
Community Input  

A Town of Baileys Harbor Ad-hoc Committee has reached out to the community (residents, seasonal 

residents, visitors, groups, associations, and churches) to receive feedback on what type of design 

and opportunities they would like to see at the properties located at 8166/8120/8124 State Highway 

57.  Below is a list of comments and suggestions received.  

 

• “First of all, we would like to compliment the Town Board for maintaining the current character 

of Baileys Harbor.  It is wonderful to be part of this small community which is characterized by 

historic building, good people, and a natural setting.  The Town had done a great job of 

providing basic services, nice parks and featured events while keeping taxes at a very reasonable 

level.”   

“The Nelson property provides a unique opportunity for the Town to acquire this parcel and 

develop it into an integral part of the future.  The location is ideal and compliment to the marina 

and Town Hall area.  Future generations will look back at this action as being very insightful in 

what it has done for the core of the community.”   

“We trust that the Town will develop this property for its best use, and hope that it will be 

primarily a public purpose.” 

• “Since 1979, the BHCA has been assisting member businesses in our community.  Our business 

membership has grown to over 70.  The 8 annual events and recurring markets and concert series 

that we coordinate continue to be a cornerstone of our community.”   

“We are confident that the purchase of Nelson Shopping Center will bring great value to the 

Town of Baileys Harbor and serve as a central community gathering space for years to come.  

This is a critical opportunity to maintain the land for good public use, such as open and 

accessible green space, for the betterment of residents, visitors, and the community.”   

• “We suggest that the property be used as a sculpture park containing sculptures like the large 

ones seen at the Edgewood Orchard Gallery sculpture park.  Tall sculptures could be seen from 

boats in the lake and help to identify Baileys Harbor.”  

 

• “A landscaped beach park with performance venue sort of like they have up in Sister Bay on their 

lakefront.  Picnic tables, maybe some playground equipment – kid/family friendly.”   

 

“A bathhouse/shower/bathroom facility like they have in Fish Creek.  We do NOT support 

another brewery or similar.  Same for another kayaking/waterskiing/parasailing/jet ski/etc.  adult 

sport business.” 

 

• “Remove the building and make the property a greenspace/park for the Town’s use with benches 

that allow people a chance to enjoy a nice water view.”  

 

“Remove the building and consider using the property to upgrade the look of the marina area.” 

 



“We felt that it was important to be practical and not overbuild the small-town area which some 

people believe has occurred in some of the other villages.  The important first step is to remove 

the building, clean up the site and live with it for a few months while options are being 

considered.”   

 

• “Large observation deck at road level using possible cable railing and trex type material as 

decking (all low maintenance)” 

 

“Possible band platform beneath deck.” 

 

“Use large local rocks placed around space and as divider between adjoining property and as 

places to sit on and children to climb on.  Effective and natural.  Set against west wall to give 

look of our local bluffs.”  

 

“Possible 3 LARGE sculptures.  Again something that people and children could sit or play on.”  

 

“Benches limiting the number.”  

 

“Some type of low-level lighting.” 

 

“Keep all plan material low, with not large trees to block view.”  

 

• “A mix of shelter and open space that is family friendly and includes year-round bathrooms.”  

 

“A public park in the heart of town with picnic areas, bathrooms, and maybe a place to launch 

kayaks.”  

 

• “The former Nelson Shipping Center would be a great location for the movie theater, along with 

additional attractions.”  

 

• “First, the former hardware store should be demolished.”  

 

“The town’s plan is to replace it with natural green grass.  My idea is to have a beautiful water 

fountain be the focal point of the designated land.  Most town in Europe have fountains that 

attract tourists and residents.  No statues, just an appropriate and appealing design” 

 

• “I’m afraid the nelson center has passed it’s time.  It should be taken down and replaced with 

something like Sturgeon Bay is planning for the west waterfront.”  

 

• “I think those buildings should be torn down and that area converted to green space.  No 

pavilions or any structures should be constructed that would obstruct the view.  This will be a 

beautiful area adjoining the marina.  Tables and/or benches could be provided for people to relax 

and soak up the atmosphere.  This area and Anclam Park could be what you might call the 

“Bookends” of Baileys Harbor.”   

 

• “I would tear down the old, outdated building …why pay taxes a building that would be too 

expensive to overhaul anyway.  The buildings are newer to the library and park area that seems 



to be filled with events every weekend, so why not make a music pavilion similar to Sister Bay so 

events and music venues would have a great place to watch the sunset which is now being 

blocked by the unusable buildings.  You saw with Egg harbor has done for their music venues, so 

why not follow suit and open up lake front property for the people to enjoy.  There cannot be too 

much lakefront property for the public.”   

 

• “It seems the obvious idea should be to create a space where folks can relax and enjoy the harbor 

by providing an easily accessible beach area for people to be able to get in the water and for kids 

to be able to play in some sand as well as a grassy area to layout blankets and chairs for 

picnicking and otherwise enjoying the outdoors.  Benches and/or picnic tables would also be a 

welcome addition…maybe even a gazebo.  Further, the Town should consider constructing a 

washroom/changing room building similar to the very nice facilities that were built in the town of 

Fish Creek across from the Blue Horse Café…such facilities could also serve the Town well 

during the very popular Fourth of July festivities.”   

 

• “I support removing all structures and creating a natural/native landscape with foot traffic 

allowed but no other access.  The view is of course, everything.  Having said that – the huge 

black utility poles that ow ruin the view need to go.  If nothing else, bury power lines from the 

south end of the Nelson property up to the Blacksmith Inn.”   

 


