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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
By Russ May

Ever gone used car shopping? Some lots
only sell used cars. Others are connected with
a new car dealership. I’ve spent my share of
time in used car lots. In fact, folks in the know
now recommend considering a used car rather
than a new one. Be that as it may, the inter-
esting thing is, I’ve never seen a dirty used car
— no matter how old or how battered, it’s at
its shiny best. Peek under the hood, low and
behold, the engine is scrubbed clean of grease
and grime.

Why is that? You know better than to be-
lieve a used car hasn’t been used. After you
drive it off the lot, a few weeks later, you dis-
cover the dash light doesn’t always work, there
seem to be a lot of rattles, and what’s that blue
cloud coming from the tail pipe?

Did the dealer cleverly hide all those de-
fects? Not likely. I suspect we were so impressed
with the immaculate, well-kept exterior that
we didn’t look any deeper. And if you decide by
appearance alone, then the dealer’s most valu-
able employee is the detailer.

Living on Bay Shore Drive may be similar.
At first glance, it’s a neat place to call home.
Scenic road, tree-hidden homes, beautiful bay
views and, much of the time, quiet. There are
turkeys, fox, deer, skunks and raccoon, which
wander through yards to say nothing of the
birds and squirrels at the feeders. Face it; we
live in a pretty special place.

But Bay Shore Drive isn’t all fluff. Lots of
drivers use the road as their personal waste
disposal site. It’s not unusual when drivers ig-
nore the speed limit. We enjoy the beauty; they
are simply in a hurry to get somewhere. Septic
systems will increasingly cause problems, as
we attempt to insure our water is safe to drink
and play in. At night, many residents cannot
see the Milky Way. They have neighbors whose
yard lights have no baffles to direct the light
down rather than flooding the night sky with
light.

Do you know there are issues regarding
taxes?  Do you know there are issues regard-
ing what school district some property is a part
of?  Cable goes as far north as the Quarry. The
natural gas line ends there. High-speed
Internet? Many residents don’t have DSL ac-
cess in a world where even the government is
requiring people to do business online. Do you
wonder if those making decisions consider the
concerns of Bay Shore Drive area folks? Maybe,
perhaps, it could be they, too, simply pay at-
tention to the work of the detailer who created
Bay Shore Drive.

If we are lucky enough to live here, then we
have the responsibility to insure this remains
the wonderful place we have found it to be.
That won’t be accidental. We need to work to-
gether in naming the issues, investing in dis-
covering solutions and seeing they are imple-
mented. That is why I’m part of BSPOA and
glad you are part of it also.
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Jerry Smart

Having grown up in southern Iowa and
spending most of my life in Iowa, I was not even
aware that Door County, Wisconsin existed. It
was somewhat by accident that my wife, Mary,
and I discovered the county in 1974.  I was work-
ing for John Deere in Dubuque, Iowa, and as a
free-lance flight instructor, I taught my boss to
fly. He needed to get some cross-country flying
experience, and hav-
ing been a territory
manager for Deere in
the area that includes
Door County, he sug-
gested that we fly to
Washington Island.
That was where we
first set foot in the
county and saw the
beautiful clear waters
of Green Bay and
Lake Michigan, and
we have been back
every year since. For
several years our residence was a sailboat moored
in Egg Harbor, and in 1984 we built a house just
south of Murphy Park.

I grew up in the small southern Iowa town of
Ottumwa where the only water around for boat-
ing was the murky Des Moines River, but that
was enough to develop my fondness for boating.
After high school graduation, I attended Iowa
State University where I received a degree in Me-
chanical Engineering. While at Iowa State, I did
a little wrestling (training fodder for the elite wres-
tlers) but mostly studied to survive.

Having been commissioned in the Army from
ROTC, I spent my first two years after college in
a construction engineering unit at Ft. Benning,
Georgia, which developed in me a greater fond-
ness for the Midwest.

After leaving the Army, I began working for
the John Deere Industrial Division in Moline, Il-
linois as a design engineer. In 1965 I married
Mary, a high school English teacher, who is also
from Ottumwa.  We were later transferred to

Ron Cattelan

On the Ides of March 1938, I was born in
Detroit, Michigan.  My family moved to Norway,
Michigan soon after and I was educated at Nor-
way High School where I graduated in 1956.  I
enlisted in the Air Force that year and was sta-
tioned in Texas, Wyoming, California and Japan.
After the Air Force, I enrolled at Northern Michi-
gan University and graduated in 1963.  The same
year I started teaching at Green Bay Preble High
School, where I taught art for 32 years until my
retirement in 1995.  During the summer months,
I did carpentry work to supplement my teaching
income, and after retirement I continued to do
carpentry and added house building.

At age 42, I decided it was time to lose weight
and get fit, so I started endurance type sports.  I
began with running, eventually completing 12
marathons, including the Boston in 1990, took
up cross-country skiing and completed 22
Birkebeiners.  I also did snowshoe, rollerblade,
bike and quadrathlon races.  I really enjoyed
doing triathlons, where I won my age group many
times.  I was instrumental in starting the Bay
Shore Bike Club, which
ran the Door Country Cen-
tury bike rides for many
years.

Bike tours with friends
included Door County and
for many years we did a
long tour of the county.
The beauty of Door County
attracted me and I decided
it would be nice to have a
cabin in that area.  Since I
like building, I decided not
to buy a place, but rather, build it myself.  This
cottage was completed in 2008.

My wife, Lu, is quite the artist herself and
has done many quilts and other sewing projects.
She got a degree in education, taught for five
years, and substituted at a Catholic school in
Denmark for many years.  We have three sons,
one daughter, five grandchildren and reside in
Denmark, Wisconsin.

NEW STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS



WINTER 2011     _    Bay Shore Property Owners   _    page 3

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

April 5 – General Elections
April 12 – Town Board Annual

Meetings
Egg Harbor:  7 PM
Sevastopol:  6:30 PM

May  7– Bay Shore Drive Cleanup
Those who volunteered at the annual meet-
ings, or have helped in past years, will be
contacted.  A 1 to 2 hour effort reaps a clean
road and a great feeling.  Others wishing to
assist, contact Mary Law at 743-2072.

July 16 – Door County Sprint Triathlon
July 17 – Door County Half Iron Man

Both events staged from Murphy Park
July 30 – Town of Egg Harbor Sesquicentennial
October 1 – BSPOA 15th Annual Meeting

11 AM at Horseshoe Bay Gold Club
October 23 – Door County Fall Fifty

Dubuque, Iowa where our two daughters were
born. A later transfer moved us to Cedar Falls,
Iowa where I retired after 39 years with John
Deere.

Since retirement we have been making the
transition from Iowa to Wisconsin and have been
spending most of our time in Door County. In
the winter we travel by motor home to RV re-
sorts south of the snow belt, most recently spend-
ing three months in Arizona.

We look forward to making Door County our
permanent residence.

Please address questions and comments for our
association via email to bspoa.556@charter.net
or by phone to steering committee members.  All
phone numbers are in the (920) area code.  We
value your input.
Chairman: Russ May ......................... 746-8964
Vice-Chair: Bill Rix ............................. 868-3394
Secretary: Kathie Jung-Vavra * ......... 743-6255
Treasurer: Bob Graef ......................... 743-8455
One-Year Term
Bob Landry ........................................... 868-3679
Deborah Mancuso ................................. 743-5582
Bryan Troutman ................................... 743-9088
Bill Rix .................................................. 868-3394
Two-Year Term
Nancy Buhl ........................................... 743-3227
Ron Cattelan ......................................... 863-8297
Randy Kenny ........................................ 743-5452
Jack Van Lanen .................................... 746.4465
Three-Year Term
Bob Graef .............................................. 743-8455
Kathie Jung-Vavra* ............................... 743-6255
Russ May .............................................. 746-8964
Jerry Smart* ......................................... 868-2212
Emeritus Trustees
Barb Bunning
Jim Bunning
Mary Law**
Betty Parsons
Bill Parsons
*new to steering committee
**new to emeritus

BSPOA 2010 – 2011
STEERING COMMITTEE

ASIAN CARP CRISIS

By Robert W. Landry

Invasion of the Great Lakes by Asian carp
appears to be imminent. If it is not stopped, the
pristine magnificence of our five great lakes,
which constitute almost 20% of the earth’s sur-
face fresh water supply, will suffer irreparable
damage.

The future continues to look grim and there
is no unified plan of action. Nevertheless, with
good accountable leadership backed by public
support, and money, ($475 million granted), it is
not too late to vanquish the invader.

When alewives were brought in and multi-
plied by the hundreds of millions, the State of
Michigan devised a program that converted the
problem into a sportsman’s paradise.  Quagga
and Zebra mussels are causing many problems,
but progress on eradicating them is positive.  We
have the resources to handle the Asian carp prob-
lem also. We must marshal those resources un-
der accountable, strong leadership and take ac-
tion NOW!
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UPDATES

DNR PORTABLE PIER RULING
The DNR has made a new ruling that applies

to portable pier dimensions.  If a pier was placed
in the water prior to February 6, 2004 and has
grandfathered dimensions, it is necessary for the
homeowner to do a one-time free registration
process prior to April 1, 2011.  If a pier with
grandfathered dimensions has not been regis-
tered, the homeowner can be subject to a fine.
For further information, go to the BSPOA website,
www.bspoa.org, which contains downloaded in-
formation from DNR or call the DNR office at
(608) 266-2621.

FRONTIER CUSTOMERS TO
RECEIVE DSL

In November, steering committee member
Randy Kenny attended a meeting sponsored by
Frontier.  Frontier is going to offer a Digital Ser-
vice Line (DSL), which will provide faster service
than dial up. Anyone who receives a phone bill
from Frontier should be able to receive DSL,
which should be available by summer.  Frontier
was unable to provide the exact location for where
service begins.  BSPOA will continue to monitor.

BSPOA TO SUPPORT DC
TRIATHLON AND FALL 50

By Bryan Troutman

Since the inception of the Door County Sprint
Triathlon and the Half Iron Man, your organiza-
tion has sponsored the water bottle exchange for
the bike segment of these races. For the Sprint
Triathlon, July 16, the water bottle exchange is
at the turn-around of the race at Quarry Park.
For the Half Iron Man, July 17, exchange is at
the foot of Carlsville Road and Bay Shore Drive.

This is the first year that BSPOA will man-
age the water exchange for the Fall 50.  Water
exchange will be at Chateau Hutter on Carlsville
Road. The Fall 50 was launched in 2006 by Sean

PROPANE BUYING PROGRAM

By Bryan Troutman

BSPOA, in connection with Glidden Drive,
Whitefish Bay and Point Beach Homeowner As-
sociations,  joined forces to form an effective
buying program for propane gas. This is the
fourth year and the program is having great suc-
cess.  Over 150 homeowners participate. This
year the supplier changed from FerrellGas to
Lakes Gas, primarily for a significant price break.
A price of $1.44 was secured, which is a signifi-
cant reduction from the current market price of
$1.83. Lakes Gas required everyone to undergo
a formal inspection of their home and appliances

Ryan and the Door County Visitor Bureau to ini-
tiate an athletic event outside of the peak sum-
mertime season.  The event, which is a 50-mile
running event with teams of 2-5 members along
with a separate solo runner extreme endurance
event, takes place the weekend after Fall Fest. In
2010, the event had 240 teams and over 100
solo runners, resulting in 1,100 participants.
Sean hopes to accommodate 300 teams and up
to 150 solo runners in 2011. The race begins in
Gills Rock and concludes at Sunset Park.  It is
supported by its charity partners, Door County
Silent Sports Alliance,
www.doorcountysilentsports.org; The Friends of
the Door County Parks System, The Friends of
Peninsula Park and the Sturgeon Bay School
District.

BSPOA will need your help to support the
water exchanges for these two events.  If you are
interested, please contact Bryan Troutman at
bdtroutman@aol.com.

To register for either race, Google the event.
Registration for the Door County Triathlon
opened New Year’s Day.  Entrants may register
as individuals or as a member of a relay team for
either event.  Since the Sprint was sold out the
past couple years and the Half Iron reached 95%
capacity in 2010, last minute registrations might
not work.  Registration for the Door County Fall
50 begins April 1.
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BSPOA WEBSITE DIVERSIFIED

By Randy Kenny, Website Editor

The organization’s website, which has been
in operation since summer, was established to
keep members posted on items of potential in-
terest and importance to them.  Information in-
cludes BSPOA activities, DNR pier regulations,
Asian Carp updates, links to other sites, includ-
ing all local Governmental websites and a photo
section of BSPOA activities and scenic pictures
of the Bay Shore area.

Your association recently became a member
of The Wisconsin Taxpayer Alliance (WTA), which
is a “non-profit, non-partisan, independently
funded organization dedicated to improving Wis-
consin Government through education.” Mate-
rial from their monthly newsletters, periodic re-
ports and bulletins is posted on the website and
includes a link to the WTA website.  One focus of
the alliance is statistical data gathering and
analysis of cost for various government services.

Information of interest to members is eagerly
solicited.  Call or e-mail Randy Kenny at 743-
5452 or jrkenny8887@hotmail.

By all means, check bspoa.org frequently to
keep up-to-date!

at a cost of $30. Although most homes were safe
and secure, the inspection found several prob-
lems and a couple of homes had gas leaks. This
was cheap insurance for all participants. If you
would like to join this program or have any ques-
tions, contact Bryan Troutman through email at
bdtroutman@aol.com.

GOING GREEN

Don’t be foiled:

Aluminum production is a resource and
energy intensive process.  Use foil spar-
ingly; and, where possible, wash and fold
it for reuse.  When it’s no longer usable,
make sure to recycle it.

BSPOA ANNUAL MEETING
OCTOBER 2, 2010

By Barb Bunning

BSPOA’s 14th Annual Meeting will be held
Saturday, October 2, 2010 at the Horseshoe
Bay Golf Club, located in a beautiful Door
County setting overlooking the Bay of Green
Bay.

Last year the Wisconsin Legislature pro-
claimed 2010 as the “Year of the Niagara Es-
carpment.” In celebration of Door County’s sig-
nificant dolomite, we are pleased Roger Kuhns,
who holds a PhD in geology, will be our fea-
tured speaker.  Dr. Kuhns will take us through
a natural history tour of what we live on and
near.  He has worked in geology, hydrology,
ecology and sustainability in over 65 countries,
and has extensive experience in Door County,
where he has lived and still studies.  He is also
the owner of SustainAudit LLC, which helps
companies, individuals and municipalities ap-
ply sustainability in their work and environ-
ments.

Come join us!  Meet other BSPOA mem-
bers, enjoy a fabulous luncheon and learn
about our ledges, which are part of the total
650 mile Niagara Escarpment.  Detailed infor-
mation will be sent to you in a separate mail-
ing.  So mark your calendars. We hope to see
you in October!

Speaker Dr. Roger Kuhns talks with members.
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Do you know that over 40% of the plants and
animals on the Federal Endangered and Threat-
ened Species list are at risk because of invasive
species? Many of our own native Door County
plants and animals face serious threats from
these same invaders.

So what are these invaders? A plant, animal
or pathogen is considered invasive if it has been
introduced to an area by human activities; is not
natural or native to the area; is capable of estab-
lishing a breeding population without further
human intervention; and spreads widely through-
out the new area. They often have no predators
or competitors to help control their population
levels.

Invasive species can affect all of us in a num-
ber of different ways.
l They cost us money. In the United States,

expenses associated with ecological damage
and control costs over $135 billion annually.
In Wisconsin, control of buckthorn, an ag-
gressive shrub that hinders regeneration of
native forest trees can easily cost $500-$2,000
per acre. Wisconsin Electric Power Company
reports costs of over $1 million per year to
control zebra mussels at their Lake Michigan
Power Plants.

l They threaten our health. Sharp zebra mus-
sel shells can easily cut feet and hands of
swimmers and waders. Wild Parsnip, a spe-
cies found along roadsides and in open grass-
lands, can cause burns and blisters by sim-
ply brushing bare skin against the plant. This
species is spreading rapidly throughout Wis-
consin. Cholera causing bacteria have been
found in ballast water tanks of ocean going
ships.

l They can aggressively invade and dominate
natural areas and waterways. Spring wild
flowers in some parks and natural areas in
Manitowoc County have almost disappeared
because of invasive garlic mustard. Zebra
mussels have reduced the food supply of na-
tive organisms and have enhanced conditions
for rapid growth of blue-green algae and other
nuisance aquatic vegetation.

l They reduce recreational opportunities. Mute

swans chase away all waterfowl from bays and
shoreline areas. Multiflora rose, buckthorn,
and honeysuckle fill the understory of our once
open forestlands making hunting, hiking, and
bird watching more difficult. Wildlife that de-
pend on native plants become less common
where invasive species dominate. Eurasian
water milfoil can become so thick as to clog
boat motors and prevent or limit boating in
many areas.
As property owners and as users of our parks,

forests, lakes and streams, there are several
things we can do to help prevent the introduc-
tion and spread of invasive species.
n Go to the DNR Invasive Species web page

(http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives) to learn about
the invasive species present in our area. This
website includes a link to keys, guides, and
photos of more common invasive species. The
site also provides excellent tips to help con-
trol the spread of invasive species.

n Don’t move firewood from one area to another.
Purchase or make your own locally.

n Drain bilge water and fish tanks before mov-
ing your boat from one waterway to another.

n Clean boat trailers and vehicles of all aquatic
plants before you leave the launching ramp.

n Don’t transport water, minnows, crayfish, or
other bait from one waterway to another.

n Clean mud and debris off your boots, shoes,
or bikes after you hike or ride.

n Use only native species, preferably locally
grown, for your gardening and landscape
needs.

n Encourage local governments to stop mow-
ing roadside ditches, which help prevent the
spread of seeds and plants.

n Volunteer to help local eradication efforts.
Groups like The Nature Conservancy, The
Ridges, Door County Land Trust, park friends
organizations and BSPOA often sponsor eradi-
cation efforts.

n Remove and destroy invasive species from
your property.
Enjoy our beautiful outdoors but please, let’s

all do our part to help protect Door County’s pre-
cious natural resources.

Consequences and Preventive Help

AN OVERVIEW OF INVASIVE SPECIES
By Ron Fassbender, DNR Lakeshore Basin Supervisor, Retired
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BSPOA INVASIVE SPECIES
UPDATE

By Jack Van Lanen, BSPOA Invasive Species
Coordinator

It won’t be long and our “friends”, the
invasives such as honeysuckle, buckthorn,
garlic mustard, etc., will be greening out
and it will be time to start removing them
again.  Unfortunately, more and more in-
vasive species are impacting our county.

The Ridges Sanctuary will be coordi-
nating the efforts of a Door County Inva-
sive Species Team (DCIST) this year.  Along
with the knowledge of the Ridge’s staff,
education programs, and equipment to
fight this problem, will be available to
groups and individuals.  Marne Kaeske,
the Ridge’s Stewardship Coordinator, will
coordinate the DCIST effort, however, the
entire Ridge’s staff plus the many contrac-
tors now licensed to control invasive spe-
cies are here to help you. 

So you now have two options.  The
DCIST can come to your property for a site
visit to identify native and non-native spe-
cies, to assess what needs to be done, and
to help develop an action plan.  Call (920)
839-2802 or e-mail
marne@RidgesSanctuary.org to schedule
a site visit, to ask questions, or to inquire
about educational programs. The second
option is to contact me, Jack Van Lanen,
at (920) 746-4465 or e-mail
johnvanlanen@hotmail.com and I will see
that your problems/questions are an-
swered.  BSPOA will continue to do identi-
fication and eradication for our members.
Volunteers are needed to assist with eradi-
cation.  If you like nature and wish to spend
some productive time outside, please call
me.

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

By Nancy Buhl, Membership Chair

Please welcome our new members and
encourage other neighbors to join in sup-
porting BSPOA!

Patty Borys

Lee and Fran Carlson

Mike and Cindy Crotty

Jim and Karen Ebbeson

Gregory and Debb Grewe

David and Denise Haen

Richard and Linda Hartl

John and Diana Kosmoski

Thomas and Beverly Lisle

Ron and Pam Maloney

Joe McMahon

Keith and Sherry Mutchler

Fred and Jackie Nazar

Ken and Ivy Nelson

Ryan and Courtney Peirce

Robert and Lannea Phillips

Ronald and Chris Puszynski

David Ripp

Rick and Pam Seiler

Phyllis Taylor

Richard and Olivia Vallee

Robert and Renee Virlee

John and Pat Woodyard

Let the beauty of thy nature, Lord,
Now be revealed through me,
That man may see Thy loveliness
And praises sing to Thee.

— Gerhard CF Miller
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BAY SHORE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
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PROPERTYOWNERSASSOCIATION

BayShore

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this association is to
maintain the safe, natural and aesthetic charac-
ter of the Bay Shore Drive area.

MISSION STATEMENT:  The Bay Shore Property
Owners Association is a voluntary, non-profit as-
sociation.  Its mission is to provide for discussion
and action on issues that impact the residential
character of the neighborhood and those that af-
fect the character of Door County.

GOALS:

_To monitor proposals for development of recre-
ational/commercial properties that relates to and
affects residential character of the neighborhood.

_To keep members informed of development pro-
posals and issues that impact the residential char-
acter of the neighborhood.

_To educate and motivate members and non-
members to preserve and enhance the natural,
visual and historic resources of the area.

_To encourage management of growth through
effective town, city and county land use planning
and zoning.

_To form an alliance with other existing property
owner associations.

_To address other issues that affect Bay Shore
Drive indirectly but affect the quality of life in Door
County.


