistoric properties. 

• Makes available 25% state tax credits for rehabilitating non-income producing historic properties, primarily 
private houses. 

• Makes available local property tax exemptions for archeological properties and privately owned historic 
buildings used for stipulated public purposes. 
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• Requires state agencies who own such propenies to plan for their preservation and attach historic preservation 
easements to them when disposing of them. 

• Requires local governments who own such properties to consider the effects of their undertakings on them, and 
attach historic preservation easements to them when diposing of them. 

Nominations to the National Register and the State Register 

A building, structure, object, site, or district of historical, architectural , engineering, or archeologicai significance 
at the national, state, or.local level may be nominated to the National Register and the State Register. The 
Division of Historic Preservation staff submits a nomination of an eligible property on properly completed 
nomination forms to the Historic Preservation Review ~oard for approval. Appointed by the governor, the board 
is comprised of fifteen individuals, including laymen and professionals in history, architecture, architectural 
history, and archeology. If the board approves the nomination, the SHPO certifies it, it is listed in the State 
Register, and it is submitted to the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, as an official 
nomination to the National Register from Wisconsin. (The owner of a private property may object to a 
nomination and thereby prevent its listing in the National Register. In this case the property may be declared 
"eligible" for the National Register.) 

If the nomination of a particular property is requested by an individual or group, it is the responsibility of that 
individual or group to have completed to professional standards the necessary nomination materials, including 
forms, photographs, and maps. Normally, a professional nomination preparer is hired in such cases to prepare the 
nomination. The review board meets quarterly to consider nominations in relation to the National Register and 
the State Register criteria for evaluation, which are very similar to each other. 

National Register and State Register Criteria for Evaluation 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, engineering, archeology, and culture is present in 
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 

1. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
or 

2. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

3. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

4. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history. 

There are certain types of property that generally are excluded from listing, such as properties used for religious 
purposes, moved buildings (in the case of the National Register), and properties achieving significance less than 
50 years ago. Under certain circumstances, however, excluded property can be listed in the National Register and 
the State Register. Division of Historic Preservation staff can explain these exclusions to interested parties. 

...... 
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A person wishing to have a property nominated to the National Register or the State Register should contact the 
Division of Historic Preservation at 608-262-1339. Division staff will mail out a packet of information, including 
a list of private nomination preparers, that will enable the nominations process to commence. 

Survey of Historic and Prehistoric Properties 

The Division of Historic Preservation conducts surveys to identify significant historical and archeological 
properties and districts in Wisconsin. The division also awards subgrants to conduct intensive historic and 
prehistoric surveys when funds for this purpose are available. Surveys identify districts and properties that are 
eligible for the National Register and State Register and provide planning data useful to local agencies, historical 
groups, and other interested organizations and individuals . Persons interested in survey subgrants should contact 
the Division of Historic Preservation to inquire about their availability. For information, call 608-262-4769. 

State Archeology Program 

The State Archeology Program maintains the archeological site records for the state, issues permits for 
archeological work on public lands, and conducts archeological research on both terrestrial and submerged 
(including shipwrecks) sites for the purpose of planning and protection. An important aspect of state archeology 
is the regional archeology program, through which designated institutions located throughout the state undertake 
on behalf of the Division of Historic Preservation archeological work and public education activities directed to 
the identification and protection of Wisconsin's archeological sites and districts. For information, call 
608-262-9893. 

Development Grants 

Owners of properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places have been able to apply through the 
Division of Historic Preservation for federal matching subgrants. These subgrants have been used to acquire, 
rehabilitate, stabilize, and restore buildings or properties. (NOTE: project grants such as these are not always 
available.) For information, call 608-262-2971. 

fax Incentives for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings 

-Jnder the Tax Reform Act of 1986, the owner of an income-producing "certified historic structure" is eligible for 
1 20% federal investment tax credit for a "certified rehabilitation" of the building. Under certain circumstances 
this credit may be coupled with a 5% Wisconsin state tax credit. Moreover, owners of private historic houses and 

- )ther non-income historic buildings may in some circumstances obtain a 25% state tax credit for approved 
_·ehabilitations. Persons interested in rehabilitation tax credits should contact the Division of Historic Preservation 
before they begin their project, to ensure that the project will comply with the required Secretary of the Interior's 

,......, )tandards for Rehabilitation and thereby be eligible for the appropriate tax credit. For information on the 
.nvestment tax credits, write the division or telephone 608-262-2971. 

Historic Building Code 

Use of the Wisconsin Historic Building Code is available to owners of buildings listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places or owners of local historic buildings if they are designated under a local historic preservation 
ordinance that has been certified by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. For information about the Code, 
contact the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations at 608-266-3151. 
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Protection from Federal, State, and Local Government Projects 

Properties that are listed in the National Register, or that may be eligible for such listing, receive limited 
protection from federally licensed or funded projects. Any agency or organization seeking federal assistance or 
permits should get in touch with the Compliance Section in the Division of Historic Preservation at 608-262-2732 
to ensure that its projects comply with federal regulations . Propenies that are listed in the National Register or 
the State Register receive additional limited protections from state and local government actions under state laws. 
Information about these laws may also be obtained from the Compliance Section. 

Protection of Burial Sites and Human Remains 

Human burial sites, both historic and prehistoric, are protected under state law. There are significant penalties for 
the desecration, looting, or vandalism of such sites, and property-tax exemptions are available to encourage their 
preservation. The interests of individuals in specific burial sites are protected by law. For further information. 
contact the Burial Sites Preservation Program staff at 608-262-4015 or 800-342-7834 . 

Local Assistance and Public Information 

'--' 

'--' 

The Division of Historic Preservation aids individuals , local units of govern:nent, and organizations in designing '--' 
and implementing preservation projects and programs . It administers the Certified Local Government (CLG) 
program, which recognizes municipal preservation programs and provides eligibility for special CLG matching 
grants and for the Wisconsin Historic Building Code. Staff is available to give presentations in localities to aid in .__, 
these effom, as well as to explain the state and federal preservation programs. The division publishes Wisconsi n 
Preservation , a free, bimonthly newsletter. To be included on the newsletter mailing list, or for other preservation 
assistance, write the division or telephone 608-262-4771. ..., 

Properties Currently Listed in the National Register and the State Register 

A current list of properties and districts in Wisconsin entered in the National Register of Historic Places is 
available from the Division of Historic Preservation. For a free copy of the list, write the division or telephone 
608-262-1339. 
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ARCHIT ECTURE 

450 Const r uc t i on Da te (source] 1854 [l] 

460 Jarets i ot Alterat ions . /,dd:tior.s [sour·u• l 

460 

• 480 Guilder (source ] ------------------· 

* 490 De ,; tCJn•:r Type _<a_) _ ________ __ ··-----------··· 

490 (i)J ( C) 

• ., 510 , ,. · . :o or Form Corranercial Vernacular 

510 

Stone 

•. 5 32 - Stone 

" 537 ,; .;(,[ Haterial _______ Shingles - - -·--

" 540 in ,:e r io r Visited No 

Unknown 

• 560 ~- >~ \:ont ig ur a~ ionRectangular ---

" 570 t,:.moer o t Stor ies Three 

590 

590 

590 

590 

Gable and hip ______ .. 

Old wooden window 

frames with six over six lights; 
- ---·-------- . ·- ·- ··· - ---·-· - · 

completely altered store fronts 

* 620 Co nd :c ion Good -------··-··-·---- ·-· 
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* 650 Re li:ite:,1 tlu i l G i rg;, 
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650 

. ···-·· ··-·-- ---- ---- - ------ ------·--- -- ----- - ---

--- ----- --·-·- •.•.. ··--·-· - - · ·· ·- ···- -------------

4 30 Cur rent Name 

· ·---- --···-- --- -----

-

440 hi :o •:c,ric ~•nm0~ l~; -::urcel Thanas & Canpanv _]._uildil -
[2]; Thomas Block; Gundry Block; Thanas 

440 ~ _Ggndry Block ll]_i_Bostwict_ Dry Goo_ds Co. fi 
Wheeler Grocery and provisions; Chaµnan Bro. _ 

440 & Cnoc:1te Dry Goods; Mineral Point Tribune 
Newspaper Off ice--[ s·] 

660 A.s 'c,oc . lndi •1; a u,! , ,, [c,ourcel _(a_) _______ _ 

660 

665 1.:-: 

: .. vr:r1· ·. . .. ,, .r eel ~~!__ __ commerce [U ______ . 

670 

670 lb) 
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675 DJre,. :; r· Ev..-:n° ,, !so·., rcel (a_l ___ l _8_5_4_-_1_9_2_9_=[ _1J 

675 ( '. J I 

680 h : ,. tor ic Funct :~n'.'; [sou r ce] (a) dry goods [1,5] 
..... 

680 
---·· ·--··-- ·· - • ·-- ·- -------------- -----

685 (lace :. d Func~ i r,ns [source] (a) 1959-1929 [1,5] 

* 687 '~u lt . ..;r a l Affi l ia•: ion 

688 Cul~ural Subgroup _ _ _______ _ __ _ 

*u se code Labl es for response 
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~ 
(three-cent~,~,.:,) {pa in!P.d ) (semt"-c1rcular) 

Baluster .. . . . One of a series of vertical posts forming a balustrade on a porch , balcony, or roof deck. 

Barge Board .. t .. ..... $.· L-...__ ,J ~ • ;~ ]., ,,, ' fl!)'"- ' 

' ,: 
' / ~ 1 ' .. 

• I 
' I 

Bay Window .A projecting . usually three-sided protrusion of windows. 
Bracket ..... . A plain or decorative brace supporting a projecting eave, hood , or canopy . 
Buttress .... . A vertical wood or masonr1 member built against an exterior wall for support. 
Capital . . . . . . Corr.ice 

Column ..... . 

Coping . .. . . . 

Corbel .. , . , , . A small section of masonry supporting a cornice or other feature . 
Cornice . . .... SEE ILLUSTRATION. 
Course , ..... A continuous band of masonry trim on a building . 
Cupola ... .. . A small , round , square, or polygonal dome crowning a roof or tower, often with windows. 
OenUls ... . .. Small, regu lar tooth -like trim on classical buildings. often under a cornice . 
Dormer .... . . A structure built into and projecting from a pitched roof; the term is also used to describe a wir,dow 

such as " dormer window." 
Entablature .. The upper part of a classical building . 
Facade .... . . The face or elevation of a building . 
Frie~e . ...... SEE ILLUSTRATION. 
Gable ...... . 

Gambrel .. . . . 

Hip Roof ..... 

Lintel . .... . . . 
Fneze 

Watenable 

Mansard .... 

Mullion .... . . A vertical bar dividing a window into two or more lights. 
Oriel .... .. .. A bay window hung on an upper story. 
Parapet . .. .. . SEE ILLUSTRATION. 
Pediment . .. . SEE ILLUSTRATION. 
Pilaster . ..... A flat, vertical element resembling a column applied to a building surface as a decorative device. 
Portal . ... . . . The principal entry of a larger building, usually of grand size or ceremonial significance. 
Portico . . . . .. In classical architecture, the covered entry , usually projecting from the front plane of the building, 

composed of columns and a pediment. 
Quoin .... . .. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 
Water Table . . SEE ILLUSTRATION. 

SOURCE OF ILLUSTRATIONS: Stith, 0 .J ., R.P. Meyer, and J .M . Dean. Design in Wisconsin Housing: A Guide ta 

Styles, Madison : University of Wisconsin-Extension. 
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