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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
By Russ May

Bay Shore Property Owners Association is
composed of over 200 property owners who live
on or adjacent to Bay Shore Drive. Many have al-
ternate addresses, which we use, beginning as
early as September and continuing through May,
for mailings. Living in Florida during the Door
County cold doesn’t sound bad. A case can be
made for life without snow and ice.

I’m one of the odd ones — a four-season per-
son. Spring is wonderful! It’s amazing how many
shades of green that can be seen. Everything seems
to come to life — flowers, trees, weeds,  poison ivy.
Summer is wonderful! Spending time on or in the
Bay, exploring farmer’s markets and wondering if
we should install air-conditioning. Fall is wonder-
ful! Apples, leaves changing color, days getting
shorter, and tourist traffic winding down. Each is
a wonderful time to be in Door County.

All that said, winter is not merely wonderful,
it is wonder filled. The other day we woke to a
winter scene photographers would covet. Every-
thing, every bush, every blade was covered with a
white beauty. Pure. Fresh. New. It was incredibly
quiet. No wind, no speeding cars; just the occa-
sional creak and crack of ice on the Bay. You al-
most never experience that in Florida or even Ari-
zona.

In January it rained – for four days – 1.8 inches
of rain. Not a flake of snow left. Then came more
snow – heavy, wet, snow-ball-packing snow. Door
County winters can be cold, even long. But, for
me, it simply reminds me of why we call it home.

The constant isn’t weather – that changes

daily. Often I don’t even like the weather. It isn’t
our place on Bay Shore Drive although that’s spe-
cial. Nor is it paying taxes, hunting for that spe-
cial something that can only be found in Green
Bay, or the guests who just happen to show up
for a visit. The constant is the people who call Door
County home – people just like you.

Once you cross the bridge, you know you’re
home. Some are permanent, some seasonal –
doesn’t matter. What makes it home, however, isn’t
place of birth, amount spent for property or where
your place is located. It becomes home when and
because we invest our lives and our time helping
to insure that 100 years from now our children’s
grandbabies will still want to call Door County
home. Anyone else is a tourist.

It may sound hokey, but I think that’s what
Bay Shore Property Owners Association is about.
Maybe that’s why you became a member – be-
cause, whatever the season we are helping make
a difference. Thanks for coming home.
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As early as 1905 efforts were made for the
joint management of the Great Lakes by the cre-
ation of the International Waterways Commis-
sion.  When this commission proved inadequate,
it was followed by the 1909 Treaty which created
the International Joint Commission, designed to
resolve disputes involving issues that cross the
Canadian-United States Border.  By 1970 this
Commission had studied pollution of the Lakes
and reported that excessive phosphorus was lead-
ing to eutrophication of the lower Great Lakes.
The report led to the signing of the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement in 1972.

In 1985 the Sun Belt and the Southwest were
experiencing unprecedented growth.  At that
time, the Great Lakes provinces and states signed
the Great Lakes Charter to respond to a growing
interest in diverting water from here to supply
arid regions of the United States.

In 1998 the Nova Group proposed to remove
160 million gallons annually from Lake Superior
to sell in Asia.  The permit was approved by the
province of Ontario, but public outcry across the
basin was strong and eventually the permit was
rescinded.  This incident prompted the Council
of Great Lakes Governors, a partnership of the
eight state governors and two Canadian premiers
bordering the lakes, to study bulk removals of
water.

When that study was completed the infor-
mation provided the basis for action.  In 2001,
the Council signed the Great Lakes Charter An-
nex 2001 and promised to prepare basin-wide
binding agreements to “protect, preserve, restore,
and improve the Great Lakes for the use and
benefit of its citizens.”

The most encompassing effort, however, has
not become law and is waiting for action by the
Great Lakes states and the federal government.
This is known as the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence
River Basin Water Resources Compact.  It was
signed in Milwaukee in 2005 after years of work
by the leaders of the Great Lakes.  The next step
is to have all the states pass legislation support-
ing the Compact.

(Editor note:  Two years after eight gover-
nors signed the compact to protect the Great
Lakes, Wisconsin lawmakers plan to introduce a
bill in late January to approve the agreement.
The bipartisan group consists of Wisconsin State
Senators Robert Cowles and John Lehman and
Representatives Cory Mason and Jon Richards.

What Will the Compact Mean?

When passed by the respective governmen-
tal bodies and Congress, the Compact sets forth
objectives that are designed to protect this valu-
able resource.  One of the major concerns is water
diversion outside our basin.  Presently, any gov-
ernor can veto a water diversion.  When the Com-
pact has been passed, it will define what diver-
sions are allowable and will protect the Great
Lakes.

Why We Need the Great Lakes
Compact

The Great Lakes provide a source of recre-
ational enjoyment for millions of people.  Sports
fishers travel many miles to enjoy the trout and
salmon in the Lakes, adding economic value to
the surrounding communities.  Ports on the Great
Lakes create a direct water route to the rest of
the world.  Lower water levels decrease shipping
potential and decrease the economic value of the
area.

The Great Lakes cannot provide a limitless
supply of fresh water.  The Lakes replenish wa-
ter at a rate of just 1% per year.  Uncontrolled
water withdrawals and diversions could exceed
the system’s ability to replenish itself.  When large
bodies of water in other parts of the world have
been depleted, the result has been severe dam-
age to the economy and ecology of the area.

Copied with permission of the League of
Women Voters of Wisconsin, Madison

GREAT LAKES COMPACT AGREEMENT:

STILL WAITING FOR IMPLEMENTATION
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Bay Shore Property Owners Association
2007 Year End Report
Prepared by:  Colleen McDermott, DVM,
PhD, December 10, 2007

Routine Monitoring:  As in the past, rou-
tine monitoring samples were collected weekly by
Bay Shore Property Owners Association members
and transported to the UW-Oshkosh remote lab
at Cross Roads at Big Creek.  Water quality gen-
erally was good, with less than 10% of the samples
exceeding the Safe Beach Water Advisory level of
235 E. coli/100 ml water (used at public beaches).
The majority of the samples that exceeded this
limit were collected from Schaefer Creek (i.e. “the

culvert”).  This makes 2007 the year with the
greatest number of samples exceeding the advi-
sory limit.  This number is substantially greater
than the percentage of samples exceeding the ad-
visory limit at Door County public beaches, but
is still not exceptionally high compared to other
locations along Lake Michigan (Kewaunee,
Manitowoc, Sheboygan county public beaches).

Predictive Modeling:  There was not enough
consistent physical data recorded on sampler
submission sheets (water temperature, air tem-
perature, wind direction, wave height, etc.) to
develop a mathematical model that could predict
when E. coli concentrations might be elevated.

DNA Fingerprinting:   A total of 20 E. coli
isolates were analyzed for DNA fingerprint com-
position.  These isolates were collected from a
variety of addresses along Bay Shore Drive and
from the culvert.  The isolates from the culvert
tended to cluster together and were most similar
to isolates from Bay Shore Drive.  When isolates
were compared with our DNA fingerprinting li-
brary, Bay Shore isolates were slightly similar to
those we have obtained from waterfowl feces and
not similar to those obtained from dog feces.  The
culvert isolates were, however, more similar to
those obtained from human fecal material.

2007 BSPOA Water Testing Summary

HOW DID OUR BAY WATER TEST?

By Alan Moon

Comparison of Bay Shore Drive monitoring data over the last four years.  Notice that the
culvert has had substantially greater E. coli concentrations than the other sample locations.

The report and chart shown below were
prepared by Colleen McDermott of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, our partner in this pro-
gram.  Our Green Bay water quality remains
good.  Based on her recommendations, we
will continue testing much the same way in
2008 with the exception of Shafer Creek
culvert.  As explained in Colleen’s report,
Shafer Creek requires further testing better
accomplished by UW-Oshkosh personnel.

(Continued on page 5)
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Bay Shore Drive provides beautiful scenery
and picturesque homes nestled among the
trees.  The real fun begins as the history of a
particular house unfolds to uncover the inter-
esting story defining the property.

That certainly is the case at 4523 Bay Shore
Drive, home of David and Ann Litten.  A first
glance of the exterior shows a pretty two-story
cottage with what might be a newer one-story
addition.  The fascinating history begins right
at the entrance to this 137 year-old home
(1870).  Views to the right and left tell two dif-
ferent stories, but primitive furnishing style
throughout ties the two together perfectly.   It
feels as though you’re moving back in time.

First the view to the “right.”  This part of
the home was originally a boarding house for
laborers from the old Laurie Quarry, located

QUARRY HOUSE

By Barb Bunning

across what is now Bay Shore Drive.  It was a
handy location, as the quarry rail car “railroad”
for hauling rock from quarry to water was built
just to the north.  In the large room straight
ahead stands the much-used boarders’ dining
table and wood stove used for heating.  The re-
finished original wide floorboards are held in
place by square cut nails.  An old stone cutter’s
stool used at the quarry sits in the corner, and
the fireplace is covered in old barn wood.  A
shed on the property held many of the antiques
original to the property that lovingly furnish the
house.

A small room to the right holds the secret
to the second floor.  A second front door has
been closed off.  You can see where the board-
ers entered and where the narrow stairway to
sleeping quarters was positioned.

Present house.
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The kitchen is large enough for large-scale
boarder cooking, with a walk-in pantry close
by.  It has been carefully updated for modern
use, yet maintains the old feel of simplicity and
function.

Just across from the pantry a narrow stair-
way leads up to the second floor.  What once
was a large open sleeping dorm has been crafted
into four lovely bedrooms and a half bath.  A
120-year-old big brass bed furnishes one bed-
room.  During restoration, old cigarette papers
were found in the rafters.  More recently, rustic
wood carved trim was designed to frame win-
dows and doors.  Prior owners of the home were
Cheneys (’61-’67), Houles (’49-’61) and Drumbs
and Laurie relations earlier on.  From ’42 to ’49
the artist/muralist Jessie Chase rented here
and gave art classes in the loft of the house.
One of her early oils is a Litten favorite, and
you can find one of her murals in the Sturgeon
Bay Library.

Ghosts seemed to have taken up residence
upstairs during the late 60’s, as renters thought
they heard sounds and chains clinking in the
attic.  Litten’s daughter saw a woman standing
in her bedroom dressed in olden-days bonnet
and shawl.  Once there was a breeze in the
kitchen when all doors and windows were
closed.  In another instance a light went on and
off just as the family discussed the reality of
the ghost stories.  It certainly sounds ghostly!

Now to the “left.”  Littens enhanced the prop-

erty with a light and airy
addition in 1988-89.
Also furnished in Door
County primitive, the
large living area is deco-
rated with Door County
artist pieces, old wooden
toys made for the
Jacksonport School, and
a primitive wooden snow
shovel.  Carvings of ves-
sels sailing Door County
waters, by Joe Sladky,
rest high on a shelf
crossing the wall.
Wooden candleholders
were crafted by David,
and whimsical figures by
Carol Sango add local
charm.

The Littens have owned and enjoyed Quarry
House for 40 years and their love of everything
Door County is inherent in their home.  Their
primary residence is Savannah, Georgia.

Jessie Chase painting of the old boarding house.

Septics that are functioning improperly may be
the source of these E. coli, or a combination of
the Door County fractured limestone subsoil and
rainfall may be contributing to this input.  Put-
ting this information together with the fact the
culvert consistently has the greatest E. coli con-
centrations, seems to indicate that the potential
source of E. coli in beach water is from the es-
carpment that is drained by Schaefer creek/cul-
vert.

Future Recommendations:  A more detailed
investigation of Schaefer Creek and the area it
drains seems to be warranted.  We recommend
that in summer 2008, samples are collected “up
the creek” and on the top of the escarpment, to
determine more precisely where the contamina-
tion originates.  These samples (2-4 times over
the summer and perhaps in association with rain-
fall) may be better collected by UW-Oshkosh per-
sonnel.  Additional beach monitoring along Bay
Shore Drive could continue to be conducted by
Bay Shore Property Owners Association members.

HOW DID OUR BAY WATER TEST?

(Continued from page 3)
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2007 BSPOA’S
11TH ANNUAL MEETING

By Deborah Mancuso

BSPOA’s 11th Annual Meeting was held on
September 22, 2007 at the Horseshoe Bay Golf
Club in Door County.  We had a record atten-
dance of 110 members and guests!  The best ever!
Everyone seemed to enjoy
the event, the beautiful fall
day and the fantastic views
overlooking the waters of
Green Bay.  The doors
opened at 11 AM for attend-
ees to register and enjoy
some camaraderie prior to
sitting down to a fabulous
noon luncheon.   President
Russ May conducted an in-
formative annual meeting.
Afterwards, we were hon-
ored to have Charles “Chick” Peterson, renowned
national and international Door County water-
color artist, regale us with his wit, expertise, and
extraordinary talent.  He even shared some of
his secrets on his “ghost” images, for which he’s
so well known.  Chick entertained and educated
the audience with his topic “A Painter’s View”.
The day wrapped up at 2:30 with one lucky win-
ner going home with a framed autographed draw-
ing from Chick.

Special thanks go to our esteemed speaker;
the staff, chef and event coordinator at Horse-
shoe Bay Golf Club for a delightful luncheon,
meeting accommodations and facility; as well as
to all the volunteers in BSPOA that helped make
this annual meeting such a success!  Thank you
for another outstanding Annual Meeting.

Charles Peterson

MEET JACK VAN LANEN

I was born and raised in Little Chute and at-
tended both St. John Grade and High Schools.
St. Norbert College in DePere, where I received a
degree in Accounting and Finance, was the next
stop.  The Army took me for two years, first year in
the States and then in Germany.  After a few
months of R&R, I started my career with the Gen-
eral Electric Industrial Sales and Service Division
as Accounting and Fi-
nancial Manager in
Menasha.  I was with
G.E. for almost 25
years when they had a
nationwide downsizing
in which 900 of us lost
our jobs to centralized
accounting.  The re-
mainder of my career
was with small family-
owned businesses.
Retirement came in
2004 and we moved to
Door County.

My wife, Fran, was born and raised in the small
town of Gresham and moved to Appleton after high
school.  She worked at what was then the 1st Na-
tional Bank of Appleton, starting out in Proof and
ending up as a Trust Operations Officer after 18
years.  The then took a couple years off and re-
turned to school for her Associate Degree in Ac-
counting.  After taking temp jobs for about a year,
she became the Accountant for St. Thomas More,
our parish in Appleton.  She remained there until
retirement, also in 2004.

Fran and I met in Appleton and were married
in 1974.  Unfortunately, we were not able to have
children, so we were free to travel – our passion.
We started coming to Door County and fell in love
with the area.  Our favorite activities here were to
hike and bike in the State Parks and other natural
areas.  We decided that if we could at all afford it,
we would like to retire in Door County.

2003 brought more thoughts about retirement,
and we began looking at properties here.  We were
about to give up (everything was so big and expen-
sive) when our real estate agent stumbled across
some vacant land right on the bay.  We took one
look at it and fell in love all over again.  Our dream
house was built the next summer and moving day
was August 31st, 2004.

Jack Van Lanen

2008 12th BSPOA ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, September 27, 2008

 Horseshoe Bay Golf Club
11 AM to 2 PM

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Watch for further details and a special mailing
this summer.  We hope to see you there!
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2007-2008 STEERING
COMMITTEE

The Steering Committee welcomes new mem-
ber, Bill Rix.  The following members are to be
congratulated on their commitment to BSPOA,
as their time, effort and guidance are necessary
for a strong, continuing organization.

Chairman ............................................. Russ May
Secretary ............................................ Peg Mason
Vice-Chairman .................................... Alan Moon
Treasurer ............................................. Bob Graef

(54235 zip code unless otherwise indicated)

One-Year Term
Bob Landry 6715 Bay Shore Dr.

Egg Harbor
868-3679

Mary Law 5551 Bay Shore Dr.
743-2072

Deborah Mancuso 5828 Sunset Lane
743-5582

Bryan Troutman 2800 Blackhawk Rd.,
Wilmette, IL
847-256-6146
5787 Bay Shore Dr.
743-9088

Two-Year Term
Nancy Buhl 4575 Laurie Lane

Alan Moon 5375 Bay Shore Dr.
743-3494

Peg Mason 6983 Bay Shore Dr.
Egg Harbor  54209
868-1301

Jack Van Lanen 5835 Bay Shore Dr.
Egg Harbor 54209
746-4465

Three-Year Term
Lisa Frederick 4392 Bay Shore Dr.

746-8333
Bob Graef 5451 Bay Shore Dr.

743-8455
Russ May 4998 Bay Shore Dr.

746-8964
* Bill Rix 6917 Bay Shore Dr.

Egg Harbor 54209
868-3394

Emeritus Members
Jim & Barb Bunning 4227 Bay Shore Dr.

746-4025
Bill & Betty Parsons 4147 Bay Shore Dr.

743-2303
Mike Standish 4241 Peterson Rd.

743-3993

* New Member

BSPOA MEMBERSHIP

Below is a list of new 2007-2008 members.
If you are newer property owners in our mem-
bership area, you might have received a compli-
mentary membership.  We hope that our news-
letter, activities and information will continue to
be of interest to all of you in the future.  Your
participation, comments and future membership
are valued.   Please let us know if your name has
been inadvertently omitted.

If you would enjoy being more involved with
BSPOA, please contact Russ May at 920-746-

8964.

We appreciate your support and welcome
our new members.

Larry & Linda Alfred

Lyman & Paddi Bahl-Elliott, Jr.

Robert & Sharon Beffa

Rich & Barb Board

Dave & Nancy Borghesi

Erik & Kimber Borgnes

Charles Chenoweth

Nancy Czarnecki

Katherine Deutsch

Tom & Rebecca Dexter

Elizabeth Dustman & Earl Gordon

Margaret Hansen

Marion Hislop

Mark & Susan Hunt

Chuck & Barbara Jackson

Mike & Jeannine Kelsey

Steven & Carol Konetzke

Carolyn Lynch

Craig & Katie Parsons

Steven & Cynthia Roh

William & Yvette Senger

Dennis & Kathy Stowe

Glen & Barb Timmerman

Allen & Maribeth Watson

Bill & Pam Welter

Jerry & Candy Worrick
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Bay Shore Property Owners Newsletter,  Winter 2008 issue
Published on an occasional basis by Bay Shore Property Owners Association,

P.O. Box 556, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Editor: Barb Bunning
Contributors: Barb Bunning, Jack VanLanen, Deborah Mancuso,  Russ May, Alan Moon,

Betty Parsons, Wisconsin DNR
Electronic page composition, computer expertise: Laddie Chapman
Printing: Mark Goldsmith & Bob Goldsmith, Gateway Business Systems, Inc., Munster, IN

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this association is to
maintain the safe, natural and aesthetic charac-
ter of the Bay Shore Drive area.

MISSION STATEMENT:  The Bay Shore Property
Owners Association is a voluntary, non-profit as-
sociation.  Its mission is to provide for discussion
and action on issues that impact the residential
character of the neighborhood and those that af-
fect the character of Door County.

GOALS:

_To monitor proposals for development of recre-
ational/commercial properties that relates to and
affects residential character of the neighborhood.

_To keep members informed of development pro-
posals and issues that impact the residential char-
acter of the neighborhood.

_To educate and motivate members and non-
members to preserve and enhance the natural,
visual and historic resources of the area.

_To encourage management of growth through
effective town, city and county land use planning
and zoning.

_To form an alliance with other existing property
owner associations.

_To address other issues that affect Bay Shore
Drive indirectly but affect the quality of life in Door
County.

BAY SHORE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

P.O.BOX556,STURGEONBAY,WI54235

PROPERTYOWNERSASSOCIATION

BayShore
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Crude oil tops $100 per barrel, natural gas
futures exceed all time highs and propane has
surpassed $1.65 per gal. wholesale and $2.56
per gal. retail!

What is propane? Propane naturally occurs
as a gas and is typically stored in liquid form. By
opening a valve to release propane from a pres-
surized state, it is vaporized into a gas. Although
propane is odorless, an identifying odor is added
to the gas for detection. A unique feature of pro-
pane is that it is not produced for its own sake,
but is a by-product of two other processes, natu-
ral gas and petroleum refining.

Natural gas plant production of propane in-
volves extracting propane and bu-
tane from the natural gas to pre-
vent pipeline problems. When oil
refineries produce gasoline and
heating oil, some propane is pro-
duced as a by-product of the pro-
cess. It is important to understand
that the by-product nature of pro-
pane production means that the
volume made available from natu-
ral gas production and oil refin-
ing, cannot be adjusted when
prices and/or demand for propane
fluctuate. They are mutually exclusive. What then
influences propane prices? 1) Crude oil and natu-
ral gas prices, 2) Supply and demand, 3) Prox-
imity of supply and 4) Markets served.

Well, enough of the science and economic
class!! As many of you are aware, BSPOA worked
this year to reduce the cost of propane for you by

leveraging our combined usage and buying power
with Glidden Drive Association and Whitefish Bay
Association. We had a good response, 26
homeowners, but we can do much better. Re-
member all the benefits of the program accrue to
you. One of our homeowners figured they will
have saved over $500. If we can achieve a signifi-
cant level of participation, perhaps we can man-
age the program ourselves.

The key to our success is not only having
good participation but having good information.
We will negotiate price on your behalf. Once a
supplier is identified, which should be around
July, you will be contacted by that company di-

rectly. We will negotiate an an-
nual contact, not one just for the
winter season. You may need to
have your propane tank ex-
changed. This is normally not a
problem and shares no additional
cost. If you lease your tank, you
may wish to consider purchas-
ing your tank. Leased tanks have
generally had a 10 cent per gal-
lon premium associate with the
propane purchase.

Please use the form provided
so I may tally the information and be prepared
for our negotiations in the spring. Should you
have any questions, please feel free to contact
me by email, bdtroutman@aol.com  or at (847)
778-8748. Kindly email the information on the
questionnaire or mail it to me as indicated be-
low.

Name______________________________                       Propane Supplier_____________________

Address____________________________                       Annual Consumption______________gal.

             ____________________________                     Tank________own__________lease

Email______________________________                      Current Price Paid________________

ENERGY COSTS

By Bryan Troutman


