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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
By Russ May

Our Thanksgiving celebration began with a
visit with a daughter in Washington, D.C.  It was
a great three days, then off to New York and
Thanksgiving itself with a son.  We could have
taken a plane, but opted for the train.  It has
been centuries since I took a train anywhere, let
alone a 3+ hour ride from Washington to New
York.  The trip was great!  In fact, my wife and I
said to each other, “We need to take the train
more often.”

There was a time when passenger trains
crisscrossed the nation.  You could get on a train
in Sturgeon Bay and connect anywhere in the
country.  In my hometown, depot agents were
on duty round the clock selling tickets to any-
where.

Then came the automobile – called a horseless
carriage back then.  People were no longer bound
by railroad timetables or the limits of iron rails.
You could travel where and when you wanted.
There were limits, of course.  At first it was safety
and reliability.  Automobiles weren’t much to talk
about.  Then there was the ride – early cars rode
like horse-drawn buggies.  The greatest limita-
tion was the road itself.  Some were two-lane
built following old trails.  The rest, two-wheel dirt
ruts.

Finally paved roads came.  The more con-
crete, the fewer train travelers.  President
Eisenhower dealt the deathblow to passenger tail
travel when he signed a bill creating a four-lane
interstate highway system.  Passengers stopped
riding, trains stopped running, rail lines were
abandoned.  People complained about the de-

mise of rail travel and told stories of when two or
three trains stopped every day.

The fascinating thing was, if you asked,
“When was the last time you were on a train?”
the answer was “10, or 20 or 30 years ago.”  Many
said, “Never.”  “So why,” the next question came,
“do you care if the trains no longer run?”  The
answer was always the same; “I want it there in
case I need it.”

I wonder if organizations like ours aren’t simi-
lar to the railroads.  Once they were important
as we struggled with complex issues.  For BSPOA,
it was things like condominium development,
water quality and treats to the beauty of the Drive.
It’s easy to rise to the occasion when confronted
by common problems. But then, when the prob-
lems aren’t evident – ho-hum.  Still, we want them
if ever we need them.

Bay Shore Property Owners is each of us.
There are 237 property owners and each of us
can make a difference.  We are creating a website
and E-mail links us with members, who have
given us their address.  Issues will confront us.
We are determined to be proactive rather than
just reacting as we seek to fulfill our mission.  (If
you haven’t read it recently, check the back page
of our newsletter).

The Bay Shore Drive area has changed and
will continue to change.  Since it is our home, we
need to work together to protect the place we
have made home. That’s why I believe, thanks to
you, BSPOA will never go the way of the passen-
ger train.  Glad you’re aboard!
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 The 13th Annual Meeting of BSPOA was

held on October 3, 2009 at the Horseshoe Bay

Golf Club  – a wonderful facility that overlooks

the waters of Green Bay and the beautiful pan-

orama of fall foliage.  The doors opened at 11

AM for nearly 100 attendees to register and to

enjoy some camaraderie before sitting down to

a delicious luncheon.  President Russ May con-

ducted the annual meeting.  Thereafter, attend-

ees enjoyed a presentation of “La Baronessa

and Her Sisterships” by Bill Parsons, former

Co-owner-Presi-

dent of Palmer

Johnson Yachts

and current

President of

Palmer Johnson

Enterprises.  Bill

shared stories

and details of

building the

world’s largest

aluminum motor

yacht at 195 feet

and other

sisterships.  The day ended with two lucky win-

ners taking home a beautiful book of La

Baronessa.

Bill’s presentation was recorded by Laddie

Chapman for the Sevastopol PEG TV channel

986/97 and is available for viewing anytime at

www.doorbell.net/video.

Special thanks go to Bill, the staff, chef,

and event coordinators at Horseshoe Bay Golf

Club and to all the volunteers in BSPOA that

helped make this annual meeting a success!

Thank you!!

BSPOA’S 13TH ANNUAL MEETING 2009

By Deborah Mancuso

BSPOA 2009 – 2010

The following members were elected to
terms of leadership in BSPOA for the 2009 –
2010 year, which runs from September 2009
through the October of 2010 annual meeting.
Please address questions and comments for our
association via e-mail to
bspoa.556@charter.net or by phone to steer-
ing committee members listed below.  We value
your input.

Chairman: Russ May ........... 746-8964
Vice-Chair: Mary Law .......... 743-2072
Secretary: By Committee ..... 743-2303
Treasurer: Bob Graef ........... 743-8455

One-Year Term

Bob Graef ............................. 743-8455
Russ May ............................. 746-8964
Bill Rix ................................. 868-3394

Two-Year Term

Bob Landry ........................... 868-3679
Mary Law.............................. 743-2072
Deborah Mancuso ................ 743-5582
Bryan Troutman ................... 743-9088

Three-Year Term

Nancy Buhl .......................... 743-3227
John Van Lanen ................... 746-4465
Randy Kenny ........................ 743-5452

Emeritus Members

Barb Bunning ....................... 746-4025
Jim Bunning ........................ 746-4025
Betty Parsons ....................... 743-2303
Bill Parsons .......................... 743-2303

Bill Parsons
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Editor’s note: In September of 2009, BSPOA
wrote a letter to county and city officials and to
the Department of Transportation regarding two
truck issues.  In addition, Bryan Troutman spoke
at the Sturgeon Bay Parking and Traffic Commit-
tee meeting. Below are the issues BSPOA ad-
dressed.

Last fall the Steering Committee learned of a
potential truck route that would designate part
of Bay Shore Drive as part of the plan.  Truck
traffic for Palmer Johnson and Fincantieri would
go north on the bypass bridge, turn onto BB and
then turn onto highway B (Bay Shore Drive)
going southerly.  There is concern because this
routing would run through a predominately resi-
dential area that is one of the most pristine and
scenic roadways that skirt the bay.  The route
would also affect the safely of its many bikers,
walkers, joggers, including children, and the
safety and aesthetics around Sunset Park.
County B also receives heavy vehicle usage from
Door County visitors.

When weight restrictions were put on the
Michigan Street Bridge several years ago, truck
traffic for the above two companies, which had
routinely used the Michigan Bridge, was directed
to Bay Shore Drive.  However, since the comple-
tion of the Maple Oregon Bridge, a city route is
again available.  Therefore, the Steering Com-
mittee believes this should be the sole route for
Palmer Johnson and Fincantieri.  Furthermore,
it is our understanding that the Maple Oregon
Bridge was built with the intent it would become
the designated truck route.

At this time, there is no current activity on
the above issue; however, BSPOA will continue
to monitor the status of proposed truck routes.

Truck Traffic And Stone Delivery

The second issue BSPOA addressed last fall
was the heavy trucks that were delivering stone
to barges at a site close to Quarry Park.   The
stone was then loaded onto barges for the Egg
Harbor Marina project.  Truck speed, number of

daily truck trips and weight generated concerns
for safety and road wear.   In addition to Steering
Committee concerns, several members also con-
tacted us.  Truck traffic was finally stopped when
BSPOA member, Abbey LaReno, complained to
the Door County Planning Department.  The Plan-
ning Department had not been aware of the
dumping site, which was zoned residential, and
thereafter filed an injunction based on non-per-
mitted land use.  While relieved that truck
 traffic was stopped, we were surprised the truck
traffic had not been deemed a concern by county
staff and elected officials.

POTENTIAL TRUCK ROUTE FOR BAY SHORE DRIVE

By BryanTroutman

Please join in welcoming our new members
and encourage other neighbors to join in sup-
porting BSPOA.

Violet Ames

Frank Ballendux

Joe McMahon Mgr, Bay Shore Inn

Becky and Greg Britton

Tiffani and John Childress

Wilbert Goldman

Patty Meyers Kita and Jim Kita

Ann and Tom Knab

Mary and Mark Knable

Barb and Tony Kokjohn

Corrine and David Meyer

Kathy and Roger Nulton Jr.

Kelley and Jeff Pohl

Cheri and Kip Pohl

Kaylyn and Allan Repsis

Karon and Dan Ripp

Greg Sessler and Dale Kauffman

Michael Salisbury

Nancy and John Stogny

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

By Nancy Buhl, Membership Chairman
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When the Steering Committee reviewed the
“Volunteer” sheets from our annual meeting,
concern and interest in night lighting and rain
gardens was identified.  So we decided to in-
vestigate.

Dr. Ray Stonecipher, a board member of the
Door Peninsula Astronomical Society, kindly
supplied reference articles upon which the fol-
lowing is based.

To begin, the night, which is filled with con-
stellations of stars, planets and galaxies, a vista
of outstanding natural beauty, is becoming ob-
scured in urban and rural areas alike.  The
cause is light that is submitted in our surround-
ings.

When authorities speak about unnecessary
light, they are referring to glare, a blinding light
which is “ineffective and inefficient light,” un-
wanted light, such as from neighboring prop-
erty, light clutter that comes from excessive
grouping of lights, as can be found in roadside
advertising, over-illumination, sky glow, like one
sees from a distance around cities, and an ab-
sence of darkness, which is caused by artificial
light.

 The adverse affects on environment from a
combination of the above is called light pollu-
tion, “wasted light that does nothing to increase
nighttime safety, utility, or
security...additionally, it wastes energy, money
and natural resources.”

Since reading a number of articles on the
subject, I began by consciously noting night
lighting wherever I drive.  Unexpectedly, I now
find myself aware of light pollution and am an-
noyed.

Astronomers are not against night lighting,
rather, they advocate for the lighting to serve
the task and take into consideration relevant
factors that include “glare control, energy effi-
ciency and the need for dark skies.  In fact, to
see well, it’s necessary to minimize glare and
dark areas near well-lit areas.”

Below are suggestions that can help to mini-
mize light pollution:

1. Use night lighting only when and where
necessary and turn off lights when possible.

2. Direct light downward.  This means us-

NIGHT LIGHTING

By Betty Parsons

ing fixtures that are designed for this purpose.
3. Use low pressure sodium (LPS) light

sources when possible, as “this is the best pos-
sible light source to minimize adverse effects
on the night sky.”

If anyone wants consultation about out-
door lighting changes on their property, they
can ask one of the following individuals; if
you live between Bluebird Lane and Dunn Road
call Melissa Moren, lighting consultant; or Ja-
son Bieri, electrical specialist at (920) 746-2820,
who are with Sturgeon Bay Utilities.  If you live
north of Dunn Road, call Wisconsin Public Ser-
vices at (920) 433-4964 and ask for Kevin Pitts.

Information for this article comes from publi-
cations of the International Dark-Sky Associa-
tion. For additional information, go to
www.darksky.org.

Photo supplied by Dave Wymer



WINTER 2010     _    Bay Shore Property Owners   _    page 5

Have you ever heard of a rain garden?  No,
not a raised garden, a rain garden.  A rain gar-
den is a simple dug out depression that collects
water runoff.  You might be asking yourself, “Why
would I want to collect rain water from my home
and create a bunch of puddles that will make
my basement wet and create a home for mosqui-
toes”?   Well, these are two myths about rain
gardens.

Rain gardens are designed to infiltrate the
water collected in a matter of hours and are
placed a minimum distance from homes to avoid
foundation issues.  In fact, rain gardens infil-
trate about 30% more water than a conventional
lawn and a conventional garden.  Increased in-
filtration is important because Wisconsin, like
many other states, is facing a decreasing ground-
water supply due to human demands.  Rain gar-
dens also filter low levels of contaminants as the
water infiltrates.  When new homes, driveways,
roads and other structures are built, ground
surfaces are “capped” and speed of water runoff
increases. Rapid routing decreases infiltration of
water back into the ground and causes; more
frequent flash flooding, flash flooding with greater
quantities of water, increases peak runoffs and
soil erosion, decreases base flows for perennial
streams and can increase average water tempera-
tures for trout streams.

When building a home, the goal is — no ad-
verse impacts on ground and surface waters.  In
other words, post-development runoff and infil-
tration remain the same as pre-development con-
ditions.  This goal can be accomplished by:  1)
disconnecting impervious surfaces, which slows
down the routing process, and 2) by installing
rain gardens.

Rain gardens are a simple solution that al-
most every homeowner can incorporate into their
landscaping.  A typical rain garden is about a 10
foot by 20 foot oblong with a 6 inch depression
that has approximately two feet of soil under the
depression and it is designed to collect rain wa-
ter from the downspouts.  The depressions are
planted with native plants, which increase infil-
tration with their deep root systems, and attract
native birds and butterflies.   Native plants or

combinations of plants can vary greatly to meet
individual preferences.

Across the nation, rain gardens are gaining
in popularity and contribute to “green” efforts.  I
have included two links that provide additional
information about rain gardens.  The first is an
elementary four -minute video on Laddie
Chapman’s website:  http://www.doorbell.net/
video/raingard.wmv. The second is a
homeowner’s “how to” guide:  http://
c l e a n w a t e r. u w e x . e d u / p u b s / p d f /
home.rgmanual.pdf.

If you have questions regarding rain gardens
or storm water topics, please contact me at:
920.746.2214 or GCoulthurst@co.door.wi.us.

RAIN GARDENS

By Guest Writer Greg Coulthurst, Door County Soil and Water Conservation Department

LOCAL LANDSCAPER
 OFFERS DISCOUNTED

RAIN GARDEN

Greg Meissner, of Meissner Landscape
Inc., has offered to install a rain
garden for a BSPOA member at a 30%
discount.  In return, BSPOA asks that
the resident be willing to show the rain
garden to any interested BSPOA mem-
ber.  Contact Greg at (920) 743-1011.  The
first resident to phone Greg will be the
lucky recipient.
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On January 4, 2005, Kurt Hettinger, se-

nior aquarist of the Shedd Aquarium, opened

the Great Lakes Invasive Species Exhibit say-

ing, “To me, these are the most important fish
today.”  He was exhibiting ugly metal-grey

beasts behind glass, Asian carp.  When

Hettinger made that statement, big head and

silver carp were migrating up the Mississippi

approaching the Illinois River (the lower limb

of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal).  He
predicted that unless they were stopped, they

would turn the Great Lakes into oversized carp

ponds.  The likelihood of such a disaster is on

the brink of happening.  In January, carp DNA

was found in Lake Michigan.

In 1963, the United States Fish and Wild

Life Service introduced Asian carp to control
aquatic weeds without chemicals.  Arkansas

fish farmers used them as scavengers to clear

their ponds.  Unfortunately, flooding gave the

carp access to the Mississippi, where they

quickly multiplied and dominated the native
species.  Native species are unable to compete

with the voracious fast breeding carp.  The carp

are large, some weigh 100 pounds.  They con-

sume more than 40 percent of their body weight

per day.  They feed on plankton and other criti-

cal nutrients essential to all creatures in the
water food chain.  They also constitute a dan-

ger to people using the water for recreation.

Large numbers of silver carp leap over 5 feet

out of the water when agitated by motor boats.

People have been knocked out of their boats

and injured by flying fish.

Prior to 2004, Congress was alerted to the
threat of an Asian carp invasion into the Great

Lakes.  They authorized $9,000,000 to the Army

Corps of Engineers to build a barrier to the

carp on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal

in the area below the locks and 20 miles from

the entrance to Lake Michigan.  An electric gate

was finished in early 2006, but the Corps re-

fused to turn it on except for testing despite
the close proximity of carp.  On October 3,

2008, eight Great Lakes governors, including

Jim Doyle of Wisconsin, wrote to the Army

Corps and the US Coast Guard demanding that

the electric gate be activated.  The governors

received no reply and the barrier was not acti-
vated except for testing.  On November 28,

2008, Chuck Shea, barrier project manager for

the Army Corps said, “I think it’s ready to go.”

The Army Corps finally activated the fence at

about one inch per volt, which is insufficient

to stop the fish, especially juveniles.  Mark Pegg,
a University of Nebraska biologist, who con-

ducted shock tests on fish between 2002 and

2003, said, “Until we get close to four volts per

inch, we will not be effective at topping small

fish.”  Still, no effort was made to increase the

voltage, the Army Corps contending that fur-
ther testing was necessary.  Weeks later, the

Army suspended testing in order to make nec-

essary repairs, in contradiction to what Shea

ASIAN INVASION

By Bob Landry
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had previously announced.

For five days, beginning December 3, 2009,
a last minute effort was conducted by 200 ex-

perts to poison the canal with rotenone to kill

the fish at a point south of the barrier and locks.

Then they neutralized the canal chemically to

make the water safe for humans.  Such a

scheme appears to be a tardy, one-shot effort,
too late to prevent fish already upstream and

temporary in effect.  Tom Barrett, Mayor of

Milwaukee, purposed closing the locks, which

would bar the fish as well as all navigation from

Lake Michigan to the Mississippi.  It would have

interrupted Chicago’s environmental system.
He was supported by many environmentalists.

If the Army Corps acts promptly to activate

the barrier to four volts per inch to stop fur-

ther invasion, some experts predict that the

minimal population in the Great Lakes would

be insufficient to support breeding.  If that were

true, the Asian invasion would be halted.

Because the electric barriers erected by the

Army Corps failed to bar passage of the carp

through the Chicago Sanitary and Barge Ca-

nal, the State of Michigan reopened the law-

suit against Chicago and the State of Illinois to

close the locks, and other governors joined the
lawsuit.  However, the court refused to act,

though it left open other litigation on the ca-

nal.

Closing the locks would block passageways

for the carp to enter Lake Michigan.  Illinois

and Chicago strongly oppose such a solution,
because it would necessitate a major overhaul

of the sanitary system for the entire area and

eliminate a vital navigational route worth many

millions of dollars per year.  The Obama ad-

ministration has announced that it joins the

opposition.  In mid-January, the President
agreed to host a summit on how to stop the

Asian carp from establishing itself in the Great

Lakes.  Whatever course is taken, it must be

taken soon.

Use refillable pens.  Pens are often

tossed into the garbage and not recycled

or reused.  Their components and pack-

aging are made from nonrenewable re-

sources and can contain environmen-

tally damaging chemicals.  Every year,

Americans discard 1.6 billion pens.

Placed end to end, they would stretch

more than 150,000 miles – equivalent

to crossing the Pacific Ocean from Los

Angeles to Tokyo more than twenty-five

times.

GOING GREEN

contributed to BSPOA water testing expenses

In Memoriam

served on the Steering Committee

In every walk with nature one
receives far more than he seeks.

— John Muir

Homer Bliss

Hank Martens
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Propane Purchase Program

Winter is well underway and the value of
our Propane Purchase Program with
FerrellGas appears, once
again, to be a great success.
To date, we have approxi-
mately 40 BSPOA members
who have joined our pro-
gram.  Potential users prob-
ably number around 100,
for which we have capacity, so
please tell your neighbors.  If you
wish to join our program, please contact me
with your address, email address, current sup-
plier, your annual consumption and state
whether you own or lease your tank.  Email
this information to bdtroutman@aol.com.
Bryan Troutman

Lip Grant to Eliminate Invasive Species

 Good News!!  We (BSPOA) achieved our goal
of 398 donated hours eliminating buckthorn
and honeysuckle, which means the Door
County Land Trust will receive the grant to
eliminate invasives on the Blufflands Preserve

along Bay Shore Drive and Reynolds Road.  The
vendor they choose will do the work in 2010.

However, this does not mean our fight
against invasives is over.  If anyone has
invasives they would like identified, re-
moved and/or would like to volunteer to
remove them, please let me know at 746-
4465 or johnvanlanen@hotmail.com. 
Thanks!! Jack Van Lanen

PEG Cable Channel Update

The Sevastopol cable TV station was moved
into the Sevastopol Town Hall October 20th.
Broadcast hours are 8 AM to at least midnight,
daily, and the station is available to all Char-
ter subscribers on channel 986 anywhere from
Ellison Bay down to Two Rivers, or analog chan-
nel 97 in Sevastopol territory only.

Our station has just installed a video server
which makes it possible to offer more programs
and variety than ever during a week. The source
of many shows is other PEG (Public/Educa-
tion/Government) channels across the nation.

Note that other local channels, including
Sturgeon Bay and Algoma, are available to

Charter digital subscribers in the
981-994 range.  Only a basic
subscription is necessary to view
these, but you do need a digital
hookup or converter box.

You can view a daily broad-
cast schedule by clicking on the
first link on Laddie’s video web
page, www.doorbell.net/video.
Most of the shows recorded for
the TV station are also available
for web viewing at that site.

Comments are welcome and
should be directed to the pro-
gram director, Laddie Chapman,
at 743-8400 or tv@doorbell.net.
Betty Parsons

UPDATES

Blufflands Preserve area
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Year of the Niagara Escarpment
Initiated

Over 200 participants heard seven expert
panelists share their knowledge and perspec-
tive on the creation, make up, and definition
of the Niagara Escarpment Seminar, January
14th at UW-Green Bay.  This year, 2010, was
designated the “Year of the Niagara Escarp-
ment” by the Wisconsin State Legislature.  The
seminar, which was sponsored by the “Niagara
Escarpment Resource Network, is ‘a coalition
of agencies, academia, organizations, busi-
nesses and individuals, who share a common
interest in better understanding and manag-
ing one of Wisconsin’s most unique and trea-
sured resources.  Our Mission seeks to find an
improved balance in conservation and devel-
opment issues along the Escarpment corridor.”
BSPOA will keep you informed of upcoming Es-
carpment activities in Door County. Betty
Parsons

Greenprinting

Mariah Goode, Director of the Door County
Planning and Zoning Department, reports that
staff from the Trust for Public Land did a pre-
sentation for the Greenprinting project at the
January County Board meeting and presented
two training sessions for county staff and spe-
cific invitees.  In late spring, training sessions
will be available for the public.  BSPOA will
notify members of these dates via email.  Betty
Parsons

Letter of Appreciation
to Garey Bies

Russ May, BSPOA
chair, wrote Representa-
tive Garey Bies, when the
bill he authored to reduce
the percentage of allow-
able phosphates used in
dishwasher soap, was
signed into law legislation
by Governor Jim Doyle.  Betty ParsonsNiagara escarpment formation

Necla Cueceoglu, a Sevastopol exchange student

from Germany, and Mark Herrell, Sevastopol

School Board member, announce for the Sister

Bay Fall Festival parade.

The Jacksonport Polar Bears Annual Swim on

New Year’s Day, one of the most popular Door

County events, is always carried on our

Sevastopol PEG TV channel.

Garey Bies
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     In February of 2009, I was invited to be
a presenter at the Midwest Rally of the National
Land Trust Alliance. At this annual meeting,
land trust representatives from all over the
country come together to network, share ideas,
successes, and challenges, and to attend pro-
fessional development training sessions. I par-
ticipated in a roundtable session discussing
how land trusts can utilize and partner with
volunteers to help us fulfill our land protection
mission. It was a great forum for showcasing
DCLT’s extremely strong stewardship volunteer
support.

In addition to describing our volunteer Con-
servation Easement Monitor and Door Stew-
ardship Alliance groups, I shared with my col-
leagues the very rewarding partnership forged
between DCLT and the Bay Shore Drive Prop-
erty Owners Association. I enumerated the
many benefits of this relationship between our
two organizations: the BSPOA in-kind match
pledge that helped to win the LIP Invasive Spe-
cies Control grant for the Blufflands Preserve,
the opportunity for our staff to train your will-
ing association members in the “how and why”
of invasive plant eradication, and the fostering
of mutual awareness that when it comes to
ecological restoration “we’re all in this together”.
The Stewardship staff representatives were
impressed; truly a model for how land trusts
hope to be community members!

The LIP grant that brought our partner-
ship to fruition will end in 2010, and I am most
pleased and grateful to report that through your
hard work, BSPOA has met and exceeded its
ambitious volunteer match pledge*! But the
fight to control invasive species and restore na-
tive habitats will continue long into the future,
so let’s not lose the energy and momentum of
our collective neighborhood effort! I am con-
stantly seeking additional sources of steward-
ship funding, but with or without grants, the
Land Trust is committed to restoring the
Blufflands Preserve, and we will continue to
be a resource to our neighbors who cherish

their Door County property and appreciate their
role as stewards of their land. I welcome your
ideas concerning ways that we can help each
other, and I look forward to working together
in this most special place we are lucky to call
home.

(* Please continue to document time spent
eradicating invasives on your or your neighbor’s
land, and turn the reports in to your coordina-
tor, Jack Van Lanen. Volunteer match hours
are like money in the bank for writing grant
applications and reports; you can never have
too many!)

THE POWER OF A NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERSHIP

By Jodi Milske, Stewardship Coordinator,Door County Land Trust

April  6 –  General Election

April 13 – Town Board Annual Meetings

Egg Harbor:  7:00 PM

Sevastopol:   7:00 PM

May 3 – Bay Shore Drive Cleanup

Those who volunteered at the annual
meeting, or have helped in past years,
will be contacted.  One to two hours
of effort reaps a clean road and a great
feeling.  Others wishing to assist, con-
tact Mary Law at 743-2072.

July 17 – Door County Sprint Triathlon

July 18 – Door County Half Iron Man

Both events are staged from Murphy
Park

October 2 – BSPOA 14th Annual Meeting

11 AM at Horseshoe Bay Gold Club

MARK YOUR 2010
CALENDARS
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A good percentage of our membership lives
in the town of Sevastopol.  But did you ever won-
der how this piece of Door County,  running from
Sturgeon and Green Bay to Lake Michigan, came
to be known by this particular name?

The story follows a familiar strain of immi-
grants coming over to the “new world” in search
of a better life.  Along with his family, Peter Jo-
seph Simon departed in 1840 from his home in
Rheinbayern,  Germany (Prussia).  The new world
wasn’t quite so new at that point, but opportuni-
ties were great.  The trip on the Cotton Planter
landed in New York,  and Peter immediately filed
his Declaration of Intent papers in Milwaukee
County in June of 1846.  After marrying, he and
his wife lived in Ozaukee County before moving
to Door County in 1854.  The promise of great
logging opportunities brought him to our loca-
tion, and with his bilingual education (few at that
time had learned to read and write) and strong
work ethic, Peter was destined to take advan-
tage of the new opportunities awaiting him.

Otumba (Sturgeon Bay) offered three oper-
ating lumber mills for his skills,  so on January
1, 1857, Peter and his wife,  Magdalena, pur-
chased 160 acres of virgin timberland in
Laurieville (now Sevastopol).*  The first German-
style log cabin home they built burned down at
some point.  They later built a wood framed home
at the same spot.  The homestead was located
one mile west in Institute on County P.

The winter of 1857 was an extremely hard
time, and people did not have adequate supplies.
Laurieville was in dire straits.  Peter, however,
was optimistic and led the community in mak-
ing it through.

Sevastopol was organized as a town on No-
vember 17, 1859, as the Laurieville name did
not suit many inhabitants of the town.  A special
meeting was held to change the town name to
Sebastopol and it was done.  Sebastopol was a
Great Russian seaport and fortress.   Peter read
about the events going on there in the Prussian
War, and the local people felt that it reflected a

EARLY SEVASTOPOL

By Jeanne Warwick*

Otumba (Sturgeon Bay), 1870

strong and historical image of their homeland.
Thus, Laurieville became Sevastopol.  Oops!  Evi-
dently, because of possible illiteracy and confus-
ing accents, the town clerk thought the spelling
was Sevastopol, rather than Sebastopol, and it
stuck.  (There is another story of the event that
says Sevastopol is named after a city in Russia
which is actually spelled Sevastopol.)

Peter set the bar on farming and is known as
being the first farmer to successfully harvest a
bushel of wheat in the township.  He also was
the owner of the first McCormick combined reaper
and mower north of Sturgeon Bay.  By 1883 Pe-
ter and Magdalena were the proud parents of 10
children.  The family contributed greatly in many
ways to the founding and growth of Sevastopol.

* Scottish immigrants from Glasgow, Rob-
ert Laurie and his brother Alexander,
arrived in Door County in 1852 and
started the Laurie quarry on Bay Shore
Drive.  They purchased a large parcel of
land on which Laurie Lane now stands
and built beautiful stone houses using
stone from their quarry.

** Revised from Peter Joseph Simon and
the Naming of Sevastopol, an article by
Jeanne Warwick in the Sevastopol Sto-
ries book compiled by Laddie Chapman
for the Sevastopol 150th anniversary cel-
ebration.
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PURPOSE:  The purpose of this association is to
maintain the safe, natural and aesthetic charac-
ter of the Bay Shore Drive area.

MISSION STATEMENT:  The Bay Shore Property
Owners Association is a voluntary, non-profit as-
sociation.  Its mission is to provide for discussion
and action on issues that impact the residential
character of the neighborhood and those that af-
fect the character of Door County.

GOALS:

_To monitor proposals for development of recre-
ational/commercial properties that relates to and
affects residential character of the neighborhood.

_To keep members informed of development pro-
posals and issues that impact the residential char-
acter of the neighborhood.

_To educate and motivate members and non-
members to preserve and enhance the natural,
visual and historic resources of the area.

_To encourage management of growth through
effective town, city and county land use planning
and zoning.

_To form an alliance with other existing property
owner associations.

_To address other issues that affect Bay Shore
Drive indirectly but affect the quality of life in Door
County.

BAY SHORE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

P.O.BOX556,STURGEONBAY,WI54235

PROPERTYOWNERSASSOCIATION

BayShore


