
WINTER 2004     _    Bay Shore Property Owners   _    page 1

Bay Shore
P R O P E R T Y O W N E R S

A S S O C I A T I O N

4 2 2 7 B AY S H O R E D R. , S T U R G E O N B AY, W I 5 4 2 3 5

N E W S L E T T E RN E W S L E T T E RN E W S L E T T E R
W I N T E R 2 0 0 4W I N T E R 2 0 0 4W I N T E R 2 0 0 4W I N T E R 2 0 0 4W I N T E R 2 0 0 4

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
By Mike Standish

As the recently elected president of BSPOA,
I want to greet all of our new members and give
a sincere expression of thanks to Terry Lappin,
Corky McWey, Marlyce Jirovetz and Sheila
Turner, who served so ably on the Steering Com-
mittee over the last year.  Welcome to our newly
elected members Peg Mason, Tom Mason and
Nancy Buhl.

Our annual meeting (sorry I missed it – my
wife thought it might be good form to attend our
daughter’s wedding) by all reports was a great
success. Terrific setting at Horseshoe Bay, fine
food and a winning speaker with Bob Harlan of
the Green Bay Packers. Special thanks to Shirley
Pickering and Bryan Troutman for their work.

Your organization will be making new efforts
in 2004 at responding appropriately to issues
affecting us on a local and statewide basis.  Tom
Manthey and Rich Ritchie have agreed to head
up our initial attempts at water quality testing
in Green Bay.  We need about $1,000 and ten
volunteers for our work.

Friends and neighbors have frequently con-
tacted us with the question “What can I do?”
about a specific issue we’re addressing.  To that

end, BSPOA will develop a member email list
where we can contact you for potential involve-
ment in important issues.  Your participation
will assist us in meeting our membership objec-
tives for 2004.

What are some of the things we’ll be looking
for?m Water testing involvementm Cleaning up your Bay Shore Drive neighbor-

hoodm Calling or writing your local government of-
ficialsm Working with other BSPOA members and
community groups to attend work parties for
removal of invasive speciesm Turning off your outside lights

It’s important that we not take for granted
our special privilege of living in a community
full of scenic beauty and terrific people.  Those
lucky enough to travel down Bay Shore Drive
this fall enjoyed a late turning and spectacular
coordination of color.  Stay warm this winter and
involve yourself in the season with family and
friends.

A large and enthusiastic crowd of 70 mem-
bers attended the September 13, 2003 BSPOA
Annual Meeting at Horseshoe Bay Farms.  The
food and environment were excellent, and Bob
Harlan, CEO and President of the Green Bay
Packers, highlighted the day with his interest-
ing remarks and information about the team.

ANNUAL MEETING REVIEW

Great appreciation goes to Bryan Troutman
who initiated and coordinated arrangements for
the meeting.  Thanks also go to all those who
helped out with various parts of the planning
process.  We hope those of you who missed the
occasion will plan to attend the Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2004 Annual Meeting.
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To find out more about plants that are inva-
sive to Door County and the ramifications of
their growth here, log on to the Door County
Invasive Species Team website at
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/lakeshore/dcist

An analysis by the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources of the distribution of state
endangered and threatened species indicates
that Door County contains the richest rare spe-
cies composition per square mile in the state.

BAY SHORE BLUFFLANDS PRESERVE
 IS GROWING

What is 80 acres of forest, bluff, caves and
wetland near Egg Harbor?  A new Door County
Land Trust purchase that, together with four
acres donated by owners of adjacent property,
now lies within the Bay Shore Blufflands Pre-
serve.

 This new acquisition protects a large stretch
of scenic Niagara Escarpment bluff overlooking
the waters of Green Bay.  Located just a few
miles south of Egg Harbor, west of County Road
G (north of Monument Point Road), the land is
home to one of the largest cave systems in North-
east Wisconsin.  It also is a treasure trove of a
diverse ecosystem of mature pine, hemlock,
hardwood forest, and a unique hardwood
swamp. The acquisition forever protects one of
the largest, undeveloped bluff properties in Door
County.

Working together does indeed have benefits.
The purchase of the 76 acres was made pos-
sible in part by generous grants received from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ($765,500),
Baylake Bank ($7,500), along with help from
The Nature Conservancy.  This project is one of
The Fish and Wildlife Service The Fox River/
Lower Green Bay Natural Resource Damage
Assessment’s several habitat restoration
projects.  The objective is to help assess and
restore the damage to the Fox River and Lower
Green Bay ecosystem from years of PCB pollu-

tion.  A portion of monetary settlements negoti-
ated with area paper mills is earmarked for habi-
tat protection and acquisition projects in the af-
fected area, including the Door Peninsula.

This new preserve site will be named the
Charlie and Minerva Lautenbach Woods Preserve
in honor of the parents of David and Charles
Lautenbach, owners of the 4-acre property that
was donated to the Land Trust.

That’s not all.  This past summer the Land
Trust also successfully completed the purchase
of a 1.5-acre property, also an important addi-
tion to the Bay Shore Blufflands Preserve.  It
borders a critical ten-acre parcel owned by the
Land Trust where a large colony of Ram’s-head
lady’s-slipper orchids resides.  The woods are a
part of a much larger forested block running
along Bay Shore Drive from Carlsville Road to
Horseshoe Bay Farms.

Land comes in all shapes and sizes and the
acquisition of this small, yet beautiful forested
parcel will help to preserve the rare and unique
wildlife that is found at the Bay Shore Blufflands
Preserve.  Enhancement for the Bay Shore area,
to be sure.

Volunteers are always needed and welcome
for upkeep and development of the Blufflands
Preserve.  To inquire about the opportunities, call
The Land Trust office at 920-839-9990 or e-mail
www.doorcountylandtrust.org.

DOOR COUNTY INVASIVE SPECIES TEAM

The establishment of invasive species within the
natural habitats of Door County threatens rare
and native species presently found within those
habitats.

Individuals can help in numerous ways to
fight the battle against Invasives.  Among them
is to plant only native plants when landscaping
your home.   Much more information is available
on the website mentioned.
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SEVASTOPOL
PROPERTY TAX BITE
MODEST FOR 2003

By Terry Lappin

But look out for 2004.  Christmas season
arrived on schedule, along with the 2003 prop-
erty tax bills.  This year the bite is (again) more
than last year.  Increases vary depending on
where you live, but my total taxes were up about
6%.  Most of the increase was due to a 10% in-
crease in the Sturgeon Bay School District levy.
As you probably know, school taxes make up
over 50% of our tax bill. The increase for the
technical school is second highest at 2.4%, with
the County next at 1.7%.  Sevastopol held the
line with no increase.    Based on recent in-
creases that averaged about 15%, this year’s in-
crease feels slightly better.

However, we should expect proposals for
large increases next year.  As citizens, we need
to be ready and willing to let our elected officials
know what kind of tax increases we will toler-
ate.  Our elected officials do listen and respond.
We can make a difference if we make our opin-
ions known.

This year, there was a great deal of focus
and discussion on property taxes. The recent
gubernatorial election brought property taxes
to the media’s awareness.  The County Board
and other elective bodies were aware that vot-
ers were focusing on taxes.  Also, on the County
level, 2004 is an election year, and this usually
restrains increases in the preceding year.

In regard to Sevastopol, there was no in-
crease in the taxes due to applying $75,000 from
reserves.  The reserves are now forecast to be at
the suggested level. Therefore, unless the town
has over-budgeted for 2004, there won’t be a
reserve to help reduce next year’s tax levy.  With-
out using the reserve, this years’ tax levy would
have increased by about 15%.  We’ll all be pay-
ing attention.

WATER QUALITY –
LET’S HELP MONITOR

We are all concerned about water quality in
Door County. The stability of our personal lives
and tourist economy depends upon the quality
of our ground water and 250 miles of Green Bay/
Lake Michigan Shoreline.

But what can we personally do about it?
Some ways to help out came to our attention,
and one seemed to stand out for its immediate
impact on Bay Shore Drive property owners.

A Water Testing Support Program was pro-
posed by Tom Manthey to the Steering Commit-
tee.  Terry Lappin introduced the subject at the
September Annual Meeting.  We are looking for
about 10 volunteers to do the testing and need
to fund the estimated $1,200 cost outside of our
dues base.  Tests are currently conducted only
at public beaches in Door County.

Working together with the Door County Soil
and Water Department and their water-testing
program, BSPOA is proposing to support the
program by testing bacteria levels along the 13
miles of shoreline flanking our membership.  The
Soil and Water Department and BSPOA Steer-
ing Committee will coordinate the sites.  Testers
would be required to attend one hour of school-
ing to learn the proper protocol for valid test re-
sults.

We have about half of the required funds and
volunteers.  This is your chance to make a con-
tribution to the community that will benefit ev-
eryone.  We welcome your participation in this
project.  To help out, contact Mike Standish at
920.743.8585 or mandmstandish@dcwis.com
for email. Training will take place in Sturgeon
Bay in the next few months.

Contributors and writers wanted – do
you have a tale to tell, a history to relate,
pictures of bygone days?  Help us out and
contact Barbara Bunning at 746-4025.

WANTED!
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Growing up in Sturgeon Bay in the 30’s and
40’s brought the usual small town experiences,
and then some, to John Thenell.  A grandpar-
ents’ home and a father’s job allowed John an
enhanced childhood through bay shore experi-
ences, cherries and diverse population.

When John’s grandfather, Damas Thenell,
emigrated in 1877 from Canada, he married and
made his home at what is now 4701 Bay Shore
Drive, the property adjacent to Birmingham’s.
The original home was set back from the road,
and in the 1930’s his son, Wallace, built a charm-
ing brown cottage closer to the shore.  John’s
grandfather worked as a stone blaster at the
Sturgeon Bay Stone Company quarry nearby.

Summers as a boy meant coming out from
town to stay with his widow grandmother, Eliza-
beth, at the shore.   Lying awake at night he
could hear the quarry noise and remembers
hearing the stone cracking equipment, as the
mining went on around the clock.  Peace and
quiet on the shore—not always.  John recalls
that Grandmother admonished him to stay away
from the small green house with metal roof near-
est the road.  The same was true of “The Cling-
ing Vine” a forerunner to
the present day Shartners.

Playing by the shore,
catching frogs, and watch-
ing wildlife were pastimes.
For excitement, the
water’s edge called.  A
multi-use playground just
offshore was the sunken
wreck of the Dan Hayes
stone barge.   While great
for climbing and playing
on, it was also an excel-
lent place to take a pole
and fish with Dad.  In the
1930’s John would occa-
sionally view Native
American women with
children walking down to
the water to wash clothes

CHILDHOOD OF BAY, CHERRIES
AND DIVERSITY

As told by John Thenell to Barbara Bunning

on adjacent properties.  They sat on the beach,
pounding clothes clean on a rock with a smooth
stick.  The clothes were then draped over the
dogwood branches to dry in the sun, and the
Native Americans could enjoy the beach and
water.  The shore summers ended at age 10 when
John began working for money picking cherries.

Native Americans.  Diversity.  That moves
the story inland from the Bay Shore.  John’s fa-
ther worked from age 18 at Martin Orchards and
later on was part owner.  The orchards consisted
of 1100 cherry and 60 acres of apples.  On that
property from the 1920’s to the 1950’s there were
two Wisconsin Native American camps/barracks
for summer pickers.  One was located in the pine
grove on the bluff across Cherry Road from the
old cherry processing plant that still stands (cor-
ner of Cherry and Dunn Roads).  The other camp
was in another pine grove on Martin Road just
around the curve as you drive toward Sturgeon
Bay from Old OR.

The “Cherry Road” picker camp early on con-
sisted of eight short 12' diameter round concrete
block silos that housed four workers each.  When
Mexican nationals were recruited to join the work

From an old postcard.
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Childhood of Bay

(continued from page 3)

Spring will bring road improvement for a
northern section of Bay Shore Drive.  From April
to June of 2004 road crews will be working on
2.7 miles of County B from Little Harbor to Pebble
Beach Lane.  Construction will also be taking
place on 2.9 miles on County B from County G
to East Shore Dr.

The first messy part will be pulverizing the
present surface with a new 3 ½" layer of asphalt
coming next.  The shoulders will be widened to
four feet from the present three feet, with three
feet of the new shoulders being paved.

One-lane closures might occur from time to
time with a flagman present.  For more details,
questions can be directed to John Kolodziej at
746-2500.

force, barracks were built nearby along with a
cookhouse, showers, a water tank and a laun-
dry building.  Camp 2 off Martin Road was simi-
lar with one building with window bars used as
a jail.

How does John know this and the following
history? His existing early map of the cherry
picker camps and facilities places all the build-
ings, dimensions, and purposes.   James Martin
started the business in the 1920’s.  He offered a
“hot investment opportunity” to others, and
some bought into the ownership program.  Mar-
tin Orchards then managed all of it eventually
becoming Martin Orchard Operating Co.

From 1939-1952 over 1400 people could be
housed at the facilities.  At the height of the Door
County cherry economy, the white processing
factory on Cherry Road mentioned earlier pro-
cessed up to one quarter of a million pounds of
cherries per day. The remains of the two-story
dormitory foundation and kitchen can still be
seen. Every part of the cherry was used for some-
thing.  Cherry pits were pressed for cherry oil in
“beauty cream for everlasting youth.”

On Martin Road (around 4590) near where
Choice Farms now stands, there were houses
for employees, a scale house, business offices,
carpenter shop, and a “commissary/store,” many
of the buildings still in use.  Behind the offices
and near the trees were many buildings for pick-
ers.  Close by was a 194 long cafeteria building
with picker rooms on the second floor.

The Mexicans who came started in south-
ern Wisconsin to pick peas, to Door County for
cherries in July, then south again for the bean
and corn harvests.  Jamaicans and Bahamans
were added to the work force in the 50’s.  Indi-

viduals and whole extended families would ar-
rive to earn 25 cents a pail for picking cherries.
Multiple cultures and languages provided inter-
esting summer surroundings for John.

In 1945 some buildings were used to house
German prisoners of war.  Around 350 German
prisoners lived at the camp surrounded by high
wire fencing.  The officers worked as cooks and
administrators and other prisoners picked cher-
ries.  When mechanical harvesting began to
emerge in the 1950’s, many of the migrant camps
began to shut down.

John expresses appreciation for those work-
ing years and for the experiences and cultural
diversity they offered.

Can�t always be in Door County?

Connect to www.doorbell.net and get your fix.  A weather
observation and recent shoreline picture is available daily!

SPRING ROAD
CONSTRUCTION
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Paul & Ann Alexander
Dick & Deb Bloomer
Jim & Georgia Dower
George & Joan Draeb
Neil & Sharon Dujardin
Marianne Ewig
John & Cathie Estey
Bob &Marge Fink
Henry Florentini
Jim & Mary Fravert
John & Candace French
Terry & Sue Godres
Katherine Green
Glen & Nancy Guszkowski
Jim & Paula Habschmidt
Howard & Charlotte Hayes
John & Dolores Hermann
Jerrold Higgins
Shirley Honold
John & Diana Kosmoski

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please welcome our new members and encourage other neightbors to join in supporting BSPOA.

Jack & Nancy Kubitz
Susan Hickman & Sue Lackey
David & Margaret Loucks
John & Mary Mayer
Robert & Mary Jane Mow
George & Janice Neal
George & Jean Nelson
Maurice & Frances O’Brien
Mike & Liz Orlock
Art Malone & Sandy Percole
John & Sandra Pezzetta
Mr. & Mrs. Lothar Rentsch
Bill & Jerri Rix
Warren & Alice Sautebin
John Severson
Michael & Sarah Steinle
Lyle & Jean Tobin
Jim & Joan Trainor
John & Jessie Ann Weise
Richard & Suzanne Weisman
Dennis & Sue White

Large picture, (L-R): Bob Graef, Terry Lappin, Mary Law, Peg Mason, Shirley Pickering, Tom Mason,
Nancy Buhl, Mike Standish, Jim Bunning, Barb Bunning. Small picture: Betty Parsons, Bryan

Troutman.  Not pictured: Deborah Mancuso.

STEERING COMMITTEE
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BSPOA 2003 - 2004

OFFICERS AND STEERING COMMITTEE
The following members were elected to terms of leadership in BSPOA for the 2003 - 2004 asso-

ciation year running from September 2003 through the September 2004 annual meeting.  Please
address questions and comments for our association on e-mail to BSPOA@aol.com or by phone to
steering committee members listed below. (Area codes are 920, addresses are Sturgeon Bay unless
otherwise indicated.)  We value your input.

Chairman
Mike Standish...............................5979 Bay Shore Dr ....................... 743-8585

Vice Chairman
Shirley Pickering ...........................5633 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-0060

Secretary
Peg Mason* ...................................6983 Bay Shore Dr.,

Egg Harbor. .................................. 868-1301

Treasurer
Bob Graef .....................................5451 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-8455

One Year Term
Jim Bunning .................................4227 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 746-4025
Bob Graef .....................................5451 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-8455
Mary Law ......................................5551 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-2072
Betty Parsons ...............................4147 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-2303

Two Year Term
Barbara Bunning ..........................4227 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 746-4025
Deborah Mancuso.........................5828 Sunset Lane......................... 743-5582
Shirley Pickering ...........................5633 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-0060
Bryan Troutman ...........................2800 Blackhawk Rd.,

Wilmette, IL .........................  847-256-6146
5787 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-9088

Three Year Term
Nancy Buhl* .................................4575 Laurie Lane ......................... 743-3227
Peg Mason* ...................................6983 Bay Shore Dr.,

Egg Harbor ................................... 868-1301
Tom Mason* .................................6983 Bay Shore Dr.,

Egg Harbor ................................... 868-1301
Mike Standish...............................5979 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-3993

Emeritus Members
Terry Lappin .................................4379 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-9517
 Bill Parsons .................................4147 Bay Shore Dr. ...................... 743-2303

*New to Steering Committee
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Bay Shore Property Owners Newsletter, Winter 2004 issue
Published on an occasional basis by Bay Shore Property Owners Association,

4227 Bay Shore Drive, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Editor: Barbara Bunning
Contributors: Terry Lappin, Mike Standish, Barbara Bunning
Electronic page composition, computer expertise: Laddie Chapman
Printing: Mark Goldsmith & Bob Goldsmith, Gateway Business Systems, Inc.

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this association is to
maintain the safe, natural and aesthetic charac-
ter of the Bay Shore Drive area.

MISSION STATEMENT:  The Bay Shore Property
Owners Association is a voluntary, non-profit as-
sociation.  Its mission is to provide for discussion
and action on issues that impact the residential
character of the neighborhood and those that af-
fect the character of Door County.

GOALS:_To monitor proposals for development of recre-
ational/commercial properties that relates to and
affects residential character of the neighborhood.

_To keep members informed of development pro-
posals and issues that impact the residential char-
acter of the neighborhood._To educate and motivate members and non-
members to preserve and enhance the natural,
visual and historic resources of the area._To encourage management of growth through
effective town, city and county land use planning
and zoning._To form an alliance with other existing property
owner associations._To address other issues that affect Bay Shore
Drive indirectly but affect the quality of life in Door
County.

BAY SHORE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
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