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P.O. Box 788 « 110 N. Court St.
Heppner, OR 97836 * (541) 676-5613

Support
Amd#266-26

February 4, 2026

Aaron Palmquist, City Manager
City of Irrigon

500 NE Main Avenue

Irrigon, OR 97844

RE: Code Amendment AMD#266-26
Dear Aaron:

On behalf of the Morrow County Board of Commissioners, please consider this letter in support of
the proposed code amendment. The Board of Commissioners, in their meeting today, requested that
staff submit this letter on their behalf.

The proposed code amendment would decrease the minimum lot size in residential zones and allow
landowners the opportunity to increase residential density and in turn build more houses in the city.

As you know, there is significant commercial and industrial growth taking place in the northern
region of the county. That growth in turn has generated commensurate demand for housing. The
proposed smaller lot sizes and increase in density creates additional opportunities to increase
housing in the city. Increasing housing opportunities inside city limits has the secondary benefit of
decreasing demand for housing outside city limits that rely on domestic water from the Lower
Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area (LUBGWMA).

Please accept the county support for the proposed zone change.

S

Jensen Tamra Mabbott
Administrator Planning Director


CM Irrigon
Typewritten Text
Support Amd#266-26

CM Irrigon
Typewritten Text


Opposition
AMD #266-26

Barbara Phillips
80610 Wagon Wheel Loop
Irrigon, OR 97844

Irrigon Planning Commission
500 NE Main Ave.
Irrigon, OR 97844

February 3, 2026

Subject: Opposition to Proposed Zoning Change — Land Use Notice AMD 266-26

Iam writing to express my opposition to the proposed zoning changes in Irrigon’s Residential Zone,
specifically regarding the reduction of minimum lot sizes, the reduction of side setbacks, and the
reduction of minimum home square footage requirements. While we recognize the need for thoughtful
housing growth, the proposed density increase poses significant risks to the long-term viability and
character of Irrigon.

As a resident of Irrigon for 28 years, and owner of developable acreage within City limits, | believe these
changes will negatively affect the character, safety, and property values of our community for the
following reasons:

* Incompatibility with Existing Neighborhood Character: The existing homes in Irrigon were
designed with larger lot sizes and a consistent, suburban feel. Transitioning to high-density lots
would leading to a "crowded" feel that contradicts the very reasons residents choose to invest in
this rural community.

* Reduced Setbacks Create Safety and Privacy Issues: Reduced side setbacks, which allow homes
to be closer together, will decrease privacy for existing residents and raise fire safety concerns
regarding the space between structures.

¢ Infrastructure and Public Safety: Our existing roads, water, and sewage systems were
engineered for low-density residential use. Increasing the number of households without a
proportional upgrade to infrastructure risks systemic strain, increased traffic congestion, and
diminished emergency response efficiency.

* Impact on Property Values: The introduction of high-density housing into a single-family
residential area, along with smaller, non-conforming homes, could likely result in a decline in
Thank you for your time and consideration of these concerns.

| respectfuily urge the Commission to deny this application. We advocate for a development strategy
that prioritizes the quality of our living standards over the sheer guantity of units.

Thank you for your dedication to the future of Irrigon.

ffzzerew, M

Barbara Phillips
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NEUTRAL Submittal

Hello Aaron,

Please see the email comments below from our Housing Accountability and Production Office with regards to the
upcoming code amendment application #AMD266-26 public hearing on Thursday.

I am planning to attend the meeting virtually. Please let me know if you would like to catch up prior to the meeting.
Thanks. Take care and talk soon,

Dawn

Dawn Marie Hert Hear my name.

Eastern Oregon Regional Representative | Community Services Division

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers

Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development

Eastern Oregon University, One University Blvd, Badgely Hall, Room 233A | LaGrande, OR 97850-2807
Cell: 503-956-8163 | Main: 503-373-0050

dawn.hert@dlcd.oregon.gov | www.oregon.gov/LCD

From: MARQUARDT Ryan * DLCD <Ryan.MARQUARDT@dIcd.oregon.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 2, 2026 1:19 PM

To: HERT Dawn * DLCD <Dawn.Hert@dlcd.oregon.gov>

Subject: City of Irrigon amendments (AMD 266-26)

Hi Dawn,

I’'m providing HAPO comments on the above-referenced casefile for amendments to Irrigon’s zoning code. The proposed
amendments make the city’s residential development regulations less stringent and support the statewide goals of
increasing housing production, affordability, and choice. HAPO hasn’t identified any issues with the proposed
amendments and state housing laws applicable to the city.

The city is also encouraged to pursue allowing ADUs, which was mentioned in the applicant’s materials as an option.
Irrigon’s current certified population estimate is 2,133. ORS 197A.425 requires cities with a population greater than 2,500
to allow an ADU, and may be applicable to the city in the future depending on population growth. When the ADU statute
is codified, the siting and development standards must be clear and objective, as required by ORS 197A.400. A standard
requiring general visual compatibility would not satisfy that statute. HAPO staff is available to discuss options for design
standards that would be clear and objective, including use of model codes.

Let me know if | can answer any questions.
Thanks,

Ryan

Ryan Marquardt, AICP

Housing Planner | Housing Accountability and Production Office
Pronouns: he/him

Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development
635 Capitol Street NE, Suite 150 | Salem, OR 97301-2540

Cell: 971-375-5659 | Main: 503-373-0050
ryan.marquardt@dicd.oregon.gov | www.oregon.gov/LCD

The Housing Accountability and Production Office is a joint office between the Department of Land Conservation and
Development (DLCD) and the Department of Consumer and Business Services’ Building Codes Division (BCD).
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