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SCOTS ON BAY SHORE DRIVE

By Marion Hislop as told to Barb Bunning

Were there Scottish settlers in 19th century Door County?  Yes, indeed.  The Lauries were one of
the early settler families along Bay Shore Drive, and Marion Hislop kindly took time to recall for us
some of her family history.

Robert Laurie left Glasgow, Scotland in 1852.  On his way from Buffalo, NY to Green Bay, a storm
forced him into Sturgeon Bay.  Robert purchased a large parcel of land on which Laurie Lane now
stands and running along the shore from Hatch’s property north to Leo’s tavern (now Schartner’s).
Marion’s great grandfather and his brother walked all the way to Buffalo in winter (they missed the
last boat of the season) and returned to Door County with his wife, two children, and household
belongings. Since Laurie Lane was originally an old Indian trail, it is not surprising that when
Robert was away from home, Indians left buffalo meat at his wife’s doorstep to help out.

To build a more permanent stone house, Robert, heretofore a sailor, opened a stone quarry with
his brother in 1870.  The quarry railroad track ran under Bay Shore Drive and down to a loading
dock.  The stone was then loaded onto a flat car.  Gravity pulled the flat car down to the loading
dock, and workers pulled it back up the hill to the quarry.  The natural lagoon was deep enough for
a vessel to be loaded and stone and lumber could be shipped by schooner to various lake ports.  A
boarding house was built on Laurie Lane for quarry workers where later Jessie Chase, the artist
and mural painter, rented the house for a time with a studio on the second floor.

The 1870 home of Robert Laurie,
early Scottish resident and

businessman of Bay Shore Drive
and Laurie Lane.  Photo by Barb

Bunning.
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JOIN THE CLEANUP BRIGADE
Who: All Bay Shore Drive Residents

What: Beautify our Neighborhood, i.e., Gather Roadside Trash

Where: Along Bay Shore Drive

When: On a Regular Basis, Morning, Noon or Later

How: Sling a Bag Over Your Shoulder or Arm; Gather While You Walk

Why: Keep Our Road a Beautiful Place to Live

Note: Watch Out for Poison Ivy—It Is Prolific

MEMORIES – CLOSE
FRIENDSHIPS AND

FLEXIBILITY

By Annette Dhein as told to Barb Bunning

Annette Dhein holds bushels of wonderful
memories from early years on Bay Shore Drive.
Settlers on the shore were her parents, Ida and
Hugh Solway, their property acquired in an in-
teresting manner of the time.  Annette reports
that soldiers serving in the War of 1812 often
were paid wages by being given deed to prop-
erty in less settled areas of a state.  Many set-
tlers came by their parcels of land in this man-
ner.

The original Solway three-room log cabin
(with loft) provided adequate space for parents
and eight children. The second, larger home built
on the property in the early 1900’s was rented
out for summers. Annette’s aunts moved in sum-
mer from it to the log house, where from the
mid-20’s to early 40’s they prepared food for their
“Sunnyside Resort.”   A dining hall also stood
on the property and people came from town to
be treated to a Sunday dinner out.  For the “off-
season,” the aunts moved back into the larger
house.  Due to war rationing during WWII, the
resort was discontinued.

Robert took four years, starting in 1870,  to
beautifully build the first stone house in Door
County, then owned by Emil and Hester Laurie
Hansen and later by Robert and Margaret
Hansen. A lime kiln where mortar for stonework
was made remains today near the shore on the
property.   Robert and Margaret Hansen added
the present “wings” of the house in 1984. The
carriage house now stands north of the main
house. Elder Robert’s son, Alex, built his lovely
family stone house at 4369 (Sheila Turner).  John
Laurie, highway commissioner for many years,
lived in a house on the curve that enters Laurie
Lane.

The enterprising brothers built a schooner
to haul supplies from Green Bay to Sturgeon
Bay, firing a cannon to announce the arrival of
the groceries.  One of the first “wired” structures
in the county, the home phone was under the
Laurie name for over 100 years.  Robert would
sight boats coming in the bay and alert the Coast
Guard Station to their arrival, always watchful
for boats in trouble.

People “neighbored” so much in earlier days,
sometimes dropping by and staying all day long.
The Lauries had annual melon parties and 100
people came to enjoy the hospitality.  The Bay
Shore Club, also mentioned by others, thrived
from 1935 to early 40’s.  Neighbors got together
for potluck dinners and often stopped by for
coffee. People went fishing, sailing, to parks, and
just driving around the county.  According to
Marion, Sevastopol was originally known as
Laurieville, but early on town residents changed
the name.
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GAREY BIES FLIP-
FLOPS ON PRIVATE

SOLID DOCKS

By Jim Bunning

On January 22, five members of the BSPOA
Steering Committee along with ten leaders of
various county property owner groups met with
our State Representative, Garey Bies.  Partici-
pants shared with him that the near shore habi-
tat and shoreline natural scenic beauty are con-
tinually being eroded and degraded by new pri-
vate solid fill docks and dredging to provide ac-
cess to existing private docks and piers.  These
projects benefit only private interests and con-
stitute a taking of the publicly owned lakebed
for the exclusive benefit of private property own-
ers.  Solid docks are bad for the environment,
bad for the beauty of the shore, and bad for
dock neighbors.

We reviewed the legislation (Assembly Bill
930) introduced by Rep. Hutchison and Rep.
Owens in March 2000 to place restrictions on
the construction of solid fill structures.  That
bill lingered in its assigned committee without
action as the legislative session became bogged
down with other issues.  Representative Bies
expressed his support for our position and said
he would work to introduce new legislation.

As we go to print, the Assembly Republican
Caucus has introduced a change to the Wis-
consin State Statues covering the solid-fill dock
permit process for Door, Brown, and Kewaunee
counties. Our Representative, Garey Bies, spon-
sored these changes, which are contrary to the
legislation mentioned above. These proposed
changes would make obtaining a permit for a
private solid dock easier.  They would create a
politically appointed committee to provide rec-
ommendations to the DNR regarding new solid
dock permits and generally go around the DNR.
This will effectively eliminate the public’s right
to object to new, solid docks on what is our
lakebed.

Annette recalls Fidlers’ house (blue home on
the bay side, close to Sturgeon Bay) to be an
early house along the drive.  Mr. Fidler was pro-
prietor of the icehouse located on the shore and
operated a coal company in town.  There was
not much between there and King’s (now Stuths
at 3899).  Near the shore in a pine grove was the
Webb property (3931). The land was mostly un-
developed up to Iverson’s (4004).

Annette’s grandfather, Judge Dehor, served
in town, so she went to school in Sturgeon Bay
rather than Cherry School (Gordon Rd. and
Cherry Road).   Dreutzer’s (4102) were here early
on, then the Hansons at the original Bay Shore
Inn. The Andropolis Cottage area was a beauti-
ful sea of wild flowers.  Across the road from
Alex Templeton’s house (4245) was a one-room
schoolhouse at which Annette’s uncle, John
Dehor, taught.  Alex’s house was eventually
moved across the road and remodeled where it
now stands as The Grey Goose B&B.  Bay Shore
Drive was all washboard road past Carlsville
Road and extended beyond Little Harbor to
Horseshoe Bay Farms.

Annette also recalls the Bay Shore Club.
Women would bring sewing (and sometimes
children), often enjoying lunch at the hostess
home.  Neighbors always got together on elec-
tion night to celebrate (or complain about) re-
sults. The group became too large as the area
developed.

Austin Cofrin, Annette’s uncle, bought prop-
erty at 4227 Bay Shore Drive (Bunnings) from
Robert Templeton.  Austin and family lived in
Green Bay but enjoyed summers in the house
featuring a large porch all the way around.  In
1941 he built the cottage on the property.  Dur-
ing WWII (1942), there existed a serious hous-
ing shortage in town due to high employment in
shipyards.  Uncle Austin asked Solways to move
to his cottage so shipyard navy personnel could
rent her parents’ home.  Annette’s family lived
in the cottage for a time, assisting with care of
her ill aunt and moving to the main house in
winter.  They moved back home when the hous-
ing crunch lessened.
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BSPOA GOALS
Purpose:  The purpose of this association is

to maintain the primary natural, safe, and aes-
thetic character of the Bay Shore Drive area.

Association Goals:l To monitor development proposals of rec-
reational/commercial properties that relate
to and affect residential characterl To keep members informed of development
proposals and issues that impact the resi-
dential character of the neighborhoodl To educate and motivate members and non-
members to preserve and enhance the
natural, visual and historic resources of the
areal To encourage management of growth
through effective township, city and county
land use planningl To form alliances with other existing prop-
erty owner associations

SEVASTOPOL TOWN
NEWS

By Barb Bunning & Terry Lappinl Sevastopol Town Board meetings are now
reported in the Door County Advocate.
Laddie Chapman volunteered to report on
regular meetings. Thank you, Laddie.l The April 17th Town Board Meeting was well
attended with three of our Steering Com-
mittee being on hand.  The Annual Meet-
ings give citizens a formal chance to be
heard.  You can always contact the Super-
visors.l Linda Wait plans to hold regular office
hours for public convenience when pos-
sible, usually weekday afternoons.  Please
call the Town number (746-1230) if you
need to transact business with Linda.l There has been little action on the sum-
mer 2000 Ad Hoc Land Use Committee re-
port.  The town will be considering forma-
tion of a Smart Growth Planning Commit-
tee at the July town meeting.

A GIFTED LADY
LEAVES BAY SHORE
DRIVE AND DOOR

COUNTY

At the age of 99 years, Ruth Miller passed
away peacefully on Saturday evening, June 9,
her husband, Gerhard, by her side.  A special
human being with a beautiful spirit has left those
who knew her with wonderful memories.  Ruth
was gentle, gracious, dignified and with respect
for everyone.  Her home was “doorbell ready”
and guests were treated like royalty—you were
the focus of her attention. Ruth’s heart was big
and she gave of herself freely.  Always a hard
worker, when in her nineties she joked about
her “9-5” hours.

Though an accomplished author, interior
designer and speaker, Ruth was modest.  Her
successes were not flaunted.  Ruth felt that all
should volunteer within their community and
she set the example.  With gentle footprints and
an efficient, frugal lifestyle, mother earth, too,
was appreciative.

A memorial service and celebration of her life
will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 29 at
the Miller Art Museum in Sturgeon Bay.  Pre-
ceding the service, visitation will begin at 1 p.m.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
BSPOA ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, September 8
at Cherry Hills

11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Staying in tune with our Association Goals,
the Nature Conservancy will share with us their
projects and ways in which they contribute to
preservation of the natural areas.  Details and
Annual Meeting reservation information will fol-
low in August.  We look forward to having you
with us.

YOU CAN HELP—
BECOME A FRIEND

OF BAY SHORE
BLUFFLANDS

By Terrie Cooper, Door County Land Trust

The Door County Land Trust and Nature
Conservancy have permanently protected a to-
tal of 350 acres in the Bay Shore Blufflands Area
through land acquisitions and conservation
easements.   As you probably know, the Bay
Shore Blufflands area lies west of the town of
Carlsville and encompasses lands on both sides
of Bay Shore Drive between Townline Road on
the south and Murphy Park on the north.

This area supports a population of the state
threatened Ram’s head Lady-slipper orchid and
endangered land snails that were thought to be
extinct and are now known to be relics dating
back to the last Ice Age.  Additionally, it is sim-
ply a great natural area.

To increase land protection efforts in the area,
The Nature Conservancy and Door County Land
Trust are partnering  to form the Friends of Bay
Shore Blufflands.

The mission of the Friends of the Bay Shore
Blufflands is to work together to preserve the
scenic beauty and ecological integrity of the Bay
Shore Blufflands area.

The Friends of the Bay Shore Blufflands will
accomplish their mission by working with the
Door County Land Trust (DCLT) and The Na-
ture Conservancy (TNC) in the following areas:

1. Assist in recruiting people to join the
Friends of the Bay Shore Blufflands.

2. Assist in care taking lands under DCLT’s
and TNC’s protection in the Bay Shore
Blufflands area, help with developing
management and restoration plans for
protected lands, easement monitoring,

trail construction, litter cleanup, inva-
sive species management, and other
stewardship activities.

3. Develop special activities and events to
raise awareness and funds for the pro-
tection of the Bay Shore Blufflands.

4. Working within Bay Shore Blufflands
Project Area Boundaries, bring to the
attention of the DCLT and TNC poten-
tial lands for protection.

5. Assist in landowner outreach and edu-
cation in the project area – provide basic
education regarding the importance and
ecological value of the Bay Shore
Blufflands Area.  Help distribute land-
owner booklets to prospects with primary
emphasis on land donations or conser-
vation easements.

To become a Friend of the Bay Shore
Blufflands and to help in any of the above ar-
eas, please contact Terrie Cooper at the Door
County Land Trust at (920) 839-9990. As a start,
the BSPOA steering committee agreed to pro-
vide at least one representative to the Friends.
Shirley Pickering and Brian Troutman volun-
teered to be representatives.
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BREAKING UP SHOULD
BE HARD TO DO

By Jim Bunning

Our letter to State Representative Garey Bies
and State Senator Alan Lasee in May noted that
the BSPOA Steering Committee voted unani-
mously against the proposed legislation to split
the Wisconsin DNR into two agencies.  Steering
Committee members have worked with DNR of-
fice staff on both environmental protection and
fish and wildlife issues, finding the teamwork
displayed under one leadership to be very effec-
tive.  The Committee believes that one chain of
command can operate more effectively and eco-
nomically than two while producing the same
results in the field, thus being less costly to tax-
payers.  Funding for such a split, advocated by
Representative Jon Gard, was not included in
the fiscal year budget bill.

BAY SHORE DRIVE
ANECDOTAL HISTORY

As you will note in this newsletter, the Bay
Shore Drive history project is progressing.  It is
exciting to receive additions to the material al-
ready in hand, and we encourage that you join
in submitting anecdotal histories.  To share in
the project, please contact Barb Bunning (920-
746-4025).

POETIC SIDE OF BAY
SHORE DRIVE

From A Spiritual Guide to the Scientific 21st

Century by Gerhard C.F. Miller

I consider poetry the warp that binds to-
gether the beauty of literature.

Would you grow strong?
Then gather strength
Where there is beauty found,
For ugliness is weariness
That preys upon the soul.
The plant that lifts
Ten times its weight;
Witchhazel bloom
Upon a frosty autumn morn;
The bursting of pink buds
When blossoms are born;
These all have strength
Untested yet by man.

Would you grow strong?
Then take a lengthy draught
Of loveliness
And you will find
That nature never wastes a thing.
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THANKS FROM THE
BUNNINGS

A note from Jim & Barb Bunning

Time has a way of disappearing while we’re

not looking, and it has happened to us once

again.  For the past two years we have enjoyed
the pleasure of working with the wonderful group

of people who comprise your Association Steer-

ing Committee.  Our monthly meetings have

been filled with suggestions, comments, ideas

with lively conversation and participation, all

aimed towards fulfilling the purpose of the As-
sociation. We hope that we’ve helped to accom-

plish some things for the betterment of our Bay

Shore Drive area and look forward to continued

involvement in the future.

Our Association has the well being of mem-
bers’ property at heart and tries diligently to

make decisions that will help protect the natu-

ral scenic and aesthetic character of Bay Shore

Drive.   We encourage you to consider being

actively involved.  It is personally rewarding, and

you can be a part of the decision making pro-
cess that is the core of the organization.  Please

contact any member of the Steering Committee

if you desire to join in our efforts.  We thank you

for allowing us to be a part of your leadership.
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