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Exhibit D. Public Survey Summary as of February 20, 2026 
 
 
 
Survey Respondents: 
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Results (85 Responses) 
  

Response Options:   Yes                  No               Other 
 
Should the minimum lot size be reduced from 
6,000 square feet (0.14 acres) to 4,000 square 
feet (0.09 acres)? 

Should the minimum home size be reduced from 
1,200 square feet to 800 square feet? 

  

  

Should the minimum lot width be reduced from 
60 ft to 40 ft? 

Should the residential side neighbor buffer be 
reduced from 10 ft to 5 ft? 

  
 

Overview 
• Majority of respondents were inside Irrigon City Limits and UGB 
• Majority of respondents are not in favor of changing the minimum residential standards (81% 

to 90% said “No” to each change). Respondents most pressing concerns were: 
• Privacy 
• Home values and affordability 
• Parking/Traffic 
• Greatly impacts (strains) water and sewer systems without a plan for improving for 

funding infrastructure demands. 
• Having enough room for outbuildings 
• Fire safety 

• The proposed change with the most support (15%) was on the minimum home size as some 
respondents thought it should be up to the owner, not the government 



 

STAFF REPORT 
AMD#266-66 LandWise/Olin Homes 
March 5, 2026 
Page 3 of 3 

Exhibit E. Summary of Public Comments and Public Comment Letters 
 
February 5, 2026 Public Hearing 
 
All comments in favor of the application were delivered by the applicant or an employee of the 
applicant: 

• Housing affordability 

• Workforce housing 

• Flexibility in zoning 

• Economic growth 
 
Multiple residents spoke in opposition, citing concerns including: 

• Increased density and congestion 

• Parking limitations 

• Traffic impacts 

• Water and sewer capacity 

• Loss of small-town character 

• Reduced yard space for families 

• 5-foot setbacks being too narrow 

• Affordability not guaranteed 

• Impact on existing property owners 
 
 
 
 
 



February 21, 2026 

 

 

Re:  Developer’s Proposed Amendment to City Code 

 

 

Aaron, City Council, and Planning Commission: 

 

Once again the City of Irrigon is being pressured by developers to allow them to do something which 

benefits the developers at Irrigon’s expense.  The expense I am referring to is an increasing lack of 

conformity in our community.  Conformity may not sound important when first considered, but it is 

important to appraisers and to lenders.  It is important to homeowners, homebuyers and people who 

want to build a home in Irrigon.  For what they are worth, here are my thoughts on this zoning change.  

 

People who want to build or place a home generally prefer to build that home in a neighborhood of 

similar homes.  Irrigon has very few building sites in areas with any conformity.  Same problem with 

existing homes.   We have a few streets with several site built homes in a row (very few) but almost no 

neighborhoods that do not include single or double wide mobile homes or manufactured homes.  I am 

not trying to knock mobile and manufactured homes.  I have owned them in the past and still own one 

today.  I may live in one again when we downsize.   But this is not conformity and may not be a choice 

location for many people to buy or build.  We have nice homes along side of singlewide mobiles from 

1970s,  

 

Mobile homes were placed in Irrigon in significant numbers at least as far back as the Seventies.  We had 

codes in Irrigon at that time but they were very loosely written.  Irrigon was hungry for development in 

the Seventies so there was little regulation.  Irrigon had a very nice couple who lived here and acted as  

developers, along with a manufactured home sales business on Hwy 730.  In addition to a basic lack of 

conformity throughout Irrigon, this  development boom left our small community with 4 large mobile 

home courts which are still here today.   It also left us with much higher percentage of mobile homes 

compared to neighboring communities.   

 

In the Nineties another developer, Dan Biamonte came to Irrigon and developed 3 small subdivisions 

and placed manufactured homes on them.  Biamonte also pressured the City in various ways.    

Some of the homes were set on flag lots to allow for more lots and more homes on small pieces of land.  

Some got garages or carports but some did not.  You can see these developments on Division St, 

Crimson and Clover off of E Idaho, and corner of S First St and Nevada.    

 

Conformity does matter.  As a new realtor in 1994 I was told repeatedly “You can’t get that much out of 

that house because it’s in Irrigon.”  That was the mantra of the realtors then.  Upon asking appraiser 

Doug Barak, I was told that the price difference compared to other communities was 10% to 15% lower 

for the same property in Irrigon.  How much of that difference was lack of conformity I do not know but 

I am convinced at least a part of it was due to lack of conformity.  I do believe that Irrigon has overcome 

most of that but it has taken a long time.   

 



 City developed stricter development codes and has enforced them strictly. I commend the City for that.   

Hopefully, the City will not loosen their codes to allow what looks like high density housing 

developments in our community which is not a high density area.  In addition to subdivisions of high 

density housing, the change they are requesting to allow 800 sf homes on 4,000 sf lots would include 

not only their little developments, it would include a lot of other land.  Irrigon has homes on many lots 

that are large enough to allow partitioning into 1 or more additional lots which could each have a home 

placed on them.  The result would not be pretty. 

 

The City has done a good job of implementing new codes and enforcing them in recent years.  I am 

hoping the Council and Planning Commission will adhere to our current codes and appreciate that 

adhering to them will make Irrigon better.  This will benefit our existing homes as well as future 

development in our community.   

 

Irrigon is no longer starving for development—we do not need to cave in to developers.  We already 

have development occurring here.   

 

Patti Burres 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






















